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1 is with very great pleaſure I take an opportunity of publiſhing 
the gratitude I owe to you, for the place you' allow. me in your 
friendſhip and familiarity, I will not Ae to you that J have 
often had you in my thoughts, when I have endeavoured to draw, in 
ſome parts of theſe diſcourſes, the character of a good-natured, honeſt, 
and accompliſhed gentleman. But ſuch repreſentations give my reader 
an idea of a perſon blameleſs only, or only laudable for ſuch perfec- 
tions as extend no farther than to his own.private advantage and re- 
putation. _ el EE, „ 8 5 
But when I ſpeak of you, I celebrate one who has had the happineſs 
of poſſeſſing alſo thoſe qualities which make a man uſeful to ſociety, 
and of having had opportunities of exerting them in the moſt con- 
ſpicuous manner. 3 5 
The great part you had, as Britiſh ambaſſador, in procuring and 
cultivating the advantageous commerce between the courts of England 
and Portugal, has purchaſed you the laſting eſteem of all who under- 
ſtand the intereſt of either nation... 5 Ns | 
Thoſe perſonal excellencies which are over-rated by the ordinary 
world, and too much neglected by wiſe men, you have applied with | 
the juſteſt ſkill and judgment. The moſt graceful addreſs in horſe- 
manſhip, in the uſe of the ſword, and in dancing, has been employed 
by you as lower arts, and as they have occaſionally ſerved to cover, or 
introduce the talents of a ſkilful miniſter. 35 C 
But your abilities have not appeared only in one nation. When it 
was your province to act as her Majeſty's miniſter at the court of 
Savoy, at that time encamped, you accompanied that gallant prince 
through all the viciſſitudes of his fortune, and ſhared, by his fide, the 
dangers of that glorious day in which he recovered his capital. As 
far as it regards perſonal qualities, you attained, in that one hour, the 
higheſt military reputation. The behaviour of our miniſter in the 
action, and the good offices done the vanquiſhed in the name of the 
Queen of England, gave both the conqueror and the captive the moſt 
"yy examples of the courage and generoſity of the nation he repre- 
ented. . | „ | 
Pour friends and companions in your abſence frequently talk theſe 
thinks of you, and you cannot hide from us, (by the moſt diſcreet, 
| filence in any thing which regards yourſelf) that the frank entertain- 
ment we have at your table, your eaſy condeſcenſion in little incidents 
of mirth and diverſion, and general complacency of manners, are far 
from being the greateſt obligations we have to you. I do aſſure you 
there is not one of your friends has a greater ſenſe of your merit in 
general, and of the favours you every day do us, than, | 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
- And moit humble ſervant, 


RICHARD STEELE, 
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| A CLOWNISH ROUGHNESS, AND UNKINDLY CLOSE, 
YNFRIENDLY STIFF, AND PEEVISHLY MOROSE. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | 
TIEING oli the number of thoſe that 
hav. lately retired from the centre 
of bulineſs and pleaſure, my uncaſineſs 
in the country where I am, aries rather 
from the ſociety than the ſolitude of it. 
To be obliged to receive and return vi- 
fits from an. to a circle of neighboars, 
who through diverſity of age or inclina- 
tions can neither be entertaining or ler- 
viceable to us, is a vile loſs of time, 
and a ſlavery from which a man ſhould 
deliver himſelf, if poſſible: for why muſt 
J loſe the remaining part of my life, be- 
cauſe they have thrown away the former 
part of theirs? It is to me an inſupport- 
able afflict ion, to be tormented with the 
narrations of a ſet of people, who are 
warm in their expreſſions of the quick 
reliſn of that pleaſure which their dogs 
and horſes have a more delicate taſte of. 
I do alſo in my heart deteſt and abhor 
that damnable doctrine and poſition of 
the neceſſity of a bumper, though to 
one's own toaſt; for though it is pre- 
_ tended that theſe deep potations are uſed 
only to inſpire gaiety, they certainly 
drown that chearfulneſs which would 
ſurvive a moderate circulation. If at 


theſe meetings it were left to every 


ſtranger either to fill his glaſs according 
to his own inclination, or to make his 


retreat when he finds he has been in- 


ſufficiently obedient to that of others, 


ly with more good-breeding, than at 


_ exhortations might be uſed to theſe to 


would publi 


\ 
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theſe entertainments would be governed 
wi h more good ſenſe, and conſequent- 


preſent they are. Indeed, where any of 
the gueſts are known to meaſure their 
fame or pleaſure by their glals, proper 


puſh their tortunes in this ſort of repu- 
tation; but where it is unſeaſonably in- 
ſifted on to a modeſt ſtranger, this drench 
may be ſaid to be ſwallowed with the 
ſame neceſſity, as if it had been tender. 
ed in the horn for that purpoſe, with 
this aggravating circumſtance, that it 
diſtreſſes the entertainer's gueſt in the 
ſame degree as it relieves his horſes. | 
To attend without impatience an ac- 
count of five-barred gates, double 
ditches, and precipices, and to ſurvey 
the orator with deſigning eyes, is to me 
extremely difficult, but abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, to be upon tolerable terms with 
him: but then the occaſional burſting. 5 A 
out into laughter, is of all other accom- 1 | 
pliſhments the moſt requiſite. I con- 110 2 
feſs at preſent I have not the command 
of theſe convullions, as is neceſſary to Babb 
be good company; therefore I beg you =! 
Fi this letter, and let me be e 
known all at once for a queer fellow, 
and avoided. It is monſtrous to me, 
that we who are given to reading and 


calm converſation ſhould ever be viſited 
by theſe roarers ; but they think they 
| fo themſelves, 


—_—— 


—— — 
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themſelves, as neighbours, may come 
into our rooms with the ſame right, that 
they and their dogs hunt in our grounds. 

Your inſtitution of clubs I have al- 
ways admired, in which you conſtantly 


_ endeavoured the union of the metapho- 


rically defunct, that is, ſuch as are nei- 
ther ſerviceable to the buſy and enter- 
priling part of mankind, nor entertain- 
ing to, the retired and ſpeculative. Fhere 
ſhould certainly therefore in each county 
be eſtabliſhed aclub of the perſons whole 


converſations I have deſcribed, who tor 


their own private, as alſo the public 
emolument, ſhould exclude, and be ex- 
cluded all other ſociety. Their attire 


ſhoul be the ſame with their huntſ- 
inen's, and none ſhould be admitted into 


this green converſation- piece, except he 
had broke his collar-bone thrice. A 
broken rib or two might alto-admit a 


man without the leaſt oppoſition. The 


preſident muit neceſſarily have broken 
his neck, and have been taken up dead 


once or twice; for the more maims this 


brotherhood ſhall have met with, the 
ealier will their converſation flow and 


keep up; and when any one of theſe 


vigorous invalids had finiſhed his nar- 
ration of the collar- bone, this naturally 


would introduce the hiſtory of the ribs: 
Beſides, the different circumſtances of 


their falls and fractures would help to 


: Nhe and diverſify their relations. 


here ſhould alſo be another club of 
ſuch men, who have not ſucceeded ſo 
well in maiming themſelves, but are how- 


ever in the conſtant purſuit of theſe ac- 


compliſhments. I would by no means 


be ſuſpetei by what I have ſaid to tra- 


duce in general the body of fox-hunters; 
for whilit I look upon a reaſonable crea- 
ture full ſpeed after a pack of dogs, by 
way of pleaſure and not of buſineſs, I 


ſhall always make honourable mention 


of it. 
But the moſt irkſome converſation of 


all others I have met with in the neigh- 


bourhood, has been among two or three 


of your travellers, who have overlooked 
men and manners, and have paſſed 
through France and Italy with the ſame 
"obſervation that the carriers and ſtage- 


coachmen do through Great Britain; 
that is, their ſtops and ſtages have been 
regulated according to the liquor they 
have met with in their paſſage. They 
indeed remember the names of abun- 


dance of places, with the particular fine- 
ries of certain churches; but their diſ- 


— 


mony and cuſtom. 


tinguiſhing mark is certain prettineſſes 


of foreign languages, the meaning of 


which they could have better expreſſes 


in theirown. The entertainment of theſe 
fine obſervers, Shakeſpeare has deſcribed 
to conſiſt e | | 


In talking of the Alps and Apennines, 
The Pyrenean, and the river Po: 


and then concludes with a ſigh, 
Now this is worſhipful ſociety ! 


I would not be thought in all this to 
hate ſuch honeſt creatures as dogs; I am 


only unhappy that I cannot partake in 


their diverſions. But I love them ſo 
well, as dogs, that I often go with my 


pockets ſtuffed with bread to diſpenſe 
my favours, or make my way through 


them at neighbours houſes. There is 
in particular a young hound of great ex. 
pectation, vivacity, and enterprize, that 


attends iny flights wherever he ſpies me. 
This creature obſerves my countenance, - 


and behaves himſelf accordingly. His 
mirth, his frolic, and joy upon the fight 


of me, has been obſerved, and I have 
been gravely defired not to encourage- 


him fo much, for it ſpoils his parts; but 
I think he ſhews them ſufficiently in the 
ſeveral boundings, friſkings, and ſcour- 


1ngs, when he makes his court to me : 


but I foreſee in a little time he and I 
mult keep company with one another 
only, for we are fit for no other in theſe 


parts. Having informed you how I do 


paſs my time in the country where I am, 
I mult proceed to tell you how I would 


paſs it, had I ſuch a fortune as would 


put me above the obſervance of cere- 


My ſcheme of a country life then 


ſhould be as follows. As I am happy 
in three or four very agreeable friends, 
theſe I would conſtantly have with me; 


and the freedom we took with one ano- 


ther at ſchool and the univerſity, we 


would maintain and exert upon all oc- 
caſions with great courage. There ſhould 


be certain hours of the day to be em- 


ployed in reading, during which time it 


ſhould be impoſſible for any one of us to 


enter the other's chamber, unleſs by 


ſtorm. After this we would communi- 
cate the traſh or treaſure we had met 
with, with our own refle&ions upon the 


matter; the juſtneſs of which we would 


controvert with good-humoured warmth, 
and never ſpare one another out of that 
15 * complailant 


— 
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complaiſant ſpirit of converſation, which 
makes others affirm and deny the ſame 


matter in a quarter of an hour. If any 

of the eg gentlemen, not of 

our turn, 

viſit me, I. ſhould look upon theſe per- 

ſons in the ſame degree enemies to my 
rticular ſtate of happineſs, as ever the 


French were to that of the public, and 


I I would be at an annual expence in ſpies 


to obſerve their motions. Whenever I 
ſhould be ſurpriſed with a viſit, as I hate 
drinking, I would be briſk in ſwilling 


bumpers, upon this maxim, that it is 
better to trouble others with my imper- 


tinence, than to be troubled myſelf with 
theirs. The neceſlity of an infirmary 
makes me reſolve to fall into that pro- 


jet; and as we ſhould be but five, the 


terrors of an involuntary ſeparation, 
which our number cannot ſo well admit 
of, would make us exert ourſelves, in 
oppoſition to all the particulars mention- 


ed in your inſtitution of that equitable _ 


confinement. This my way of life I 
know would ſubject me to the imputa- 
tion of a moroſe, covetous, and ſingular 
fellow. Theſe and all other hard words, 
with all manner of infipid jeſts, and all 
other reproach, would be matter of mirth 
to me and my friends : beſides, I would 
deftroy the application of the epithets 


Moroſe and Covetous, by a yearly relief 


of my undeſervedly neceſſitous neigh- 


bours, and by treating my friends and 


domeſtics with an humanity that ſhould 
expreſs the obligation to lie rather on 


my ſide; and as for the word Singular, 


I was always of opinion every man muſt 


be fo, to be what one would deſire him. 


Your very humble ſervant, 


f. 8 
AB OUT two years ago, I was call- 
ed upon by the younger part of a 
country family, by my mother's fide 
related to me, to viſit Mr. Campbell, 
the dumb man, for they told me that 
that was chiefly what brought them to 
town, having heard wonders of aim in 


ould take it in their heads to 


J. R. 


admirer, = 


Eſſex. I, who always wanted faith in 
matters of that kind, was not eafily pre- 
vailed on to go; but left they ſhould 
take it ill, I went with them; when to 
my ſurprize, Mr. Campbell related all 
their paſt life; in ſhort, had he not 
been prevented, ſuch a diſcovery would 
have come out, as would haye ruined 
the next deſign of their coming to town, 
viz. buying wedding cloaths. Our 
names—though he never heard of us 


before—and we endeavoured to conceal 


—yere as familiar to him as to ourſelves. 


To be ſure, Mr. Spectator, he is a very 
learned and wiſe man, Being impatient : 


to know my fortune, having paid my ' 


reſpects in a family- Jacobus, he told 


me, after his manner, among ſeveral 


other things, that in a year and nine 


* 
= 


months I ſhould. fall ill of a fever, be 


given over by my phyſicians, but ſhould 


with much difficulty recover; that the 


- 


firſt time I took the air afterwards, 1 


ſhould be addreſſed to by a young gen- 
tleman of a plentiful fortune, good 
ſenſe, and a generous ſpirit. Mr. Spec- 


tator, he is the pureſt man in the world, 


for all he ſaid is come to paſs, and I am 
the happieſt ſhe in Kent. I have been 

in queſt of Mr. Campbell theſe three 
months, and cannot find him out. Now ] ]Ü＋ 
hearing you are a dumb man too, 1 
thought you might correſpond, and be 


able to tell me ſomething; for I think 


myſelf highly obliged to make his for- 


tune, as he has mine. It is very poſ- 


ſible your worſhip, who has ſpies all 


over this town, can inform me how to 


ſend to him: if you can, I beſeech you 


be as ſpeedy as poſſible, and you will 


& 


highly oblige your conſtant reader and 


DULCIBELLA THANKLEY., 


| Ordered, That the Inſpector I em- 


ploy about wonders, enquire at the 
Golden Lion, oppoſite to the Half- 
Moon Tavern in Drury Lane, into the 


merits of this ſilent ſage, and report ac- 


cordingly. 


* n 
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1 


II is an old obſervatian, which has 
been made of politicians who would 
rather ingratiate themſelves with their 
ſovereign, than promote his real ſervice, 
that they accommodate their counſels to 
his inclination, and adviſe him to ſuch 
actions only as his heart is naturally ſet 
upon, The privy-counfellor of one in 
love muſt obſerve the ſame eonduct, un- 
leſs he would forfeit the friendſhip of the 
perſon who deſires his advice. I have 
known ſeveral odd caſes of this nature, 


Hipparchus was going to marry a com- 


mon woman, but being reſolved to do 
nothing without the advice of his friend 
Philander, he conſulted him upon the 
- occaſions Philander told him his mind 
freely, and repreſented his miſtreſs to 
him in ſuch ſtrong colours, that the 
next morning he received a challenge 
for his pains, and before twelve o'clock 
was run through the body by the man 
who had aſked his advice, Celia was 
more prudent on the like occaſion; ſhe 
defired Leonilla to give her opinion free- 


ly upon a young fellow who made his 


addreſſes to her. Leonilla, to oblige 


her, told her with great frankneſs, that 


ſhe looked upon him as one of the moſt 


worthleſs—— Celia, foreſeeing what 


a character ſhe was to expect, begged her 


not to go on, for that ſhe had been pri- 


yately married to him above a fortnight. 
The truth of it is, a woman ſeldom atks 
advice before ſhe has bought her wed- 


ding cloaths. When ſhe has made her 


own choice, for form's ſake ſhe ſends 
conge aelire to her friends. 

If we lock into the ſecret ſprings and 
matives that ſet people at work on theſe 
occaſions, and put them upon aſking 
advice which they never intend to take; 
I look upon it to be none of the lealt, 
that they are incapable of keeping a ſe- 
cret which is fo very pleaſing to them. 
A girl Jongs to tell her confident, that 
he hopes to be married in a little time, 
And, in order to talk of the pretty fel- 


TER. EUN. Ac r. 1. sc. 1. 


HERE THE CASE ADMITS OF NEITRER COUNSEL 
NOR MODERATION. | 


low that dwells fo much in her thoughts, 
aſks her very gravely, what ſhe would 
adviſe her to do in a caſe of fo much 
difficulty. Why elſe ſhould Mclifſa, 
who had not a thouſand pounds in the 
world, go into every quarter of the town 
to aſk her acquaintance whether they 


would adviſe her to take Tom Townly, 


that made his addreſſes to her with an 
eſtate of five thouſand a year? It is very 


pleaſant on this occaſion, to hear the 
lady propoſe her doubts, and to ſee the 


pains ſhe is at to get over them, 
1 muſt not here omit a practice that 


is in uſe among the vainer part of our 
a friend's. 
advice in relation to a fortune whom 


own ſex, who will often a 


they are never like to eome at. Will 
Honeycomb, who is now on the verge 
of threeſcore, took me afide not long 
ſince, and aſked me in his moſt ſerious 


look, whether I would adviſe him to 


marry my Lady Retty Single, who, by 


the way, is one of the greateſt fortunes _ 


about town. I ſtared him full in the face 


upon ſo ſtrange a queſtion ; upon which 
he immediately gave me an inventory 


of her jewels and eſtate, adding, that 
he, was relolyed to do nothing in a mat- 


ter of ſuch conſequence without my ap- 


probation. Finding he would have an 
anſwer, I told him, if he could get the 


lady's conſent he had mine. This is 


about the tenth match which, to my 
knowledge, Will has conſulted his 


friends upon, without ever opening his 


mind to the party herſelf. 
I have been engaged in this ſubject 


by the following letter, which comes to 
me from ſome notable young female 


ſcribe, who, by the contents of it, ſeems 
to have carried matters ſo far, that ſhe 
is ripe for aſcing advice; but as I wont 
not joſe her good will, nor forfeit the 
reputation which I have with her for 


wiſdom, I ſhall only communicate the 
letter to the public, without returning 


any anſwer to it. 
* 2 4 12 6 MR. 


Engli 
dance 
poor 

how « 
yet m 
be al 
cauſe 
he ha: 
he is 
civil 5 


A 
dome 
and n 
iato t 
which 
ior th 
the di 
pen te 
Ing, i 
thoug 
myſelf 
they r 


"ther, 


leads. 


terns 

Tully 
When 
writes 
in a \ 
many 
mothe 


Ord er o 


courſe 
and c: 
8's; 1 


THE SPECTATOR, „ 
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N. Sir, the thing is this: Mr. 
Shapely is the prettieſt gentleman 
about town. He is very tall, but not 
too tall neither. He dances like an an- 
gel. His mouth is made I do not know 
how, but it is the prettieſt that I ever 
ſaw in my life. He is always laughing, 
for he has an infinite deal of wit. If 
you did but ſee how he rolls his ſtock - 
ings! He has a thouſand pretty fancies; 
and I am ſure if you ſaw him, you 
would like him. - He is a very good 
ſcholar, and can talk Latin as falt as 
Engliſh. I wiſh you could but fee him 
dance. Now you muſt underſtand, 


poor Mr. Shapely has no eſtate; but 


how can he help that, you know? And 
yet my friends are ſo unreaſonable as to 
be always teazing me about him, be- 


cauſe he has no eſtate; but I am ſure 


he has what is better than an eſtate; for 
re is a good · natured, ingenious, modeſt, 
civil, tall, well-bred, handſome man, 


and I am obliged to him for his civili- 


ties ever ſince I ſaw him. I forgot to 


tell you that he has black eyes, and 
looks upon me now and then as if he 
had tears in them. And yet my friends 


are ſo unreaſonable; that they would 


have me be uncivil to him. I have a 


good portion which they cannot hinder 
me-of, and I ſhall be fourteen on the 
29th day of Auguſt next, and am there- 
fore willing to ſettle in the world as ſoon 
as I can, and ſo is Mr. Shapely. But 


every body I adviſe with here is poor 


Mr. Shapely's enemy. I deſire there- 


fore you will give me your advice, for 
I know you are a wiſe man; and if you 


adviſe me well, I am reſolved to follow 


it. TI heartily wiſh you could ſee him 
dance; and am, Sir, your molt humble 


ſervant, | 
LL B. D. 


He loves your 8 pedtators mi zhtily. x 
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ARS NG my daily papers which I 
beſtow on the public, there are 
fame which are written with regularity | 
and method, and others that run out 
lato the wildnels of thoſe compoſitions 
which go by the name of eſſays, As 
ior the firſt, I have the whole ſcheme of 
the diſcourſe in my mind before I ſet 
pen to paper. In the other kind of writ- 
ng, it is ſufficient that I have ſeveral 
touglits on a ſubject, without troubling 
myſelf to range them in ſuch order, that 
they may ſeem to grow out of one an- 
"ther, and be diſpoſed under the proper 
eads. Seneca and Montaigne are pat- 
terns for writing in this laſt kind, as 
Tully and Ariſtotle excel in the other. 
Wlen I read an author of genius who 
writes withont method, I fancy myſelf 
m a wood that abounds with a great 
many noble objects, riſing among one 
other in the greateſt confuſion and diſ- 
der. When I reid a methodical} dif 
tourſe, I am in a regular plantation, 
ad can place myſelf in it's ſeveral cen- 
&S; ſo as to take a view of all the lines 


Hon. Ars PogT. VER» 41. 


and walks that are firuck from them. 
You may ramble in the one a whole day 


together, and every moment diſcover 
ſomething or other that is new to you; 


but when you have done, you will have 
but a confuſed imperfect notion of the 


place: in the other your eye com- 
mands the whole proſpect, and gives 
you ſuch an idea of it, as is not eaſily 
worn out of the memory. _ 


Trregularity and want of method are 


only ſupportable in men of great learn- 


ing or genius, who are often too full to 
be exact, and therefore chooſe to throw 


down their pearts in heaps before the 
reader, rather than be at the pains of 


ſtringing them. 


Method is of advantage to a work 
both in reſpect to the writer and the 
reader. In regard to the firſt, it is a 
great help to his invention. When a 


man has planned his diſcourſe, he finds 


a great many. thoughts riſing out of 
every head, that ao not offer themſelves 


upon the general ſurvey of a ſubject. 


His thoughts are at the ſame time more 
6 D 2 intelligible, 


IS 


intelligible, and better diſcover that 


drift and meaning, when they are placed 


in their proper lights, and follow one 


another in a regular ſeries, than when 
they are thrown together without order 
id connection. There is always an 
obſcurity in confuſion, and the ſame 
ſentence that would have enlightened 
the reader in one part of a diſcourſe, 
lexes him in another. For the ſa:;ne 
reaſon likewiſe every thought in a me- 


thodical diſcourſe ſhews itſelf in it's 
greateſt beauty, as the ſeveral figures in 


a piece of painting receive new grace 
from their diſpoſition in the picture. 


The advantages of a reader from a me- 
tbodical diſcourſe, are correſpondent 


writk thoſe of the writer. He compre- 


hends every thing eaſily, takes it in with 
pleaſure, and retains it long. 
Method is not leſs requiſite in ordi- 


nary converſation than in writing, pro- 


vided a man would talk to make himſelf 


underſtood. I, who hear a thouſand 
coffee -houſe debates every day, am very 


ſenſible of this want of method in the 


thoughts of my honeſt countrymen. 
There is not one diſpute in ten which 


is managed in thoſe: ſchools of politics, 
where, after the three firſt ſentences, 


the queſtion is not intirely loſt. Our 
diſputants put me in mind of the ſcuttle- 
fiſh, that when he is unable to extricate 
himſelf blackens all the water about 


him until he becomes inviſible. The man 


who does not know how to methodize 


Riis thoughts has always, to borrow a 
_ phraſe from the Diſpenſary—* a barren 


r fuperfluity of words; the fruit is loſt 


__ © amidſt;the exuberance of leaves. 
Tom Puzzle is one of the moſt emi- 
nent immethodical diſputants of any 


that has fallen under my obſervation. 


a. 


\* 


undiſciplined militia, 


946 THE SPECTATOR. 


Tom has read enough to make him very 


impertinent; his knowledge is ſufficient 
to raiſe doubts, but not to clear them. 
It is pity that he has ſo much learning, 


or that he has not a great deal more. 


With theſe qualifications Tom ſets up 
for a free-thinker, finds a great many 
things to blame- in the conſtitution of 
his country, and gives ſhrewd intima- 
tions that he does not believe another 
world. In ſhort, Puzzle is an atheiſt 
as much as his parts will give him leave. 
He has got about half a dozen com- 
mon- place topics, into which he never 
fails to turn the converſation, whatever 
was the occaſion of it: though the mat. 
ter in debate be about Doway or Denain, 
it is ten to one but half lis diſcourſe 
runs upon the unreaſonableneſs of bi. 
gotry and prieſt- craft. This makes 
r. Puzzle the admiration of all thoſe 
who have leſs ſenſe than himſelf, and the 
contempt of thoſe who have more. 
There is none in town whom Tom 
dreads ſo much as my friend Will Dry. 
Will, who is acquianted with Tom's 
logic, when he finds him running off 


the queſtion, cuts him ſhort with a— 


© What then? We allow all this to be 
© true, but what is it to our preſent 
« purpoſe?* I have known Tom elo- / 
quent half an hour together, and tri- 
ymphing, as he thought, in the ſupe- 
riority of the argument, when he has 
been nonpluſſed on a ſudden by Mr. 
Dry's deſiring him to tell the company 
what it was that he endeavoured to 
prove. In ſhort, Dry is a man of a 
clear methodical head, but few words, 
and gains the ſame advantage over 
Puzzle, that a ſmall body of regular 
troops would gain over a numberleſs 


a 
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1 . 


AN ME LUDIT AMABILIS 


INSANIA? AUDIRE ET VIDEOR 108 
ERRARE PER LUCOS, AMOENA | 
QVOSET AQUE SUBEUNT ET Aux. 


: Honk. Op. Iv, Lo Jo v. 5. 


w—_—F AIR Y FANCYcCHTAT | 
MY MIND, WELL PLEAS'D WITH THE DECE1T? 
1 SEEM TO HEAR, I SEEM TO MOVE, | 
AND WANDER THRO' THE HAPPY GROVE, 
WHERE SMOOTH SPRINGS FLOW, AND MURM*RING BREEZE 


WANTOXS THROUGH THE WAVING TREES» 


SIR, | 

Here lately read your eſſay on 
1 the Pleaſures of the Imagination, 

J was ſo taken with your thoughts upon 

ſome of our Englith gardens, that I 


cannot forbear troubling you with a let- 


ter upon that ſubje&t. I am one, you 
muſt know, who am looked upon as an 
humouriſt in gardening. I have ſeveral 
acres about my houſe, which I call my 
garden, and which a ſkilful gardener 
would not know what to call. It is a 
confuſion of kitchen and parterre, or- 
chard and flower-garden, which lie ſo 
mixt and interwoven with one another, 


that if'a foreigner, who had ſeen nothing 


of our country, ſhould be conveyed into 
my garden at his firſt landing, he would 
look upon it as a natural wilderneſs, and 
one of the uncultivated parts of our 
country. My flowers grow up in {e- 
veral parts of the garden in the greateſt 
 luxuriancy and profuſion. I am fo far 


from being fond of any particular one, 
by reaſon of it's rarity, that if I meet 


with any one in a field which pleaſes 


me, I give it a place in my garden, By | 


this means, when a ſtranger walks wit 


me, he is ſurpriſed to ice ſeveral large 


ſpots of grounds covered with ten thou- 
ſand different colours, and has often 


ſingled out flowers that he might have 
met. with' under a common hedge, in a 


field, or à meadow, as ſome of the 


WES 


| ſuffer any one to deſtroy, their, neſts in: 


Caxzex. 


great a wildneſs as their natures will 


permit. I take in none that do not na- 
turally rejoice in the ſoil, and am pleaſed 
when I am walking in a labyrinth of 


my own raiſing, not to know whether 


the next tree I ſhall meet with is an ap + 
le or an oak, an elm or a pear- tree. 
My kitchen has likewiſe it's particular 
quarters aſſigned it; for beſides the 


wholeſome luxury which that place 
abounds with, I have always thought a 


kitchen-garden a more pleaſant 4ght 
than the fineſt orangery, or artificial 
green-houſe. I love to ſee every thing 
in it's perfection, and am mare pleaſed 
to ſurvey my rows of colworts and cab- 
bages, with a thouſand nameleſs pot - 


herbs, ſpringing up in their full fra- 
grancy and verdure, than to ſee the ten- 
der plants of foreign countries kept alive 


by artificial heats, or witheruſg in an 
air and foil that are not adapted to.thems 
I mult not omit, that there is a fountain 
riſing in the upper part of -my garden, 
which forms a little wandering rill, and 
adminifters to the pleaſures as well as 


the plenty of the place. I have fo con- 


ducted it, that it viſits moſt of my plan - 
tations; and have taken particular care 
to let it run in the ſame manner as it 


would do in an open field, fo that it 
generally paſſes through banks of vio- 


lets and primroſes, plats of willow, or 


other plants, that ſeem to be of it's own. 


producing. There is another circum- 


itance in which I am very particular, or, 
as my neighbours call me, very whim- 
ſical: as my garden invites into it all 


the birds of the country, by _— 
them the conveniency of ſprings and 


| ſhades, ſolitude and fhelter, I do not 


5 
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the ſpring, or drive them from their 
uſual haunts in fruit-time. I value m 
rden mort for being full of blackbirds 
Han cherries, and very frankly give 
them fruit for their ſongs. + By. this 
means I have always the muſic of the 
ſeaſon in it's perfection, and am many 
delighted to ſee the jay or the thru 
hopping about my walks, and ſhooting 
before my eyes acroſs the ſeveral little 


glades and alleys that I paſs through. 


I think there are as many kinds of gar- 
dening as of poetry: your makers of 
parterres and 5 

grammatiſts and ſonneteers in this art; 
cContrivers of bowers and grottoes, treil- 


lages and caſcades, are romance writers. 


Wiſe and London are our heroic poets; 
and if, as a critic, I may ſingle out any 
paſſage of their works to commend, I 
ſhall take notice of that part in the 
upper-garden at Kenſington, which was 
at firſt nothing but a gravel-pit. It 
muſt have been a fine genius for gar- 
dening, that could have thought of 

forming ſuch an unſightly hollow into 

fo beautiful an area, and to have hit the 
eye with ſo uncommon and agreeable a 
{ſcene as that which it is now wrought 
into. To give this particular ſpot of 
ground the greater effect, they have made 


a very pleaſing contraſt ; for as on one 
| ſide of the walk you fee this hollow 


baſon, with it's ſeveral little plantations 


lying fo conveniently under the eye of 


the beholder; on the other ſide of it 
there appears a ſeeming mount, made 
up of trees riſing one higher than an- 
other in proportion as they approach the 
centre. A ſpectator who has not heard 
this account of it, would think this cirs 
cular mount was net only a real one, 
but that it had been actually ſcooped 


out of that hollow ſpace which J have 


before mentioned. I never yet met 
with any one who has walked in this 
garden, who was not ſtruck with that 
part of it which I have here mentioned. 
Ass for myſelf, you will find, by the 


account which I have already given you, 


that my compoſitions in gardening are 
altogether after the Pindaric mauner, 
and run into the beautiful wildneſs of 
- nature, without affecting the nicer ele- 
gancies of art. What 1 am now going 
to mention, will, perhaps, deſerve your 
attention more than any thing I — 


yet ſaid. I find that in the diſcourſe 
which I ſpoke of at the beginning of 


| my letter, you are againſt filling an Eng- 


ower-gardens, are epi- 
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lim garden with ever- greens; and in- 
deed I am fo far of your opinion, that 
I can by no means think the verdure 6f 


an ever-green comparable to that which 


ſhoots out annually, and cloaths our 
trees in the ſummer ſeaſon. But 1 liave 


often wondered that thoſe who are like 


myſelt, and love to live in gaidens, 
have never thought of contriving a win- 
ter-garden, which would conſiſt of uch 
trees only as never caſt their leaves, 
We have very often little ſnatches of 
ſunſhine and fair weather in the moſt 
uncomfortable parts of the year, and 
have frequently ſeveral days in Novem- 
ber and January that are as agreeable 
as any in the fineſt months. At ſuch 
times, therefore, I think. there could 
not be a greater pleaſure, than to waik 
in ſuch a winter-garden as I have pro- 
poled. In the ſummer ſeaſon the whole 
country blooms, and 1s a kind of gar- 
den, for which reaſon we are not ſo ſen- 


ſible of thoſe beauties that at this time 
may be every where met with; but when 


nature is in her deſolation, and preſents 


us with nothing but bleak and barren 
proſpects, there is ſomething unſpeak- 
ably chearful in- a ſpot of ground which 


is covered with trees that ſmile amidſt 
all the rigour of winter, and give us a 


view of the moſt gay ſeaſon in the midſt 


of that which is the moſt dead and me- 
lancholy. I have ſo far indulged my- 


ſelf in this thought, that I have ſet apart 


a whole acre of ground for the execut- 


ing of it. The walls are covered with 
ivy inſtead of vines. The laurel, the 


bay-tree, and the holly, with many 
other trees and plants of the ſame nature, 
grow ſo thick in it, that you cannot 


imagine a more lively ſcene. The 
glowing redneſs of the berries with 
which they are hung at this time, vies 


with the verdure of their leaves, and are 
apt to inſpire the heart of the beholder 


with that vernal delight which you have 
ſomewhere taken notice of in your for- 


mer papers. It is very pleaſant, at the 


ſame time, to ſee the ſeveral kinds of 


birds retiring into this little green ſpot, 
and enjoying themſelves , among the 
branches and foliage, when my great 
garden, which I have before mentioned 
to you, does not afford a ſingle leaf for 
their ſhelter. 


Vou muſt know, Sir, that 1 look upon 


the pleaſure which we take in a garden, 


as one of the moſt innocent 44 0 in 
human life. A garden was the 


tion 


abita- 


. 
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tion of our firſt parents before the fall. 

t is naturally apt to fill the mind with 
calmasts and tranguillity, and to lay all 
it's turbulent paſſions at reſt. It gives 
us a creat inlight into the contrivance 
and vi dom of Providence, and ſuggeſts 
innumerable ſubjects for meditation. I 


cannot but think the very complacency 
and ſatisfaction which a man takes in 
theſe works of nature, to be a laudable 
if not a virtuous habit of mind. For 


all which reaſons J hope you will pardon 


the length of my preſent letter.” 
C : I am, Sir, &c; 


No CCCCLXXVIN. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 


QUEM PENES ARBITRIUM EST, ET JUS ET NORMA 


usvs, 


Hor. Ars Pox r. VER. 72. 


FASHION, THE ARBITER, AND RULE or RICH. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 
FT happened lately, that a friend of 
1 mine, who had many things to buy 
for his family, would oblige me to walk 
with him to the ſhops. He was very 
nice in his way, and fond of having 
every thing ſhewn, which at firſt made 
me very uneaſy; but as his humour {till 
continued, the things which I had been 
ſtaring at along with him, began to fill 
my head, and led me into a ſet of amuſ- 
ing thoughts concerning them. 

I fancied it muſt be very ſurpriſing 
to any, one who enters into a detail of 
faſhions, to conſider how far the vanity 


of mankind has laid itſelf out in dreſs, 
what a prodigious number of people it 
maintains, and what a circulation of 


money it occaſions. Providence in this 
caſe makes uſe of the folly which we 
will not give up, and it becomes inſtru- 
mental to the tupport of thoſe who are 
willing to labour. Hence it is that 
fringe- makers, lace-men, tire-women, 
and a number of other trades, which 
would be uſeleſs in a ſimple ſtate of na- 
ture, draw their ſubſiſtence; though it 
is ſeldom ſeen that ſuch as theſe are ex- 
tremely rich, becauſe their original fault 
of being founded upon vanity, keeps 


them poor by the light inconſtancy of 


it's nature. The variableneſs of faſhion 


turns the ſtream of buſineſs, which fiows 
from it, now into one channel, and anon 


into another; ſo that the different ſets of 


by it. | 
From the ſhops we retired to the ta- 
ern, where I found my friend expreſs 
b much ſatisfaction for the bargains 
be had made, that my moral reflections 
(if I had told them) might have paſſed 
for a reproof; to I choſe rather to fall 


people fink or flouriſh in their turns 


in with him, and let the diſcourſe run 
upon the ule of faſhions. 
Here we remembered how much man 
is governed by his ſenſes, how livelily 
he is ſtruck by the objects which appear 
to him in an agreeable manner, how 
much cloaths contribute to make us 
agreeable objects, and how much we 
owe it to ourſelves that we ſhould ap- 
pear ſo. 3 | | 


We conſidered man as belonging to 
ſocieties; ſocieties as formed of different 
ranks; and different ranks diftinguiſhed 
- by habits, that all proper duty or reſpe& 


might attend their appearance. 
We took notice of ſeveral advantages 
which are met with in the occurrences 


of converſation : how the baſhful man 


has been ſometimes fo raiſed, as to ex- 


_ preſs himſelf with an air of freedom, 


when he imagines that his habit intro- 
duces him to company with a becoming 
manner; and again, how a foo! in fine 
cloaths ſhould be ſuddenly heard with at- 
tention, till he has betrayed himſelf; 
whereas a man of ſenſe appearing with 


a dreſs of negligence ſhall be but cold- 


ly received, till he he proved by time, 


and eſtabliſhed in a character. Such 


things as theſe we could recoile& to 
have happened to cur own knowledge 


ſo very often, that we concluded the 


author had his reaſons, who adviles his 


ſon to go in dreſs rather above his for- 


tune than under it. a 
At laſt the ſubje& ſeemed fo conſider. 
able, that it was propoſed to have a 


repolitory built for fathions, as there are 
chambers for medals and other rarities, 
The building may be ſhaped as that 


which ſtands among the pyramids, in 
the form of a woman's head. This 
may be raiſcd upon piilars, whoſe orna- 

8 | ments 


0” 
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ments ſhall bear a juſt relation to the 
deſign. Thus there may be an imita- 
tion of fringe carved in the baſe, a fort 
of appearance of lace in the frieze, and 
à repreſentation of curling locks, with 
| bows of ribbon ſloping over them, may 
fill up the work of the corniſh. The 
inſide may be divided into two apart- 
ments appropriated to each ſex, The 
apartmehts may be filled with ſhelves, 


on which boxes are to ſtand as regularly 


as books in a library, Theſe are to 
have folding-doors, which being opened, 
vou. are to behold a baby dreſſed out in 


ſome faſhion which has flouriſhed, and 


ſtanding upon a pedeſtal, where the time 


of it's reign is marked down. For it's 


_ Farther regulation, let it be ordered, that 


every one who invents a faſhion ſhall 


Þfing in his box, whoſe front he may 
at pleaſure have either worked or paint- 
ed with ſome amorous or gay device, 
that, like "books with gilded leaves and 
_ edvyers, it may the ſooner draw the eyes 
of the beholders. And to the end that 
theſe may be preſerved with all due 


care, let there be a keeper appointed, 


who ſhall be a gentleman qualified with 
a competent knowledge in cloaths; ſo 
that by this means the place will be a 


comfortable ſupport tor ſome beau who 


has ehe his eſtate in dreſſing. _ 
'F e reaſons offered by which we ex- 


peRted to gain the approbation of the 


public, were as follow. | 

Firſt, that every one who is confi- 
derable enough to be a mode, and has 
any imperfection of nature or chance, 


which it is poſſible to hide dy the advan- 


tage of cloaths, may) by coming to this 
repoſitory, be furniſh 

nifſh all who are under the ſame misfor- 
tune, with the moſt agreeable manner 


of concealing it: and that on the other 


fide, every one who has any beauty in 
face or . 7 may alſo be furniſhed 


with the moſt agreeable manner of ſhew- 
_ Secondly, That whereas ſome of our 
young gentlemen, who travel, give us 
great reaſon to ſuſpect that they only 
7 £0 abroad to make or improve a fancy 
for dreſs, a project of this nature may 
be a means to keep them at home, which 


ĩs in effect the keeping of ſo much money 


in the kingdom. And perhaps the ba- 
lance of faſhion in Europe, which now 
leans upon the ſide of France, may be 
fo altered for the future, that it may. 


ed herſelf, and fur- 
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become as common with Frenchmen: te 
come to England for their finiſhing 
ſtroke of breeding, as it has been. for 
Engliſhmen to go to France for it. 
Thirdly, Whereas ſeveral great ſcho. 
lars, who might have been otherwiſe 
uſeful to the world, have ſpent their 
time in ſtudying to deſcribe the dreſſes 


of the ancients from dark hints, which 


they are fain to interpret and ſupport 
with much learning ; it will from hence- 
forth happen, that they ſhall be freed 
from the trouble, and the world from 
uſeleſs volumes. This proje& will be 
a regiſtry, to which poſterity may have 
recourſe, for the clearing-ſuch obſcure 
paſſages as tend that way in authors ; 
and therefore we ſhall not for the future 


| ſabmit ourſelves to the learning of ety- 


mology, which might perſuade the age 
to come, that the farthingale was worn 
for cheapneſs, or the furbelow for 
warmth. ER 
Fourthly, Whereas they who are old 
themſelves, have often a way of railing at 
the extravagance of youth, and the whole 
agein which their children live; it is hoped 
that this ill-humour will be much ſup- 
preſſed, when we can have recourſe to 
the faſhions of their times, produce them 
in our vindication, and be able to ſhew 
that it might have been as expenſive in 
Queen Elizabeth's time only to waſh 
and quill a ruff, as it is now to buy cra- 
vats or neck-handkerchiefs. 
We deſire alſo to have it taken notice 
of, that becauſe we would ſhew a par- 
ticular reſpect to foreigners, which may 
induce them to perfect their breeding 
here in a knowledge which is very pro- 
per for pretty gentlemen, we have con- 
ceived the motto for the houſe in the 
learned language. There is to be a 
picture over the door with a looking- 
glaſs and a dreſſing-chair in the middle 
of it: then on one ſide are to be ſeen, 
above one another, patch- boxes, pin- 
cuſhions, and little bottles; in the other, 
powder - bags, puffs, combs, and bruſhes; 
beyond theſe, ſwords and fine knots, 
whoſe points are wooden, and fans al- 
moſt cloſed, with the handles down- 
ward, are to ſtand out interchangeably 
from the ſides, until they meet at the 
top, and form a ſemicircle over the reſt 


of the figures: beneath all, the writing 


is to run in this pretty ſounding man- 


ner: 


Adept, 
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Adeſte, O quotquot ſunt, Veneres, Gratiæ, 
Cu pidines, | 
En vobis adſunt in promptu 
Faces, wincula, ſpicula 
Hinc eligite, ſamite, regite. 


All ye Venus's, Graces, and Cupide, attend: 
See prepar'd to your hands 
Darts, torches, and bands: 

Your weapons here chuſe, and your empire 

extend, 333 | 


I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
| £4 A. B. 


The propoſal of my correſpondent 1 
cannot but look upon as an ingenious 
method of placing perſons (whoſe parts 

make them ambitious to exert themſelves 
in frivolous things) in a rank by them- 
ſelves. In order to this, I would pro- 

ole that there be a board of directors 
of the fathionable ſociety; and becauſe 
it is a matter of too much weight for a 

rivate man to determine alone, I ſhould 
be highly obliged to my correſpondents 
if they would give in liſts of perſons 
qualified for this truſt. If the chief 
coffee-houſes, the converſations of which 
places are carried on by perions, each 
of whom has his little number of fol- 
lowers and admirers, would name from 
among themſelves two or three to be 


inſerted, they ſhould be put up with 


** 


great faithiulneſls. Old beaus are to 


be preſented in the firſt place; but as 
that ſect, with relation to dreſs, is al- 
moſt extin&; it will, I fear; be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to take in all time- 
ſervers, properly ſo deemed ; that is, 
ſuch as, without any conviction of con- 
ſcience or view of intereſt, change with 
the world, and that merely from a ter- 
ror of being out of faſhion. Such alſo,” 
who from facility of temper, and too 
much obſequiouſneſs, are vicious againſt 
their will, and follow leaders whom 
they do not approve, for want of cou- 
rage to go their own way, are capable 
perſons for this ſuperintendency. Thoſe 
who are loth to grow old, or would do 
any thing contrary to the courſe and 


order of things, out of fondneſs to be 
in faſhion, are proper candidates. To 


conclude, thoſe who are in faſhion with- 
out apparent merit, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have latent qualities, which would ap- 


pear in a poſt of direction; and there- 


fore are to be regarded in forming theſe 
liſts. Any who ſhall be pleaſed accord- 
ing to theſe, or what farther qualifica- 


tions may occur to himſelf, to ſend a 
liſt, is defired to do it within fourteen 


days after this date os 
N. B. The place of the phyſician to this 


ſociety, according to the laſt- mentioned 7 
qualification, is already engaged: 
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Hor. Ars Porr. VER. 398. 


TO REGULATE THE MATRIMONIAL LIFE» 


ANY are the epiſtles I every day 
| receive from buſbands, who com- 
plain of vanity, pride, but above all 
ill- nature, in their wives, I cannot tell 
how it is, but I think I ſee in all their 


letters that the cauſe of their uneaſineſs 


is in themſelves; and indeed I have 
hardly ever obſerved the married con- 
dition unhappy, but for want of judg- 
ment or temper in the man. The truth 
is, we generally make love in a tile, 
and with ſentiments very unfit for or- 
dinary life : they are half theatrical, 
half romantic. By this means we raiſe 
our imaginations to what is not to be 
expected in human life; and becauſe we 


(id not beforehand think of the crea- 
ture we are enamoured of, as ſubject to 


diſhonaur, age, ſickneſs, impatience, or 
ſullenneſs, but altogether conſidered her 


as the object of joy, human nature itſelf 
is often imputed to her as her particular 


imperfection or defect. 
I take it to be a rule proper to be ob- 
ſerved in all occurrences of life, but 


more eſpecially in the - domeſtic Or ma- 
trimonial part of it, to preſerve always 
a diſpoſition to be ces This can- 


not be ſupported but by conſidering 


things in their right light, and as na- 


ture has formed them, and not as our 


own fancies or appetites would have 


them. He then who took a young lady 


10 his bed, with no other conſideration 
than the expeCtation of ſcenes of dal- 


liance, and thought of her (as I faid 
— - before) 
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before) only as ſhe was to adminiſter to 
the gratification of deſire; as that deſire 
flags, will, without her fault, think her 
. charms and her merit abated : from 
hence muſt follow indifference, diſlike, 
peeviſhneſs, and rage. But the man 
who brings his reaſon to ſupport his 
paſſion, and beholds what he Joves, as 
liable to all the calamities of human life 
both in body and mind, and even at the 
beſt what muſt bring upon him new 
cares and new relations; ſuch a lover, I 
ſay, will form himſelf accordingly, and 
adapt his mind to the nature of his cir- 
cumſtances. This latter perſon will be 
prepared to be a father, a triend, an ad- 
vocate, a ſteward for people yet unborn, 
and has proper affections ready for every 
incident in the marriage ſtate. Such a 
man can hear the cries of children with 
pity inſtead of anger; and when they 
run over his head, he is not diſturbed 
at their noiſe, but is glad*of their mirth 

and health. Tom Truſty has told me, 
that he thinks it doubles his attention to 
the moſt intricate affair he is about, to 
hear his children, for whom all his cares 
are applied, make a noiſe in the next 
room: on the other ſide, Will Sparkiſh 
cannot put on his periwig, or adjuſt his 
cravat at the glaſs, for the noiſe of thoſe 
damned nurſes and ſqualling brats ; and 


then ends with a gallant reflection upon 


the comfort of matrimony, runs out of 
the hearing, and drives to the chocolate- 


According as the huſband is diſpoſed 


in himſelf, every circumſtance of his 


life is to give him torment or pleaſure. 
When the affection is well placed, and 
fupported by the conſiderations of duty, 
honour, and friendſhip, which are in the 


- higheſt degree engaged in this alliance, 


there can nothing riſe in the common 
courſe of life, or from the blows or fa- 
yours of fortune, in which a man will 


not find matters of . ſome delight un- 


known to a fingle condition. 


He who ſincerely loves his wife and 


family, and ſtudies, to improve that af- 
fection in himſelf, conceives pleaſure 
from the moſt indifferent things; while 
the married man, who has not bid adieu 
to the faſhions and falſe gallantries of 
the town, is perplexed-with every thing 
around him. In both theſe cates men 


cannot, indeed, make a ſillier figure, 
than in repeating ſuch pleaſures and 
pains to the reſt of the world; but I 


| ſpeak of them only, 2s they fit upon 


want of this ny ry 
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. thoſe who are involved in them. As 


viſit all ſorts of people, I cannot indes 
but ſmile, when the good lady tells her 
huſband what extraordinary things the 
child ſpoke ſince he went out. No 


longer than yeſterday I was prevailed 


with to go home with a fond huſband; 
and his wife told him, that his fon, of 


his own head, when the clock in the 


parlour ſtruck two, ſaid, Papa would 
come home to dinner prelently. While 
the father has him in a rapture in his 


arms, and is drowning him with Kiſſes, 


the wife tells me he is but juſt four 
years old. Then they both ſtruggle for 
him, and bring him up to me, and re- 
peat his obſervation of TWO o'clock. I 
was called upon, by looks upon the 
child, and then at me, to ſay ſomething; 
and I told the father, that this remark 
of the infant of his coming home, and 
Joining the time with it, was a certain 


indication that he would be a great hiſ- 


torian and chronologer. They are nei- 
ther of them fools, yet received my com- 


pliment with great acknowledgment of 
I fared very well at 


my prelcience. 
dinner, and heard many other notable 
ſayings of their heir, which would haye 
given very little entertainment to one 
leſs turned to reflection than I was: but 


it was a pleaſing ſpeculation to remark 


on the happineſs of a life, in which 


things of no moment give occaſion of 


hope, ſelf- ſatisfaction, and triumph. 
On the other hand, I have known an 
ill- natured coxcomb, who has hardly 
improved in any thing but bulk, for 
filence the 
whole family as a ſet of ſilly women and 
children, for recounting things which 
were really above his own capacity. 

When I ſay all this, I cannot deny 
but there are perverſe jades that fall to 
men's lots, with whom it requires more 
than common proficiency in philoſophy 
to be able to live. When theſe are 
joined to men of warm ſpirits, without 
temper or learning, they are frequently 
corrected with ſtripes 3 but one of our 
famous lawyers is of opinion, that this 
ought to be uſed ſparingly ; as I re- 
member, thoſe are his very words : but 
as it is proper to draw ſome ſpiritual uſe 
out of all affliftions, I ſhould rather 
recommend to thoſe who are viſited with 
women of ſpirit, to form themlelves for 
the world by patience at home. 50- 
crates, who is by all accounts the un- 


doubted head of that ſect of the hen- 
] * pecked, 


THE SPECTATOR, 


cked, owned and acknowledged that 
K owed great part of his virtue to the 
exerciſe which his uſeful wife conſtant- 
ly gave it. There are ſeveral good in- 
ſtructions may be drawn from his wiſe 
anſwers to the people of leſs fortitude 
than himſelf on her ſubject. A friend, 
with indignation, aſked how ſo good a 
man could live with ſo violent a crea- 
ture? He obferved to him—* That they 
* who learn to keep a good feat on horſe- 
© back,mount the leaſt manageable they 
can get; and when they have maſtered 
them, they ar: ſure never to be diſ- 
© comfited on the backs of ſteeds leſs 
c reſtive.* At ſeveral times, to different 
perſons, on the ſame ſubject, he has 
faid “ My dear friend, you are be- 
© holden to Xantippe, that I bear ſo 
« well your flying out in a diſpute. To 
another—* My hen clacks very much, 
but ſhe brings me chickens. They 


that live in a trading ſtreet, are not 


« diſturbed at the paſſage of carts.* I 


would have, if poſſible, a wiſe man be 


contented with his lot, even with a 
ſhrew ; for though he cannot make her 
better, he may, you ſee, make himſelf 
better, by her means. : 1 

But, inſtead of purſuing my deſign 
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of diſplaying conjugal love in it's natu- 
ral beauties and attractions, I am got 
into tales to the diſadvantage ef that ſtate 


of lite. I muſt ſay, therefore, that I 


am verily perſuaded that whatever is 
delightful in human life, is to be enjoy- 
ed in a greater perfection in the married, 
than in the ſingle condition. He that 
has this paſſion in perfection, in occa- 
bans of joy can ſay to himſelf, beſides 
his own fatisfattion—* How happy this 
© will make my wife and children !“ 
Upon occurrences of diſtreſs or danger 
can comfort himſelf — But all this 
© while my wife and children are ſafe.“ 
There is ſomething in it that doubles 
ſatisfactions, becauſe others participate 
them; and diſpels afflictions, becauſe 
others are exempt from them. All who 
are married without this reliſh of their 
circumſtance, are in either a taſteleſs in- 
dolence and negligence, which is hardly 
to be attained, or elſe live in the hourly 

repetition of ſharp anſwers, eager up- 
braidings, and diſtracting reproaches. 
In a word, the married ſtate, with and 
without the affection ſuitable to it, is 
the compleateſt image of heaven and hell 
we are capable of receiving in this life. 


y 8 
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RESPONSARE CUPIDINIBUS, CONTEMNERE HONORES, 
FORTIS, ET IN SEIPSO TOTUS TERES, ATQUE ROTUNDUS. 


Hor, SAT. VII. L. 2. VERs 8g. 


WHO'S PROOF AGAINST THE CHARMS OF VAIN DELIGHT: 
WHOM FEEBLE FOR TUNE STRIVES IN VAIN TO WOUND, 


$0 CLOSELY GATHER'D IN A PERFECT ROUND. 


HE other day looking over thoſe 

old manuſcripts, of which I have 
tormerly given ſome account, and which 
relate to the character of the mighty 
Pharamond of France, and the cloſe 


friendſhip between him and his friend 


Eucrate; I found among the letters 
which had been in the cuſtody of the 
latter, an epiſtle from a country gentle- 
man to Pharamond, wherein he excuſes 
himſelf from coming to court. The 
gentleman, it ſeems, was contented with 


his condition, had formerly been in the 


king's ſervice ; but at the writing the 
following letter, had, from leiſure and 
Jeflection, quite another ſenſe of things 


CREECH, 


than that which he had in the more 
active part of his life. 7 


MONSIEUR CHEZLUY TO PHARAs 
Mop. 


pREAD SIR, | 


J Have from your own hand (incloſed 


under the cover of Mr. Eucrate of 
you Majeſty's bed-chamber) a letter 
which invites me to court. I under- 
ſtand this great honour to' be done m2 
out of reſpect and inclination to me, 
rather than regard to your own ſervice: 
for which reaſons I beg leave to lay be- 


fore your Majeſty: my reaſons for de- 


6E2 ' clining 


* 
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clining to depart from home; and will 
not doubt but, as your motive in deſir- 
ing my attendance was to make me an 
happier man, when you think that will 
not be effected by my remove, you will 
permit me to ſtay where I am. Thoſe 
who have an ambition to appear in 
courts, haye either an opinion that their 
perſons or their talents are particularly 
formed for the ſervice or ornament of 
that place; or elſe are hurried by down- 
Tight deſire of gain, or what they call 
honour, to take upon themſelves what- 
cover the generoſity of their maſter can 
ut your goodneſs ſhall not be thus 
impoſed upon by me: I will therefore 
confeſs to you, that frequent ſolitude, 
and long converſation with ſuch who 
know no arts which poliſh lite, have 
made me the plaineſt creature in your 


dominions. Thoſe leſs capacities of 


moving with a good grace, hearing a 
ready affability to all around me, and 


acting with eaſe before many, have quite 


left me. I am come to that, with re- 


gard to my perſon, that I conſider it 
only as a machine I am obliged to take 
care of, in order to enjoy my ſoul in it's 
_ Faculties with alacrity; well remember- 
ing, that this habitation of clay will in 


a few years be a meaner piece of earth 
than any utenſil about my houſe, When 
this is, as it really is, the moſt frequent 
reflection I have, you will eaſily ima- 
gine how well I ſhould become a draw - 


ing-room: add to this, what ſhall a 


man without defires do about the gene- 
rous Pharamond? Monſteur Eucrate 
bas hinted to me, that you have thoughts 
of diſtinguiſhing me with titles. 


mind, appellations of honour would but 
embarrais diſcourſe, and new behaviour 


towards me perplex me in every habi- 


tude of life. I am alto to acknowledge 
to you, that my children, of whom your 
Majeſty condeſcended to inquire, are 
all of them mean, both in their perſons 

and genius. The eſtate my eldeſt ton 
is heir to, is more than he can enjoy 
with a good grace. My ſelf-love will 


not carry me to far as to impoſe upon 


manh ind the advancement of perſons 

(merely for their being related to me) 
into high diſtinctions, who ought for 
their own ſakes, as well as that of the 
public, to affect obſcurity. I wiſh, my 
generous prince, as it is in your power 
to give honours and offices, it were alſo 


— them opportunities to graſp at. 


| As 
for myſelf, in the temper of my preſent 
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to give talents ſuitable to them: were it 
ſo, the noble Pharamond would reward 
the zeal of iy youth with abilities to 
do him ſervice in my age. 
Thoſe who accept of favour without 
merit, ſupport themielves in it at the 
expence of your Majeſty, Give me 
leave to tell you, Sir, this is the reaſon 
that we in the country hear ſo often re- 
peated the word Prerogative. That part 
of your law which is reſerved in your- 
ſelf for the readier ſervice and good of 
the public, flight men are eternally 
buzzing in our ears to cover their own 
follies and miſcarriages. It would be 
an addition to the high favour you have 


done me, if you would let Eucrate ſend 


me word how often, and in what caſes 
ypu allow a conſtable to inſiſt upon the 

rerogative. From the higheſt to the 
owe officer in your dominions, ſome- 
thing of their own carriage they would 
exempt from examination under the 
ſhelter of the word Prerogative. I would | 
tain, moſt noble Pharamond, ſee one of 


your officers aſſert your prerogative by 


gcod and gracious actions. When is 
it uſed to help the afflicted, to reſcue 
the innocent, to comfort the ſtranger? 
Uncommon methods, apparently under- 
taken to attain worthy ends, would 
never make power invidious. You ſee, 
Sir, I talk to you with the frecdom your 
noble nature approves in all hm you 
admit to your converſation. | 
But, to return to your Majeſty's let- 
ter, I humbly conccive, that all di- 
tinctions are ufeſui to men, only as they 
are to act in public; and it would be a 
romantic madneſs, for a man to be a 
Jord in his cloſet. Nothing can be ho- 
nourable to a men apart from the world, 
but the reflection upon worthy actions; 


and he that places honuur in a conſciouſ- 


neſs of well doing, will have but little 
reliſh for any outward homage that is 
pad him, ſince what gives him diſtinc- 
tion to himlelt, cannot come within the 
obſervation of his beholders. Thus all 
the words cf Lordſhip, Honour, and 
Grace, are only repetitions to a man that 
the King has ordered him to be called 
ſo; but no evidences that there is any 
thing in himſelf that would give the 
man, who applies to him, thole ideas, 
without the creation of his maſter. 

I have, moſt noble Pharamond, all ha- 


nours and all titles in your own approba- 
tion; I triumph in them as they are your 
gift, 1 refuſe them as they are to Ee 


me 
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me the obſervation of others. Indulge 
me, my noble maſter, in this chaſtity 
of renown; let me know myſelf in the 


favour of Pharamond; and look down 


upon the applauſe of the people. I am, 


in all duty and loyalty, your Majeſty's 


molt obedient ſubject and ſervant, 
| JEAN CHEZLUY, 


SIR; 1 8 2 


Need not tell wich what diſadvantages | 
men of low fortunes and great mo- 


deſty come into he world; what wrong 
meaſures their dithdence of themſelves, 
and fear of Offending, often obliges 
them to take; and what a pity it 
is that their greateſt virtues and qua- 
lities, that ſhould ſooneſt recommend 
them, are the main obſtacle in the way 
of their preferment. | 

This, Sir, is my caſe; I was bred at 
a country-{chool, where I learned Latin 
and Greek. The misfortunes of my 
family forced me up to town, where a 


profeſſion of the politer fort has protect- 
ed me againſt infamy and want. I am 
now clerk to a lawyer, and in times of 
vacancy and receſs from buſineſs, have 
made myſelf maſter of Italian and French; 
and though the progreſs I have made in 
my buſineſs has gained me reputation 


enough for one of my ſtanding, yet my 


mind ſuggeſts to me every day, that it 
is not upon that foundation I am to 


build my fortune. 


The perſon I have my preſent de- 
pendence upon, has it in his nature, as 
well as in his power, to advance me, hy 
recommending me to a gentleman that 
is going beyond ſea in a public employ. 
ment. I know the printing this letter. 


would point me out to thoſe I want 


confidence to ſpeak to, and J hope it 
is not in your power to refuſe making 
any body happy. Yours, &c. : 

ö M. D. 


SEPTEMBER q, 
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Ne CCCCLXXXI. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER II. 


— — 


— .UTI NON 


COMPOSITUS MELIVUS CUM BITHO BACCHIUS; IN JUS 


ACRES PROCURR YU N T ennmonmenm___s 


Hor. SAT. vII. L. I. VER, 19. 


NO BETTER MATCH'D WITH BITHUS RACCHIUS STROVE ; 
TO LAW THEY RUR, AND WRANGLING DEARLY LOVE. 


T is ſometimes pleaſant enough to 
conſider the different notions which 
different perſons have of the ſame thing. 


If men of low condition very often ſet a a 


value on things, which are not prized 


by thoſe who are in a higher {tation of 


life, there are many things theſe eſteem 


which are in no value among perſons of 


an inferior rank. Common people are, 


in particular, very much aſtoniſhed, 


when they hear of thoſe folemn conteſts 


and debates, which are made among the 
great upon the punctilios of a public 


ceremony z and wonder to hear that any 
buſineſs of conſequence ſhould be re- 


tarded by thoſe little circumſtances, 


which they repreſent to themſelves as 


triffing and inſignificant. I am mighti- 


ly pleaſed with a porter's deciſion in one 


of Mr. Southern's plays, which is 


founded upon that fine diſtreſs of a vir- 


tuous woman's marrying a ſecond huſ- 


band, while her firſt was yet living. 
The firſt huſband, who was ſuppoſęd tq 


have been dead, returning to his houſe 


after a long abſence, raiſes a noble oh 


plexity tor the tragic part of the play. 
In the mean while, the nurſe and the 


porter conferring upon the difficulties 


that would enſue in ſuch a caſe, honeſt 
Samſon thinks the matter may be eaſily 


decided, and ſolves it very judiciouſly, 


by the old proverb, that it his firſt ma- 
{ter be {till living : The man muſt have 


© his mare again.“ There is nothing in 
my time which has ſo much ſurpriſed 


and confounded the greateſt part of my 
honeſt countrymen, as the preſent con- 


troverſy between Count Rechteren and 
Monſieur Meſnager, which employs the 


wiſe heads of ſo many nations, and 


holds all the affairs of Europe in ſu- 
ſpence. 5 | 


Upon my going into a coffee-houſe 
yeſterday, and lending an ear to the 
next table, which was encompaſſed with 
a circle of inferior politicians, one of 
them, after having read over the news 


very 


a ad - ed O m9 


= 
very attentively, broke out into the fol- 
lowing remarks. * I am afraid,” ſays 
he, © this unhappy rupture between the 
© footmen at Utrecht will retard the 
© neace of Chriſtendom. I wiſh the 
0 Pope may not be at the bottom of it. 
© His Holineſs has a very good hand at 
c fomenting a diviſion, as the poor Swiſs 
Cantons have lately experienced to 
© their coſt; If Monſieur What d'ye 


£ call him's domeſtics will not come to 


© an accommodation, I do not know 
© how the quarrel can be ended, but 
c by a religious war.” | 
Why truly, ſays a wiſeacre that 
ſat by him, were. I as the king of 
France, I would ſcorn to take part 
© with the footmen of either fide: here's 
© all the buſineſs of Europe ſtands till, 
© becauſe Monſieur Meſnager's man has 
c had his head broke. If Count Rec- 
© trum had given them a pot of ale after 
© it, all would have been well, without 
any of this buſtle; but they ſay he's a 
© warm man, and does not care to be 
c made mouths at.“ . 
 _ Upon this, one, that had held his 
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upon a new foot, and ſeemed to be very 


well approved by molt that heard it, un- 
til a little warm fellow, who declared 
himſelf a friend to the houſe of Auſtria, 
fell moſt unmercifully upon his Gallic 
Majeſty, as encouraging his ſubjects to 
make mouths at their betters, and after. 
wards ſkreening them from the puniſh- 
ment that was due to their infolence, 
To which he added, that the French 
nation was ſo addicted to grimace, that 
if there was not a ſtop put to it at the 
general congreſs, there would be no 


walking the ſtrects for them in a time of 


peace, eſpecially if they continued ma. 
ſters of the Weſt Indies. The little 
man proceeded with a great deal of 
warmth, declaring, that if the allies ,, 
were of his mind, he would oblige the 
French King to burn his gallies, and 
tolerate the Proteſtant religion in his do- 
minions, before he would ſheath his 
ſword. He concluded with calling 
Monſieur Meſnager an inſignificant 
rig. | | 
, 'The diſpute was now growing very 
warm, and one does not know where it 


tongue hitherto, began to exert himſelf; 
_ declaring, that he was very well pleaſed 
the plempotentiaries of our Chriſtian 


would have ended, had not a young 
man of about one and twenty, who 
ſeems to have been brought up with an 


princes took this matter into their ſerious 
conſideration ; for that lackeys were 
never ſo ſaucy and pragmatical as they 
are now a-days; and that he ſhould be 
glad to fee them taken down in the treaty 
of peace, if it might be done without 
prejudice to the public affairs. 


One who ſat at the other end of the 


table, and ſeemed to be in the intereſts 


of the French King, told them, that 


they did not take the matter right, for 


that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty did not 


reſent this matter becauſe it was an in- 


jury done to Monſieur Meſnager's foot- 
men — For,” ſays he, what are Mon- 


ſieur Meſnager's footmen to him? 
but becauſe it was done to his ſub- 
© jects. Now, ſays he, let me tell 


you, it would look very odd for a fuh- 
« ject of France to have a bloody noſe, 
© and his ſovereign not to take notice of 


* it. He is obliged in honour to defend 
his people againſt hoſtilities z and if 
the Dutch will be fo inſolent to a 
crowned head, as, in any wiſe, to 
cuff or kick thoſe who are under his 
protection, I think he is in the right 
to call them to an account for it.?“ 


This diſtinction ſet the controverſy 
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eye to the law, taken the debate into his 
hand, and given it as his opinion, that 
neither Count Rechteren nor Monheur 
Meſnager had behaved themſelves right 
in this affair. Count Rechteren,” ſays 
he, © ſhould have made affidavit that 
© his ſervants had been affronted, and 
then Monheur Meſnager would have 
done him juſtice, by taking away their 
liveries from them, or ſome other way 
that he might have thought the molt 
proper; for, let me tell you, if a man 
makes a mouth at me, I am not to 
knock the teeth out of it for his pains. 
Then again, as for Monſieur Met- 
nager, upon his ſervants being beaten, 
why, he might have had his action of 
aſſault and battery. But as the caſe 
now ſtands, if you will have my opi- 
nion, I think they ought to bring it 
to referees.” NY | 
I heard a great deal more of this con- 
ference, but I muſt confeſs with little 
edification; for all I could learn at laſt 
from theſe honeſt gentlemen, was, that 
the matter in debate was of too high a 
nature for ſuch heads as theirs, or mine, 
to comprehend. 5 5 
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FLORIFERIS UT AP ES IN SALTIBUS OMNIA I. IBANT. 


Lou cR. IL. III. VER: 11. 


AS FROM THE SWEETEST FLOWERS THE LAB'RING BEE 


EXTRACTS HER PRECIOUS SWEETS, 


8 I have publiſhed any 
| ſingle paper that falls in with 


the popular taſte, and pleaſes more than 
ordinary, it always brings me in a great 
return of letters. My Tueſday's diſ- 
courſe, wherein I gave ſeveral admo- 
nitions to the fraternity of the Hen- 
pecked, has already produced me very 
many correipondents ; the reaſon I can- 
not gueſs, unleſs it be that ſuch a diſ- 
courſe is of general uſe, and every mar- 
ried man's money. An honeſt tradeſ- 
man, who dates his letter from Cheap- 
de, ſends me thanks in the name of a 
club, who, he tells me, meet as often 


as their wives will give them leave, and 


ſtay together till they are ſent for home. 


He informs me, that my paper has ad- 


miniſtered great conſolation to their 
whole club, and deſires me to give fome 
further account of Socrates, and to ac- 
quaint them in whoſe reign he lived, 


whether he was a citizen or a courtier, 


whether he buried Zantippe, with many 
other particulars: for that by his ſay- 


ings he appears to have been a very wile 


man and a good Chriſtian. Another, 


who writes himſelf Benjamin Bamboo, 
tells me, that being coupled with a 


ſhrew, he had endeavoured to tame her 
by ſuch lawful means as thoſe which I 
mentioned in my laſt Tueſday's paper, 


and that in his wrath he had often gone 


further than Bratton allows in thoſe 
caſes ; but that for the future he was 
reſolved to bear it like a man of temper 
and learning, and conſider her only as 
one who lives in his houſe to teach him 
philoſophy. Tom Dapperwit ſays, that 
he agrees with me in that whole diſ- 
_ 6ourle, excepting only the laſt ſentence, 
where I affirm the married {tate to be 
either a heaven or a hell. Tom has 
been at the charge of a penny upon this 


occaſion, to tell me, that by his expe- 


rience it is neither one nor the other, but 


rather the middle kind of ſtate, com- 


monly known by the name of Purga- 
tory. 2 EE GEES 
The fair fex have likewiſe obliged 


% 


CREECH. 


me with their reflections upon the ſame 
diſcourſe, A lady, who calls herſelf 
Euterpe, and ſeems a woman of letters, 
aſks me whether I am for eſtabliſhing 
the Salic law in every family, and why 


it is not fit that a woman who has dif- 


cretion and learning ſhould fit at the 


helm, when the huſband is weak and 
illiterate ? Another, of a quite contrary 
character, ſubſcribes herſelf Zantippe, 
and teils me, that ſhe follows the ex- 


ample of her nameſake ; for being mar- 


ried to a bookiſh man, who has no 
knowledge of the world, ſhe is forced 
to take their affairs into her own hands, 
and to ſpirit him up now and then, that 


he may not grow muſty, and unfit for 


converſation. 
After this abridgment of ſome letters 


which are come to my hands upon ths 


occaſion, I ſhall publiſh one of them at 
Te. | ES 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


* O U have given us a lively picture 


of that kind of huſband who comes 
under the denomination of the Hen- 
pecked; but I do not remember that you 
have ever touched upon one that is of 
the quite different character, and who, 


in ſeveral places of England, goes by 


the name of a Cot-Queen. TI have the 
misfortune to be joined for life with one 


of this character, who in reality is more 


a woman than I am. He was bred up 
under the tuition of a tender-mother, 


till ſhe had made him as good a houſe- 


wife as herſelf. He could preſerve apri- 


- 


cots, and make jellies, before he had 


been two years out of the nurſery. He 


was never ſuffered to go abroad, for 
fear of catching cold: when he ſhould 


have been hunting down a buck, he was 
by his mother's ite learning how to 
ſeaſon it, or put it in cruſt; and was 
making paper boats with his filters, at 
an age when other young gentlemen are 


I | . . »% 
croſſing the ſeas, or travelling into to- 
reign countries. He has the whiteſt 


hand that you ever ſaw in your life, and 
| | rates 
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raiſes paſte better than any woman in 
England. Theſe „ eee make 
him a ſad huſband: he is perpetually in 
the kitchen, and has a thouſand ſquab · 
bles with the cook-maid. He is better 
acquainted with the milk-ſcore than 
his ſteward's accounts. I fret to death 
when J hear him find fault with a diſh 
that is not dreſſed to his liking, and in- 
ſtructing his friends that dine with him 
in the beſt pickle for a walnut or ſauce 
for an haunch of veniſon. With all 
this, he is a very good-natured huſband, 
and never fell out with me in his lite 


but once, upon the over-roaſting of a 
diſh of wild fowl: at the ſame time 1 
muſt own, I would rather he was a man 
of a rough temper, that would treat me 


harſhly ſometimes, than of ſuch an ef. 


feminate buſy nature in a province that 
does not belong to him. Since you have 


given us the character of a wife who 


wears the breeches, pray ſay ſomething 
of a huſband that wears the petticoat.. 
Why ſhould not a female character be as 
ridiculous in a man, as a male character 
in one of our ſex? I am, &c. 
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NEVER PRESUME TO MAKE A GOD APPEARy 
BUT FOR A BUSINESS WOR THY OF A GOD. 


WE cannot be guilty of a greater 
Ws act of uncharitablenefs, than 
to interpret the afflictions which befal 
our neighbours, as puniſhments and 
_ Judgments. It aggravates the evil to 
bim who ſuffers, when he looks updn 
himſelf as the mark of Divine vengeance, 
and abates the compaſſion of thoſe to- 
wards him, who regard him in ſo dread- 
ful a light. This humour of turning 
every misfortune into a judgment, pro- 
ceeds from wrong notions of religion, 
which, in it's own nature, produces 
good-will towards men, and puts the 
mildeſt conſtruction upon every accident 
that befals them. In this caſe, there- 
fore, it is not religion that ſours a man's 
temper, but it is his temper that fours 
bis religion: people of gloomy unchear- 


ful imaginations, or of envious malig- | 


nant tempers, whatever kind of life they 
are engaged in, will diſcover their na- 
tural tinflure of mind in all their 
thoughts, words, and actions. As the 
fineſt wines have often the taſte of the 
ſoil, ſo even the moſt religious thoughts 
often draw ſomething that is particular 
from the conſtitution of the mind in 
- which they ariſe. When folly or ſuper- 
. Rition ſtriks in with this natural depra- 
vity of temper, it is not in the power, 
even of religion itfelf, to preſerve the 
character of the perſon who is poſſeſſed 
with it, from appearing highly abſurd 
and ridiculous, | | 


 Roscommon. 

An old maiden gentlewoman, whom 
I ſhall conceal under the name of Ne- 
meſis, is the greateſt diſcoverer of judg- 
ments that I have met with. She can 
tell you what ſin it was that ſet ſuch a 


man's houſe on fire, or blew down his 


barns. Talk to her of an unfortunate 
young lady that loſt her beauty by the 


ſmall-pox, ſhe fetches a deep ſigh, and 
tells you, that when ſhe had a fine face, 
ſne was always looking on it in her glaſs. 


Tell her of a piece of good fortune that 
has befallen one of her acquaintance; 
and ſhe wiſhes it may proſper with her; 
but her mother uſed one of- her nieces 
very barbarouſly. Her uſual remarks 
turn upon people who had great eſtates, 


but never enjoyed them by reaſon of 
| ſome flaw in their own or their father's 
behaviour. She can give you the rea- 


ſon why ſuch an one died childleſs : why 


ſuch an one was cut off in the flower of 


his youth : why ſuch an one was un- 
happy in her marriage : why one broke 
his leg on ſuch a particular ſpot of 
ground ; and why another was killed 
with a back-ſword, rather than with any 


other kind of weapon. She has a crime 


for every misfortune that can befal any 
of her acquaintance; and when ſhe hears 
of a robbery that has been made, or à 
murder that has been committed, en- 
larges more on the guilt of the ſuffering 
perſon, than on that of the thief or al- 
ſallin. In ſhort, ſhe is ſo good a Oy 


THE SPECTATOR. 
tian, that whatever hap ens to herſelf 


is a trial, and whatever happens to her 
neighbours is a judgment. 5 
The very deſcription of this fofly, in 
ordinary life, is ſufficient to expoſe it; 
but when it appears in a pomp and dig- 
nity of ſtile, it is very apt to amuſe and 
terrify the mind of the reader. Hero- 
dotus and Plutarch very often apply 
their judgments as impertinently as the 
old woman I have before mentioned, 
though their manner of relating them 
makes the folly itſelf appear venerable. 


Indeed, moſt hiſtorians, as well Chriſ- 


tian as Pagan, have fallen into this idle 
ſuperſtition, and ſpoken of ill ſuccels, 
unforeſeen diſaſters, and terrible events, 
as if they had been let into the ſecrets of 
Providence, and made acquainted with 
that private conduct by which the world 
is governed. One would think ſeveral 
of our own hiftorians in particular had 
many revelations of this kind made to 
them. Our old Engliſh monks ſeldom 
let any of their kings depart in peace, 
who had endeavoured to diminiſh the 


power or wealth of which the eccleſiaſtics 


were in thoſe times poſſeſſed. Wil- 
am the Conqueror's race generally 
found their jundgments in the New Fo- 
reſt, where their father had pulled down 
churches and © monaſteries. In ſhort, 
read one of the chronicles written by an 
author of this frame of mind, and you 
would think you were reading an hiſtory 
of the kings of Iſrael and Judah, where 


the hiſtorians were actually inſpired, and 


where, by a particular ſcheme 'of Pro- 
vidence, the kings were diſtinguiſhed 
by judgments or bleſſings, according as 
they promoted-idolatry or the worſhip of 
the true God. 1 

I cannot but look upon this manner 
of judging upon misfortunes, not only 
to be very uncharitable in regard to the 
perſon on whom they fall, but very pre- 
ſumptuous in regard to him who is ſup- 
poſed to inflict them. It is a ſtrong ar- 
gument for a ſtate of retribution here- 
after, that in this world virtuous per- 
ſons are very often unfortunate, and 


vicious perſons proſperous; Which is 


wholly repugnant to the nature of a Be- 
ing who appears infinitely wiſe and good 
in all his works, unleſs we may ſuppoſe 


that ſuch à promiſcuous and undiſtin- 


guiſning diſtribution of good and evil, 
which was neceſſary for carrying on the 
deſigns of Providence in this life, will 


be rectiſied and made amends for in un- 
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other. We are not therefore to expect 


that fire ſhould Fall from heaven in'the 
ordinary courſe of Providence; nor when 
we fee triumphant guilt or depreſſed 
virtue in particular perſons, that Omni» 
potence will make bare it's holy arm in 
the defence of the one; or puniſhment of 
the other. It is ſufficient that there is a 
day ſet apart for the hearing and requit- 
ing of both according to their reſpec» 
tive merits, . 5 . 


The folly of aſcribing temporal judge 


ments to any particular crimes, may ap- 


pear from ſeveral conſiderations. I ſhall 


only mention two: Firſt, that, generally 
ſpeaking, there is no calamity or afflic- 


tion, which is ſuppoſed to have happen= 


ed as x judgment to a vicious man, 
which does not ſometimes happen to men 


of approved religion and virtue. When 


Diagoras the atheiſt was on board one 


of the Athenian ſhips; there aroſe a very 


violent tempeſt : upon which the mari- 
ners told him, that it was a juſt judg- 
ment upon them for having taken ſo 
impious à man on board. Diagoras 
begged them to look upon the reſt of the 
ſhips that were in the ſame diſtreſs, and 


1 * 


aſked them whether or no Diagoras was 


on board every veſſel in the fleet. We 
are all involved in the ſame calamities, 
and ſubje& to the fame accidents: and 


when we [ee any one of the ſpecies un- 
der any particular oppreſſion, we ſhould _ 


look upon it as arifing from the com- 


mon lot of human nature, rather than 


from the guilt of the perſon who ſuffers. 
Another conſideration, that may check 


our preſumption. in putting ſuch a con- 


ſtruction upon a misfortüne, is this, 
that it is impoſſible for us to know what 


are calamities and what are bleſſings. 


* s ' 


How many accidents have paſſed for 


misfortunes, which have turned to the 


welfare Ne of the perſons to 


whoſe lot they have fallen? How many 
diſappointments have, in their conſe- 


quences, ſaved a man from ruin? If we 


could look into the effects of every thing 


we might be allowed to pronounce bold= 


ly upon bleſſings and judgments; but 
for a man to give his opinion of what 
he ſees but in part, and in it's begins 


nings, is an unjuſtifable piece of raſh- 
neſs and folly. The ſtory of Biton and 


Clitobus, which was in great reputation 
among the heathens, (tor we ſee it quot 
ed by all the ancient aithors, both 
Greek and Latin, who have written upon 
the immortality of * ſoul) may track 
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us a caution in this matter. Theſe two 
brothers, being the ſons of a lady who 
was prieſteſs to Juno, drew their mo- 
ther's chariot to the temple at the time 


Now, as of all profe 


of a great ſolemnity, the perſons being 
abſent who by their office were to have 
drawn her chariot on this occaſion, The 
mother was ſo tranſported with that in- 


ſtance of filial duty, that ſhe petitioned 


her goddeſs to beftow upon them the 
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greateſt gift that could be given to men; 
upon which they were both caſt into a 


deep ſleep, and the next morning found 
dead in the temple, This was ſuch an 


event, as would have been conſtrued 
into a judgment, had it happened to the 


two brothers after an act of diſobedience, 
and would doubtleſs have been repre. 


ſented as ſuch by any ancient hiſtorian 
who had given us an account of it. 0 
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NO MAN'S ABILITIES ARE SO REMARKABLY SHINING, AS NOT TO STAND IN 
NEED OF A PROPER OPPORTUNITY, A PATRON, AND EVEN THE PRAISES or 
A:FRIEND, TO RECOMMEND THEM TO THE NOTICE OF THE WORL De 


MA. SPECTATORy 5 "BG 
OF all the young fellows who are in 
their progreſs through any profeſ- 

fion, none ſeem to have ſo good a title 


to the protection of the men of eminence 


in it as the modeſt man; not ſo much 

becauſe his modeſty is a certain indica- 

tion of his merit, as becauſe it is a cer- 

tain obſtacle to the producing of it. 
ons this virtue 1s 

thought to be more particularly unne- 
ceflary.in that of the law than in any 


other, I ſhall only apply myſelf to the 
relief of fuch who follow this profeſſion 


with this diſadvantage. What aggravates 
the matter is, that thoſe perſons, who, 
the better to prepare themſelves for this 
ſtudy, have made ſome progreſs in others, 


have, by addicting themſelves to letters, 


increaſed their natural modeſty, and 


conſequently heightened the obſtrution 
to this ſort of preferment; ſo that every 


one of theſe may emphatically be ſaid to 
be ſuch/a one as —“ laboureth and taketh 


©: pains, and is ſtill the more behind.” * 


Jt may be a -matter worth diſcuſſing 
then, why that which made a youth {o 
" amiable to the ancients, ſhould make 


him appear ſo ridiculous to the moderns ? 
and, why in our days there ſhould be 
_ neglect, and even oppreſſion of young 
beginners, inſtead of that protection 


which was the pride of theirs? In the 
profeſſion ſpoken of, it is obvious to 
, every one whoſe attendance is required 
at Weſtminſter Hail, with what diffi- 


culty a youth of any modeſty has been 
permitted to make an obſervation, that 


could in no wiſe detra&t from the merit 
of his elders, and is abſolutely neceſſary 
for the advancing his own. I have of- 
ten ſeen one of theſe not only moleſted 
in his utterance of ſomething very per- 
tinent, but even plundered of his queſ- 
tion, and by a ſtrong ſerjeant ſhoulder- 
ed out of his rank, which he has reco- 


vered with much difficulty and confu- 


fion. Now as great part of the buſineſs 


of this profeſſion might be diſpatched by 


one that perhaps 


abeft virtute diſerti 


Maſſalæ, nec ſeit quantum Cauſellius Aulus; 
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——- wants Meſſala's powerful eloquence, 
And is leſs read than deep Cauſellius: 
| £ RoscoMMoNs 


ſo I cannot conceive the injuſtice done 


to the public, if the men of reputation 


in this calling would introduce ſuch of 
the young ones into buſineſs, whoſe ap- 
plication in this ſtudy will-let them into 
the ſecrets of it, as much as their mo- 
deſty will hinder them from the practice: 
1 ſay, it would be laying an everlaſting 
obligation upon a young man, to be in- 
troduced at firſt only as a mute, till by 
his countenance, and a reſolution to 
ſupport the good opinion conceived 0! 
him in his betters, his complexion ſhall 
be ſo well ſettled, that the litigious of 
this iſland may be ſecure of this obſtre- 
perous aid. If I might be indulged to 
ſpeak in the ſtile of a lawyer, I would 
ſay, that any one about thirty years of 

1 age 
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age might make a common motion to 
the court with as much elegance and 
_ propriety as the moſt aged advocates in 

the hall. | 

I cannot advance the merit of mo- 
deſty by any argument of my own ſo 
powerfully as by inquiring into the ſen- 
timents the greateſt among the ancients 
of different ages entertained upon this 
virtue. If we go back to the days of 
Solomon, we ſhall find favour a neceſ- 
ſary conſequence to a ſhame-faced man. 


Pliny, the greateſt lawyer and moſt ele- 


gant writer of the age he lived in, in ſe- 
veral of his epiſtles is very ſolicitous in 
recommending to the public ſome young 
men, of his own profeſſion, and very 
often undertakes to become an advocate, 
upon condition that ſome one of theſe 
his favourites might be joined with him, 


in order to produce the merit of ſuch, 


whoſe modeſty otherwiſe would have 
ſuppreſſed it. It may. ſeem very mar- 
vellous to a ſaucy modern, that * 2zul- 
tum ſanguinis, multum verecundiæ, 
© multum ſollicitudinis in ore; to have 
© the face firſt full of blood, then the 
© countenance. daſhed with modeſty, and 


« then the whole aſpe& as of one dying 


« with fear, when a man begins to ſpeak; 
ſhould be eſteemed by Pliny the neceſ- 
fary qualifications of a fine ſpeaker. 
Shakeipeare alſo has expreſſed humſelf 
in the ſame favourable ſtrain of mo- 
deſty, when he ſays — 85 


. modeſty of fearful duty 
] read as much as from the rattling tongue 
Of ſaucy and audacious eloguence 


Now ſince theſe authors have profeſ- 
ſed themſelves for the modeſt man, even 
in the utmoſt confuſions of ſpeech and 
countenance, why ſhould an intrepid 
utterance and a reſolute vociferation 
thunder ſo ſucceſsfully in our courts of 
juſtice? And why ſhould that confidence 
of ſpeech and behaviour, which ſeems to 
acknowledge no ſuperior, and to defy 


all contradiction, prevail over that de · 


ference and reſignation with which the 
modeſt man implores that favourable 
opinion w.ic.i the other ſeems to com- 
mand ? | 

As the caſe at preſent ſtands, the beſt 
confolation that I can adminiſter to thoſe 
who cannot get into that ſtroke of buſi- 


neſs (a the phraſe is) which they de- 


ſerve, is to reckon every particular ac- 


quiſition of knowledge in this ſtudy as 


come upon the ſtage himſelf. 
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a real increaſe of their fortune; and fully 
to believe, that one day this imaginary - 
gain will certainly be made out by one 
more ſubſtantial. I wiſh you would 
talk to us a little on this head; you would 
oblige, Sir, your humble ſervant. 


The author of this letter is certainly 
a man of good ſenſe; but I am perhaps 
particular in my opinion on this occa- 
ſion; for I have obſerved that under the 


notion of modeſty, men have indulged 


themſelves in ſpiritleſs ſheepiſhneſs, and 
been for ever loſt to themſelves, their 
families, their friends, and their coun- 


try. When a man has taken care to 


ap to nothing but what he may juſt- 
y aim at, and can execute as well as 
any other, without injuſtice to any other; 
it is ever want of breeding or courage to 
be brow-beaten or elbowed out of his' 


| honeſt ambition. I have ſaid often, mo- 
deſty muſt be an act of the will, and yet it 


always implies ſelf-denial; for if a man 
has an ardent deſire to do what is laud- 
able for him to perform, and, from an 
unmanly baſhfulneſs, ſhrinks away, and 
lets his merit languiſh in ſilence, he 
ought not to be angry at the world that 
a more unſkilful actor ſucceeds in his 
part, becauſe he has not confidence to 

The ge- 
neroſity my correſpondent mentions f 
Pliny, cannot be enough applauded. 


To cheriſh the dawn of merit, and 


haſten it's maturity, was a work worthy 
a noble Roman and a liberal ſcholar. 
That concern which is deſcribed in the 


letter, is to all the world the greateſt 


charm imaginable; but then the modeſt 


man muſt proceed, and ſhew @ latent 


reſolution in himſelf ; for the admira- 
tion of hes modeſty ariſes from the ma- 
nifeſtation of his merit. I muſt contels 
we live in an age wherein a few empty 
bluſterers carry away the praiſe of ſpeak - 


ing, while a crowd of fellows oyer- 


ſtocked with knowledge are run down 
by them: I ſay, over-ſtockeil, becauſe 


they certainly are ſo as to their ſervice 


of mankind, if from their very ſtore 
they raiſe to themſelves ideas of reſpect, 
and greatneſs of the occaſion, and I 
know not what, to diſable themſelves. 


from explaining their thoughts. I muſt 


confeſs, when I have ſeen Charles 


Frankair riſe up with a commanding 
mien, and torrent of handſome words, 
talk a mile off the purpoſe, and drive 
down twenty b vm of ten times 

6 F 


his 


952 
his ſenfe, who at the ſame time were 
envying his, impudence and deſpiſing his 


- 


underſtanding, it has been matter of 


great mirth to me; but it ſoon ended in 
a ſecret lamentation, that the fountains 
of every thing praiſe-worthy in theſe 
realms, the univerſities, ſhould be fo 
muddled with a falſe ſenſe of this virtue, 
as to produce men capable of being ſo 
abuſed, I will be bold to fay, that it 
Is a ridiculous education which does not 
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qualify a man to make his beſt appear- 
ance before the greateſt man and the 
fineſt woman to whom he can addreſs. 
himſelf, Were this judicially corrected 
in the nurſeries of learning, pert cox- 
combs would know their diſtance: but 
we muſt bear with this falſe modeſty in 
our young nobility and gentry, till theß 
ceaſe at Oxford and Cambridge to grow 
dumb in the ſtudy ef eloquence, 


Ne COCCEXXXV. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16. 


NIHIL TAM FI&MUM EST, CUI PERICULUM NON SIT, ETIAM AB INVALIDO» | 


Quix r. CuRT. L. Vil, C. . 


THE STRONGEIT THINGS ARE IN DANGER EVEN FROM THE WEAKEST. 


MR» SPECTATOR, | 5 
AJ Lord Clarendon has obſerved 
That few men have done more 
harm than thoſe who have been thought 
© to beable to do leaſt; and there cannot 
be a greater error than to believe a 


4 man whom we ſee qualified with too 


© mean parts to do good, to be therefore 
c incapable of doing hurt. There is a 
c ſupply of malice, of pride, of induſtry, 
© andeven of folly, in the weakeſt, when 


© he ſets his heart upon it, that makes 
« ſtrange progreſs in miſchief.* What 


may ſeem to the reader the greateſt para- 
dox in the reflection of: the hiſtorian, is, 
I ſuppoſe, that folly, which is generally 
thought mcapable of contriving or exe- 
cuting any deſign, ſhould be fo formi- 


dable to thoſe whom it exerts itſelf to 


moleſt. But this will appear very plain, 
if we remember that Solomon ſays—* It 
is ſport to a fool to do miſchief;” 
and that he might the more emphatically 


exprels the calamitous circumſtances of 
him who falls under the diſpleaſure of 


this wanton perſon, the ſame author 
adds further, that * a ſtone Is heavy, 
© and the ſand weighty, but a fool's 
© wrath is heavier than them both.” It 
is impoſſible to ſuppreſs my own illuſ- 


tration upon this matter, which is, That 


as the man of ſagacity beſtirs himſelf to 
diſtreſs his enemy by methods probable 
and reducible to reaton, ſo the ſame rea- 
ſon will fortify his enemy to elude theſe 
his regular efforts; but your fool pro- 
jects, acts, and concludes with ſuch no- 


table inconſiſtence, that no regular courſe 


of thought can evade or counterplot his 


matureſt deliberations. 
the levee of any great man, you will 


prodigious machinations. My frontiſ- 
piece, I believe, may be extended to 
imply, that ſeveral of our misfortunes 
ariſe from things as well as perſons, that 
ſeem of very little conſequence. Into 


what tragicalextravagancies does Shake- 


ſpeare hurry Othello upon the loſs of an 


handkerchief only? and what barbarities 


does Deſdemona ſuffer from a flight in- 
advertency in regard to this fatal trifle? 
If the ſchemes of all enterprizing ſpirits 
were to be carefully examined, ſome in- 
tervening accident, 
enough to occaſion any debate upon, or 
give them any apprehenſion of ill conſe- 

quence from it, will be found to be the 
occaſion of their ill ſucceſs, rather than 

any error in points of moment and dit- 

ficulty, which naturally engaged their 
If you go to. 


obſerve him exceeding gracious to ſeve. 
ral very infignificant fellows ; and this 
upon this maxim, that the neglect of 


any perſon muſt ariſe from the mean 


opinion you have of his capacity to do 
you any ſervice or prejudice; and that 
this calling his+ſufticiency in queſtion, 
muſt give him inclination, and where 
this is, there never wants ſtrength or 
opportunity to annoy you. There is 
no body ſo weak of invention, that can- 


not aggravate or make ſome little ſtories 


to vilify his enemy; and there are very 


few but have good inclinations to hear 


them, and it is infinite pleaſure to the 
majority of mankind to level a perſon 
ſuperior to his neighbours. . Beſides, in 


all matter of controyerſy, that party 


which 


not conſiderable 
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which has the greateſt abilities labours 
under this prejudice, that he will cer- 
tainly be ſuppoſed, upon account of his 
abilities, to have done an injury, when 

rhaps he has received one. It would 
be tedious to enumerate the ſtrokes that 
nations and particular friends have ſuf- 
fered from perſons very contemptible. 

I think Henry IV. of France, ſo for- 
midable to his neighbours, could no 


more be ſecured againſt the reſolute vil- 


lainy of Ravilliac, than Villiers, Duke 
of Buckingham, could be againſt that 
of Felton. And there is no incenſed 
perſon ſo deſtitute, but can provide him- 
ſelf with a knife or a piſtol, if he finds 
ſtomach to apply them. That things 


and perſons of no moment ſhould give 


ſuch powerful revolutions to the pro- 


greſs of thoſe of the greateſt, ſeems a 
providential diſpoſition to baffle and 
abate the pride of human ſufficiency; 
as alſo to engage the humanity and be- 
nevolence of ſuperiors to all below them, 


by letting them into this ſecret, that the 


ſtronger depends upon the weaker. I 
am, Sir, your very humble ſervant. 


TEMPLE, PAPER BUILDINGS» 
1 DEAR SIR; 5 | 1175 : 
I Received a letter from you ſome time 
1 ago, which J ſhould have anſwered 


ſooner, had you informed me in yours 
to what part of this iſland I might have 


directed my impertinence; but having 


been let into the knowledge of that mat- 
ter, this handſome excuſe is no longer 
ſerviceable. My neighbour Prettyman 
ſhall be the ſubject of this letter; who 
falling in with the Spectator's doctrine 


concerning the month of May, began- 


from that ſeafon to dedicate himſelf to 
the ſervice-of the fair in the following 
manner. I obſerved at the beginning of 
the month he bought him a new night- 


gown, either ſide to be worn outwards, 


both equally gorgeous and attractive; 
but till the end of the month I did not 
enter ſo fully into the knowledge of his 
contrivance, as the uſe of that garment 
has ſince ſuggeſted to me. Now you 
muſt know, that all new clothes raiſe 
and warm the readers imagination into 
a conceit of his being a much finer gen- 


tleman than he was before, banithing 


all ſobriety and reflection, and giving 
him up to gallantry and amour. In- 


flamed therefore with this way of think - 


ing, and full of the ſpirit of the month 


* 
of May, did this mercileſs youth reſolve 


upon the buſineſs of ee At 


firlt he confined himſelf to his room 
only, now and then appearing at his 
window in his night-gown, and prac- 
tiſing that eaſy 8. which expreſſes 


the very top and dignity of languiſh- 


ment. It was pleaſant to ſee him diver- 
ſify his lovelineſs, ſometimes obliging 
the paſſengers only with a ſide 2 
with a bock in his hand; ſometimes be- 
ing ſo generous as to expoſe the whole 
in the fulneſs of it's beauty; at other 
times by a judicious throwing back his 
periwig, he would throw in his ears. 
You know he is that ſort of perſon which 
the mob call a handſome jolly man; 
which appearance cannot miſs of cap- 
tives in this part of the town. Being 
emboldened by daily ſucceſs, he leaves 
his room with a reſolution to extend his 
conqueſts; and I have apprehended him 
in his night-gown ſmiting in all parts 
of this neighhourhoods 

This I, being of an amorous com- 
plexion, ſaw with indignation, and had 


thoughts of purchaſing a wig in theſe 


parts; into which, being at a greater 
diſtance from the earth, I might have 


_ thrown a very liberal mixture of white 
| horſe hair, which would make a fairer, 


and canſequently a handſomer appear-. 
ance, while my ſituation would ſecure 
me againſt any diſcoveries. But the 
paſſion to the handſome gentleman ſeems 
to be ſo fixed to that part of the builtl- 

ing, that it may be extremely difficult 

to divert it to mine; ſo that Fam reſolved _ 
to ſtand boldly to the complexion of my 


own eye-brow, and prepare me an im- 


menſe black wig of the ſame ſort of 
ſtructure with that of my rival. Now, 
though by this I ſhall not, perhaps, 
leſſen the number of the admirers of his 
complexion, I ſhall have a fair chance 
to divide the paſſengers by the irreſiſti- 
ble force of mine. | 0 | 
I expect ſudden diſpatches from you, 
with advice of the family you are in 
now, how to deport myſelf upon this fo. 
delicate a conjuncture; with ſome com- 
fortable reſolutions in favour of the- 
handſome black man againſt the hand- 
ſome fair-one. I am, Sir, your moſt. 
humble ſervant, he, C | 


N. B. He who writ this, is a black 
man, two pair of ſtairs; the gentleman of 
whom he writes, 4s fair, and one pair 
VVV 
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MR. SPECTATOR, 
Only ſay, that it is impoſſible for me 
to ſay how much I am, yours, 
Ht ROBIN SHORTER. 
P. S. I ſhall think it a little hard, if 
you do not take as much notice of this 
epiſtle, as you have of the ingenious 
Mr. Short's. I am not afraid to let the 
world ſee which is the deeper man of the 
two. ; a | 
' ADVERTISEMENT. 


8 LONDON, SEPTEMBER 15. 
| WHEREAS a young woman on horſe- 
back, in an equeſtrian habit, on the 


13th inſtant in the evening met the 
SpeRator within a mile and an half of 
this town, and flying in the face of juſ- 
tice, pulled off her hat, in which there 
was a feather, with the mien and air of 
a young officer, ſaying at the ſame time 
— Your ſervant, Mr. Spec.“ or words 


to that purpoſe : this is to give notice, 


that if any perſon can diſcover the name, 
and place of abode of the ſaid offender, 
fo as the can be brought to juſtice, the 
informant ſhall have all fitting encou- 
ragement. | | 


Ne CCCCLXXXVI. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER x7, 


AVDIRE EST OPERA PRETIUM, PROCEDERE RECTE 


QUi MOECHIS NON VULT16 


IMITATEDs | 
ALL YOU, WHO THINK THE CITY NE'ER CAN THRIVE, 


TILL EV'RY CUCKOLD-MAKER'S FLEA'D ALIVE, 


4117 EN 


IR. SPECTATOR, 


HERE are many of my acquaint- 


ance followers of Socrates, with 


more particular regard, to that part of 


his philoſophy which we, among our- 
ſelves, call his domeſtics ; under which 
denomination, or title, we include all the 


conjugal joys and ſufferings. We have 


indeed, with very great pleaſure, ob- 
ſer ved the honour you do the whole fra- 
ternity of the hen-pecked, in placing 


that illuſtrious man at our head, and it 
does in a very great meaſure baffle the 


raillery of pert rogues who have no ad- 
vantage above us, but in that they are 
ſingle. But when you look about into 
the crowd of mankind, you will find 
the {2ir-ſex reigns with greater tyranny 
over lovers than huſbands. You ſhall 
nardlʒ meet one in a thouſand who is 
wholly exempt from their dominion, 
and thoſe that are ſo are capable of no 
taſte of life, and breathe and walk about 
the earth as inſignificants. But I am 
going to deſire your further favour in 
behalf of our harmleſs brotherhood, and 
hope you will ſhew in a true light the 


unmarried hen-pecked, as well as you 


have done juſtice to us, who ſubmit to 
the conduct of our wives. I am very 
particularly, acquainted with one who 


is under intire ſubmiſſion to a kind girl, 
25 he cally her; and though hie knows I 


Por E. 


have been witneſs both to the ill uſage 


he has received from her, and his inabi- 
lity to reſiſt her tyranny, he ſtill pretends 
to make a jeſt of me for a little more 
than ordinary obſequiouſneſs to my 
ſpouſe. No longer than Tueſday lait 
he took me with him to viſit his miſtreſs; 
and he having, it ſeems, been a little in 


diſgrace before, thought by bringing me 


with him ſhe would conſtrain herſelf, 


and inſenſibly fall into general diſcourſe 


with him; and ſo he might break the 
ice, and ſave himſelf all the ordinary 
compunctions and mortifications ſhe uſed 


to make him ſuffer before ſhe would be 
_ reconciled, after any act of rebellion on 


his part. When we came into the room, 
we were received with the utmoſt cold- 


neſs; and when he preſented me as Mr. 
Such a-one, his very good friend, ſhe 
had juſt patience to ſuffer my ſalutation; 
but when he himſelf, with a very gay _ 


air, offered to follow me, ſhe gave him 


a thundering box on the ear, called him 


a pitiful poor-ſpirited wretch, hew durſt 
he ſee her face? His wig and hat fell on 
different parts of the floor. She ſeized 
the wig too ſoon for him to recover it, 
and kicking it down ſtairs, threw herſeif 


into an oppoſite room, pulling the door 


after her with a force, that you would 
have thought the hinges would have 


given Way. We went down, you mu ſt 
: ys | think 3 


T 
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think, with no very good countenances; 
and as we ſneaked off, and were driv- 
ing home together, he confeſſed to me, 
that her anger was thus highly raiſed, 
becauſe he did not think fit to fight a 
gentleman who had ſaid, ſhe was what 
ſhe was—* But, ſays he, a kind let- 
« ter or two, or fifty pieces, will put 
© her in humour again.“ I aſked him 
why he did not part with her; he an- 
ſwered, he loved her with all the ten- 
derneſs imaginable, and ſhe had too 
many charms to be abandoned for a 
little quickneſs of ſpirit. Thus does 
this illegitimate hen-pecked overlook the 
huſſy's having no regard to his very life 
and fame, in putting him upon an in- 
famous diſpute about her reputation; 

et has he the confidence to laugh at me, 
ecauſe I obey my poor dear in keeping 
out of harm's way, and not ſtaying too 
late from my own family, to paſs through 
the hazards of a town full of ranters and 
debauchees. You that are a philoſo- 
pher ſhould urge in our behalf, that when 
we bear with a froward woman, our 
patience is preſerved, in conſideration 
that a breach with her might be a dil- 
honour to children who are deſcended 
from us, and whoſe concern makes us 
tolerate a thouſand frailties, for fear 
they ſhould redound diſhonour upon the 
innocent. This and the like circum- 
ſtances, which carry with them the moſt 
valuable regards of human life, may be 
mentioned for our long- ſufferings; but 
in the caſe of gallants, they ſwallow ill 
uſage from one to whom they have no 
obligation, but from a baſe paſſion, 
which it is mean to indulge, and which 
it would be glorious to overcome. 

Theſe ſort of fellows are very nume- 
rous, and ſome have been conſpicuouſly 
ſuch, without ſhame; nay, they have 
carried on the jeſt in the very article of 
death, and to the diminution of the 
wealth and happineſs of their families, 
in bar of thoſe honourably near to them, 
have left immenſe wealth to their para- 
mours. What is thas but being a cully 
in the grave! Sure this is being hen- 
pecked with a vengeance! But without 
dwelling upon theſe leſs frequent in- 
ſtances of eminent cullyiſm, What is 


a woman of the town. 


* 


there ſo common as to hear a fellow curſe 
his fate that he cannot get rid of a paſ- 
ſion to a jilt, and quote a half line out 
of a miſcellany poem to prove his weak - 
neſs is natural? If they will go on thus, 
I have nothing to ſay to it: but then 
let them not pretend to be free all this 
while, and laugh at us as poor married 
patients. | | 
I have known one wench in this town 
carry a haughty dominion over her lovers 
ſo well, that ſhe has at the ſame time 
been kept by a ſea- captain in the Straits, 


-- 


a merchant in the city, a country gen- 


tleman in Hampſhire, and had all her 
correſpondences managed by one ſhe kept 
for her own uſes. This happy man (as 
the phraſe is) uſed to write very punc- 
tually, every poſt, letters for the miſtreſs 


to tranſerbe. He would fit in his night- 


gown and ſlippers, and be as grave giv- 
ing an account, only changing names, 
that there was nothing in thoſe idle re- 
ports they had heard of ſuch a ſcoundrel 
as one of the other lovers was; and ho- 
could he think ſhe could condeſcend ſo 
low, after ſuch a fine gentleman as each 


of them? For the fame epiſtle {aid the 


ſame thing to and of every one of them. 
And fo Mr. Secretary and his lady went 
to bed with great order, _ | 

To be ſhort, Mr. Spectator, we huſ- 
bands ſhall never make the figure we 


ought in_ the imaginations of young 


men growing up in the world, except 
you can bring it about that a man of the 
town ſhall be as infamous a character as 
But of all that 
I have met in my time, commend me 
to Betty Duall ; ſhe is the wife of a 


ſailor, and the kept miſtreſs of a man of 


quality ; ſhe dweils with the latter dur- 
ing the ſea-faring of the former. The 
huſband aſks no queſtions, ſees his apart- 
ments furniſhed with riches not his, when 
he comes into port, and the lover is as 


_ Joyful as a man arrived at his haven 


when the other puts to ſea. Betty is 


the moſt eminently victorious of any of 
her ſex, and @eught to ſtand recorded the 


only woman of the age in which the 
lives, who has poſſeſſed at the fame 
time two abnſed, and two contented 

| ; ö T 
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Ne CCCCLXXXVIL THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER g. 


25 — CUM PROSTRATA SOPORE | | 
URGET MEMBRA QUIES, ET MENS SINE PONDERE LUDIT. 


PETR» 


WHILE SLEEP OPPRESSES THE TiR'D LIMBS, THE MIND 


PLAYS WITHOUT WEIGHT, AND WANTONS UN CONTIN'p. 


HOUGH there are many authors, 
A who have written on dreams, they 
have generally conſidered them. only as 
revelations of what has already happen- 
ed in diſtant parts of the world, or as 
preſages of # 2:4 is. to happen in future 

eriods of time. | | | 

I ſhall conſider this ſubject in another 


light, as dreams may give us ſome idea 


of the great excellency of a human ſoul, 
and ſome intimation of it's independency 
on matter. | 8 

In the firſt place, our dreams are great 
inſtances of that activity which is natu- 
ral to the human ſoul, and which it is 

not in the power of ſleep to deaden or 
abate, When the man appears tired 
and worn out with the labpurs of the 


day, this active part in his compolition 


is ſtill buſied and unwearied. When 


the organs of ſenſe want their due repoſe 


and neceſſary reparations, and the body 
is no longer able to keep pace with that 


ſpiritual ſubſtance to which it is united, 


the ſoul exerts herſelf in ſeveral facul- 
ties, and continues in action until her 
partner is again qualified to bear her 


| company. In this caſe dreams look like 


the relaxations and .amuſements of the 
foul, when ſhe is diſincumbered of her 
machine; her ſports and recreations, 
when ſhe has laid her charge aſleep. 

In the ſecond place, dreams are an 
inſtance of that agility and perfection 
which is natural to the faculties of the 
mind, when they are diſengaged from 
the body. The ſoul is clogged and re- 
tarded in her operations, when ſhe acts 


in conjunction with a companion that is 


ſo heavy and unwieldy in it's motions. 
But in dreams it is wonderful to ob- 
ſerve with what ſprightliceſs and alacrity 
ſhe exerts herielf. 
make unpremeditated harangues, or 
_ converſe readily in languages that the 

are but little acquainted with, The 
grave abound in pleaſantries, the dull 
in' repartees and points of wit, 


The flow of ſpeech. 


There 
is not a more painful action of the mind, 


than invention; yet in dreams it works 


with that eaſe and activity that we arc 
not ſenſible when the faculty is employ- 
ed, For inſtance, I believe every one, 
{ome time or other, dreams that he is 
reading papers, books, or letters; in 
which caſe the invention prompts fo 
readily,. that the mind is impoſed upon, 
and miſtakes it's own ſuggeſtions for 
the compoſitions of another. | 

I ſhall, under this head, quote a paſ- 
ſage out of the Religio Medici, in which 
the ingenious author gives an account 
of himſelf in his dreaming and his wak- 
ing thoughts. We are ſomewhat. 
© more than ourſelves in our ſleeps, and 
© the ſlumber: of the body ſeems to be 
© bur the waking of the ſoul. It is the 
© ligation of ſenſe, but the liberty of 
* reaſon; and our waking conceptions 
do not match the fancies of our ſleeps; 
© At my nativity my aſcendant was the 
© watery ſign of Scorpio: I was born 
© in the planetary hour of Saturn, and! 
© think I have a piece of that leaden 
© planet in'me. I am no way facetious, 
© nor diſpoſed for the mirth and galliar- 
© dize of company; yet in one dream I 
can compoſe a whole comedy, behold 
© the action, apprehend the jeſts, and 
© laugh myſelf awake at the conceits 
thereof. Were my memory as faith- 
© ful as my reaſon is then fruitful, I 
© would never ſtudy but in my dreams; 
and this time alſo would I chute for 
© my devotions ; but our groſſer memp- 
© ries have then ſo little hold of our ab- 
© ſtrated underſtandings; that they for- 
# get the ſtory, and can only relate to 


© our awakened ſouls: a confuſed and 


© broken tale of that that has paſſed. — | 
Thus it is obferved that men ſometimes, 
© upon the hour of their departure, do 


ſpeak and reaſon; above themſelves 3 


© for then the ſoul heginning to he freed 

© from the ligaments of the body, be- 

gins to reaſon like herſelf, and to diſ- 
© courſe in a ſtrain above mortality. 

We may likewiſe obſerve in the third 

N | | | places 
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place, that the paſſions affect the mind 
with greater ſtrength when we are aſleep 
than when we are awake. Joy and ſor- 
row give us more vigorous ſenſations of 
pain or pleaſure at this time, than any 
other. Devotion likewiſe, as the excel- 
lent author above-mentioned has hinted, 
is in a very particular manner heightened 
and inflamed, when it riſes in the ſoul 


at a time that the body is thus laid at 


reſt. Every man's experience will in- 
form him in this matter, though it is 
very probable, that this may happen 
| Jifcrently in different conſtitutions. I 
hall conclude this head with the two 
following problems, which 1 {hall leave 
to the ſolutien of my reader. Suppol- 
ing a man always happy in his dreams, 
and miſerable in his waking thoughts, 
and that his life was equally divided be- 
tween them, whether would he be more 
happy or miſerable? Were a man a king 
in his dreams, and a beggar awake, 
and dreamed as conſequentially, and in 
as continued unbroken ſchemes as he 
thinks when awake, whether he would 
be in reality a king or a beggar, or ra- 
ther whether he would not be both ? 


There is another circumſtance, which 


methinks gives us a very high idea of 
the nature of the ſoul, in regard to what 
paſſes in dreams: I mean that innumer- 
able multitude and variety of ideas which 
then ariſe in her. Were that active and 
watchful being only conſcious of her own 
exiſtence at ſuch a time, what a painful 
ſolitude would her hours of ſleep be! 
Were the foul ſenſible of her being alone 


in her ſleeping moments, after the ſame 


manner that ſhe is ſenſible of it while 
awake, the time would hang very heavy 
on her, as it often actually does when 
he dreams that ſhe is in ſuch ſolitude. 


17 


— ——emperque relingui 
Sala. ſibi, ſemper longam incomitata videtur 
e v iam — 

VIR C. EN. IV. VER. 466. 
| — She ſeems alone 
To wander in her ſleep thro' ways unknown, 
Guideleſs and dark.  DavDene 


| EIT 


But this obſcrvation I only make by 
the way, What I would here remark, 


is that wonderful power in the ſoul, of 


producing her own company on theſe 
occaſions. She converſcs with number- 
leſs beings of her own creation, and is 
tranſported into ten thouſand ſcenes of 
her own raiſing. She is herſelf the 
theatre, the actor, and the bcholder, 


© of his own.? 
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This purs me in mind of a ſaying which 
I am infinitely pleaſed with, and which 
Plutarch aſcribes to Heraclitus—* That 
© all men whilſt they are awake are in 
© one common world ; but that each of 
© them, when he is aſleep, is in a world 
The waking man is 
converſant in the world of nature; when 
he ſleeps he retires to a private world 
that 1s particular to himſelf. There 
ſcems ſomething in this conſideration 
that intimates to us a natural grandeur 
and perfection in the foul, which is ra- 
ther to be admired than explained. 

I muſt not omit that argument for the 
excellency of the ſoul, which I have 
ſcen quoted out of Tertullian, namely, 
it's power of divining in dreams. That 
ſeveral ſuch divinations have been made, 
none can queſtion, who believes the 
holy writings, or who has. but the leaſt 
degree of a common hiſtorical faith 
there being innumerable inſtances of this 
nature in ſeveral authors, both ancient 
and modern, ſacred and profane. Whe- 
ther ſuch dark prelages, ſuch viſions of 
the night, proceed from any latent power 


in the ſoul, during this her ſtate of ab- 


ſtraction, or from any communication 
with the Supreme Being, or from any 


operation of ſubordinate ſpirits, has been 


a great diſpute among the learned; the 


matter of fact is, I think, inconteſtable, 


and has been looked upon as ſuch by the 
greateſt writers, ho have been never ſuſ- 


pected either of ſuperſtition or enthuſiaſm. 


do not ſuppoſe, that the ſoul in theſe 


inſtances is intirely loofe and unfettered 
from the body; it is ſufficient, if ſhe is 
not fo far ſunk and immerſed in matter, 


not intangled and perplexed in her ope- 


rations, with ſuch motions of blood and 


ſpirits, as vhen ſhe actuates the machine 
in it's waking hours. The corporeal 
union is flackened enough to give the 
mind more play. The foul ſeems ga- 


thered within herſelt, and recovers that 


ſpring which is broke and weakened, 
when ſhe operates more in concert with 


the body. | | | 
The ſpeculations I have here made, 
if they are not arguments, they are at 
leaſt ſtrong intimations, not — 4 


of the 
excellency of a human ſoul, but of it's 
independence on the body; and if they 
do not prove, do at leaſt confirm theſe 
two great points, which are eſtabliſhed 
by many other reaſons that are altogether 
unanſwerable. | 
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QUANTI EMPTA? PARVOs 


QUANTI ERG0? oro ASSIBUS» Engv! 


HoR. SAT, Ile L. 2. VER« 1360 


WHAT DOTH IT COST? NOT MUCH, UPON MY WORD, 


| HOW MUCH, PRAY? WHY, TWO-PENCE. TWO-PENCE! © LonD! 


I Find, by ſeveral letters which I re- 
1 ceive daily, that many of my readers 


would be better pleaſed to pay three- 


halfpence for my paper, than two-pence. 
The ingenious T. W. tells me, that I 
have deprived him of the beſt part of 
his breakfaſt, for that ſince the riſe of 
my paper, he is forced every morning 
to drink his diſh of coffee by itſelf, 
without the addition of the Spectator, 
that uſed to be better than Jace to it. 
 Fugenius informs me very obligingly, 
that he never thought he ſhould have 
diſliked any paſſage in my paper, but 
that of late there have been two words 
in every one of them, which he could 
heartily wiſh left out, viz. Price Two- 
ence. I have a letter from a ſoap- 
boiler, who condoles with me very af- 
fectionately, upon the neceſſity we both 
lie under of ſetting an high price on 
our commodities, ſince the late tax has 
been laid upon them, and deſiring me 
when I write next on that ſubject, to 
ſpeak a word or two upon the preſent 
duties on Caſtile ſoap. But there is 
none of theſe my correſpondents, who 
writes with a greater turn of good ſenſe 
and elegance of expreſſion, than the ge- 
nerous Philomedes, who adviſes me to 


value 24 SpeCtator at Six-pence, and 


promiſes that he himſelf will engage for 


above a hundred of his acquaintance, 


who ſhall take it in at that price. | 

Letters from the female world are 
| likewiſe come to me, in great quantities, 
upon the ſame occaſion; and as I na- 
turally bear a great deference to this 
part of our ſpecies, I am very glad to 
find that thoſe who approve my conduct 


in this particular, are much more nu- 


merous than thoſe who condemn it. A 
large family of daughters have drawn 
me up a very handſome remonſtrance, 
in which they {et forth, that their father 
having refuſed to take in the Spectator, 
ſince the additional price was tet upon 
it, they offered him unanimouſly to bate 
him the article of bread and butter in 
the tea-table account, provided the 


| | CrEEcH, 
Spectator might be ſerved up to them 
every morning as uſual. Upon this the 


old gentleman being pleaſed, it ſeems, 
with their deſire of improving them- 
ſelves, has granted them the continuance 
both of the Spectator and bread and 
butter, having given particular orders 
that the tea-table ſhall be ſet forth every 
morning with it's cuſtomary bill of fare, 
and without any manner of defalcation: 
I thought myſelf obliged to mention 


this particular, as it does honour to this 


worthy gentleman; and if the young 
lady Lætitia, who ſent me this account, 
will acquaint me with his name, Iwill 
inſert it at length in one of my papers, 
if he deſires it. | 
I ſhould be very glad to find out any 
expedient that might alleviate: the ex- 
pence which this my paper brings to 


any of my readers; and, in order to it, 
muſk propoſe two points to their conſi- 


deration. Firſt, that if they retrench 
any the ſmalleſt particular in their or- 
dinary expence, it will eaſily make up 
the half-penny a day which we have now 
under conſideration. Let a lady facri- 
fice but a ſingle ribbon to her morning 
ſtudies, and it will be ſufficient : let a 
family burn but a candle a night leſs 
than their yſual number, and they may 
take in the Spectator without detriment | 
to their private affairs. Ts 

In the next place, if the readers will 
not go to the price of buying my papers 
by retail, let them have patience, and 
they may buy them in the lump, with- 
out the burthen of a tax upon them. 
My ſpeculations, when they are ſold 


ſingle, like cherries upon the ſtick, art 


delights for the rich and wealthy; after 
ſome time they come to market in great 
quantities, and are every ordinary man's 
money. The truth of it is, they have 
a certain flavour at their firſt appearance, 
from ſeveral accidental circumſtances 0! 
time, place, and perſon, which they 
may loſe if they are not taken early 
but in this caſe every reader is to conſi- 
der, whether it is not better for hum 
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be half a year behind hand with the 
faſhionable and polite 2 of the world, 
than to ſtrain himſelf beyond his cir- 
cumſtances. My bookſeller has now 
about ten thouſand of the third and 
fourth volumes, which he is ready to 
ubliſh, having already diſpoſed of as 
| args an edition both of the firſt and 
ſecond volumes. As he is a perſon 
whoſe head is very well turned to his 
buſineſs, he thinks they would be a 
very proper preſent to be made to per- 
ſons at chriſtenings, marriages, viſiting- 
days, and the like joyful ſolemnities, as 
ſeveral other books are frequently given 
at funerals. He has printed 'them in 
ſuch a little portable volume, that many 
of them may be ranged together upon a 
ſingle plate; and is of opinion, that a 
ſalver of Spectators would be as accept- 
able an entertainment to the ladies as a 
ſalver of ſweetmeats. 8 
I ſhall conclude this paper with an 
epigram lately ſent to the writer of the 
| Spectator, after having returned my 
thanks to the ingenious author of it. 


SIR, 


PAVIN G heard the following epi- 


gram very much commended, I 


Wonder that it has not yet had a place 


"Tis the fame ſun, 
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in any of your papers; I think the ſuf- 

frage of our Poet Laureat ſhould not be 
overlooked, which ſhews the opinion he 
entertains of your paper, whether the 
notion he proceeds upon be true or falſe, 
I made bold to convey it to you, not 
knowing it it has yet come. to your 


hands. 


ON THE SPECTATOR. 
BBV MR. TATE, 


a 


ALIUSQUE ET IDEM 
NASCER IS oo - 


Hor, Carm. Sæc. v. 10. 


YOU RISE ANOTHER AND THE SAME. 
HEN firſt the Tatler to a mute was 


turn'd, | 

Great Britain for herCenſor's filence mourn'd; 
Robb'd of his ſprightly beams, ſhe wept the 

night, | | 


Till the Spectator roſe, and blaz'd as bright. 


So the firſt man the ſun's firſt ſetting view'd, 
And ſighed, till circling day his joys renew'd, 
Yet doubtful how that ſecond ſun ta name, 
Whether a bright ſucceſſor, or the ſame. 
So we; but now from this ſuſpenceare freed, 


Since all agree, who both with judgment 


read, 


and does himſelf ſuc- \ 
ceeds | 


O 
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— js re jtya oy QxtevTo, 


Hou. 


THE MIGHTY FORCE OF OCEAN'S TROUBLEDYTOoOSD. 


SIR, 5 | 
P ON reading your eſſay concern- 
ing the Pleaſures of the Imagina- 


tion, I find among the three ſources of 
thoſe pleaſures which you have diſco- 


vered, that greatneſs is one. This has 
ſuggeſted to me the reaſon why, of all 
objects that I have ever ſcen, there is 
none which affe&ts my imagination ſo 
much as the ſea or ocean. I cannot ſee 
the heavings of this prodigious bulk of 
waters, even in a calm, without a very 
pleaſing aſtoniſhment 3 but when it is 


worked up in a tempeſt ſo that the ho- 


rizon on every ſide is nothing but foam- 
ing billows and floating mountains, it 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the agreeable 
horror that riſes from ſuch a proſpect. 
A troubled ocean, to a man who fails 
upon it, is, I think, the biggeſt object 
that he can ſee in motion, and conſe- 


quently gives his imagination one of the 
higheſt kinds of pleaſure that can ariſe 
from greatneſs. I muſt confeſs, it is 
impoſſible for me to ſurvey this world 
of fluid matter, without thinking on 
the hand that firſt poured it out, and 


- made a proper channel for it's recep- 


tion. Such an object naturally raiſes 
in my thoughts the idea of an Almigh- 
ty Being, and convinces me of his exiſt- 
ence as much as a metaphyſical demon- 
ſtration. The imagination prompts the 
underſtanding, and by the greatneſs of 
the ſenſible object, produces in it the 
idea of a Being who is neither circum- 


ſcribed by time nor ſpace. 


As I have made ſeveral voyages upon 
the ſea, I have often been toſſed in 
ſtorms, and on that occaſion have fre- 
quently reflected on the deſcriptions of 
them in ancient poets, I remember 
| | 6G 2 Longinus 
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Longinus highly recommends one in 
Homer, becauſe the poet has not amuſed 
himſelf with little fancies upon the oc- 
caſion, as authors of an inferior genius, 
. whom he mentions, had done, but be- 
cauſe he has gathered together tlioſe cir- 
cumſtances which are the moſt apt to 
terrify the imagination, and which really 
happen in the raging of a tempeſt, It 
is for the ſame reaſon, that I prefer the 
following deſcription of a ſhip in a 
ſtorm, which the Pſalmiſt has made, 
before any other I have ever met 


with. They that go down to the ſea 


in ſhips, that do buſineſs in great wa- 
ters: theſe ſee the works of the Lord, 
and his wonders in the deep. For he 
commandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy 
wind, which lifteth up the waters 
thereof: they mount up to the heaven, 
they go down again to the depths, 
their ſoul is melted becauſe of trou- 
ble. They reel to and fro, and ſtag- 
ger like a drunken man, and are at 
their wits end. Then they cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble, and he 
bringeth them out of their diſtreſſes. 
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the waves thereof are ſtill. Then they 
© are glad, becauſe they be quiet: ſo 


© he bringeth them unto their | deſired Whilſt in the confidence of pray'r 


Muy foul took hold on thee, 


© haven.” 


By the way, how much more com- | 


tem of the Pſalmiſt, than the Pagan 
ſcheme in Virgil, and other poets, where 
one deity is repreſented as raiſing a 
ſtorm, and another as laying it? Were 
we on! 

iece of poetry, what can be nobler than 
the idea it gives us of the Supreme Be- 


ing thus raiſing a tumult among the 


elements, and recovering them out of 
their confuſion, thus troubling and be- 
calming nature? 


Great painters do not only give us 


landſkips of gardens, groves, and mea- 
dows, but very often employ their pen- 


cils upon ſea- pieces: I could wiſh you 
would follow their example. If this 
ſmall ſketch may deſerve a place among 
your works, I ſhall accompany it with 


He maketh the ftorm a calm, ſo that 


to conſider the ſublime in this 
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a divine Ode, made by a gentleman 


upon the concluſion of his travels. 


J. 

He are thy ſervants bleſt, O Lord! 
How ſure is their defence ! 
Eternal Wiſdom is their guide; 
Their help, Omnipotence, 


II. 
In foreign realms and lands remote, 
Supported by thy care, . 
Through burning climes I paſs'd unhurt, 
And breath'd in tainted air. 
III. 
Thy mercy ſweeten'd every ſoil, 
Made ev'ry region pleaſe : 
The hoary Alpine hills it warm'd, 
And ſmooth'd the Tyrrhene ſeas» 
Think, O my ſoul, devoutly think, 
How with aftrighted eyes, | 
Thou ſaw'ſt the wide extended deep 
In all it's horrors riſe! 
THT V. | 
Confuſion dwelt in ev'ry face, 
And fear in ey'ry heart; 


When waves on waves, and gulphs on gulphs, 


O'ercame the pilot's art, 
3 ug 
Yet then from all my grief, O Lord, 
Thy mercy ſet me free, | 


VII. 


High on the broken wave, 


I knew thou wert not ſlow to hear, 


Nor impotent to ſave. 

WT 5 VIII. 
The ſtorm was laid, the winds retir'd, 
Obedient to thy will; | 

The ſea that roar'd at thy command, 
At thy command was ſtill, 

In midſt of dangers, fears, and death, 
Thy goodneſs I'll adore, | 22 

And praiſe thee for thy mercies paſt, 


And humbly hope for more. 


My life, if thou preſerv'ſt my life, 
Thy ſacrifice ſhall be; 


And death, if death muſt be my doom, 


Shall join my ſoul to thee, 
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”— DOMUS ET PLACENS UXORs 


THY HOUSE AND PLEASING WIFF, 


I Have very long entertained an am- 
bition to make the word Wife the 
moſt agreeable and delightful name in 


nature, If it be not fo in itſelf, all the 


wiſer part of mankind from the begin- 
ning of the world to this day has con- 
| ſented in an error: but our unhappineſs 
in England has been, that a few looſe 
men of genius for pleaſure have turned 
it all to the gratification of ungoverned 
defires, in deſpite of good ſenſe, form, 
and order; when, in truth, any fatis- 
faction beyond the boundaries of rea- 
ſon, is but a ſtep towards madneſs and 
folly. But is the ſenſe of joy and ac- 
compliſhment of defire no way to be in- 
dulged or attained? and have we appe- 
tites given us not to be at all gratified? 


Yes certainly: marriage 1s an inſtitu- 


tion calculated for a conſtant ſcene of 
delight as much as our being is capable 
of. Two perſons who have choſen each 
other out of all the ſpecies, with deſign 
to be each other's mutual comfort and 
entertainment, have in that action bound 
themſelves to be good-humoured, affa- 
ble, diſcreet, forgiving, patient, and 
joyful, with reſpect to each other's frail- 
ties and perfections, to the end of their 
lives. The wiſer of the two (and it al- 
ways happens that one of them 1s ſuch) 
will, for her or his own ſake, keep things 


from outrage with the utmoſt ſanctity. 
When this union is thus preſerved, (as 
I have often ſaid) the moſt indifferent 


circumſtance adminiſters delight. Their 
condition is an endleſs ſource of new 
gratifications. The married man can 


ſay—* If I am unacceptable to all the 
4 


world beſide, there is one whom I in- 
tirely love, that will receive me with 
joy and tranſport, and think herſelf 
obliged to double her kindneſs and 
careſſes of me from the gloom with 
which ſhe ſees me overcaſt. I need 
not diſſemble the ſorrow of my heart 


row quickens her affection.“ 

This paſſion towards each other, when 
once well fixed, enters into the very 
conſtitution, and the kindneſs flows as 


eafily and filently as the blood in the 


poles. 


to be agreeable there, that very ſor- 


Honk. Op, xIv. L. 2. VER. 21. 
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veins. When this affection 1s enjoyed 
in the moſt ſublime degree, unſkilful 
eyes ſee nothing of itz but when it is 
ſubject to be changed, and has an allay 
in it that may make it end in diſtaſte, 
it is apt to break into rage, or overflow _ 
into fondneſs, before the reſt of the 
world. 

Uxander and Viramira are amorous 
and young, and have been married theſe 
two years; yet do they ſo much diſtin. 
guiſh each other in company, that in 


your converſation with the dear things 


you are ſtill put to a ſort of croſs-pur- 
Whenever you addreſs yourſelf 
in ordinary diſcourſe to Viramira, ſhe 
turns her head another way, and the 
anſwer is made to the dear Uxander : 
if you tell a merry tale, the application 
is ſtill directed to her dear; and when 
ſhe ſhould commend you, ſhe ſays ts 


him, as if he had ſpoke it. That is, 


my dear, ſo pretty.“ This puts me 
in mind of what I have ſomewhere read 
in the admired memoirs of the famous 
Cervantes, where, while honeſt Sanchs 
Panca is putting ſome neceſſary humble 
queſtion concerning Rozinante, his ſup- 
per, or his lodging, the Knight of the 


SorrowfulCountenance is ever improving 


the harmleſs lowly hints of his ſquire 
to the poetical conceit, rapture, and 
flight, in contemplation of the dear Dul- 


cinea of his affections. 


On the other ſide, Dictamnus and 
Maria are ever ſquabbling, and you 
may obſerve them all the time they are 
in company, in a ſtate of impatience. 
As Uxander and Viramira wiſh you all 
gone, that they may be at freedom for 
dalliance; Digtamnus and Maria wait 


your abſence, that they may ſpeak their 


harſh interpretations on each other's 


words and actions during the time you 
were with them. 158 


It is certain that the greater part of 


the evils attending this eondition of life, 
ariſes from faſhion. 


Prejudice in this 
caſe is turned the wrong way, and in- 
ſtead of expecting more happineſs than 
we ſhall meet with in it, we are laughed 
into a prepoſſeſſion, that we ſhall be 
diſappointed 
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diſappointed if we hope for laſting ſatiſ- 
factions. 


With all perſons who have made good 
ſenſe the rule of action, marriage is de- 


ſcribed as the ſtate capable of the higheſt 


human felicity. Tully has epiſtles full 


of affectionate pleaſure, when he writes 


to his wife, or ſpeaks of his children. 


But above all the hints of this kind 1 


have met with in writers of ancient date, 
I am pleaſed with an epigram of Mar- 
tial, in honour of the beauty of his wife 
Cleopatra, Commentators ſay it was 
written the day after his wedding-night, 
When his ſpouſe was retired to the 
bathing-room in the heat of the day, he, 
it ſeems, came in upon her when ſhe 
was juſt going into the water. To her 


beauty and carriage on this occaſion we 


owe the following epigram, which I 
ſhewed my friend Will. Honeycomb in 


French, who has tranſlated it as follows, 


without underſtanding the original. I 


expect it will pleaſe the Engliſh better 
than the Latin reader. | 


| When my bright conſort, now nor wife | 


nor maid, SE 
Afham'd and wanton, of embrace afraid, 
Fled to the ſtreams, the ſtreams my fair 
betray'd ; 1 
To my fond eyes ſhe all tranſparent ſtood, 
She bluſh'd, I ſmiPd at the flight covering 
flood. 3 5 


Thus thro? the glaſs the lovely lily glows, 
Thus through the ambient gem ſhines forth 


the roſe. 5 
1 ſaw new charms, and plung'd to ſeize my 
| ſtore, | 1 


EKiſſes I ſnatch'd, the waves prevented more. 


My friend would not allow that this 
Juſcious account could be given of a 
wife, and therefore uſed the word Con- 
ſort ; which he learnedly faid, would 
ſerve for a miſtreſs as well, and give a 


more gentlemanly turn to the epigram. 
But, under favour of him and all other 
ſuch fine gentlemen, I cannot be per- 
ſuaded but that the paſſion a bridegroom 
has for a virtuous young woman, will, 
by little and little, grow into friendſhip, 
and then it 1s aſcended to a higher plea. 
ſure than it was in it's firſt fervour, 


Without this happens, he is a very un- 


fortunate man who has entered into this 
ſtate, and left the habitudes of life he 
might have enjoyed with a faithful 
friend. But when the wife proves ca- 
pable of filling ſerious as well as joyous 
hours, ſhe brings happineſs unknown to 
friendſhip itſelf. Spenſer ſpeaks of each 
kind of love with great juſtice, and at- 
tributes the higheſt praiſe to friendſhip ; 
and indeed there is no diſputing that 
point, but by making that friendſhip 
take place between two married perſons, 


_ Hard is the doubt, and difficult to deem, 
When all three kinds of love together meet, 
And do diſpart the heart with pow'r ex- 

5 treme, e | | 
Whether ſhall weigh the balance down; 
to wit, | 
The dear affection unto kindred ſweet, 
Or raging fire of love to womankind, 
Or zealof friends combin'd by virtues meet: 
But, of them all, the band of virtuous mind 


Methinks the gentle heart ſhould moſt aſ- 


ſured bind, 


For natural affection ſoon doth ceaſe, 
Andquenchedis withCupid's greaterflame; 
But faithful friendſhip doth them both ſup- 

preſs, | 5 . 
And them with maſtering diſcipline doth 

tame, | 
Through thoughts aſpiring to eternal fame. 
For as the ſoul doth rule the earthly maſs, 
And all the ſervice of the body frame; 


So love of ſoul doth love of body paſs, 


No leſs than perfect gold ſurmounts the 


meaneſt braſs, ; 
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A JUST REVERSE OF FORTUNE ON HIM WAITS» 


TT is common with me to run from 


book to book, to exerciſe my mind 
with many objects, and quality myſelf 
for my daily labours. After an hour 


ſpent in this loitering way of reading, 
ſomething will remain to be food to the 


imagination. The writings that pleaſe 
me moſt on ſuch occaſions are ſtories, 
for the truth of which there is good au- 
thority. The mind of man is naturally 
a lover of juſtice, and when we read a 
| {tory wherein a criminal is overtaken, 
| | in 


in whom there is no quality which is 
the object of pity, the ſoul enjoys a cer- 
tain revenge for the offence done to it's 
nature, in the wicked actions committed 
in the preceding part of the hiſtory. 


This will be better underſtood by the 


reader from the following narration it- 
ſelf, than from any thing which I can 
ſay to introduce it. 


XINIHEN Charles Duke of Burgundy, 


| ſirnamed The Bold, reigned over 


ſpacious dominions now ſwallowed up 
by the power of France, he heaped many 
favours and honours upon Claudius 
Rhynſault, a German, who had ſerved 
him in his wars againſt the inſults of his 
neighbours. A great part of Zealand 
was at that time in ſubjection to that 
dukedoin. The prince himſelf was a 
perſon of ſingular humanity and juſtice, 
Rhynſault, with no other real quality 
than courage, had diſſimulation enough 
to paſs upon his generous and unſuſpi- 
cious matter for a perſon of blunt ho- 
neſty and fidelity, without any vice that 
could bias him from the execution of 
juſtice, His highneſs prepolſieſſed to his 


advantage, upon the deceate of the go- 


vernor of his chief town of Zealand, 
gave Rhynſault that command. He 
was not long ſeated in that government, 
defore he caſt his eyes upon Sapphira, 
a woman of exquiſite beauty, the wife 


of Paul Danvelt, a wealthy merchant of 


the city under his protection and go- 
vernment. Rhynſault was a man of a 


warm conſtitution, and violent inclina- 


tion to women, and not unſkilled in the 
ſokt arts which win their favour. He 
knew what it was to enjoy the ſatisfac- 
tions which are reaped from tlie poſſeſ- 
ſion of beauty, but was an utter ſtranger 
to the decencies, honours, and delicacies, 


that attend the paſſion towards them in 


elegant minds. However, he had fo 
much of the world, that he had a great 
ſhare of the language which uſually 
prevails upon the weaker part of that 
{cx, and he could with his tongue utter 
a pathon with which his heart was 
wholly untouched. He was one of thoſe 


brutal minds which can be gratified . 


with the violation of innocence and beau- 
ty, without the leaſt pity, paſſion, or 
love to that with which they are ſo much 
delighted. Ingratitude is a vice inſe- 
parable from a luſtiul man; and the 
poſſeſſion of a woman by him who has 
% thought but allaying a paſſion pain- 
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ful to himſelf, is neceſſarily followed 


by diſtaſte and averſion. Rhynſault be- 


ing reſolved to accompliſh his will on 
the wife of Danvelt, left no arts untried 
to get into a familiarity at her houſe ; 
but ſhe knew his character and diſpoſi- 
tion too well, not to ſhun all occaſions 
that might enſnare her into his copver- 
ſation. The governor deſpairing of ſuc- 
ceſs by ordinary means, apprehended 
and impriſoned her huſband, under pre- 
tence of an information that he was 
guilty of a correſpondence with the ene- 
mies of the duke to betray the town 
into their poſſeſſion. This deſign had 
it's defired effect; and the wife of the 
unfortunate Danvelt, the day before 
that which was appointed for his exe- 
cution, preſented herſelf in the hall of 
the governor's houſe, and as he paſſe 
through the apartment, threw herſelf 
at his feet, and holding his knees be- 
ſeeched his mercy. Rhynſault beheld 
her with a diſſembled ſatisfaction, and 
aſſuming an air of thought and autho- 
rity, he bid her ariſe, and told her ſhe 
muſt follow him to his cloſet; and aſk- 
ing her whether ſhe knew the hand of 
the letter he pulled out of his pocket, 
went from her, leaving this admonition 
aloud—* If you will ſave your huſband, 
© you mult give me an account of all 
© you know without prevarication ; for 
every body is fatisficd he was too fond 
of you to be able to hide from you 
the names of the reſt of the conſpira- 
tors, or any other particulars what ſo- 
ever.“ He went to his cloſet, and 
ſoon after the lady was ſent for ta 
an audience. The ſervant knew his 
diſtance when matters of ſtate were 
to be debated; and the governor lay- 
ing aſide the air with which he had 
appeared in public, began to be the ſup- 
plicant, to rally an affliction, which it 
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was in her power eaſily to remove, and 


relieve an innocent man from his im- 
priſonment. She eafily perceived his 
intention; and, bathed in tears, began to 
deprecate ſo wicked a deſign. Luſt, 
like ambition, takes all the Faculties of 
the mind and body into it's ſervice and 
ſuhjection. Her becoming tears, her 
'honeſt anguiſh, the wringing of her 
hands, and the many changes of her poſ- 
ture and figure in the vehemence of 
ſpeaking, were but ſo many attitudes 
in which he bcheld her beauty, and far- 
ther incentives of his deſire. All hu. 
manity was loſt in that one appetite, 
an 
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and he ſignified to her in ſo many plain 
terms, that he was unhappy until he 
had poſſeſſed her, and nothing leſs ſhould 
be the price of her huſband's life; and 
ſhe muit, before the following noon, 

ronounce the death or enlargement of 
B After this notification, when 
he ſaw Sapphira enough again diſtracted 
to make the ſubje&t of their diſcourſe 
to common eyes N different from 
what it was, he ca 


ſupportable affliction, ſne immediately 
repairs to her huſband, and having ſig- 
nified to his gaolers, that ſhe had a pro- 
poſal to make to her huſband from the 
governor, ſhe was left alone with him, 
revealed to him all that had paſſed, and 


repreſented the endleſs conflièt the was 


in between love to his perſon and fidelity 
to his bed. It is eaſy to imagine the 
ſharp affliction this honeſt pair was in 
upon fuch an incident, in lives not uſed 
to any but ordinary occurrences. The 
man was bridled by ſhame from ſpeak 
ing what his fear F NN upon ſo 
near an approach of death; but let fall 
Words that ſignified to her he ſhould 
not think her polluted, though ſhe had 
not yet confeſſed to him that the go- 


vernor had violated her perſon, ſince he 


knew her will had no part in the action. 

She parted from him with this oblique 
ermiſſion to ſave a life he had not reſo- 

: lation enough to reſign for the ſafety of 
his honour. | | 


 phira attended the governor, and being 
| ſed into a remote apartment, ſubmitted 
to his deſires. Rhynſault commended 
her charms, claimed a familiarity after 
what had paſſed between them, and 
with an air of gaiety in the language 
of a gallant, bid her return, and take 
her huſband out of priſon . But,” con- 
tinued he, my fair-one muſt not be 
© offended that I have taken care he 


© ſhould not be an interruption to our 


future aſſignations. The laſt words 
foreboded what ſhe found when ſhe 


came to the gaol, her huſband executed 


dy the order of Rhynſault, 

It was remarkable that the woman, 
who was full of tears and lainentations 
during the whole courſe of her affliction, 
uttcred neither ſigh nor complaint, but 


led ſervants to con- 
duct her to the gate. Loaded with in- 
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ſtood fixed with grief at this conſume. 
mation of her misfortunes. She betock 
herſelf to her abode, and after having 
in ſolitude paid her devotions to Him 
who 1s the avenger of innocence, ſhe 
repaired privately to court. Her perſon, 
and a certain grandeur of ſorrow negli- 
gent of forms, gained her paſſage into 
the preſence of the duke her ſovereign, 
As ſoon as ſhe came into the preſence, 
ſhe broke forth into the following words 
© Behold, O mighty Char les, a wretch 
« weary of life, though it has always 
been ſpent with innucence and virtue! 


It is not in your power to redreſs my 


© injuries, but it is to avenge them. 
© And if the protection of the diſtreſſed, 
© and the puniſhment of oppreſſors, is a 
« taſk worthy of a prince, I bring the 
© Duke of Burgundy ample matter for 
doing honour to his own great name, 
© and wiping infamy off from mine.” 
When ſhe had ſpoke this, ſhe deli- 
vered the duke a paper, reciting her 
ſtory. He read it with all the emotions 


that indignation, an pity could raiſe in 


a prince, jealous of his honour in the 
behaviour of his officers, and proſperity 
of his ſubjects, _ = 
Upon an appointed day, Rhynſault 
was {ent for to court, and in the preſence 
of a few of the council, confronted by 


Sapphira: the prince aſking—* Do you 
© know that lady?” Rhynſault, as ſoon 


as he could recover his ſurpriſe, told the 


duke he would marry her, if his high- 
The next morning, the unhappy Sap- 


neſs would pleaſe to think that a repa- 
ration. The duke ſeemed contented 
with this anſwer, and ſtood by during 
the immediate ſolemnization of the ce- 
remony. At the concluſion of it he 
told Rhynfault=* Thus far you have _ 
done as conſtrained by my authority: 

© I ſhajl not be ſatisfied of your kind 
© uſage of her, without you ſign a gift 
© of your whole eſtate to her atter your 
© deceaſe.*, To the performance of this 
allv the duke was a witneſs, When 


| theſe two acts were executed, the duke 


turned to the lady, and told her It 
now remains for me to put you in 


quiet poſſeſſion of what your huſband 


© has fo bountifully beſtowed on you :* 


and ordered the immediate execution o 


Rhynſault. 5 * 
. ” 
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 QUICQUVID EST BUNI NORIS LEVITATE EXTINGUITUR. 


SENECAs 


LEVITY OF BEKAVIOUR IS THE BANE OF ALL THAT IS GOOD AND vixr vous. 


TUNBRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 18. 


DFAR MR. SPECTATOR, 


I Am a young woman of eighteen 


maid of -unſpotted reputation, founded 
upon a very careful carriage in all my 


looks, words, and actions. At the ſame 


time I muſt own to you, that it is with 
much conſtraint to fleſh and blood that 
my behaviour is ſo ſtrictly irreproach- 
able; for I am naturally addicted to 
mirth, to gaiety, to a free air, to mo- 
tion and gadding. Now what gives me 
a great deal of anxiety, and is ſome diſ- 
couragement in the purſuit of virtue, 
is, that the young women who run into 
greater freedoms with the men are more 
taken notice of than I am. The men 
are ſuch unthinking ſots, that they do 
not prefer her who reſtrains all her paſ- 
tions and affections, and keeps much 
within the bounds of what is lawful, to 
her who goes to the utmoſt verge of in- 
nocence, and parley at the very brink 
of vice, whether ſhe ſhall be a wife or a 
miſtrefs. But I muit appeal to your 


ipztatorial wiſdom, who, I find, have + 


paiſed very much of your time in the 
tudy of woman, whether this is not a 
moſt unreaſonable proceeding. I have 
read ſomewhere that Hobbes of Malmeſ- 
bury afferts—* That continent perſons 
have more of what they contain, than 


t © thoſe whagive a looſe to their deſires.“ 
According to this rule, let there be equal 


age, eqaul wit, and equal good-humour, 


in the woman of prudence, and her of 


liberty; what ſtores has he to expeRt, 
who takes the former? what refuſe muſt 


e be. contented with, who chooſes the 


latter? Well, but I fat down to write to 
you to vent my indignation againſt ſe- 
yeral pert creatures, who are addreſſed 
to and courted in this place, while poor 
I, and two or three like me, are wholly 
regarded. | _ 

Every one of theſe affe& gaining the 
hearts of your ſex : this is generally at- 
tempted by a particular manner of car- 


wing themſelves with familiarity. Gly- 


years of age, and I do aſſure you, a 


* ; 


in her ordinary gait. 


cera has a dancing walk, and keeps time 
Chloe, her ſiſter, 
who is unwilling to interrupt her con- 
queſts, comes into the room before her 
with a familiar run. Dulciſſa takes ad- 
vantage of the approach of the winter, 
and has introduced a very pretty ſhiver; 
cloſing up her ſhoulders, and ſhrinking 
as ſhe moves. All that are in this mode 

carry their fans between both hands be- 
fore them. Dulciſſa herſelf, who is au- 
thor of this air, adds the pretty run to 
it; and has alſo, when ſhe is in very 
good-humour, a taking familiarity in 
throwing herſelf into the lowelt ſeat of 
the room, and letting her hooped- petti- 
coats fall with a lucky decency about 
her. I know ſhe practiſes this way of 
ſitting down in her chamber; and in- 
deed ſhe does it as well as you may have 
ſeen an actreſs fall down dead in a tra- 
gedy. Not the leaſt indecency in her 
poſture. If you have obſerved what 
pretty carcaſſes are carried off at the end 


of a verſe at the theatre, it will give you 


a notion how Dulciſſa plumps into a 
chair. Here is a little country girl that 
is very cunning, that makes her uſe of 


being young and unbred, and outdoes 


the enſnarers, who are almoſt twice her 
age. The air that ſhe takes is to come 
into company after a walk, and is very 


ſucceſsfully out of breath upon occaſion. 


Her mother is in the ſecret, and calls 
her romp, and then looks round to ſee 
what young men ſtare at ner. 
It would take up more than can come 
into one of your papers, to enumerate 
all the particular airs of the younger 
company in this place. But I cannot 
omit Dulceorella, whoſe manner is the 
moſt indolent imaginable, but ſtill as 
watchful of conqueſt as the buſieſt vir- 


gin among us. She has a peculiar art 


of ſtaring at a young fellow, till ſhe 
ſees ſthe has got him, and enflamed him 


by ſo much obſervation. When ſhe ſees 


ſhe has him, and he begins to toſs his 
head upon it, ſhe is immediately ſhort- 
ſighted, and labours to obſerve what he 
is A a diſtance with her eyes half ſhut. 

| 6 1 Thus 
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TUNBRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 18. 

DEAR M. SPECTATOR, b 
F Am a young woman of eighteen 
years of age, and I do aſſure you, a 
maid of -unſpotted reputation, founded 
upon a very careful carriage in all my 
looks, words, and actions. At the ſame 


time I muſt own to you, that it is with 


much conſtraint to fleſh and blood that 


my behaviour is ſo ſtrictly irreproach- 


able; for I am naturally addicted to 
mirth, to gaiety, to a free air, to mo- 
tion and gadding. Now what gives me 
a great deal of anxiety, and is ſome diſ- 
couragement in the purſuit of virtue, 
is, that the young women who run into 
, greater freedoms with the men are more 


taken notice of than I am. The men 


are ſuch unthinking ſots, that they do 
not prefer her who reſtrains all her paſ- 
ſions and affections, and keeps much 


within the bounds of what is lawful, to 


her who goes to the utmoſt verge of in- 


nocence, and parley at the very brink 
of vice, whether ſhe ſhall be a wife or a 


miſtrefs. But I muſt appeal to your 


ſpectatorial wiſdom, who, I find, have · 


aſſed very much of your time in the 
tudy of woman, whether this is not a 
moſt unreaſonable proceeding. I have 
read ſomewhere that Hobbes of Malmeſ- 
bury afferts—* That continent perſons 
© have more of what they contain, than 
, © thoſe whagive a looſe to their deſires.“ 

According to this rule, let there be equal 
nge, eqaul os 
in the woman of prudence, and her of 
liberty; what ſtores has he to expeR, 
who takes the former? what refuſe muſt 
he be contented with, who chooſes the 
latter? Well, but I fat down to write to 
you to vent my indignation againſt ſe- 
veral pert creatures, who are addreſſed 
to and courted in this place, while poor 
I, and two or three like me, are wholly 
unregarded. | . 
Every one of theſe affect gaining the 


arts of your ſex: this is generally at- 


tempted by a particular manner of car- 
ing themſelyes with familiarity. Gly- 
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equal good- humour, 


E 


— 


Ne CCccxch. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. 


QUICQUID sT BUNI MORIS LEVITATE EXTINGUITUR. 


SENECAs 


LEVITY OF BEHAVIOUR 1S THE BANE OF ALL THAT is GOOD AND VIRTUOU8e ” 


cera has a dancing walk, and keeps time 


in her ordinary gait, Chloe, her ſiſter, 
who is unwilling to interrupt her con- 
queſts, comes into the room before her 
with a familiar run. Dulciſſa takes ad- 
vantage of the approach of the winter, 
and has introduced a very pretty ſhiver; 
cloſing up her ſhoulders, and ſhrinking 
as ſhe moves. All that are in this mode 
carry their fans between both hands be- 


fore them. Dulciſſa herſelf, who is au- 
thor of this air, adds the pretty run to 


it; and has alſo, when ſhe is in very 
good-humour, a taking familiarity in 
throwing herſelf into the loweſt ſeat of 
the room, and letting her hooped- petti- 


coats fall with a lucky decency about 


her. I know ſhe practiſes this way of 
fitting down in her chamber; and in- 
deed the does it as well as you may have 
ſeen an actreſs fall down dead in a tra- 
gedy. Not the leaſt indecency in her 


poſture. If you have obſerved what 
pretty carcaſſes are carried off at the end 


of a verſe at the theatre, it will give you 
a notion how Dulciſſa plumps into a 


chair. Here is a little country girl that 
is very cunning, that makes her uſe of 


being young and unbred, and outdoes 
the enſnarers, who are almoſt twice her 
age. The air that ſhe takes is to come 


into company after à walk, and is very _ 


ſucceſsfully out of breath upon occaſion. 


Her mother is in the ſecret, and calls 
her romp, and then looks round to ſee 


what young men ſtare at her. : 
It would take up more than can come 
into one of your papers, to enumerate 


all the particular airs of the younger 
company in this place. But I cannot 
omit Dulceorclla, whoſe manner is the 


moſt indolent imaginable, but till as 


watchful of conqueſt as the buſieſt vir- 
gin among us. She has a. peculiar art 
of ſtaring at a tran! fellow, till ſhe 


ſees ſhe has got him, and enflamed him 
by ſo much obſervation. When ſhe ſees 
ſhe has him, and he begins to toſs his 


head upon it, ſhe is immediately ſhort- 
ſighted, and labours to obſerve what he 


is & a diſtance with her eyes half ſhut. 
C1 Thus 
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Thus the captive, that thought her firſt 
ſtruck, is to make very near approaches, 
or be wholly diſregarded, This artifice 
has done more execution than all the 
ogling of the reſt of the women here, 
with the utmoſt variety of half glances, 
attentive heedleſſneſs, childiſh inadver- 
tencies, haughty contempts, or artificial 
 overſights. After I have ſaid thus much 
of ladies among us ho fight thus re- 
gularly, I am to complain to you of 
a (et of familiar romps, who have broken 


through all common rules, and have 


thought of a very effectual way of ſhew- 
ing more charms than all of us. Theſe, 
Mr. Spectator, are the ſwingers. You 
are to know thele careleſs pretty crea- 
| tures are very innocents again; and it 
is to be no matter what they do, tor it 


is all hatnileſs freedom. They get on 


ropes, as you mult have ſeen the chil- 
dren, and are ſwung by their men viſt- 
tants. The jeſt is, that Mr. Such-a- 
one can name the colour of Mrs. Such- 


a-one's ftockings: and fhe tells him he 


is a lying thief, ſo he is, and full of ro- 
uery; and ſhe will lay a wager, and her 


iſter ſhall tell the truth if he ſays right, 


and he cannot tell what colour her garters 
are of. In this diverſion there are very 
many pretty ſhrieks,not ſo much for fear 
of falling, as that their petticoats ſhould 
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untye: for there is a great care had te 
avoid improprieties: and the lover who 
ſwings the lady, is to tye her Clothes ver 


cloſe with his hatband, before ſhe admits 


him to throw up her heels. 

Now, Mr. Spectator, except you can 
note theſe wantonneſſes in their begin- 
nings, and bring us ſober girls into ob. 
ſervation, there is no help for it, we 
muſt ſwim with the tide; the coquettes 
are too powerful a party for us. To look 
into the merit of a regular and wel]. 
behaved woman is a flow thing, 4 
looſe trivial ſong gains the affections, 
when a wiſe homily is not attended to. 


There is no other way but to make war 


upon them, or we muſt go over to them, 
As for my part, I will ſhew all the 
world it is not for want of charms that 
I ſtand fo long unaſked: and it you do 
not take meaſures for the immediate re- 
dreſs of us rigids, as the fellows call us, 
I can move with a ſpeaking mien, can 
look ſignificantly, can liſp, can trip, 
can loll, can ſtart, can bluſh, can rage, 


can weep, if I muſt do it, and can be 


frighted as agreeably as any ſhe in Eng- 
land. All which is humbly ſubmitted 
to your ſpectatorial conſideration with 


all humility, by your moſt humble ſer- 


Vanty.-- | CET 
3 MArILDA Monat. 


Ne CCCCXCIII. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25. 


QUALEM COMMENDES ETIAM ATQUE ETIAM AD8PICE, NE Mox 
© INCUTIANT ATLIINATIII PECCATA PUDOREMs | 


| Hor. Ep. XVIII. Le Is VER. 76. 


 COMMEND. NOT, TILL A MAN 19 THROVGHLY KNOWN : 


A RASCAL PRAIS'D, YOU MAKE HIS FAULTS YOUR OWN» 


| 'T is no unpleaſant matter of ſpecu- : 


1 lation to conſider the recommenda- 


| tory epiſtles that paſs round this town 


| from hand to hand, and the abuſe people 


put upon one another in that kind. It 


15 indeed come to that pals, that inſtead 


of being the teſtimony of merit in the 


perſon recommended, the true reading 


of a letter of this fort is! The bearer 


< hereof is ſo uneaſy to me, that it will 
© he an act of charity in you to take 
him off my hands; whether you pre- 
s fer him or not, it is all one, for I have 
£ no manner of kindneſs for him, or 
« obligation to him pr his; and do what 
you pleaſe as to that. As pegligent 


the ſame face a domeſtic in all parts of 


ANo. 


as men are in this reſpect, a point af 
honour is concerned in it; and there is 


nothing a man ſhould be more aſhamed 
of, than paſſing a worthlels creature 
into the ſervice or intereſts of a mar 
who has never injured you. The wo- 
men indeed are a little tao keen in their 
reſentments, to treſpaſs often this way: 


but you ſhall ſometimes know that the 
miſtreſs and the maid ſhall quarrel, and 
give each other very free language, and 


at laſt the lady ſhall be pacitied to tum 


her out of doors, and give her a very 
good word to any body elſe. Hence it 
is that you ſee, in a year and half's time, 


the 


tience of importunity. 
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the town. Good · breeding and good- 
nature lead people in a great meaſure to 


this injuſtice: when ſuitors of no conſi- 


deration will have confidence enough to 
preſs upon their ſuperiors, thoſe in power 
are tender of ſpeaking the exceptions 
they have againſt them, and are mort- 
gaged into promiſes out of their impa- 
In this latter 
caſe, it would be a very uſeful inquiry 
to know the hiſtory of recommendations. 
There are, you muſt know, certain ahet- 
tors of this way of torment, who make 
it a profeſſion to manage the affairs of 
candidates; theſe gentlemen let out their 
impudence to their clients, and ſupply 
any defective recommendation, by in- 
forming how ſuch and ſuch a man is to 
de attacked. They will tell you, Get 
the leaſt ſcrap from Mr. Such-a-one, 
and leaye the reſt ts them. When one 
of theſe undertakers has your buſineſs 
in hand, you may be ſick, abſent in 
town or country, and the patron ſhall 
he worried, or you prevail. I remem- 


ber to have been ſhewn a gentleman 


ſome years ago, who puniſhed a whole 
people for their facility m giving their 


credentials. This perſon had belonged. 


to a regiment which did duty in the 
Welt Indies, and by the mortality of 
the place happened to be commanding 
otficer in the colony. He oppreſſed his 
ſubjects with great franknels, till he be- 
came ſenſible that he was heartily hated 


by every man under his command. 


When he had carried his point, to be 
thus deteſtable, in a pretended fit of diſ- 


humour, and feigned uneaſineſs of liv- 


ing where he found he was ſo univer- 


ally unacceptable, he communicated to 


the chief inhabitants a deſign he had to 
return tor England, provided they would 
give him ample teſtimonials of their ap- 
probation, The planters came into it to 
a man, and in proportion to his deſerving 
the quite contrary, the words, Juſtice, 
Generolity, and Courage, were inſerted 
in his commiſſion, not omitting the ge- 


neral good-liking of people of all con- 


ditions in the colony. The gentleman 
returns tor England, and within a few 
montas after came back to them their 
teſtimonials. | | 
Such a rebuke as this carmot indeed 
happen to ealy recommenders, in the 
ordinary courſe of things from one hand 
to another; but how would a man bear 
w have it ſaid to him The perſon I took 


governor on the ſtrength of their own. 


© into confidence on the credit you gave 
© him, has proved falſe, unjuſt, and has 
© not anſwered any way the character 


© you gave me of him.” | 


I cannot but conceive very good hopes 
of that rake Jack Toper of the Temple, 
for an honeſt ſcrupulouſneſs in this point. 
A friend of has meeting with a ſervant 
that had formerly lived with Jack, and 
having a mind to take him, tent to him 
to know what faults the fellow had, 
ſince he could not pleaſe ſuch a careleſs 
fellow as he was. His anlwer was as 
tollows ; | 


SIR, | 
HOMAS that lived with me was 
turned away becauſe he was too 
good for me. You know I live in ta- 
verns; he is an orderly ſober raſcal, and 
thinks much to fleep in an entry until 
two in the morning. He told me one 
day when he was dreſſing me, that he 
wondered I was not dead before now, 
ſince I went to dinner in the evening, 
and went to ſupper at two in the morn- 
ing. We were coming down Eſſex Street 
one night a little fluſtered, and I was 
giving him the word to alarm the watch; 


he had the imprudence to tell me it was 
againſt the law. You that are married, 


and live one day after another the fame 


way, and fo on the whole week, I dare 


fay will like him, and he will be glad to 
have his meat in due ſcalon. Tine fel- 
low is certainly very honett, My ſer- 
vice to your lady, Yours, , 

43 6 of 


Now this was very fair dealing. Jack 
knew very well, that though the love of 
order made a man very aukward in his 
equipage, it was a valuable quality 
among the queer people who live by 
rule; and had too much good- ſenſe and 


good -nature to let the fellow ſtarve, be- 


cauſe he was not fit to attend his Vie 


vacities. 


I ſhall end this diſcourſe with a letter 
of recommendation from Horace to 
Claudius Nero. You will fee in that 
letter a flowneſs to aſł a favour, a itrong 
reaſon for being unable to deny his gocd 
word any longer, and that it is a ſervice 
to the perſon to whom he recommends, 
to comply with what is aſked: all which 
are neceſſary circumſtances, both in juſ- 
tice and govd-breeding, if a man would 
aſk ſo as to have reaſon to complain of 
a denial; and indeed a man ſhould not 
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in ſtrictneſs aſk otherwiſe. In hopes the 
authority of Horace, who perfectly un- 
derſtood how to live with great men, 
may have a good effect towards amend 
ing this facility in people of condition, 
and the confidence of thoſe who apply 
to them without merit, I have tranſlated 
the epiltle. 


TO CLAUDIUS NERO. 

$1Ry Ret | 
EPTIMIUS, who waits upon you 
with this, is very well acquainted 
with the place you are pleaſed to allow 
me in your friendſhip. For when he 
beſeeches me to recommend him to your 
notice, in {ſuch a manner as to be re- 


Ne CCCCXCIV. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26. 


EGRITUDINEM LAUDARF, UNAM REM MAXIME DETESTABILEM, QUORUM EST 
TANDEM PHILOSOPHORUM? _- | 


WHAT KIND OF PHILOSOPHY IS IT, TO EXTOTL MELANCHOLY, THE MOST p- 
| FEE, TESTABLE THING IN NATURE? 


| A BOUT an age ago it was the fa- 


yu ſhion in England, for every one 


that would be thought religious, to throw 


as much ſandtity as poſſible into his face, 


and in particular to abitam from all ap- 
pearances of mirth and pleaſantry, which 
were looked upon as the marks of a 
carnal mind. The ſaint was of a for- 
 rowful countenance, and generally eaten 
up with ſplęen and melancholy. A gen- 
tleman, who was lately a great orna- 


ment to the learned world, has diverted 


me more than once with an account oi the 

reception which he met with from a very 
head of a college in thoſe times. 

_ gentleman was then a young adventurer 

in the republic of letters, and juſt fi:ted 

_, out for the univerſity with a good cargo 

of Latin and Greek. His friends were 


reſolved that he ſhould try his fortune 


at an election which was drawing near 
in the college, of which the independent 
miniſter whom I have before mentioned 
was governor. The youth, accor'iing 
to cuſtom, waited on him in order to be 
examined He was received at the door 


by a ſervant, who was one of that gloomy 


generation that were then in» faſhion, 


He condutted him, with great filence. 
and ferioulnels, to a long gallery, which 
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ſelf againſt his ambition to be yours, as 


famous independent miniſter, who was 


This 


ceived by you, who are delicate in the 
choice of your friends and domeſtics, 
he knows our intimacy, and under. 
ſtands my — to ſerve him better 
than I do, myſelf. I have defended my. 


long as I poſſibly could ; but fearing the 
imputation of hiding my power in-you 
out of mean and ſelfiſh conſiderations, I 
am at laſt prevailed upon to give you 
this trouble, Thus, to avoid the ap- 
pearance of a greater fault, I have put 
on this confidence. If you can forgive 
this tranigreſſion of modeſty in behalf 
of a friend, receive this gentleman into 
your intereſts and friendſhip, and take 
it from me that he is an honeſt and a 
brave man. | * 


Cic. 


was darkened at noon day, and had only 
A ſingle candle burning in it. After a 
ſhort ſtay in this melancholy apartment, 
he was Jed into a- chamber hung with 
black, where he entertained himſelf for 
ſome time by the glimmering of a taper, 
until at length the head of the college 
came out to him, from an inner room, 
with half a dozen night-caps upon h's 
head, and religious horror in his coun- 
tenance. The young man tremble : 
but his fears increaſed, when, inſtead 
of being aſked what progreſs he hed 
made in learning, he was examined he 
he abounded in grace. His Latin à d 
G:cek ſtood him in little ſtead; he ws 
to give an account only of the ſtate «f 
his ſoul; whether he was of the number 
of the elect; what was the occaſion of 
his converſion; upon what day of tie 
month, and hour of the day, it nappen- 
ed; how it was carried on, and when 
completed. The whole examination 
was ſummed up with one ſhort queſtion, 
namely, Whether he was prepared tor 
death? The boy, who had been bred 
up by honeſt parents, was frighted out 
of his wits at the ſolemnity of the pro- 
ceeding, and by the laſt dreadful in- 
terrogatory; ſo that upon making his 
eſcape out of this houle of ern 
„„ * 


he could never be brought a ſecond time 


to the examination, as not being able to 


go through the terrors of it. 
Notwithſtanding this general form and 
outſide of religion is pretty well worn 
out among us, there are many perſons, 
who, by a natural unchearfulneſs of 
heart, miſtaken notions of piety, or 
weakneſs of underſtanding, love to in- 
dulge this unc mfortable way of life, 
and give themlelves up a prey to grief 


and melancholy. Superſtitious fears and 


groundleſs ſeruples cut them off from 
the pleaſures of converſation, and all 
thoſe ſocial entertanments which are 
not only innocent, but laudable: as if 
mirth was made for reprobates, and 
chearfulneſs of heart denied thole who 


are the only perſons that have a proper 
title to it. 


Sombrius is one of theſe ſons of ſor- 
row. He thinks himſelf obliged in duty 
to be fad and diſconiolate. He looks 
on a ſudden fit of laughter as a breach 
of his baptiſmal vow. An innocent jeſt 


ſtartles him like blaſphemy. Tell him 


of one who is advanced to a title of 
honour, he lifts up his hands and eyes; 
deſcribe a public ceremony, he ſhakes 
his head ; ſhew him a gay equipage, he 
bleſſes himſelf. All the little orna- 


ments of lite are pomps and vanities. 
Mirth is wanton, and wit profane. He 


is ſcandalized at youth for being lively, 
and at childhood for being playtul. He 
ſits at a chriſtening, or marriage-feaſt, 
as at à funeral; ſighs at the concluſion 
of a merry ſtory, and grows devout 


vvhen the ret of the company grow plea- 


ſant. After all, Sombrius is a religious 
man, and would have behaved himtelf 
very properly, had he lived when Chril- 
tianity was under a general perſecution. 

I would by no m ans prelume to tax 
ſuch characters with hypocrily, as is 
done too frequently; that being a vice 


which [ think none but he, who knows 


the ſecrets of men's hearts, ſhould pre- 


tend to diſcover in another, Where the 


proofs of it do not amount to a demon- 
ſtration. On the contrary, as there are 
many excellent perſons, who are weigh- 
ed down by this habitual ſorrow of 
heart, they rather deſerve our compaſ- 


ſion than our reproaches. I think, how- 


ever, they would do well to confider 
whether ſuch a behaviour does not deter 
men from a religious life, by repreſent- 
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ing it as an unſociable ſtate, that ex- 
tinguiſhes all joy and gladneſs, darkens 
the face of nature, and deſtroys the re- 
liſh of being itſelf. / 

I have, in former papers, ſhewn how 
great a tendency there is to chearfulneſs 
in religion, and how ſuch a frame of 
mind is not only the molt lovely, but 
the molt commendable in a virtuous per- 
fon. In ſhort, thoſe who repreſent re- 
ligion in ſo unamiable a light, are like 
the ſpies, ſent by Moſes to make a diſ- 
covery of the land of Promiſe, when by 
their reports they diſcouraged the people 
from entering upon it. Thoſe who ſhew 
us the joy, the chearfulneſs, the good 
humour, that naturally ſpring up in 
this happy ſtate, are like the ſpies bring- 
ing along with them the cluſters of 
grapes, and delicious fruits, that might 
invite their companions into the pleaſant 
country which produced them. 

An «eminent pagan writer has made 2 
diſcourſe, to ſhew that the atheiſt, who 
denies a God, does him leſs diſhonour * 
than the man who owns his being, but 
at the ſame time believes him to be cruel, 
hard to pleaſe, and terrible to human 
nature. * For my own part,* ſays he, 
© I would rather it ſhould be ſaid of me, 
© that there was never any ſuch man as 
Plutarch, than that Plutarch was ill- 
© natured, capricious, or inhumane.” 

It we may believe our logicians, man 
is diſtinguiſhed from all other creatures 
by the taculty of laughter. He has a 
heart capable of mirth, and naturally 


difpoſed to it. It is not the buſineſs of 


virtue to extirpite the affections of the 
mind, but to regulate them. It may 
moderate and reſtrain, but was not de- 
ſigned to baniſh gladneſs from the heart 
of man, Religion contracts the circle 
of our pleaſures, but leaves it wide 
enough for her votaries to expatiate in. 


The contemplation of the Divine Being, 


and the exerciſe of virtue, are in their 
own nature fo far from excluding all 
gladneſs of heart, that they are perpetual 
lources of it. In a word, the true ſpirit 
of religion cheers, as well as compoles 
the ſoul; it baniſhes indeed all levity 
of behaviour, all vicious and diſſolute 
mirth, but in exchange fills the mind 
with a perpetual ſerenity, uninterr.pted 
chearfulneſs, and an habitual incli ation 
to pleaſe others, as well as to be pleaſed 
in itſelf. e 
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N CCCCXCV. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27. 


DURIS UT ILEX TONSA BIPENNIEUS 
NIGRAE FERACI FRONDIS IN AL Ipo, 
PER DAMNAg PER CADES, AB ISO 


DUCIT OPES ANIMU 


MQUEF FFRROs 
Honk. OD. Iv, L. 4+ vII. 57. 


w—LIKE AN OAK ON SOME COLD MOUNTAIN'S BROW, 
AT EV'RY WOUND THEY SPROUT AND GROW: 
THE AX AND SWORD NEW VIGOUR GIVE, 


AND BY THEIR RUINS THEY REVIVE. 


S I am one, who, by my profeſ- 
fon, am obliged to look into all 
Kinds of men, there are none whom I 
conſider with ſo much plcaſure, as thoſe 


who have any thing new or extraordi- 


nary in their characters, or ways of liv- 
ing. For this reaſon I have often amuſed 
myſelt with ſpeculations on the race of 
m_ called Jews, many of whom I 


ave met with in mo} ot the contider- 


able towns which ! have paſſed through 


in the courſe of my travels. They are, 


indeed, fo diſſeminated through all the 


trading parts of the world, that they are 
become the inſtruments by which the 
moſt diſtant nations converſe with one 
another, by which mankind are knit 
together in a general correſpondence : 
they are like the prgs and nails in a 


great building, which, though they are 


but little valued in themſelves, are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to keep the whole frame 
together. | . 

That I may not fall into any common 
beaten tracks of obſervation, I ſhall 
conſider this people in three views: firſt, 


with regard ta their number; ſecondly, 
their diſperſion ; and, thirdly, their ad- 


herence to their religion: and after- 
wards endeavour to thew, firſt, what 
natural reaſons, and, ſccondly, what 
providential reaſons, may be aſſigned for 
theſe three remarkable particulars. 
The Jews are looked upon by many 
to be as numerous at preſent, as they 
were formerly in the land of Canaan. 
This is wonderful, conſidering the 


dreadful ſlaughter made of them under 
ſome of the Roman emperors, which 


hiſtorians deſcribe by the death of many 
hundred thouſands in a war; and the 
innumerable maſſacres and perſecutions 
they have undergone in Turkey, as well 
as in all Chriſtian nations of the world. 
The Rabbins, to expreſs the great ha- 
vock which has been ſometimes made 


* 


able particular in this people. 
ſwarm over all the Eaſt; and are ſettled 


ANONe 


of them, tell us, after their uſual man- 
ner of hyperbole, that there were tuch 
torrents of holy blood ſhed as carried 


rocks of an hundred yards in circum - 


ference above three miles into the ſea. 
Their diſperſion 1s the ſecond remark- 


They 


in the remoteſt parts of China: they are 
ſpread through moſt of the nations of 
Europe and Africa, and many families 
of them are eſtabliſhed in the Weſt In- 
dies: not to mention whole nations bor- 
dering on Preſter-John's country, and 
ſome diſcovered in the inner parts of 
America, 1f we may give any credit to 
their own writers. | | 
Their firm adherence to their religion, 
is no leſs remarkable than their numbers 
and diſperſion, eſpecially conſidering it 
as perſccuted or contemned over the tace 
of the whole earth. This is likewiſe the 
more remarkable, if we conſider the fre- 
quent apoſtacies of this people, when 
they lived under their kings in the land 
of Promiſe, and within fight of their 
temple. RES on | oy 
If in the next place we examine, what 
may be the natural reaſons for theſe 
three particulars which we find in the 


Jews, and which are not to be found in 


any other religion or peoplc, I can, in 


the firſt place, attribute their numbers 


to nothing but their conſtant employ- 
ment, their abſtinence, their exemption 


from wars, and, above all, their fre- 


quent marriages; for they look on celi- 
bacy as an accurſed ſtate, and generaily 
are married before twenty, as hoping 
the Meſſiah may deſcend trom them. 

The diſperſion of the Jews into all the 
nations of the earth, is the fecond re- 
markable particular of that people, 
though not ſo hard to be accounted for. 


They were always in rebellions and tu- 


mults while they had the temple fats 
oy 


THE 


holy city in view, for which reaſon they 
have often been driven out of their old 
habitations in the land of Promiſe. They 
have as often been baniſned out of moſt 


other places where they have ſettled, 


which muſt very much diſperſe and ſcat- 
ter a people, and oblige them to ſeek a 
livelihood where they can find it. Be- 
des, thy whole people is now a race of 
ſuch merchants as are wanderers by pro- 
feſlion, and, at the ſame time, are in molt, 
if not all places, incapable of either lands 


or offices, that might engage them to 


make any part of the world their home. 
This diſperſion would probably have 
Joſt their religion, had it not been ſe- 
cured by the ſtrength of it's conſtitu- 
tion : for they are to live all in a body, 


and generally within the ſame incloſure; 
to marry among themſelves, and to eat 
no meats that are not Killed or prepared 


their own way. This ſhuts them out 
from all table-converſation, and the 
moſt agreeable intercourſes of life; and, 
by conſequence, excludes them from the 
moſt probable means of converſion. 
If, in the laſt place, we conſider what 
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providential reaſons may be aſſigned for 
theſe three particulars, we ſhall find that 
their numbers, diſperſion, and adherence 
to their religion, have furniſhed every 
age, and every nation of the world, with 
the ſtrongeſt arguments for the Chriſtian 
Faith, not only as theſe very particulars 
are foretold of them, but as they them- 
ſelves are the depofitaries of theſe and all 
the other prophecies, which tend to their 
own confuſion. Their number furniſhes 
us with a ſufficient cloud of witneſſes that 
atteſt the truth of the old Bible. Their 


diſperſion ſpreads theſe witneſſes through 
all parts of the world. The adherence to 


their religion makes their teſtimony un- 
queſtionable, Had the whole body of 
the Jews been converted to Chriſtianity, 
we ſhould certainly have thought all the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, that 
relate to the coming and hiſtory of our 
bleſſed Saviour, forged by Chriſtians, 
and have looked upon them, with the 
prophecies of the Sibyls, as made many 
years after the events they pretended to 
foretel. | e 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 


GNATUM PARITER UTI HIS DECUIT AUT ETIAM AMPLIUS, 
QUOD ILLA ZTAS MAGIS AD HEC UTENDA IDONEA EST. 


OUR SON OUGHT TO HAVE SHARED IN THESE THINGS, BECAUSE YOUTH 15 
5 SUITED TO THE ENJOYMENT OF TEN. 


AR. SPECTATOR, OM 
FI\HOSE ancients who were the 

molt accurate in their remarks on 
the genius and temper of mankind, by 
conſidering the various bent and ſcope 
ot our actions throughout the progreſs 
of life, have with great exactnels allot- 
ted inclinations and vbjects of deſire 
particular to every ſtage, according to 
the different circumſtances of our con- 
verſation and fortune, through the ſe- 
veral periods of it. Hence they were 
diſpoſed eaſily to excuſe thoſe exceſſes 
which might poſſibly arile from a too 
eager purſuit of the affections more im- 
mediately proper to each ſtate : they in- 
dulged the Jevity of childhood with 
ten derneſs, overlooked the gaiety of 
youth with good nature, tempered the 
forward ambition and impatience of ri- 
pened manhood with diſcretion, and 
kindly imputed the tenacious avarice of 


old men te their want of reliſh for any 


TER. HEAUT. ACT. 1. SC. 1. 
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other enjoyment. Such allowances as 
theſe were no leſs advantageous to com- 
mon ſociety than obliging to particular 


perſons; for by maintaining a decency 


and regularity in the courſe of lite, they 
ſupported the dignity of human nature, 
which then ſuffers the greateſt violence 
when the order of things is inverted ; 


and in nothing is it more remarkably vi- 


lified and ridiculous, than when feeble- 
neſs prepoſterouſly attempts to adorn it- 
ſelf with that outward pomp and luſtre, 
which ſerve only to ſet off the bloom of 
youth with better advantage. I was in- 
ſenſibly carried into reflections of this 
nature, by juſt now meeting Paulino 


(who is in his climacteric) bedecked 
with the utmoſt {plendour of dreſs and 


equipage, and giving an unbounded 
looſe to all manner of pleaſure, whilſt 
his only fon is debarred all innocent 
diverſion, and may be ſeen frequently 
ſolacing himſelf in the Mall with no 

— other 
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other attendance than one antiquated ſer- 
vant of his father's for a companion and 
director. | | 
It is a monſtrous want of reflection, 
that a man cannot conſider, that when 
he cannot reſign the pleaſures of life in 
his decay of appetite and inclination to 
them, his ſun mult have a much uneaſier 
_ taſk to reſiſt the impetuoſity of growing 
deſires. The ſkill therefore ſhould, me- 
thinks, be to let a fon want no lawful 
diverſion, in proportion to his future 
fortune, and the figure he is to make in 
the world. The firſt ſtep towards virtue 


that I have obſerved in young men of 


condition that have run into exceſſes, 
has been that they had a regard to their 
quality and reputation in the manage- 
ment of their vices. 
their circumſtances has made man 

. youths, to ſupply themſelves as debau- 
chees, commence cheats and raſcals. 
'The father who allows his ſon to his 
utmoſt ability avoids this latter evil, 
which as to the world is much greater 
than the former. But the contrary 


practice has prevailed ſo much among 


ſome men, that I have known them deny 


them what was merely neceſſary for edu- 


cation ſuitable to their quality. Poor 
young Antonio is a lamentable inſtance 
of ill conduct in this kind. The young 
man did not want natural talents; but 
the father of him was a coxcomb, who 
affected being a fine gentleman ſo un- 
mercifully, that he could not endure in 
his Gght, or the frequent mention of 


one, who was his ſon, growing into 


manhood, and thruſting him out of the 
gay world. I have often thought the 
father took a ſecret pleaſure in reflecting 


that when that fine houſe and ſeat came 


into the next hands, it would revive his 
memory, as a perſon who knew how to 
enjoy them, from obſervation of the ruſ- 
ticity and ſgnoranice of his ſucceſſor. 
Certain it is that a man may, if he will, 
let his heart cloſe to the having no re- 


gard to any thing but his dear ſelf, even 


with excluſion of his very children. I 
recommend this ſubje&t to your conſide- 
ration, and am, Sir, your molt humble 
ſervant, | 15 T. B 
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MR. SPECTATOR ee 
1 Am juſt come from Tunbridge, and 
have ſince my return read Mrs. Ma- 


tilda Mohair's letter to you : ſhe pre- 


Narrowneſs in 


LONDON, SEPT, 26, 1712, 
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tends to make a mighty ſtory about the 
diverſion of ſwinging in that place, 
What was done, was only among rela. 
tions; and no man ſwung any woman 
who was not ſecond-coufin at fartheſt. 
She is pleaſed to ſay, care was taken 
that the gallants tied the ladies legs be- 
fore they were wafted into the air. Since 
ſhe is ſo ſpiteful, I will tell you the plain 
truth : there was no ſuch nicety obſery- 
ed, ſince we were all, as J juſt now told 
you, near relations : but Mrs. Mohair 
herſelf has been ſwung there, and ſhe 
invents all this malice, becauſe it was 
obſerved ſhe had crooked legs, of which 
I was an eye-witneſs. Your humble 
ſervant, 3 5 N 

RACHEL SnoE STRING. 


TUNBRIDGE, SEPT» 26, 1712 
MR. SPECTATOR, | 


| WE have juſt now read your paper, 


containing Mrs. Mohair's letter. 
Tt is an invention of her own from one 
end to the other; and I defire you would 
print the incloſed letter by itſelf, and 
ſhorten it ſo as to come within the com- 
paſs of your half ſheet. She is the moſt 
malicious minx in the world, for all ſhe 
looks ſo innocent. Do not leave out 
that part about her "eing in love with 
her father's butler, which makes her 
ſhun men ; for that is the trueit of it 


all. Your humble ſervant, 


£ SARAH TRICE, 
P. S. She has crooked legs. 


 TUNBRIDGE, sz. 26, 1712. 

Mie. SPECTATOR. ©. 1 
ALE that Mrs. Mohair is fo vexed 
at againſt the good company of this 
place, is, that we all know ſhe has 
crooked legs. This is certainly true. 
I do not care for putting my name, be- 
cauſe one would not be in the power of 


the creature. | 


You humble ſervant unknown. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 


T HAT inſufferable prude Mrs. Mo- 
T hair, who has told ſuch tories of 
the company here, is with child, for all 
her nice airs and her crooked legs. Pray 
be ſure to put her in for both thoſe two 
things, and you will oblige every body 
here, eſpecially your humble ſervant, 

| ALICE BLUEGARTER. 
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MENANDERs 


A CUNNING OLD Fox Tas! 


Favour well beſtowed is almoſt as 
great an honour to him who con- 


fers it, as to him who receives it. What, 


indeed, makes for the ſuperior reputa- 
tion of the patron in this caſe is, that he 
is always ſurrounded with ſpecious pre- 
tences of unworthy candidates, and is 
often alone in the kind inclination he 
has towards the well-deſerving. Juſtice 
is the firſt quality in the man who is in 
a poſt of direction; and I remember to 
have heard an old gentleman talk of the 
civil wars, and in his relation give an 
account of a general officer, who with 
this one quality, without any ſhining 
endowments, became ſo popularly be- 
loved and honoured, that all deciſions 
between man and man were laid before 
him by the parties concerned in a private 
way; and they would lay by their ani- 
moſities implicitly, if he bid them be 
friends, or ſubmit themſelves in the 
wrong without reluQance, if he ſaid it, 
Without waiting the judgment of court- 
martials. His manner was to keep the 
dates of all commiſſions in his cloſet, 
and wholly diſmiſs from the ſervice ſuch 


who were deficient in their duty; and 


after that took care to prefer according 
to the order of battle. His familiars 
were his intire friends, and could have 
no intereſted views in courting his ac- 
quaintance; for his affection was no 
ſtep to their preferment, though it was 
to their reputation. By this means a 
Kind aſpect, a ſalutation, a ſmile, and 
giving out his hand, had the weight of 
what is eſteemed by vulgar minds more 


ſubſtantial. His buſinels was very ſhort, 


and he who had nothing to do but juſ- 


tice, was never affronted with a requeſt 


of a familiar daily viſitant for what was 
due to a brave man at a diſtance. Ex- 
traordinary merit he uſed to recommend 
to the king for tome diſtinction at home, 
until the order of battle made way tor 
his riſing in the troops. Add to this, 
that he had an excellent manner of get- 
ting rid of {uch whom he obſerved were 
* goud at a halt,“ as his phraſe was. 
Under this deſcription ne comprehended 
all thoſe who were contented to live 


without reproach, and had no prompti- 


| tude in their minds towards glory. 


Theſe fellows were alſo recommended 
to the king, and taken off of the gene- 
ral's hands into poſts wherein diligence 
and comman honeſty were all that were 
neceſſary. This general had no weak 
part in his line, but every man had as 
much care upon him, and as much ho- 
nour to loſe as himſelf. Every officer 


could anſwer for what paſſed where he 


was, and the general's preſence was 
never neceſſaiy any where, but where 
he had placed himſelf at the iirſt diſpoſi- 
tion, except that accident happened from 


extraordinary efforts of the enemy which 
he could not foreſee; but it was remark - 


able that it never fell out from failure 


in his own troops. It muſt be con- 


feſſed the world is juſt ſo much out of 
order, as an unworthy perſon poſſeſſes 


what ſhould be in the direction of him 


who has better pretenſions to it. 

' Inſtead of ſuch a conduct as this old 
fellow uſed to deſcribe in his General, 
all the evils which have ever happened 
among mankind, have aroſe from the 
wanton diſpoſition of the favours of the 
powerful. It is generally all that men 
of modeſty and virtue can do, to fall 
in with ſome whimſical turn in a 2 
man, to make way for things of real and 
abſolute ſervice. In the time of Don 
Sebaſtian of Portugal, or ſome time 
ſince, the firſt miniſter would let no- 
thing come near him but what bore the 
molt profound face of wiſdom and gra- 


vity. They carried it ſo far, that, ior 


the greater ſhew of their profound know- 
ledge, a pair of ſpectacles tied on their 
noſes, with a black ribbon round their 
heads, was what compleated the dreſs 


of thoſe who made their court at his le- 
vee, and none with naked noſes were 


admitted to his preſence. A blunt ho- 


neſt fellow, who had a command in the 


train of artillerv, had attempted to make 
an impreſſion upon the porter day after 


day in vain, until at length he made 


his appearance in a very thoughtful 
dark ſuit of cloaths, and two pair of 


ſpectacles on at once. He was conducted 
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from room to room, with great deference, 
to the miniſter; and carrying on the 
farce of the place, he told his excellency 
that he had pretended in this manner to 
be wiſer than he really was, but with 
no ill intention; but he was honeſt Such- 
a- one of the train, and he came to tell 
him that they wanted wheel-barrows 
and pick-axes. The thing happened 


not to diſpleaſe, the great man was ſeen 
to ſmile, and the ſucceſsful officer was 


reconducted with the ſame profound 
ceremony out of the houſe. 

When Leo X. reigned Pope of Rome, 
his holineſs, though a man of ſenſe, and 
of an excellent taſte of letters, of all 
things affected fools, buffoons, hu- 
mouriſts, and coxcombs : whether it 
were from vanity, and that he enjoyed 


no talents in other men but what were 


inferior to him, or whatever it was, he 
carried it fo far, that his whole delight 
was in finding out new fools, and, as 
our phraſe is, playing them off, and 
making them ſhew themlelves to advan- 


tage. A prieſt of his former acquaint- 


ance ſuffered a great many diſappoint- 
ments in attempting to find acceſs to 
him in a regular character, until at laſt 
in deſpair 2 retired from Rome, and 
returned in an equipage fo very fantaſti- 
val, both as to the dreſs of himſelf and 
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ſervants, that the whole court were in 


an emulation who ſhould firſt introduce 


him to his holineſs. What added to 
the expectation his holineſs had of the 
pleaſure he ſhould have in his follies, 
was, that this fellow, in a dreſs the 
moſt exquiſitely ridiculous, defired he 


might ſpeak to him alone, for he had : 


matters of the higheſt unportance, upon 
which he wanted a conference. No- 


thing could be denied to a coxcomb of 5 


fo great hope; but when they were apart, 


the impoſtor revealed himſelf, and ſpoke 


as follows : 


Do not be ſurpriſed, moſt holy fa- 


ther, at ſeeing, inſtead of a coxcomb 
© to laugh at, your old friend, who has 
taken this way of acceſs to admaniſh 
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you of your own folly. 
c 


| Can any 
thing ſhew your holineſs how unwor- 


thily you treat mankind, more than 


my being put upon this difficulty to 
ſpeak with you? It is a degree of 
tolly to delight to ſec it in others, and 
it is the greateſt inſolence imaginable 
to rejoice in the "diſgrace of human 

nature, It is 'a criminal hunulity in 
a perſon of your holincfs's under- 
ſtanding, to believe you cannot excel 
but in the converſation of half-wits, 
humouriſts, coxcombs, and buffoons, 
If your holineſs has a mind to be di- 
verted like a rational man, you have 
a great opportunity for it, in diſrobing 
all the impertinents you have favoured 
of all their riches and trappings at 
once, and beſtowing them on the hum- 
ble, the virtuous, and the meek. If 
your holineſs is not concerned for the 
take of virtue and religion, be pleaſed 
to reflect, that for the fake of your 
own ſafety it is not proper to be ſo 
very much in jeſt. When the Pope 
is thus merry, the people will in time 
begin to think many things, which 
they have hitherto beheld with great 
veneration, are in themſelves objects 
of ſcorn and deriſion. If they once 
get a trick of knowing how to laugh, 
your holineſs's ſaying this ſentence in 
one night - cap, and the other with the 
other, the change of your flippers, 
bringing you your ſtaff in the midit 
of a prayer, then ſtripping you of one 
veſt and clapping on a ſecond during 
divine ſervice, will be found out te 
have nothing in it. Conſider, Sir, 
that at this rate a head will be reckon- 
ed never the wiſer for being bald, and 
the ignorant will be apt to ſay, that 
going barefoot. does not at all help on 
in the way to heaven. The real cap 


and the cowl will fall under the fame 


contempt; and the vulgar will tell us 
to our faces that we ſtall have no au- 
thority over them, but from the force 
of our arguments, and the ſanctity 
of our lives.” | 
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NOR REINS, NOR CURRS, NOR CRIES, THE HORSES FEAR, 


BUT FORCE ALONG THE TREMBLING CHARIOTEERs 


TO THE SPECTATOR-GENERAL OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


FROM THE FARTHER END OF THE WI- 


Dow's COFFEE-HOUSE IN DEVEREUX 

COURT, MONDAY EVENING, TWEN= 
- TY-EIGRHT MINUTES AND A HALF 

PAST sIx. | 


DEAR DUMB; 
N ſhort, to uſe no farther preface, if I 
ſhould tell you that I have ſeen a 
hackney-coachman, when he has come 
to ſet down his tare, which has conſiſted 
of two or three very fine Jadies, hand 
them out, and ſalute every one of them 
with an air of familiarity, without giv- 


ing the leaſt offence, you would perhaps 
think me guilty of a gaſconade. But 


to clear myleif from that imputation, 
and to explain this matter to you, I at- 


fure yau that there are many illuſtrious 


youths within this city, who trequently 
recreate themſelves by driving of a hack- 
ney-coach : but thoſe whom, above all 


others, I would recommend to you, are 


the young gentlemen belonging to our 
inns of court. We have, I think, about 
a dozen coachmen, who have chambers 


here in the Temple; and as it is reaſon- 


able to believe others will follow their 


example, we may perhaps in time (if it 


ſhall be thought convenient) be drove 
to Weltminſter by our own fraternity, 


allowing every fitth perſon to apply his 


weditations this way, which is but a 


modeſt computation, as the humour is 


now likely to take. It is to be hoped 
likewiſe, that there are in the other nur- 
ſeries of the law to be found a propor- 
tionable number of theſe hopeful plants, 
ſpringing up to the everlaſting renown 
of their native country, Of how long 
fianding this humour has been, I know 
not; the firſt time I had any particular 
rcaton to take notice of it, was about 
this time twelvemonth, when being upon 
Hampſtead Heath with ſome of theſe 
ſtudious young men, who went thither 


purely tor the ſake of contemplation, 


DRY DEN. 


nothing would ſerve them but I muſt 


go through a courſe of this philoſoph 
too; and being ever willing to embelli 


myſelf with any commendable qualifi- 
cation, it was not long ere they per- 
ſuaded me into the coach-box ; nor in- 
deed much longer, before I underwent 
the fate of brother Phaeton ; for having 
drove about fifty paces with pretty good 
ſucceſs, through my own natural ſaga- 
city, together with the good inſtructions 
of my tutors, who, to give them their 
due, were on all hands encouraging and 
aſſiſting me in this laudable underiak- 
ing; I ſay, Sir, having drove about 
fitty paces with pretty good ſucceſs, I 
mult needs be exerciſing the laſh, which 
the horſes reſented fo ill from my hands, 
that they gave a ſudden ſtart, and there- 
by pitched me directly upon my head, 
as I very well remembered about half 
an hour afterwards, which not only de- 
prived me of all the knowledge I had 
gained for fifty yards before, but had 
like to have broke my neck into the. 
bargain. After ſuch a ſevere reprimand, 
you may imagine I was not very eafily 
prevailed with to make a ſecond at- 
tempt; and indeed, upon mature deli- 
beration, the whole ſcience ſeemed, at _ 
leaſt to me, to be ſurrounded with fa 
many difficulties, that notwithſtanding 
the unknown advantages which might 
have accrued to me thereby, I gave over 
all hopes of attaining it; and I believe 
had never thought of it more, but that 
my memory has been lately refreſhed 
by ſeeing ſome of theſe ingenious gen- 
tlemen ply in the open ſtreets, one of 
which I ſaw receive ſo ſuitable a reward 
to his labours, that though I know you 
are no friend to ſtory-telling, yet I muſt 
beg leave to trouble you with this at 


large. 


walnuts at the Temple gate, a lively 
young fellow in a fuſtian jacket ſhot by 
me, beckoned a coach, and told the 
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About a fortnight ſince, as I was 
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to the minifter; and carrying on the 
farce of the place, he told his excellency 
that he had pretended in this manner to 
be wiſer than he really was, but with 
no ill intention; but he was honeſt Such- 
a-one of the train, and he came to tell 
him that they wanted wheel-barrows 
and pick-axes. The thing happened 
not to diſpleaſe, the great man was ſeen 
to ſmile, and the ſucceſsful officer was 
reconducted with the ſame profound 


ceremony out of the houſe. 


When Leo X. reigned Pope of Rome, 
his holineſs, though a man of ſenſe, and 


of an excellent taſte of letters, of all 
things affected fools, buffoons, hu- 
mouriſts, and coxcombs : whether it 


were from vanity, and that he enjoyed 
no talents in other men but what were 
inferior to him, or whatever it was, he 
carried it fo far, that his whole delight 
was in finding out new fools, and, as 


our phraſe is, playing them off, and 


making them ſhew themſelves to advan- 
tage, A prieſt of his former acquaint- 


ance ſuffered a great many diſappoint- 


* 


ments in attempting to find acceſs to 


him in a * character, until at laſt 
in deſpair 
returned in an equipage fo very fantaſti- 


1e retired from Rome, and 


cal, both as to the dreſs of himſelf and 
ſervants, that the whole court were in 


What added to 
the expectation his holineſs had of the 


might ſpeak to him alone, for he had 
matters of the higheſt importance, upon 
which he wanted a conference. 
thing could be denied to a coxcomb of 
fo great hope; but when they were apart, 


the impoſtor revealed himſelf, and ſpoke 


as follows: | 
Do not be ſurpriſed, moſt holy fa- 


to laugh at, your old friend, who has 
taken this way of acceſs to admoniſn 


ME 


No- 


an emulation who ſhould firſt introduce 
him to his holinels. 


_ pleaſure he ſhould have in his follies, 


was, that this fellow, in a dreſs the 
moſt exquiſitely ridiculous, defired he 


© ther, at ſeeing, inſtead of a coxcomb 


TE SPECTATOR, 


from room to room, with great deference, 
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you of your own folly. Can any 
thing ſhew your holineſs how unwor. 
thily you treat mankind, more than 
my being put upon this difficulty to 
ſpeak with you? Tt is a degree of 
tolly to delight to ſec it in others, and 
it is the greateſt inſolence imaginable 
to rejoice in the "diſgrace of human 
nature. It is a criminal hunubty in 
a perſon of your holineſs's . under- 
ſtanding, to believe you cannot excel 
but in the converſation of half-wits, 
humouriſts, coxcombs, and buffoons, 
If your holineſs has a mind to be di. 


verted like a rational man, you have 


a great opportunity for it, in diſrobing 
all the impertinents you have favoured 
of all their riches and trappings at 
once, and beſtowing them on the hum- 
ble, the virtuous, and the meek. If 
your holineſs 1s not concerned for the 
take of virtue and religion, be pleaſed 
to reflect, that for the fake of your 
own ſafety it is not proper to be ſo 
very much in jeſt, When the Pope 
is thus merry, the people will in time 
begin to think many things, which 


they have hitherto beheld with great 
veneration, are in themſelves objects 


of ſcorn and deriſion. If they once 


get a trick of knowing how to laugh, 
your holineſs's ſaying this ſentence in 


one night-cap, and the other with the 
other, the change of your flippers, 
bringing you your ſtaff in the midit 
of a prayer, then ſtripping you of one 


veſt and clapping on a ſecond during 
divine ſervice, will be found out te 


have nothing in it. Conſider, Sir, 
that at this rate a head will be reckon- 
ed never the wiſer for being bald, and 


the ignorant will be apt to ſay, that 


going barefoot does not at all help on 
in the way to heaven. The real cap 
and the cowl will tall under the fame 


contempt; and the vulgar will tel] us 
© to our faces that we ſhall have no au- 


thority over them, but from the force 


of our arguments, and the ſanctity 


of our lives.” 
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NOR REINS, NOR CURBS, NOR CRIES, THE HORSES FEAR, 


BUT FORCE ALONG THE TREMBLING CHARIOTEERs 


TO THE SPECTATOR-GENERAL OF 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


FROM THE FARTHER END OF THE WI- 


Dow's COFFEE-HOUSE IN DEVEREUX 

COURT, MONDAY EVENING, TWEN= 
- TY-EIGHT MINUTES AND A HALP 
„ PAST: 12+ -- | 


DEAR DUMB, 
N ſhort, to uſe no farther preface, if I 
ſhould tell you that I have ſeen a 
hackney-coachman, when he has come 
to {et down his fare, which has conſiſted 
of two or three very fine ladies, hand 
them out, and ſalute every one of them 


with an air of familiarity, without giv- 
ing the leaſt offence, you would perhaps 
think me guilty of a gaſconade. But 


to clear myſelf from that imputation, 
and to explain this matter to you, I aſ- 
ſure yau that there are many illuſtrious 


youths within this city, who frequently 
recreate themſelves by driving of a hack- 
ney-coach : but thoſe whom, above all 


others, I would recommend to you, are 
the young gentlemen belonging to our 
inns of court. We have, I think, about 
a dozen coachmen, who have chambers 


here in the Temple; and as it is reaſon- 


able to believe others will follow their 


cxample, we may perhaps in time (it it 
ſhall be thought convenient) be drove 
to Weftminſter by our own fraternity, 
allowing every fitth perſon to apply his 
meditations this way, which is but a 
modeſt computation, as the humour 1s 


now likely to take. It is to be hoped 


likewiſe, that there are in the other nur- 
{cries of the law to be found a propor- 
tionable number of theſe hopeful plants, 
ſpringing up to the everlaſting renown 
of their native country. Of how long 
tianding this humour has been, I know 
not; the firſt time I had any particular 


reaſon to take notice of it, was about 


this time twelvemonth, when being upon 
Hampſtead Heath with ſome of theſe 
ſtudious young men, who went thither 
purely tor the ſake of contemplation, 


many difficulties, that notwithſtanding 


DrvyDeNn. 


nothing would ſerve them but I muſt 
go through a courle of this N 


too; and being ever willing to embelliſh_ 


myſelf with any commendable qualifi- 
cation, it was not long ere they per- 
ſuaded me into the coach- box; nor in- 
deed much longer, before I underwent 
the fate of brother Phaeton ; for having 
drove about fifty paces with pretty good 


ſucceſs, through my own natural ſaga- 


city, together with the good inſtructions 
of my tutors, who, to give them their 


due, were on all hands encouraging and 
aſſiſting me in this laudable undertak- 


ing; I ſay, Sir, having drove about 


-fitty paces with pretty good ſucceſs, I 
mult needs be exerciſing the laſh, which 


the horſes reſented ſo ill from my hands, 


that they gave a ſudden (tart, and there 
by pitched me directly upon my head, 
as I very well remembered about half 
an hour afterwards, which not only de- 


prived me of all the knowledge I had 


gained for fifty yards before, but had 


like to have broke my neck into the 


bargain. After ſuch a ſevere reprimand, 
you may imagine I was not very eaſily 


prevailed with to make a ſecond at- 
tempt; and indeed, upon mature deli- 


beration, the whole ſcience ſeemed, at 


leaſt to me, to be ſurrounded with ſa 
the unknown advantages which might 
have accrued to me thereby, I gave over 
all hopes of attaining it; and I believe 
had never thought of it more, but that 
my memory has been lately refreſhed 
by ſeeing ſome of theſe ingenious gen- 


tlemen ply in the open ſtreets, one of 
- which I ſaw receive ſo ſuitable a reward 
to his labours, that though I know you 
are no friend to ſtory-telling, yet I muſt 
beg leave to trouble you with this at 


large. 


walnuts at the Temple gate, a lively 
young fellow in a fuſtian jacket ſhot by 


me, beckoned a coach, and told the 
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About a fortnight ſince, as I was 
diverting myſelf with a pennyworth of 
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Chelſea: they agreed upon the price, 


and this young gentleman mounts the 


coach-box ; the fellow ſtaring at him, 
deſired to know, if he ſhould not drive 
until they were out of town? No, no,“ 
replied he: he was then going to climb 


up to him, but received another check, 
and was then ordered to get into the 
coach or behind it, for that he wanted 
no inſtructors—“ But be ſure, you dog 


« you,* lays he, © do not bilk me.“ The 


fellow thereupon ſurrendered his whip, 
ſcratched his head, and crept into the 
coach. Having myſelf occaſion to go 


into the ſtrand about the ſame time, we 
ſtarted both together; but the ſtreets be- 
ing very full of coaches, and he not ſo 
able a coachman as perhaps he ima- 
gined himſelf, I had ſoon got a little 


way before him; often, however, having 


the curiolity to caſt my eye back upon 


him, to oblerve how he behaved himſelf 
in this high ſtation ; which he did with 
great compoſure, until he came to the 
paſs, which is a military term the bro. 


thers of the whip have given to the ſtrait 


at St. Clement's church: when he was 


arrived near this place, where are al- 
ways coaches in waiting, the coachmen 


began to ſuck up the muſcles of their 
chceks, and to tip the wink upon each 


other, as if they had ſome roguery in 


their heads, which T was immediately 
convinced of; for he no ſooner came 


within reach, but the firit of them with 


his whip took the exact dimenſion of 
His ſhoulders, which he very mgeniouſly 
called endorſing: and indeed I mult fay, 
that every one of them took due care to 
endorſe him as he came through their 

hands. He ſeemed at firſt a little un- 
_ eaſy under the operation, and was going 
in all haſte to take the numbers of their 
coaches ; but at length, by the media- 
tion of the worthy gentleman in the 
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coachman he wanted to go as far as 


coach, his wrath was aſſuaged, and he 
prevailed upon to purſue his journey ; 
though indeed I thought they had clapt 
ſuch a ſpoke in his wheel, as had diſ. 
abled him from being a coachman tor 
that day at leaſt: for I am much mil. 
taken, Mr. Spec, if ſome of thele en- 
dorſements were not wrote with ſo ſtrong 


a hand, that they are ſtill legible. Upon 


my enquiring the reaſon of this unuſual 


lalutation, they told me, that it was a 


cuſtom among them, whenever they 


ſaw a brother tottering or unſtable in 
his poſt, to lend him a hand, in order 
to ſettle him again therein. For my 


part, I thought their allegations but rea- 
Beab 
our coachmen, we abound in divers 


le, and ſo marched off, Beſides 


other ſorts of ingenious robuſt youth, 
who, I hope, will not take it ill if I 
refer giving you an account of their 
ſeveral reereations to another opportu- 
nity. In the mean time, if you would but 
beſtow a little of your wholeſome advice 
upon our coachmen, 1t might perhaps be 
a reprieve to ſome of their necks. As 
I underſtand you have ſeveral inſpectors 
under you, if you would but ſend one 
amongſt us here in the Temple, I am 
perſuaded he would not want employ- 
ment. But I leave this to your own _ 
conſideration, and am, Sir, your humble 


ſervant, MosEs GREENBaG, 


P. S. I have heard our critics in the 
coffee - houſes hereabout talk mightily of 
the unity of time and place: according 
to my notion of the matter, I have en- 
deavoured at fomething like it in the 
beginning of my epiſtle. I deſire to be 
inſormed a little as to that particular, 
In my next I deſign to give you ſome 
account of. excellent watermen who are 
bred to the law, and far outdo the land 
{tudents above-mentioned, | T 
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MI friend Will Honeycomb has 
| told me for above this half year, 
that he had a great mind to try his hand 


at a Spectator, and that he would fain 
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have one of his writing in my works, 


This morning I received from him the 


following letter, which, after having 


rectified jome little orthographical mii- 
. NS | takes, 
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takes, I ſhall make a preſent of to the 
public. | 


DEAR SPEC, 
Was about two nights ago in com- 
1 pany with very agreeable young peo- 
ple of both ſexes, where talking of tome 
of your papers which are written on 
conjugal love, there aroſe a dilpute 


among us, whether there were not more 
bad huſbands in the world than bad 


wives. A gentleman, who was advo- 
eate for the ladies, took this occaſion to 
tell us the ftory of a famous fiege in 
Germany, which I have ſince found 
related in my hiſtorical dictionary, after 
the following manner. When the Em- 
peror Conrade the Third had beſieged 
Guelphus, Duke of Bavaria, in the city 
of Henſberg, the women finding that 
the town could not poſſibly hold out 
long, petitioned the emperor that they 
might depart out of it, with ſo much as 
each of them could carry, The em- 
peror knowing they could not convey 
away many of their effects, granted 


them their petition : when the women, 


to his great furpriſe, came out of the 
place with every one her huſband upon 
her back, The emperor was fo moved 
at the fight, that he burſt into tears, and 
after having very much extolled the 
- women for their conjugai affection, gave 
the men to their wives, and received tne 
duke into his favour, | 
The ladies did not a little triumph at 


| this ſtory, aſking us at the ſame time, 


whether in our conſciences we believed 
that the men in any town of great Bri- 


tain would, upon the ſame offer, and 


at the ſame conjuncture, have loaden 
themiclves with their wives; or rather, 
whether they would not have been glad 
of ſuch an opportunity to get ri1 of 


them? To this my very good friend 


Tom Dapperwit, who took upon him 
to be the mouth of our ſex, replied, that 


they would be very much to blame if 


they would not do the fame good office 
for the women, conſidering that their 
ſtrength would be greater, and their 
burdens lighter. As we were amuling 
_ ourſelves with diſcourſes of this nature, 
in order to paſs away the evening, which 
now begins to grow tedious, we fell 


into that laudable and primitive diver- 


ſion of queſtions and commands. I was 
no ſooner veſted with the regal autho- 
rity, but I enjoined all the ladies, under 
pain of my diſpleaſure, to tell the com- 


until bed- time. 
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pany ingenuouſly, in caſe they had been 
in the ſiege above-mentioned, and had 
the ſame offers made them as the good 
women of that place, what every one of 
them would have brought off with her, 
and have thought moſt worth the ſaving ? 
There were ſeveral merry anſwers made 
to my queſtion, which entertained us 


with ſuch a bundle of ideas, that upon 


my going to ſleep, I fell into the follow- 
ing dream. | 


I ſaw a town of this iſland, which 


ſhall be nameleſs, inveſted on every ſide, 


and the inhabitants of it ſo ſtraitened as 


to cry for quarter. The general refuſed 
any other terms than thoſe granted to 


the above-mentioned town of Henſberg, 


namely, that the married women might 


come out with what they could bring 
along with them. Immediately the city 


gue flew open, and a female proceſ- 
ion appeared, multitudes of the ſex fol- 
lowing one another in a row, and ſtag- 


gering under their reſpective burdens. 
I took my ſtand upon an eminence in 
the enemy's camp, which was appointed 
for the general rendezvous of theſe fe- 
male carriers, being very defirous to look _ 
into their ſeveral ladings. The firſt of 


them had a huge ſack upon her ſhoul+ 
ders, which ſhe ſet down with great care: 
upon the opening of it, when I expect- 
ed to have ſeen her huſband ſhot out of 


it, I found it was filled with china- 


ware. The next appeared in a mott 
decent figure, carryinz a handſome 


young fellow upon her back: I could 


not forbear commending the young wo- 
man for her conjugal affection, when, 


to my great ſurpriſe, I found that ſhe 


had left the good man at home, and 
brought away her gallant. 


whom TI could not ſuſpect for any but 


her ſpouſe, until upon her ſetting him 


down I heard her call him Dear Pug, 


and found him to be her favourite mon- 


key. A fourth brought a huge bale of 
cards along with her; and the fifth a 


Bologna lap-dog; for her huſband, it 


ſeems, being a very burley man, ſhe 
thought it would be leſs trouble for her 
to bring away little Cupid. The next 
was the wife of a rich uſurer, loaden 
with a bag of gold; ſhe told us that her 
ſpoule was very old, and by the courſe 
of nature could not expect to live long; 
and that to ſhcew. her. tender regards tog 

; him, 


This filled my mind 


I ſaw the 
third, at ſome diſtance, with a little wi- 
thered face peeping over her ſhoulder, 


| 
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him, ſhe had faved that which the poor 
man loved better than his life. The 
next came towards us with her ſon upon 
her back, who, we were told, was the 
greateſt rake in the place, but ſo much 
the mother's darling, that ſhe left her 
huſband behind with a large family of 
Hopeful ſons and daughters, for the jake 
of this graceleſs youth. | 

It would be endleſs to mention the 
ſeveral perſons, with their ſeveral loads, 
that appeared to me in this ſtrange vi- 
ſion. 
vered with packs of ribbons, brocades, 
embroidery, and ten thouſand other ma- 


terials, ſucient to have furniſhed a 


whole ftreet of toy-ſhops. One of the 
women, having a huſband, who was 


none of the heavieſt, was bringing him 
off upon her ſhoulders, at the ſame time 
that ſhe carried a great bundle of Flan- 


ders Jace under her arm; but finding 
herſelf fo over-loaden, that flie. could 
not ſave both of them, ſhe dropped the 


good man, and brought away the bun- 


dle. In ſhort, I found but one huſband 
among this great mountain of baggage, 


who was a lively cobler, that kicked 


and ſpurred all the while his wife was 
carrying him on, and, as it was laid, 


had ſcarce paſſed a day in his life with- 
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All the place about me was co- 


THE SPECTATOR 
out giving her the difcipline of the 


ſtrap. i 

I cannot conclude my letter, dear 
Spec, without telling thee one very odd 
whim in this my dream. I ſaw, me- 
thought, a dozen women employed in 
bringing off one man; I could not gueſs 
who it ſhould be, until upon his nearer 
approach I diſcovered thy ſhort phiz. 
'Fhz women all declared that it was for 
the ſake of thy works, and not thy per- 
ſon, that they brought thee off, and that 
it was on condition that thou ſhouldſt 
continue the Spectator. If thou thinkeſt 
this dream will make a tolerable one, it 
is at thy ſervice, from, dear Spec, thin, 


lleeping and waking, 


WILL HONEYCOMB. 


The ladies will ſee, by this letter, 
what I have often told them, that Will 
is one of thoſe old-faſhioned men of wit 
and pleaſure of the town, that ſhews his 
parts by raillery on marriage, and one 
who has often tried his fortune that way 
without ſucceſs. I cannot however dif- 
mils his letter, without obſerving, that 
the true ſtory on which it is built does 
honour to the ſex, and that in order to 
abuſe them, the writer is obliged to have 
recourle to dream and fiction, = FR 


| — HUC NATAS ADJICE SFPTEM, _ | 
ET TOTIDEM JUVENES; ET MOX GENEROSQUE NURUSQUE : 


QUERITE NUNCy, HABEAT QUAM NOSTRA SUPERBIA CAUSAMy 


Ovid. Mgr. L. 6. VER» 182. 


SEVEN ARE MY DAUGHTERS OF A FORM DIVINE, 
WITH SEVEN FAIR SONS, AN INDEFECTIVE LINE. 
.GO, FOOLS, CONSIDER THIS, AND ASK THE CAUSE, 


FROM WHICH MY PRIDE 1T'S STRONG PRESUMPTION DRAWSe 


— ot | 


V OU, who are ſo well acquainted 


with the ſtory of Socrates, muſt 


have read how, upon his making a diſ- 
courſe concerning love, he prefled his 
point with ſo much ſucceſs, that all the 
bachetors in his audience took a refolu- 


tion to marry by the firſt opportunity, 


and that alt the married men imme- 
. diately took horſe and galloped home 
to their wives. I am apt to think your 
cliſcourſes, in which you have drawn ſo 
many agreeable pictures of marriage, 
have had a very good effect this way in 
England. We wc obliged to you, at 


CONE SYS CROxALe 
Jeaſt, for having taken off that ſenſeleſs 
ridicule, which for many years the wit- 
lings of the town have turned upon their 
fathers and mothers. For my own part, 


IJ was born in wedlock, and I do not 


care who knows it : for which reaton, 
among many others, I thould look upon 
myſelf as a molt inſufferable coxcomb, 
did I endeavour to maintain that cuck- 
oldom was inſeparable from marriage, or 
to make uſe of Huſband and Wife as terms 
of reproach. Nay, Sir, I will go one ſtep 
further, and declare to you before the 
whole world, that I am a married man, 
and at the fame tune I have ſo much 

| | aſſurance 
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aſſurance as not to be aſhamed of what 
J have done. | Th ets 
Among the ſeveral pleaſures that ac- 
company this ſtate of life, and which 
you have deſcribed in your former pa- 
pers, there are two you have not taken 
notice of, and which are ſeldom caſt 
into the account by thoſe who write on 
this ſubject. You muſt have obſerved, 
in your ſpeculations on human nature, 


that nothing is more gratitying to the 


mind of man than power or dominion : 
and this I think myſelf amply poſſeſſed 
of, as Jam the father of a family. I am 
perpetually taken up in giving out or- 
_ ders, in preſcribing duties, in hearing 


parties, in adminiſtering juſtice, and in 


diſtributing rewards and puniſhments. 
To ſpeak in the language of the Cen- 
turion—* I fay unto one, Go, and he 
_ © goeth; and to another, Come, and he 
© cometh; and to my ſervant, Do this, 
© and he doeth it.“ In thort, Sir, I look 
upon my family as a patriarchal ſove- 
reignty, in which I am myſelf both king 
and prieft, All great governments are 
nothing elſe but cluſters of thele little 
private royalties, and therefore I conſi- 
der the maſters of families as ſmall de- 
puty-governors preſiding over the ſe- 
veral little parcels and diviſions of their 
fellow-ſubjets. As I take great plea- 
ſure in the adminiſtration of my govern- 
ment in particular, ſo I look upon my- 


ſelf not only as a more uſeful, but as a 
much greater and happier man than any 


bachelor in England, of my rank and 
condition. | oF 


There is another accidental advantage 


in marriage, which has likewiſe fallen 


to my ſhare ; I mean the having a mul- 
titude of children. Theſe I cannot but 
regard as very great bleſſings. When I 
lee my little troop before me, I rejoice 
in the additions which I have made to 
ws, ſpecies, to my country, and to my 
religion, in having produced ſuch a num- 
ber of reaſonable creatures, citizens, ard 
Chriſtians. I am pleated to lee myſelf 


thus perpetuated; and as there is no pro- 


duction comparable to that of a human 
creature, I am more proud of having 
been the occaſion of ten ſuch glorious 
productions, than if I had built a hun- 
dred pyramids at my own expence, or 
publiſhed as many volumes of the fineſt 
wit and learning. In what a beautitul 
licht has the Holy Scripture repreſent- 
e Abdon, one of the judges of Iſracl, 


reſt, 


989 
who had forty ſons and thirty grandſons, 


that rode on threeſcore and ten aſs-colts, 
according to the magnificence of the 


eaſtern countries? How mult the heart 


of the old man rejoice, when he ſaw 
ſuch a beautiful proceſſion of his own 
deſcendants, ſuch a numerous cavalcade 
of his own raiſing? For my own part, I 
can fit in my parlour with great content 


when I take a review of half a dozen of 


my little boys mounting upon hobby- 
horſes, and of as many little girls tu- 
toring their babies, each of them endea- 
vouring to excel the reſt, and to do ſome- 
thing that may gain my favour and ap- 

robation. I cannot queſtion but he 
who has blefled me with ſo many chil- 
dren, will aſſiſt my endeavours in pro- 


viding for them. There is one thing 


I am able to give each of them, which is 
a virtuous education. I think it is Sir 


Francis Bacon's obſervation, that in a 


numerous family of children, the eldeſt 
is often ſpoiled by the profpe& of an 
eſtate, and the youngeſt by being the 
darling of the parents; but that ſome 


one or other in the middle, who has not 


perhaps been regarded, has made his 
way in the world, and over-topped the 
It is my buſmeſs to implant in 
every one of my children the ſame ſeeds 
of induſtry, and the ſame honeſt princi- 
ples. By this means I think I have a 
fair chance, that one or other of them 
may grow conſiderable in ſome way of 
life or other, whether it be in the army, 


or in the flect, in trade, or any of the 
three learned profeſſions; for you mult 


know, Sir, that from long experience 
and obſervation, I am perſuaded of 
what ſeems a paradox to molt of thoſe 
with whom I converſe, namely, that a 
man who has many children, and gives 


them a good education, is more likely 


to raiſe a family, than he who has but 
one, notwithſtanding he leaves him his 
whole eſtate. For this reaſon I cannot 
torbear amuſing myſelf with finding out 
a general, an admiral, or an alderman 
of London, a divine, a phytician, or 2 
lawyer, among my little people wha are 


now perhaps in petticoats; and when 
I ſee the motherly airs of my little 


daughters when they are playing with 

their puppets, I cannot but fatter my- 

ſelf that their hylbands and children will 

be happy in the polſeſſion of luch wives 
and mothers. 

If vou are a father, you will not per- 

| Raps 
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haps think this letter impertinent; but 
if you are a fingle man, you will hot 
know the meaning of it, and probably 
chrow it into the fire: whatever you de- 
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termine of it, you may aſſure yourſe!? 
that it comes from one who is your moſt 
humble ſervant and well-wiſher, 

O | PHILOGAMUs« 


Ne DI, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4. 


PURUM: SED LEVIUS FIT PATIENTIA 


QUICQUID CORRIGERE EST NEF AS, 


Hos, Ov. XX1Vs Le 1. VEX. 19. 


„is uaRD: BUT WHEN WE NEEDS MUST BEAR, 


ENDURING PATIENCE MAKES THE BURDEN LIGHT» 


AB ſome of the fineſt eompoſitions 

among the ancients are in alle- 
gory, 'I have endeavoured, in ſeveral of 
my papers, to revive that way of writ- 
ing, and hope I have not been altogether 
aunlucceſsful in it; for I find there is al- 
ways a great demand for thoſe particu- 


far * and cannot but obſerve that 
ſevera 0 
late to excel in works of this nature. 


authors have endeavoured of 


Among theſe, I do not know any one 
who has ſucceeded better than a very in- 
mm gentleman, to whom I am ob- 


ged for the following piece, and who 


was the author of the viſion in the 460th 
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H OW are we tortured with the ab- 


ſence of what we covet to poſſeſs, 
when it appears to be loſt to us! What 
excurſions does the ſoul make in imagi- 


nation after it! And how does it turn 
into itſelf again, more fooliſhly fond 


and dejected at the diſappointment! Our 
grief, inſtead of having recourſe to rea- 


Jon, which might reſtrain it, ſearches 
to find a further nouriſhment. It calls 
upon memory to relate the ſeveral pal- 


ſages and circumſtances of ſatisfactions 


_ which we formerly enjoyed; the plea- 
ſures we purchaſed by thoſe riches that 
are taken from us; or the power and 
ſplendor of our departed honours; or the 


voice, the words, the looks, the tem- 


per, and affections, of our friends that 


are deceaſed. It needs muſt happen 


from hence that the paſſion ſhould often 


ſwell to ſuch a ſize as to burſt the heart 


which contains it, if time did not make 


heſe circumſtances leis ſtrong and live- 
ly, fo that reaſon ſhould become a more 


equal match for the paſſion, or if au- 


other deſiræ which becomes more preſent 


Cazzen. 


did not overpower them with a livelier 
repreſentation. Theſe are thoughts which 
I had, when I fell into a kind of viſion 


upon this ſubject, and may therefore 


ſtand for a proper introduction to a re- 
lation of it. | | . 
I found myſelf upon a naked ſhore, 
with company whole afflicted counte- 
nances witneſſed their conditions. Be- 
fore us flowed a water deep, ſilent, and 
called the river of Tears, which, iſſuing 


from two fountains of an upper ground, 


encompaſſed an iſland that lay before 
us. The boat which plied in it was old 

and ſhattered, having been ſometimes 
overſet by the impatience and haſte of 
ſingle paſſengers to arrive at the other 


fide. This immediately was brought to 


us by Misfortune who ſteers it, and we 
were all preparing to take our places, 
when there appeared a woman of a mild 
and compoſed behaviour, who began tv 
deter us from it, by repreſenting the 
dangers which would attend our voyage. 


Hereupon ſome who knew her for Pa- 


tience, and ſome of thoſe too who until 
then cried the loudeſt, were perſuaded 
by her, and returned back. The reſt 
of us went in, and ſhe (whoſe good- 
nature would not ſuffer her to forſake 
perſons in trouble) deſired leave to ac- 
company us, that ſhe might at leaſt ad- 


miniſter ſome ſmall comfort or advice 


while we ſailed. We were no {ſooner 
embarked, but the boat was puſhed off, 
the ſheet was ſpread; and being filled 
with fighs, which are the winds of that 
country, we made a paſſage to the far- 
ther bank, through ſeveral difficultics 
of which the moſt of us ſeemed utter!y 


regardlefs. 


When we landed, we perceived the 
illand to be ſtrangely overcaſt with fogs, 


whiic 
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which-no'brightneſs could pierce, ſo that 
a kind of gloomy horror fat always 
brooding over it. This had ſomething 
in it very ſhocking to eaſy tempers, in- 
ſomuch that ſome others, whom Patience 
had by this time gained over, left us 
here, and privily conveyed themſelves 


round the verge of the iſland to find a 


Ford by which ſhe told them they might 
elcape. | 

For my part, 1 ſtill went along with 
thoſe who were for piercing into the cen- 
tre of the place; and joining ourſelves to 
others whom we found upon the ſame 
journey, we marched ſolemnly, as at a fu- 
neral, through bordering hedges of roſe- 
mary, and through a grove of yew- 
trees, which love to overſhadow tombs 
and flouriſh in church- yards. Here we 
heard on every ſide the wailings and 
complaints of ſeveral of the inhabitants, 
who had caſt themſelves diſconſalately at 
the feet of trees; and as we chanced to 
approach any of theſe, we might per- 
ceive them wringing their hands, beat- 
ing their breaſts, tearing their hair, or 


after ſome other manner viſibly agitated 


with vexation. Our ſorrows were height- 
ened by the influence of what we heard 
and ſaw; and one of our number was 
wrought up to ſuch a pitch of wildneſs, 
as to talk of hanging himſelf upon a 
bough which ſhot temptingly acroſs the 
path we travelled in; but he was reſtrain- 

ed from it by the kind endeavours of our 
_ above-mentioned companion. 


We had now gotten into the moſt 


duſky ſilent part of the iſland ; and by 
the redoubled ſounds of fighs, which 
made a doletul whiſtling in the branches, 
the thickneſs ef air, which occaſioned 
#Faintiſh reſpiration, and the violent 
_ throbbings of heart which more and 
more affected us, we found that we ap- 


Proached the © Grotto of Grief.* It 


Was a wide, hollow, and melancholy 

cave, ſunk deep in a dale, and watered 
by rivulets that had a colour between 
red and black. Theſe crept flow and 
Half congealed amongſt it's wind- 
angs, and mixed their heavy murmurs 
with the echo of groans that rolled 
_ through all the paſſages. In the moſt re- 
tired part of it ſat the doleful being her- 
lf; the path to her was ſtrewed with 
goads, ſtings, and thorns; and her 
throne on which ſhe ſat was broken into 
a rock, with ragged pieces pointing up- 
wards for her to lean upon, A heavy 


miſt hung above ber; her head oppreſſed 
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with it reclined upon her arms: thus did 
ſhe reign over her diſconſolate ſubjects, 
full of herſelf to ſtupidity, in eternal 
penſiveneſs, and the profoundeſt ſilence. 
On one ſide of her ſtood Dejection juſt 
dropping into a ſwoon, and Paleneſs 


waſting to a ſkeleton.; on the other ſide 


were Care ĩnwardly tormented with ima- 
ginations, and Anguiſh ſuffering out- 


ward troubles to ſuck the blood from 


her heart in the ſhape of vultures, The 
Whole vault had a genuine diſmalneſs in 
it, which a few ſcattered lamps, whoſe 


blueiſh flames aroſe and ſunk in their 
urns, diſcovered to our eyes with in- 


creaſe, Some of us fell down, over- 
come and ſpent with what they ſuffered 


in the way, and were given over to thoſe 


tormentors that ſtood on either hand of 
the preſ:nce ; others, galled and morti- 
fied with pain, recovered the .entrance, 
where Patience, whom we had left be- 
hind, was ſtill waiting to receive us. 
With her (whoſe company was now 


become more grateful to us by the want 


we had found of her) we winded round 
the grotto, and aſcended at the back of 
it, out of the mournful dale in whoſe 
bottom it lay. On this eminence we 
halted, by her advice, to pant for breath 


and lifting our eyes, which antil then 


were fixed downwards, felt a ſullen fort 
of ſatisfaction, in obſerving through the 


ſhades what numbers had entered the 


iſland. This ſatisfaction, which appears 


to have ill- nature in it, was excuſeable, 


becauſe it happened at a time when we 


were too much taken up with our own 


concern, to have reſpeòt to that of others 
and therefore we did not conſider them 


as ſuffering, but ourſelves as not ſuffer- 


ing in the moſt forlorn eſtate. It had 


alſo the ground mark of humanity and 


compaffion in it, though the mind was 
then too dark and too deeply engaged 
to perceive it; but as we proceeded on- 


wards, it began to diſcover itſelt, and 


from obſerving that others were unhap- 
Py, we came to queftion one another, 
when it was that we met, and what were 


the ſad occaſions that brought us toge- 


ther. Then we heard our ſtories, we 
compared them, we mutually gave and 
received pity, and fo by degrees became 
tolerable company. N 
A conſiderable part of the troubles. 


ſome road was thus deceived ; at length 


the openings among the trees grew 

larger, the air ſeemed thinner, it lay 

with leſs oppreſſion Pon us, and we 
8 6 K | 
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litics. 
Spectator, I drew this morning conclu- 


could now and then diſcern traQts in it 
of a lighter greyne!s, like the breakings 


of day, ſhort in duration, much enliven- 


ing, and called in that country © Gleams 
6 of Amuſement.“ Within a ſhort while 
theſe gleams began to appear more fre- 
quent, and then brighter and of a longer 
continuance ; the ſighs that hitherto fill- 
ed the air with ſo much dolefulneſs, al- 
tered to the ſound of the common 
breezes, and in general the horrors oi the 
iſland were abated. | 

When we had arrived at laſt at the 
ford by which we were to paſs out, we 
met with thoſe faſhionable mourners, 
who had been ferried over along with 
us, and who being unwuling to go as 
far as we, had coaſted by the ſhore to 
find the place, where they waited our 


coming; that by ſhewing themſelves to 


the world only at the time when we did, 
they might ſeem alſo to have been among 
the troubles of the grotto. 
waters that. rolled on the other fide fo 


Here the 
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deep and filent, were muck dried up, 
and it was an eaſier matter for us to 
wade over. | 

The river being croſſed, we were re- 
ceived upon the further bank. by our 
friends and acquaintance, whom Com- 
fort had brought over to congratulate 
our appearance in the warld again. 
Some of theſe blamed us for ſtaying ſa 
long away from them; others adviſed 
us againſt all temptations of going back 
again; every one was cautious not to 
renew our trouble, by aſking any par- 
ticulars of the journey; and all con- 
cluded, that in a caſe of ſo much melan- 
choly and affliction, we could not have 


made choice of a fitter companion than 


Patience. Here Patience, appearing ſe- 
rene at her praiſes, delivered us over to 
Comfort. Comfort ſmiled at his re- 
ceiving the charge; immediately the ſky 
purpled on that fide to which he turned, 
and double day at once broke in upon 
me. 


No Dll. MONDAY, OCTOBER 6. 
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ME LIVs, PEJUS, PROSIT, OBSIT, NIL VIDENT NISI QUOD LUBENT. 


Tyr, HEAUT. ACT. IV. sc. 1. 


RET TER OR WORSE, PROFITABLE OR DISADVANTAGEOUS, THEY SEE NOTHING 


PCT WHAT THEY LIST. 


= "HEN men read, they taſte the 


matter with which they are en- 
tertained, according as their own re- 


1peQive ſtudies and inclinations have 


prepared them, and make their reflec- 
tions accordingly. Some peruſing Ro- 
man writers, would find in them, what- 
ever the ſubject of the diſcourſes were, 


parts which implied the grandeur of 


that people in their warfare or their po- 
As for my part, who am a mere 


nions of their eminence in what I think 


great, to wit, in having worthy ſenti- 


ments, from the reading a comedy of 


Terence, The play was the Self-Tor- 


mentor. It is from the beginning to 


the end a perfect picture of human life, 


Fut I did not obſerve in the whole one 


aſſage that could raiſe a laugh. How 
Ath diſpoſed muſt that people be, who 
det uld be entertained with ſatisfaction by 
fe ſober and polite mirth ? In the firſt 
ſcene of the comedy, when one of the 
ol} men accuſes the other of imperti- 


vence ſor interpoling in his affairs, he 


anſwers— I am a man, and cannot 
© help feeling any ſorrow that can ar- 
© xive at man.“ It is ſaid, this ſentence 
was received with an univerſal applauſe. 
There cannot be a greater argument of 


the L good underſtanding of a 


people, than a ſudden conſent to give 
their approbation of a ſentiment which 
has no emotion in it. If it were ſpoken 
with ever ſo great {kill in the actor, the 
manner of uttering that ſentence could 
have nothing in it which could ſtrike 
any but people of the greateſt humani- 
ty, nay people elegant and ſkilful in 
obſervations upon it. It is poſſible he 
might have laid his hand on his breaſt, 
and with a winning infinuation in his 
countenance, expreſſed to his neighbour 
that he was a man who made his caſe his 
own; yet I will engage a player in Co- 
vent Garden might hit ſuch an attitude 
a thouſand times before he would have 
been regarded. I have heard that a mi- 
niſter of ſtate in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth had all manner of books and bal- 
lags brought to him, of what kind ſo- 

| ever, 
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ever, and took great notice how much 
they took with the people; upon which 
ke would, and certainly might, very well 
judge of their preſent diſpoſitions, and 
the molt proper way ot applying them 
according to his own purpoſes. What 
paſſes on the ſtage, and the reception it 
mezts with from the audience, is a very 
uſcful inſtruction of this kid. Accord- 
ing to what you may obſerve there on 
our ſtage, you ſee them often moved io 
directly againſt all common ſenſe and 
humanity, that you would be apt to,pro- 
nounce us a nation of ſavages. It can- 
not be called a miſtake of what is plea. 
ſant, but the very contrary to it is what 
moſt aſſuredly takes with them. The 
other night an old woman carried off 
with a pain in her fide, with all the diſ- 
tortions and anguiſh of ' countenance 
which is natural to one in that condition, 
was laughed and clapped off the ſtage. 
Terence's comedy, which Iam ſpeaking 
of, is indeed written as if he hoped to 
pleaſe none but ſuch as had as good a 
taſte as himſef. I could net but re- 
flect upon the natural deſcription of the 


iinocehnt young woman made by fc ſer- 
When I came to 


vant to his maſter. 
© the houle,” ſaid he, an old woman 
c opened the door, and I followed her 
© in, becauſe I could by entering upon 
© them unawares better obſerve what 
© was your miſtreſs's ordinary manner 
of ſpending her time, the only way of 
© judging any one's inclinations and ge- 
© nius. I found her at her needie in a 
© ſort of ſecond mournins, which ſhe 
© wore for an aunt ſhe had lately loſt, 
She had nothing on but what ſhewed 
© ſhe dreſſed only for herſelf. Her hair 
© hung negligently about her ſhoulders. 
© She had none of the arts with which 
© others uſe to ſet themſelves off, but 
© had that negligence of perion which 
© is remarkable in thoſe who are careful 
8 
6 
4 
x 
C 
0 
6 
t 
c 
po 
s 


of their minds Then ſhe bad a maid 


who was at work near her that was a 


{lattern, becauſe her miſtreſs was care 


leſs; which I take to be another ar- 
gument of your ſecurity in her; for 
© the go-betweens of women of intrigue 
are rewarded too well to be dirty. 
When you were named, and I told her 


you deſired to ſee her, ſhe threw down 


her work for joy, covered her face, 
and decently hid her tears. — Ife muſt 
be a very good actor, and draw atten- 
tion rather from his own character than 
the words of the author, that could gain 


\ 


- 


it among us for this ſpeech, though ſo 
full of nature and good ſenſe. 

The intolerable folly and confidence 
of players putting in words of their own, 
does in a great meaſure feed the abſuru 
taſte of the audience. But however that 
13, it is ordinary for a eluſter of coxcombs 
to take up the houſe to themſelves, and 
equally inſult both the actors and the 


company. Theſe ſavages, who want 


all manner of regard and deference to 
the reſt of mankind, come only to ſhew 
themſelves to us, without any other 
purpoſe than to let us know they de- 
ſpiſe us. 


The groſs of an audience is compoſed 


of two ſorts of people, thoſe who know no 
pleaſute but of the body, and thoſe who 
improve or command corporeal., plea- 
ſures, by the addition of fine ſentiments 
of the mind. At preſent the intelligent 


part of the company are wholly ſubdued, 
by the inſurrections of thoſe who know 


no ſatisfactions but what they have in 
common with all other animals. 
Tais is the reaſon that when a ſcene 
tending to procreation is ated, you ſe 
»> 2 . . 7 . | 
the whole pit in ſtich a chatkle, and old 
letchers, with mouths open, ſtare at 


thoſe looſe geſticulations on the tage _ 
with ſhameful earneſtneſs; when the jaſt- 


eſt pictures of kuman lite in it's calm 


dignity, and the ꝓropereſt ſentiments for 


the conduct of it, pals by lixe mere nar- 


ration, as conducing only to ſomewhat 


much better which is to :ome after. I 
have ſeen the whole hcul: at ſome times 
in ſo proper a diſpoſition, that indeed J 
have trembled for the boxes, and feared 


the entertainment would end in the re- 
preſentation of the rape of the Sabines. 


I would not be underſtood in this talk 


to argue that nothing is tolerable on tlie | 


{tage but what has an immzdiate ten- 
dency to the promotion of virtue. On 
the contrary, 1 can allow, provided 
there is nothing againk the intereſts of 


virtue, and is not offenſive to good- 


manners, that titings of an indifferent 


nature my be reprefented. For this 


reaſon I have no exception to the Wall 


drawn ruſtieities in the Country Wake; 
and there is ſomething to miracuſoully 


pleaſaat in Dgger's acting the auk wald 
t. jumph an comic ſorrow of Ho mm 
different circumſtances, that I ſhall not 
be able to ſtay away whenever it is l- 
ed. All that vexes me is, that the gel- 


lantry of taking the cudgels tor Gl... 


ceſterſhire, with he pride of hear 1. 
RED 2 2 
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_ tucking himſelf up, and taking aim at 
his adverſary, as well as the other's pro- 
teſtation in the humanity of low ro- 


mance, that he could not promiſe the 
?{quire to break Hob's' head, but he 
would, if he could, do it in love; then 


flouriſn and begin: F fay, what vexes. 


me is, that ſuch excellent touches as 
theſe, as well as the ſquire's being out 
of all patience at Hob's ſucceſs, and 
venturing himſelf into the erowd, are 
_ circumſtances hardly taken notice of, 
and the height of the jeſt is only in the 
very point that heads are broken. I am 
confident, were there a ſcene written, 
wherein Pinkethman ſhould break his 
leg by wreſtling with Bullock, and 
Dicky came in to ſet it, without one 
word ſaid but what ſhould be according 
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to the exact rules of ſurgery in making 
this extenſion, and binding up his leg, 
the whole houſe would be in a roar of 
applauſe at the diſſembled anguiſh of 
the patient, the help given by him who 
threw him down, and the handy addreſs 
and arch looks of the ſurgeon. To 
enumerate the entrance of ghoſts, the 
embattling of armies, the noiſe of he- 
roes in love, with a thouſand other enor- 
mities, would be to trangreſs the bounds 
of this paper, for which reaſon it is poſ- 
{ible they may have hereafter diſtin& 
diſcourſes ; not forgetting any of the 
audience who ſhall ſet up for actors, and 
interrupt the play on the ſtage: and 
players who ſhall prefer the applauſe of 
fools to that of the reaſonable part of 
the company. 1 N 


Ne DI. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 


DILEO OMNES DEHINC EX ANINO 


MULIZRES. | 
TX. EUN. Acr. 1. 80: Þ 


| PROM RENCEFORWARD I BLOT OUT OF MY THOUGHTS ALL MIMORY OF wo- 
Re noe oo dT Were - MAN KIND. 8 | 


MI. SEC TAT. „ | 
OU have often mentioned with great 
vehemence and indignation the 


miſbehaviour of people at church; but 1 
am at preſent to talk to you on that ſub- 
ject, and complain to you of one, whom 


at the ſame time I know not what to ac- 
cuſe of, except it be looking too well 
there, and diverting the eyes of the con- 
gregation to that one object. However, 
T have this to ſay, that ſhe might have 
Raid at her own patiſh, and not come to 
perplex thoſe who are otherwiſe intent 
upon their duty. CT gh 
Laſt Sunday was ſeven- night I went 
Into a church not far from London 
Bridge; but I wiſh I had been contented 
to go to my own pariſh, I am ſure it had 


deen better for me; I ſay, F went to 
Church thither, and got into a pew very 


near the pulpit. I had hardly been ac- 
commodated with a ſeat, before there en- 
_ tered into the aiſle a young lady in the 
very bloom of youth and beauty, and 
dreſſed in the muſt elegant manner ima- 
ginable. Her form was ſuch, that it 
engaged the ey es of the whole congrega- 
tion in an inſtant, and mine among the 
reſt. Though we were all thus fixed 
upon her, ſhe was not in the leaſt out of 


wwntenance, or under the leaſt diſorder, 


though unattended by any one, and not 
ſeeming to know particularly where to 
place herſelf. However, the had not in 
the leaſt a confident aſpect, but moved 
on with the moſt graceful modeſty, every 
one miaking way until ſhe came to a ſeat 
juſt over-againſt that in which I was 


placed. The deputy of the ward fat in 


that pew, and ſhe ſtood oppolite to him, 
and at a glance into the feat, though the 
did not appear the leaſt acquainted with 
the gentleman, was let in, with a con- 
fuſiom that ſpoke much admiration at the 
novelty of the thing. The ſervice im- 
mediately began, and ſhe compoſed her- 
lelf for it withian air of ſo much good- 
neſs and ſweetneſs, that the confeſſion 
which ſhe uttered ſo as to be heard where 


IT fat, appeared an act of humiliation 


more than ſhe had occaſion for-. The 
truth is, her beauty had ſomething ſo 
innocent, and yet ſo ſublime, that we 


all gazed upon her like a phantom. 


None of the pictures which we behold 
of the beſt Ttalian painters have any 


thing like the ſpwit which appeared in 


her countenance, at the different ſenti- 


ments expreſſed in the ſeveral parts of 


divine ſervice. That gratitude and joy 
at a thankſgiving, that lowlineſs and 
ſorrow at the prayers for the ſick and 
Auittreſſcd, 
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Streſſed, that triumph at the paſſages 
which gave inſtances of the Divine mer- 
cy, which appeared reſpectively in her 
alpect, will be in my memory to my 
laſt hour. I proteſt to you, Sir, ſhe 
ſuſpended the devotion of every one 
around her; and the eaſe ſhe did _ 
thing with, ſoon diſperſed the churliſh 
diſlike and heſitation in approving what 
7s excellent, too frequent among us, to 
2 general attention and entertainment in 


obſerving her behaviour. All the while 


that we were gazing at her, ſhe took 
notice of no object about her, but had 
an art of ſeeming aukwardly attentive, 
whatever elſe her eyes were accidentally 
thrown upon. One thing, indeed, was 
particular, ſhe ſtood the whole ſervice, 
and never kneeled or fat : I do not queſ- 
tion but that was to ſhew herſelf with 
the greater advantage, and {et forth to 
better 7 her hands and arms, lifted 
up with the moſt ardent devotion; and 
her boſom, the faireſt that ever was 
ſeen, bare to obſervation z while ſhe, 
you mult think, knew nothing of the 
concern ſhe gave others, any other than 
as an example of devotion, that threw 
herſelf out, without regard to dreſs or 
garment, all contrition, and boſe of all 


worldly regards, in extaſy of devotion. 


Well, now the organ was to play a vo- 
luntary, and ſhe was ſo ſkilful in muſic, 
and fo touched with it, that ſhe kept 
time not only with ſome motion of her 


head, but allo with a different air in her 


sountenance. When the muſic was 
krong and bold, ſhe looked exalted, but 
ferious 3 when lively and airy, ſhe was 
imiling and gracious ;- when the notes 
were more ſoft and languiſhing, the was 
kind and fitll of pity. When ſhe had now 
made it viſible to the whole congregation, 
by her motion and ear, that ſhe could 
dance, and ſhe wanted now only to inform 


| us that ſhe could ſing too, when the 


palm was given out, her voice was diſ- 
tnguiſhed above all the reſt, or rather 


people did not exert their own in order 


to hear her. Never was any heard fo 
ſweet and ſo ſtrong. The organiſt ob- 
ferved it, and thought fit to play to 


her only, and ſhe ſwelled every note, 


when ſhe found ſhe had thrown us all 
out, and had the laſt yerſe to herſelf in 
fuch a manner as the whole congrega- 
tion was intent upon her, in the fame 
manner as we ſee in the cathedrals they 


are on the perſon who ſings alone the 


anthem. Well, it came at laſt to the 
ſermon, and our young lady would not 
loſe her part in that neither: for ſhe fix- 
ed her eye upon the preacher, and as he 
faid any thing ſhe approved, with one 
of Charles Mather's fine tables, ſhe ſet 
down the ſentence, at once ſhewing her 
fine hand, the gold pen, her readineſs 
in writing, and her judgment in chuſ- 


ing what to write. To ſum up what L 


intend by this long and particular ac- 
count, F mean to appeal to you, whe- 
ther it is reaſonable that ſuch a crea- 
ture as this ſhall come from a janty part 


of the town and give herſelf ſuch violent 


airs, to the diſturbance of an innocent 


and inoffenfive congregation, with her 


ſublimities. The fact, I aſſure youg 
was as I have related. But I had like 
to have forgot another very conſiderable 
particular, As ſoon as church was 


done, ſhe immediately ſtepped out of her 


pew, and fell into the fineſt pitty-pat 
air, forſooth, wonderfully out of coun- 
tenance, toſſing her head up and down, 
as ſhe ſwam along. the body of the 
church. I, with ſeveral others of the 
inhabitants, followed her out, and ſaw 


her hold up her fan to an hackney-coack | 
at a diſtance, who immediately came up 


to her, and ſhe whipped into it with 


great nimbleneſs, pulled the door with: 
a bowing mien, as if ſhe had been uſed 
to a better glaſs. She ſaid aloud - 


© You know where to go,” and drove 
off. By this time the belt of the con- 
gregation was at the church- door, and 


T could hear ſome ſay . A very fine 


* Iady 3* others I'll warrant youg 
c ſhe is no better than ſhe ſhould be:“ 
and one very wiſe old lady ſaid . She 
© ought to have been taken up.“ Mr. 


Spectator, T think the matter hes wholly 


before you: for the offence does not 


come under any law, though it is ap- 


parent this creature came among us only 
to give herlelf airs, and enjoy her full 


. ſwing in being admired. . I defire you 


will print this, that ſhe may be confined 


to her own pariſtt ; for I can aſſure you 
there is no attending any thing elſe in 


a place where ſhe is a novelty. She has 


been talked of among us ever ſince un- 


der the name of Phantom ; but I would 
zdviſe her to come no more; for there 
is ſo rong a party made by the women 
againſt her, that ſhe muſt expect they 
will not be excelled a ſecond time in fo 


outrageens a manner, without doing 


her 
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her ſome inſult. Young women, who 
aſſume after this rate, and affect expoſ- 
ing themſelves to view in congregations 
at the other end of the town, are not ſo 
miſchievous, becauſe they are rivalled 
by more of the ſame ambition, who will 
not let the reſt of the company be par- 
ticular : but in the name of the whole 


Kongregation where I was, I deſire you 


to keep theſe agreeable diſturbances owt 
of the city, where fobriety of minners 
is ſtill preſerved, and all glaring and 
oſtentatious behaviour, even in things 
laudable, diſcountenanced. I wiſh you 
may never ſee the Phantom, and am, 
Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 

1 RALPH Wonpkg. 


No DIV. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 


LEPUS TUTE Es, ET PULPAMENTUM QU/ERISs 


TER. EUN, Ac r. 3. SCe 1. 


YOU ARE A HARE YOURSELF, AND WANT DAINTIES, FORSOOTHe« 


T is a great convenience to thoſe who 
want wit to furniſh out a converſa- 
tion, that there is ſomething or other in 
all companies where it is wanted, ſub- 
ſtituted in it's ſtead, which, according 


to their taſte, does the buſineſs as well. 


Of this nature is the agreeable paſtime 
in country-halls of croſs-purpoſes, queſ- 
tions and commands, and the like. A 
little ſuperior to theſe are thoſe who can 


play at crambo, or cap verſes. Then 


above them are ſuch as can make verſes, 


that is, rhyme; and among thoſe who 
have the Latin tongue, ſuch as uſe to 
make what they call Golden Verſes. 
CTommend me alto to thoſe who have not 


brains enough for any of theſe exerciſes, 


and yet do not give up their pretenſions 


to mirth. Theſe can flap you on the 


back unawares, laugh loud, aſk you 


how you do with a twang on your ſhoul- 
ders, ſay you are dull to day, and laugh 


| voluntary to put you in humour; not 


to mention the laborious way among 
the minor poets, of making things come 
into ſuch and ſuch a ſhape, as that of 
an egg, an hand, an ax, or any thing 


that nobody had ever thought on before 
for that purpole, or which would have 
coſt a great deal of pains to accompliſh 
it if they did. But all theſe methods, 


though they are mechanical, and may 


be arrived at with the ſmalleſt capacity, 
do not ſerve an honeſt gentleman who 


wants wit for his ordinary occaſions ; 
therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
the poor in imagination ſhould have 
ſomething which may be ſerviceable to 
them at all hours upon all common oc- 
currences. That which we call punning 


3 therefore greatly affected by men of 


ſmall intellects. Theſe men need Rot 


be concerned with you for the whole 
ſentence ; but if they can ſay a quaint 
thing, or bring in a word which ſounds 
like any one word you have ſpoken to 
them, they can turn the diſcourſe, or 
diſtract you ſo that you cannot go on, 


and by conſequence if they cannot be 


as witty as you are, they can hinder 
your being any wittier than they are. 
Thus if you talk of a candle, he can 
deal with you; and if you aſk him to 


help you to ſome bread, a punſter ſhould 
think himſelf very ill-bred if he did not; 
and if he is not as well-bred as your- 
ſelf, he hopes for grains of allowance, 
If you do not underſtand that laſt fancy, 
you muſt recolle& that bread is made of 


grain; and fo they go on for ever, with- 
out poſſibility of being exhauſted. | 

There are another kind of people of 
ſmall faculties, who ſupply want of wit 
with want of breeding; and becauſe 
women are both by nature and educa- 
tion more offended at any thing which is 
immodeſt, than we men are, theſe are 
ever harping upon things they ought 
not to allude to, and deal mightily in 
double meanings. Every one's own 


obſervation will ſuggeſt inſtances enough 


of this kind, without my mentioning 
any; for your double meaners are dil- 
perſed up and down through all parts 
of towii or city where there are any to 
offend, in order to ſet off themſelves. 
Theſe men are mighty loud laughers, 
and held very pretty gentlemen with the 
ſillier and unbred part of womankind. 
But above all already mentioned, or 
any who ever were, or ever can be in 
the world, the happieſt and ſureſt to be 
| | | plealant, 
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leaſant, are a fort of people whom we 
Go not indeed lately heard much of, 
and thoſe are your Biters. 

A Biter is one who tells you a thing 
you have no reaſon to diſbelieve in itſelt, 
and perhaps has given you, before he 
bit you, no reaſon to diſbelieve it for 
his ſaying it; and if you give him credit, 
laughs in your face, and triumphs that 
he has deceived you. In a word, a 
Biter is one who thinks you a fool, be- 
cauſe you do not think him a knave. 
This deſcription of him one may inſiſt 


upon. to be a juſt one; for what elſe but 


a degree of knavery is it, to depend 


upon deceit for what you gain of an- 


other, be it in point of wit, or intereſt, 
or any thing elle ? | 


Tnis way of wit is called Biting, by 


a metaphor taken from beaſts of prey, 
which devour harmleſs and unarmed 


animals, and look upon them as their 


food wherever they meet them. The 


ſiarpers about town very ingentouſly 
underſtood themſelves to be to the un- 
deſigning part of mankind what toxes 
are to lambs, and therefore uled the 


word Biting, to expreſs any exploit 


wherein they have over-reached any in- 
nocent and inadvertent man of his purſe. 
Theſe raſcals of late years have been 


the gallants of the town, and carried it 


with a faſhionable haughty air, to the 
diſcouragement of modeſty, and all ho- 
neſt arts. Shallow fops, who are go- 
verned by the eye, and admire every 
thing that ſtruts in vogue, took up from 
the ſharpers the phraſe of Biting, and 


uſed it upon all occaſions, either to diſ- 


on any nonſenſical tuff they ſhould 
talk themſelves, or evade the force of 
what was reaſonably ſaid by others. 


Thus, when one of theſe cunning crea- 


tures was entered into a debate with 
you, whether it was practicable in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs to accompliſh ſuch 
a propoſition, and you thought he had 
let fall what deſtroyed his fide of the 


queſtion, as ſoon as you looked with an 
carneſtneſs ready to Jay hold of it, he 


kamediately cried-— Bite, and you 
were unmediately to acknowledge all 


that part was in jeſt. They earry this 


to all the extravagance imaginable, and 
if one of theſe witlings knows any par- 
ticulars which may give authority to 
what be ſays, he is ſtill the more inge - 
010vs if he impoſes upon your credulity, 
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I remember a remarkable inſtance of this 
kind. There came up a ſhrewd young 


fellow to a l gar young man, his voun- 


tryman, and taking him aſide with a 
grave concerned countenance, goes on 
at this rate I ſee you here, and have 
vou heard nothing out of Yorkſhire! 
© —You look ſo ſurpriſed you could not 
have heard of it—and yet the particu- 
lars are ſuch, that it cannot be falſe : 
I am ſorry I am got into it fo far that 
I now mult tell you; but I know not 
but it may be for your ſervice to 


A «a aA 2A 


* know—On Tueſday laſt, juſt after 
© dinner—you know his manner is to 
© {moke, opening his box, your father 


© fell down dead of an apoplexy. The 
we ſhewed the filial ſorrow which 
e ought - Upon which the witty man 
cried—* Bite, there is nothing in all 
this. | 
To put an end to this filly, perni- 
cious, frivolous way at once, I will 
give the reader one late inſtance of a 


Bite, which no Biter for the future will 


ever be able to equal, though J heartily 
wiſh him the ſame occaſion. It is a ſu- 
perſtition with ſome ſurgeons who beg 


the bodies of condemned malefactors, to | 
go to the gaol, and bargain for the car- 


caſe with the criminal himſelf. A good 
honeſt fellow did ſo laſt ſeſſions, and 


was admitted to the condemned men on 


the morning wherein they died. The 
ſurgeon comr--1nicated his buſineſs, and 
fell into diſcourſe with a little fellow, 


who refuſed twelve ſhillings, and in- 
ſiſted upon fifteen for his body. The 
fellow, who killed the officer of New- 


gate, very forwardly, and like a man 
who was willing to deal, told him— 


Look you, Mr. Surgeon, that little 
dry fellow, who has been half-ſtarved 
all his lite, and is now half dead with 
fear, cannot anſwer your purpoſe, I 


priſonment ; you ſee my creſt {wells 
to your knife, and after Jack Catch 


find me as ſound as ever a bullock in 
any of the markets. Come, for twen- 


as ſoon as he had it in his fiſt, cries=s 


Bite, I am to be hangedin — 


have ever lived high and freely, my 
veins are full, I have not pined in im- 


has done, upon my honour you will 


ty ſhillings I am your man.* Says 
the ſurgeon—* Done, there is a guinea.” 
This witty rogue took the money, and 
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Ne DV. THURSDAY, OCTOBER q; 


NON HABEO DENIQUE NAUCI MARSUM AUGUREM, 

NON VICANOS ARUSPICES, NON DE CIRCO ASTROLOGOS, | 
NON ISIACOS CONJECTORES, NON INTERPRETES SOMNIUM£ 
NON ENIM SUNT II, AUT SCIENTIA, AUT: ARTE DIVINAz 

SED SUPERSTITIOSI VATES, IMPUDENTESQUE HARIOLI. 

AUT INERTES, AUT INSANI, AUT QUIBUS EGESTAS IMPERAT? 
QUI SUI QUESTUS CAUSA FICTAS SUSCITANT SENTENTIAS, 
QUI SIBI SEMITAM NON SAPIUNT, ALTERI MONSTRANT VIAMy 
QUIBUS DIVITIAS POLLICENTUR, AB 11S DRACHMAM PETUNT: 


DE DIVITIIS DEDUCANT DRACHMAM, REDDANT CATERA» 


EN NIV S2 


Avcuvns AND SOOTHEAYERS, A8 TROLOGERS, 
DIVINERS, AND INTERPRETERS OF DREAMS, 
T NE'ER CONSULT, AND HEARTILY DESPISE: . 
VAIN THEIR PRETENCE TO MORE THAN HUMAN SKILL * 
FOR GAIN IMAGINARY SCHEMES THEY DRAW; | 
| WAND'RERS THEMSELVES, THEY GUIDE ANOTHER'S STEPS, 
AND FOR POOR SIXPENCE PROMISE COUNTLESS WEALTH; 
LET THEM, IF THEY EXPECT TO BE BELIEVED, 
DEDUCT THE SIXPENCE, AND BESTOW THE REST. 


ros E who have maintained that 
I men would be more miſerable than 
beaſts, were their hopes confined to this 


life only, among other conſiderations 
take notice that the latter are only af- 


flicted with the anguiſh of the preſent 


evil, whereas the former are very often 
pained by the reflection on what is paſſ- 


_ ed, and the fear of what is to come. 
This fear of any future difficulties or 
misfortunes is ſo natural to the mind, 


that were a man's ſorrows and diſquie- 


tudes ſummed up at the end of his life, 
it would generally be found that he had 


ſuffered more from the apprehenſion of 
ſuch evils as never happened to him, 


than from thoſe evils which had really 
befallen him. 


To this we may add, 
that among thoſe evils which befal us, 


there are many that have been more 


painful to us in the proſpect, than by 


their actual preſſure. On 
Tuhis natural impatience to look into 
futurity, and to know what accidents 
may happen to us hereafter, has given 
birth to many ridiculous arts and in- 


ventions. Some found the preſcience 


on the lines of a man's hand, others on 


the features of his face; ſome on the 


ſignatures which nature has impreſſed 
on his body, and others on his own 


hand-writing: ſome read men's fortunes 
in the ſtars, as others have ſearched after 
them in the entrails of beafts, or the 


fights of birds. Men of the beſt fenſe 


have been touched more or leſs with thefe 
groundleſs horrors and preſages of futu- 
rity, upon ſurveying the molt indifferent 
works of nature. Can any thing be more 
ſurpriſing than to conſider Cicero, whe 


made the greateſt figure at the bar, and 


in the ſenate of the Roman common- 
wealth, and, at the ſame time, outſhined 


all the philoſophers of antiquity in his 


library and in his retirements, as buly- 
ing himſelf in the college of augurs, 
and obſerving with a religious attention, 
after what manner the chickens pecked 
the ſeveral grains of corn which were 
thrown to them? | 5 
Notwithſtanding theſe follies are pretty 
well worn out of the minds of the wiſe 
and learned in the preſent age, multi- 
tudes of weak and ignorant perſons arę 
ſtill laves to them. There are num- 
berleſs arts of prediction among the vul- 
gar, which are too trifling to enume- 


rate; and infinite obſervation of days, 


numbers, voices, and figures, which 
are regarded by them as portents and 
prodigics. In ſhort, every thing pro- 

heſies to the ſuperſtitious man; there 
is ſcarce a ſtraw or a ruſty piece of iron 


that lies in his way by accident, 


It is not to be eonceived how many 
wizards, gypſies, and cunning men, are 
diſperſed through all the countries and 
market-towns of Great Britain, not to 
mention the fortune-tellers and aſtrolo- 
gers, who live very comfortably * 
MT 975 | | the 
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me curioſity of ſeveral well-diſpoſed 
perſons in the cities of London and 


Weſtminſter. | 


Among the many pretended arts of 
divination, there 1s none which to uni- 
verlally amules as that by dreams. I 
have indeed obſerved in a late ſpecula- 
tion, that there have been ſometimes, 
upon very extraordinary occaſions, ſu- 


pernatural revelations made to certain 


perſons, by this means; but as it is the 
chief buſineſs of this paper to root out 

opular errors, I muſt endeavour to ex- 
poſe the folly and ſuperſtition of thote 
perſons, who, in the common and ordi- 
nary courſe of life, lay any ſtreſs upon 
things of ſo uncertain, ſhadowy, and 
chimerical a nature. This I cannot do 
more effectually than by the following 
letter, which is dated from a quarter of 


the town that has always been the habi- 


tation of ſome prophetic Philomath; it 
having been uſual, time out-of mind, 


for all ſuch people as have loſt their wits, 


to reſort to that place either for their 
cure or for their inſtruction. 


MOORFIEL DSy OCTOBER 4, 1712. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | 
HAV ING long conſidered whether 


there be any trade wanting in this 


great city, after having ſurveyed very 
_ attentively all kinds of ranks and pro- 
teſſions, I do not find in any quarter of 
the town an Oneiro-critic, or, in plain 


Engliſh, an interpreter of dreams. For 
want of fo uſeful a perſon, there are ſe- 
veral good people who are very much 
pazzied in this particular, and dream a 
whole year together without being ever 
the wiſer for it. I hope I am pretty well 
qualified for this office, having ſtudied 
by candle. light all the rules of art which 
have been laid down upon this ſubject. 
My great uncle by my wife's ſide was a 
Scotch Highlander, and ſecond- ſighted. 


I have four fingers and two thumbs 


upon one hand, and was born on the 
longeſt night of the year. My chriſtian 
and ſir-name begin and end with the 
lame letters. I am lodged in Moor- 
fields, in a houſe that tor theſe fifty 
years has been always tenanted by a 
comjurer. | 


If you had been in company, ſo much 
as myſelf, with ordinary wo:nen of tlie 
town, you mult know that there are 
many of them who every day in their 
lives, upon ſeeing or hearing of an 
thing that is unexpected, cry— My 
dream 1s out;' and cannot go to ſleep 
in quiet the next night, until ſomething 
or other has happened which has ex- 
pounded the viſions of the preceding 
one. There are others who are in very 
great pain for not being able to recover 
the circumſtances of a dream, that made 
ſtrong impreſſions upon them while it 
laſted. In ſhort, Sir, there are many 
whoſe waking thoughts are wholly em- 


ployed on their ſleeping ones. For the 
benefit, therefore, of this curious and 


inquiſitive part of my fellow - ſubjects, I 
ſhall in the firſt place tell thoſe perſons 
what they dreamt of, who fancy they 


never dream at all. In the next place, 


I ſhall make out any dream, upon hear- 
ing a ſingle circumſtance of it; and in 
the laſt place, ſhall expound to them the 
good or bad fortune which ſuch dreams 


portend. If they do not preſage good 


lack, I fhall deſire nothing for my 
pains ; not queſtioning at the ſame time 


that thoſe who conſult me will be ſo 


reaſonable as to afford me a moderate 


ſhare out of any conſiderable eſtate, pro- 
fit or emolument, which I ſhall diſcover 


to them. I interpret to the poor for 


nothing, on condition that their names 


may be inſerted in public advertiſe- 
ments, to atteſt the truth of ſuch my 


interpretations. As for people ot qua- 
lity, or others who are indilpoſed, and 


do not care to come in perſon, I can in- 
terpret their dreams by lecing their was, 
ter. I ſet aſide one day in the week for 
lovers; and interpret by the great for 


any gentlewoman that is turned of fixty, 


_ after the rate of halt a crown per week, 


with the uſual allowances for good luck. 
I have ſeveral rooms and apartments fit- 
tel up, at reaſonable rates, for ſuch as 


have not conveniencies for dreaming at 


their own houſes. | 
Tirus TROPHONIOS, 


N. B. I am not dumb. 
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'T IHE following eſſay is written by 
the gentleman to whom the world 
is obliged for thoſe ſeveral excellent diſ- 
courſes which have been marked with 
the letter X. Wy 1 


— — — — 
— — — j — aypnmaooy—e 


[ij 1 Have ſomewhere met with a fable 
| | that made Wealth the father of Love. 
| It is certain that a mind ought, at leaſt, 
vw to be free from the apprchenſions of 
' want and poverty, before it can fully 
attend to all the foftneſſes and endear- 


who are utter ſtrangers to this delightful 
paſſion amidſt all the affluence of the 
moſt plentiful fortunes. Ee. 
It is not ſufficient to make a marriage 
happy, that the humours of two people 
Mould be alike; I could inſtance an 
i Hundred pair, who have not the leaſt 
ilt . fentiment of love remaining for one an- 
Other, yet are fo like in their humours, 


„ the whole world would deſign them for 
. man and wife. e . 


| Phe fpirit of love has ſomething fo 


diſturbed and loft, by ſome little acei- 
dents, which the careleſs and unpolite 
TN never attend to until it is gone paſt re- 
1 | £0very. | 


baniſh it from a married ſtate, than too 


common rules of decency; Though I 
could give inſtances of this in ſeveral 
| | particulars, I thall only mention that of 


| | town, who dreſs purely to catch one 
| another, think there is no farther occa- 
| Gon for the bait, when their firſt deſign 

| | | has ſucceeded, But beſides the too 

| | | | 
| 


THE SPECTATOR, 


Ne DVI, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10. 


CANDIDA PERPETUO RESIDF, CONCORDIA, LECTO, 
TAMQUE PARI SEMPER SIT VENUS EGA. 
| DILIGAT IT.LA SENEM QUONDAM; SED ET ISA MARITOy 

[i PUNC QUOQUE CUM FUERIT, NON VIDEATUR ANUS» 


PERPETUAL HARMONY THEIR BED ATTENDg 

AND VENUS STILL THE WELL-MATCH'D-PAIR BEFRIENDY 
MAY SHE, WHEN TIME HAS SUNK HIM INTO YEARS, 
'L'OVE HER OED MAN, AND CHERISH HIS WHITE HAIRS; 
NOR HE PERCEIVE HER CHARMS THRO' AGE DECAYy | 
BUT THINK EACH HAPPY SUN HIS BRIDAL DAYs 


1 mae—ents of this paiſion. Notwithſtanding 
1 we ſee multitudes of married people, 
| 


that if they were not already married, 


extremely fine in it, that it is very often 


ll Nothing has more contributed to 


of great a familiarity, and laying aſide the 


dreſs, The beaux and belles about 


MAR r. ErIG- xrII. Le 4. YER, N | 
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common fault in point of neatneſs, there 
are ſeveral others which I do not re- 
member to have ſeen touched upon, but 
m one of our modern comedies, where 
a French woman offering to undreſs and 
dreſs herfelt before the lover of the play, 
and aſſuring her miſtreſs that it was very 
uſnal in France, the lady tells her that 


It is a ſecret in dreſs ſhe never knew be- 


fore, and that the was ſo anpoliſhed an 
Engliſh woman, as to reſolve never to 
learn to dreſs even before her huſband. 
There is ſomething ſo groſs in the 
carriage of ſome wives, that they lotg 
their huſbands hearts for faults, which, 
it a man has either good-nature or good 


breeding, he knows not how to tell them 
of. I am afraid, indeed, the ladies are 


generally moſt faulty in this particular; 
who at their firſt giving into love, find 


the way ſo ſmooth and pleaſant, that 


they fancy it 1s ſcarce poſſible to be tired 
in it. | | 


There is ſo much nicety and diſere- 


tion required to k&p love alive after 
marriage, and make converſation ſtill 
new and agreeable after twenty or thirty 


years, that I know nothing which ſeems 
readily to promile it, but an earneſt en- 


deavour. to pleaſe on both ſides, and 
ſuperior good ſenſe on the part of the 
man. | | 


quainted with buſineſs and letters. 
A woman very much ſettles her eſteem 


for a man, according to the figure he 


makes in the world, and the character 


he bears among his own ſex. As learn- 


ing is the chict advantage. we have over 
them, it is, methinks, as ſcandalous 
and inexculable for a man of fortune to 
be illiterate, as for a woman not to 


know how to behave herſelf on the molt 


ordinary 


By a man of ſenſe, I mean one ac- 
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erdinary occaſions. Tt is this which 
ſets.the two ſexes at the greateſt diſtance; 
a woman is vexed and ſurpriſed to find 
nothing more in the converſation of a 
man than in the common tattle of her 
own ſex. 

Some ſmall engagement at leaſt in 
buſineſs, not only ſets a man's talents 
in the faireſt light, and allots him a 

art to act, in which a wife cannot well 
kanns le but gives frequent occa- 
ſions for thoſe little abſences which, 
whatever ſeeming uneaſineſs they may 
give, are ſome of the beſt preſervatives 
of love and deſire. | 

The fair ſex are ſo conſcious to them- 
ſelves, that they have nothing in them 
which can deſerve entirely to engroſs the 
whole man, that they heartily deſpiſe 
one, who, to uſe their own expreſſion, 
is always hanging at their apron-ftrings. 

Lztitia is pretty, modeſt, tender, and 
has ſenſe enough; ſhe married Eraſtus, 


who is in a poſt of ſome buſineſs, and 


has a general taſte in moſt parts of po- 
lite learning. Lætitia, wherever ſhe 
viſits, has the pleaſure to hear ef ſome- 
thing which was handſomely ſaid or 


done by Eraftus. Eraſtus, fince his 


marriage, is more gay in his dreſs than 
ever, and in all companies is as com- 
plaiſant to Lætitia as to any other lady. 
I have ſeen him give her her fan when 


it has dropped, with all the gallantry 


of a lover. When they take the air to- 
prthers Eraftus is continually improv - 
ng her thoughts, and, with a turn of 


wit and ſpirit which is peculiar to him, 
giving her an inſight into things ſhe had 


no notions of before. Lætitia is tran(- 
ported at having a new world thus open- 


ed to her, and hangs upon the man that 


gives her ſuch agreeable informations. 
Eraſtus has carried this point ſtill fur- 


ther, as he makes her daily not only 


more fand of him, but infinitely more 
ſatisfied with herſelf. Eraſtus finds a 
juſtneſs or beauty in whatever ſhe ſays 
or obſerves, that Lætitia herſelf was 
not aware of, and by his aſſiſtance, ſhe 


Kaz diſcovered an hundred good quali- 


1001 


ties and accompliſhments in herſelf, 
which ſhe never before once dreamed of. 
Eraſtus, with the moſt artful complai- 
ſance in the world, by ſeveral remote 
hints, finds the means to make her ſay 
or propoſe almoſt whatever he has a 
mind to, which he always receives as 
her own diſcovery, and gives her all the 
reputation of it. 

Eraſtus has a perfect taſte in paint- 
ing, and carried Lætitia with him the 
other day to ſee a collection of pictures. 
I ſometimes vifit this happy couple. As 
we were laſt week walking in the long 
gallery before dinner—* I have lately 
laid out ſome money in paintings,* 


ſays Eraſtus ; * I have bought that Ve- 


nus and Adonis purely upon Lætitia's 
judgment; it colt me three ſcore gui- 
© neas, and I was this morning offered 
© a hundred for it.“ I turned towards 
Lztitia, and ſaw her cheeks glow witl 
pleaſure, while at the ſame time ſhe cait 
a look upon Eraſtus, the moſt tender 


and affectionate I ever beheld. 


Flavilla married Tom Tawdry ; ſhe 
was taken with his laced coat and rich 


ſword-knot; ſhe has the mortification 


to ſee Tom deſpiſed by all the worthy 
part of his own ſex. Tom has nothing 


to do after dinner, but to determine 


whether he will pare his nails at St. 
James's, White's, or his own houſe. 
He bas ſaid nothing to Flavilla ſince 
they were married, which ſhe might not 
have heard as well from her own wo- 
man. He howeyer takes great care to 
keep up the faucy ill-natured authority 


of a huſband. Whatever Flavilla hap- 


pens to aſſert, Tom immediately con- 
tradicts with an oath by way of pre- 


face, and— My dear, I muſt tell you, 


you talk moſt confoundedly filly.* 
Flavilla had a heart naturally as well 
diſpoſed for all the tenderneſs of loye as 
that of Lætitia; but as love ſeldom con- 
tinues long after eſteem, it is difficult 
to determine, at preſent, whether the 
unhappy Flavilla hates or deſpiſes the 
perſon moſt, whom ſhe is obliged to 
lead her whole life with” J 


SLa We 


> 
— „ * - * 
. CORES 


1 
| | 
1 
| 


1002 


THE SPECTATOR. 


No DVI. SATURDAY, OCTOBER tr. 


DEFENDIT NUMERUS, JUNCTAEQUE UMBONE PHALANGES. 


Juv. SATs Ile VER» 46. 


PRESERV'D FROM SHAME BY NUMBERS ON OUR sIDR. 


"THERE is ſomething very ſublime, 
: though very fancitul, in Plato's 
deſcription of the Supreme Being, that 
Truth is his body, and light his ſha- 
© dow.“ According to this definition, 
there is nothing {o contradiftory to his 
nature, as error and falthood. The 
Platoniſts had fo juſt a notion of the 
Almighty's averſion to every thing which 


is falte and erroneous, that they looked 


upon truth as no lets neceſſary than vir- 
tue to qualify a human foul for the 
enjovment of a ſeparate ſtate. For this 
reaſon as they recommended moral duties 


to quality and ſeaſon the will for a fu- 


ture lite, to they preſcribed ſeveral con- 
templations and ſciences to rectify the 
underſtanding. Thus Plato has called 
mathematical demonſrations the cathar- 
tics or purgatives of the ſoul, as being 
the moſt proper means to cleanſe it from 


error, and to give it a reliſh of truth; 


which is the natural food and nouriſh- 
ment of the underſtanding, as virtue is 
the perfection and happineſs of the will. 

There are many authors who have 
ſhewn wherein the malignity of a lye 
confſts, and let forth, in proper co- 
hours, the heinouſneſs of the offence. I 
mall here conſider one particular kind 
of this crime, whiitch has not been fo 
much ſpoken to; I mean that abomi- 
nable practice of party-lying. This vice 
15 {o very predominant among us at pre- 


ſont, that a man is thought of no prin- 


<ipls, who docs not propagate a certain 
ſri of Ives. The coffce-houtes are 


Lapported by them, the preſs is choaked 


with them, eminent authors live upon 
them. Our bottlesconverſation is ſo 


mtccted with them, that a party-lye is 


grown as faſhionable an entertainment 
a5 a lively catch or a merry ſtory : the 


truth of it is, half the creat talkers in 


the nation would be ſtruck dumb, were 
125 — . a . Cn . i 
this fountain of diſcourſe dried up. 
There is, however, one advantage re- 
zuting from this deteſtable practice; the 
very appearances of truth are fo little 
regarded, that Ives are at preſent diſ- 
charged in the air, and begin to hurt 


to take effect. 


nobody. When we hear a party- ſtory 
from a ſtranger, we conſider Whether he 
is a Whig or a Tory that relates it, and 
immediately conclude they are words of 
courſe, in which the honeſt gentleman 
deſigns to recommend his zeal, without 
any concern for his veracity. A man 
is looked upon as bereft of common 
ſenſe, that- gives credit to the relations 


of party-writers ; nay his own friends 


ſhake their heads at him, and con{ider 
him in no other light than as an officious 
tool or a well-meaning idiot. When it 
was formerly the faſhion to huſband a 
Ive, and trump it up in ſcme extraor- 
dinary emergency, it generally did exe- 


cution, and was not a little ſerviceable 


to the faction that made uſe of it; but 
at preſent every man is upon his guard, 
the artifice has been too often repeated 
I have frequently wondered to ſee men 
of probity, who would ſcorn to utter a 


falſhood for their own particular ad- 


vantage, give ſo readily into a lye when 
it becomes the voice of their faction, 
notwithſtanding they are thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of it as ſuch. How is it poſſible 
tor thoſe who are men of honour in their 
pertons, thus to become notorious liars 


in their party? If we look into the bot- 


tom of this matter, we may find, I think, 
three reaſons for it, and, at the ſame 


time diſcover the inſufficiency of thee 


reaſons to juſtify to criminal a practice. 

In the firſt place, men are apt to think 
that the guilt of a lye, and conſequently 
the puniſhment, may be very much di- 
miniſhed, it not wholly worn out, by 


the multitudes of thoſe who partake in 


it. Though the weight of a falſhoot 
would be too heavy for one to bear, it 
grows light in their imaginations, when 
it is ſhared among many. But in this 
caſe a man very much deceives himſelf; 
guilt, when it ſpreads through numbers, 
is not ſo properly divided as multiplied ; 
every one is criminal] in proportion to the 
offence which he commits, not to the 
number of thoſe who are his companions 
in it. Both the crime and the penalty 


ha 
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ke as heavy upon every individual of 


an offending multitude, as they would 


upon any fingle perſon had none ſhared 
with him in the offence. In a wort, 
the diviſion of guilt is like to that of 
matter; though it may be ſeparated into 
infinite portions, every portion ſhall have 
the whole eſſence of matter in it, and 
conſiſt of as many parts as the whole did 
before it was divided. 

But in the ſecond place, though mul- 
titudes, who join in a lye, cannot exempt 


themſelves from the guilt, they may 
from the ſhame of it. The ſcandal of 


a lye is in a manner loſt and annihilated, 
when diffuſed among ſeveral thouſands; 
as 2 drop of the blackeſt tincture wears 
away and vaniſhes, when mixed and 
contuſed in a conſiderable body of wa- 
ter; the blot is till in it, but is not able 
to diſcover itſelf, This is certainly a 
very great motive to ſeveral party of- 
fenders, who avoid crimes, not as they 
are prejudicial to their- virtue, but to 
their reputation. It is enough to ſhew 
the weakneſs of this reaſon, which pal- 
liates guilt without removing it, that 


_ every man who is influenced by it de- 
clares himſelf in effect av infamous hy- 


pocrite, prefers the appearance of virtue 
to it's reality, and is determined in his 


conduct neither by the dictates of his 
own conſcience, the ſuggeſtions of true 
| honour, nor the principles of religion. 


The third and laſt great motive for 
men's joining in a popular falſhood, or, 


as I have hitherto called it, à party lye, 
notwithſtanding they are convinced of 
it as ſuch, is the doing good to a cauſe 
which every party may be ſuppoſed to 
look upon as the moſt meritorious. The 


unſoundneſs of this principle has been 


ſo often expoſed, and is fo univerſally 
acknowledged, that a man muſt be an 
utter ſtranger to the principles, either of 
natural religion or chriſtianity, who ſuf- 


ters himſelt to be guided by it. If a 


man might promote the ſuppoſed good 
of his country by the blackeſt calumnies 
and falſhoods, our nation abounds more 
in patriots than any other of the Chriſ- 
tian world. When Pompey was deſirec 
not to {et ſail in a tempeſt that would 
hazard his life“ It is neceſſary for me,” 
ſays he, to fail, but it is not neceſſary 
for me to live;* every man ſhould ſay 
to himſelf, with the fame ſpirit “ It is 
my duty to ſpeak truth, though it is 
© not my duty to be in an office. One 
of the fathers hath carried this point ſo 
high, as to declare, he would not tell a 
lye, though he were ſure to gain heaven 
by it. However extravagant ſuch a pro- 
teltation may appear, every one will 
own, that a man may ſay very reaſon- 
ably, he would not tell a lye it he were 


ſure to gain hell by it; or if you have- 
a mind to ſoften the expreſſion, that he 
would not teil a iye to gain any tempo- 
ral reward by it, when he ſhould run 


the hazard of loſing much more than it 


was poſſible for him to gain, O0 


Ne DVIIIL, MONDAY, OCTOBER 13. 


OMNES AUTEM ET HABENTUR ET DICUNTUR TYRANNI, QUI POTESTATE SUNT 


' PERPETUA, IN ZA CIVITATE QUA LIBERTATE USA EST. 


CoRN. NEPOS IN MIL r. c. 8. 


FOR ALL THOSE ARE ACCOUNTED AND DENOMINATED TYRANTS, WHO EXER» 
CISE A PERPETUAL POWER IN THAT STATE WHICH WAS BEFORE TREE. 


| HE following letters complain of 
what I have frequently oblerveil 


with very much indignation; therefore I. 


ſhall give them to the public in the words 
with which my correſpondents, who ſuf- 
fer under the hardſhips mentioned in 
them, deſcribed them, 


MR. SPECTATORy 


| JN former ages all pretenſions to do- 


minion have been ſupported and ſub- 
mitted to, either upon account of inhe- 
ritance, conqueſt, or election; and all 


ſuch perſons who have taken upon them 
any ſovereignty over their fellow-crea- 


tures upon any other account, have 
been always called tyrants, not ſo much 
becauſe they were guilty of any parti- 


cular barbarities, as becauſe every at- 
tempt to ſuch a ſuperiority was in it's 
nature tyrannical. But there is another 


ſort of potentates, who may with greater 


ropriety be called tyrants than thoſe 


aſt mentioned, both as they afſume a 


deſpotic dominion over thoſe as free as 


themſelves, and as they ſupport it by 
alle 
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meetings. In other governments, the 
puniſhments of ſome have been alle- 
viated by the rewards of others; but 
what makes the reign of theſe poten- 


tates ſo particularly grievous, is, that 


they are exquiſite in puniſhing their ſub- 
FeQs, at the ſame time they have it not 
in their power to reward them. That 


the reader may the better comprehend 


the nature of theſe monarchs, as well as 


the miſerable ſtate of thoſe that are their 


vaſſals, I ſhall give an account of the 
King of the company J am fallen into, 
whom for his particular tyranny I thall 
call Dionyſius; as alſo of the ſeeds that 
{prung up to this odd fort of empire. 


Upon all meetings at taverns, it is 


neceſſary ſome one of the company 
mould take it upon him to get all things 
in ſuch order and readineſs, as may con- 


tribute as much as poſſible to the felicity 


of the convention; ſuch as haſtening 
the fire, getting a ſufficient number of 
candles, taſting the wine with a judi- 
cious ſmack, fixing the ſupper, and be- 
ing briſk for the diſpatch of it. Know 


then, that Dionyſus went through theſe 


offices with an air that ſeemed to expreſs 
a ſatisfaction rather in ſerving the pub- 


lic, than in gratifying any particular 


inclination of his own. We thought 


him a perſon of an exquiſite palate, and 


therefore by conſent beſeeched him to 
be always our proveditor, which pot, 
after he had handſomely denied, he could 
not do otherwiſe than accept. At firſt 
he made no other uſe of his power, than 
in recommending ſuch and ſuch things 
to the company, ever aliowing theſe 
points to be diſputable ; inſomuch that 
J have often carried the debate for par- 


tridge, when his majeſty has given in- 
kimation of the high reliſh of duck, but 


at the ſame time has chearfully ſubmit- 
ted, and deyoured his partridge with 


moſt pracious reſignation. This ſub- 


miſſion on his ſide naturally produced 
the like on our's; of which he in a little 
time made ſuch barbarous advantage, 
as in all thoſe matters which before 
ſeemed indifferent to him, to iſſue out 
certain edicts as uncontroulable and un- 


alterable as the laws of the Medes and 


Perſians. He is by turns outrageous, 

eevith, froward, and jovial. He thinks 
it our duty for the little offices, as prove- 
Uptor, that in return all converſation 1s 


*. 
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acts of notable oppreſſion and injuſtice; 
and theſe are the rulers in all clubs and 


to be interrupted or promoted hy bis 
inclination for or againſt the preſent 


humour of the company. We feel, at 


preſent, in the utmoſt extremity, the in- 
ſolence of office; however, I, being na- 
turally warm, ventured to oppoſe him 
in a diſpute about a haunch of veniſon. 
I was altogether for roaſting, but Diony- 
ſius declared himſelf for boiling with ſo 
much proweſs and reſolution, that the 
cook thought it neceſſary to conſult his 
own ſafety, rather than the luxury of 


my propoſition. With the ſame au- 


thority that he orders what he ſhall eat 
and drink, he alſo commands us where 
to do it, and we change our taverng 

according as he ſuſpetts any treaſonable 
practices in the ſettling the bill by the 


maſter, or ſees any bold rebellion in 


point of attendance by the waiters. An- 
other reaſon for changing the ſeat of 
empire, I conceive to be the pride he 
takes in the promulgation of our ſlavery, 
though we pay our club for our enter- 
tainments even in theſe places of our 
grand monarch. When he has a mind 
to take the air, a party of us are com- 
manded out by way of life-guard, and 
we march under as great reſtrictions as 
they do. If we meet a neighbouring 


king, we give or keep the way accord- 


ing as we are out-numbered or not ; and 


if the train of each is equal in number, 


rather than give battle, the fuperiority | 
is ſoon adjuſted by a deſertion from 


one of them. 


Now, the expulſion of theſe unjuſt 
rulers out of all ſocieties would gain a 
man as everlaſting a reputation, as either 
of the Brutus's got from their endea- 
vours to extirpate tyranny from among 
the Romans. I confeſs myſelf to be in 


a conſpiracy againſt the uſurper of our 


club; and to ſhew my reading as well 
as my merciful diſpoſition, ſhall allow 
him until the ides of March to dethrone 
himſelf. If he ſeems to affect empire 
until that time, and does not gradually 
recede from the incurſions he has made 


upon our liberties, he ſhall find a dinner 


dreſſed which he has no hand in, and 
ſhall be treated with an order, magnifi- 
ence, and luxury, as ſhall break his 
proud heart; at the ſame time that he 
ſhall be convinced in his ftomach he 
was unfit for his poſt, and a more mild 


and ſkilful prince receive the acclama- 


tions of the people, and be ſet up in his 
room ; but, as Milton fays— 
OY | 1 bes 


THE SPECTATOR, 


I heſe thoughts 
Full counſe] muſt mature. Peace is deſpair'd, 
£.nd who can think ſubmiſtion? War then, 
War, | 

©7205 or underſtood, muſt be reſolv'd. 

J am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble 

ſervant. 
NN. SPECTATOR, 

Am a young woman at a gentleman's 

ſeat in the country, who is a parti- 
cular friend of my father's, and came 
hither to paſs away a month or two 
with his daughters. I have been enter- 
tained with the utmoſt civility by the 
whole family, and nothing has been 
omitted which can make my ſtay eaſy 
and agreeable on the part of the family; 
but there is a gentleman here, a viſitant 
as I am, whoſe behaviour has given me 
great uneaſineſſes. When I firſt ar- 
rived here, he uſed me with the utmoſt 
complailance ; but, forſooth, that was 


not with regard to my ſex, and ſince he 
has no deſigus upon me, he does not 
know why he ſhould diſtinguiſh me 


from a man in things indifferent. He 
is, you muſt know, one of thoſe familiar 
coxcombs, who have obſerved tome well - 


| bred men with a good grace converle 


with women, and ſay no fine things, 


| but yet treat them with that ſort of re- 


ſpe& which flows from the heart and 


the underitanding, but 1s exerted in no 


profefſions or compliments. This pup- 


py, to imitate this excellence, or avoid 
the contrary fault of being troubleſome 
in complaiſance, takes upon him to try 


his talent upon me, itiſomuch that he 
contradits me upon all occaſions, and 
one day told me I lyed. If I had ſtruck 
him with my bodkin, and behaved my 
ſelf like a man, ſince he will not treat 
me as a woman, I had, I think, ſerved 
him right. I wiſh, Sir, you would 
pleaſe to give him ſome maxims of be- 


haviour in theſe points, and reſolve me 


it all maids are not in point of converſa- 
tion to be treated by all bachelors ag. 
their miſtreſſes? If not ſo, are they not 


to be uſed as gently as their ſiſters? Ia 


it ſufferable, that the fop of whom 1 
complain ſhould ſay, that he would 
rather have ſuch- a-· one without a groat 

than me with the Indies? What right 
has any man to make ſuppoſitions of 
things not in his power, and then de- 
clare his will to the diflike of one that 
has never offended him? I aſſure you 
theſe are things worthy your conſidera- 


tion, and I hope we ſhall have your 


thoughts upon them. I am, though a 


woman juſtly offended, ready to forgive 


all this, becauſe I have no remedy buy 
leaving very agreeable company ſooner 
than I defire. This alſo is an heinous 
aggravation of his offence, that he is in- 
flicting baniſhment upon me. Your 
printing this letter may perhaps be an 
admonition to reform him: as ſoon ag 


it appears I will write my name at the 
_ ent] of it, and lay it in his way; the 
making which juſt reprimand, 1 hope 


you will put in the power of, Sir, 


Your conſtant reader, and humble. 
. 47 .. ſervant. | 


Ne DIX. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14. 


HOMINIS FRUGI ET TEMPERANTIS FUNCTUS OFFICIUM. 


TER. HAUT. ac. 111. 80. 3. 


DISCHARGING THE PART OF A GOOD OECOMOMIST. 


| lowing letter ſhall have a place in 
my paper, though there is nothing in it 


which immediately regards the polite 


or the learned world; I fay immediate- 
ly, for upon reflection every man will 


find there is a remote influence upon his 


own affairs, in the proſperity or decay 
of the trading part of mankind. My 
preſent correſpondent, I believe, was 


never in print before; but what he ſays 


well deſerves a general attention, though 
delivered in his own homely maxims, 
and a kind of proverbial ſimplicity ; 


& 


THE uſeful knowledge in the fol- 


which ſort of learning has raiſed more 
eſtates than ever were, or will he, from 


attention to Virgil, Horace, Tully, Se- 


neca, Plutarch, or any of the reſt, whom, 5 
I dare ſay, this worthy citizen would 


hold to be indeed ingenious, but un- 
profitable writers. But to the letter. 


MR. WILLIAM SPECTATOR, 


BROAD STREET, OCTOBER JO, 
$1R, | 1712. | 
Accuſe you of many diſcourſes on 

the ſubje&t of money, which you have 


heretofore promiſed the public, but have 


not 
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not diſcharged ydurſelf thereof. But, 
foraſmuch as you ſeemed to depend 


upon advice from others what to do in 


that point, have ſat down to write you 
the needful upon that ſubje&t, But, 
before I enter thereupon, I ſhall take 
this opportunity to obſerve to you, that 


the thriving frugal man ſhews it in 


every part of his expence, dreſs, ſer- 
vants, and houſe; and I muſt, in the 
firſt place, complain to you, as Specta- 
tor, that in theſe particulars, there is at 
this time, throughout the city of Lon- 
don, a lamentable change from that 
ſimplicity of manners, which is the true 


ſource of wealth and proſperity, I juſt | 


now ſaid, the man of thrift ſhews regu- 
larity in every thing; but you may, 
perhaps, laugh that I take notice of ſuch 


-a particular as I am going to do, for an 
Inſtance that this city is declining, if 


their ancient ceconomy is not reſtored. 


The thing which gives me this proſpect, 
and ſo much offence, is the neglect of 


the Royal Exchange, I mean the edifice 


ſo called, and the walks appertaining 


thereunto. The Royal Exchange is a 
fabric that well deſerves to be ſo called, 


as well to expreſs that our monarchs 


higheſt glory and advantage confiſts in 
being the patrons of trade, as that it is 
commodious for buſineſs, and an in- 
ſtance of the grandeur both of prince 
and people. But, alas! at prelent it 


hardly ſeems to be {et apart for any ſuch 
ule or purpoſe, Inſtead of the aſſembly 
of honourable merchants, ſubſtantial 


tradeſmen, and knowing maſters of ſhips ; 
the mumpers, the halt, the blind, and 
the lame; your venders of traſh, apples, 


plums; your raggamuffins, rakeſhames, 


and wenches, have jultled the greatcr 
number of the former out of that place. 


Thus it is, eſpecially on the evening 
change: ſo that what with the din of 
ſquallings, oaths, and cries of beggars, 
men of the greateſt conſequence in our 


city abſent themſelves from the place, 
This particular, by the way, is of evi! 


_ conſequence; for if the *Change be no 
place for men of the higheſt credit to 


frequent, it will not be a diſgrace to 
thoſe of leſs abilities to abſent. I re- 


member the time when raſcally com- 


pany were kept out, and the unlucky 
oys with toys and balls were whipped 
away by a beadle. I have ſeen this 


done indeed of late, but then it has been 


only to chaſe the Jads from chuck, that 
the beadle might ſeize their copper. 


F 


I muſt repeat the abomination, that 
the walnut-trade is carried on by old 
women within the walks, whick makes 
the place impaſſable by reaſon of ſhell: 
and traſh. The benches around are 
filthy, that no one can fit down, yet. 
beadles and officers have the impuder a 
at Chriſtmas to aſk for their box, thoug!; 
they deſerve the ſtrapado. I do not 
think it impertinent to have mention+s 
this, becaule it beſpeaks a neglect in the 
domeſtic care of the city, and the do- 
meſtic is the trueſt picture of a muy 
every where elſe, N | 

But I deſigned to ſpeak on the buii. 
neſs of money and advancement of gain, 
The man proper for this, ſpeaking in 
the genera], 1s of a ſedate, plain, good 
underſtanding, not apt to go out of his 
way, but fo behaving himſelf at home, 
that buſineſs may come to him. Sir 
William Turner, that valuable citizen, 


has left behind him a moſt excellent 


rule, and couched it in very few words, 
ſuited to the meaneſt capacity. He 
would ſay—* Keep your ſhop, and your 
© ſhop will keep you.“ It muſt be con- 


ſeſſed, that if a man of a great genius 


could add ſteadineſs to his vivacitics, or 


ſubſtitute flower men of fidelity to tranſ- 


act the methodical part of his affairs, 
ſuch a one would outſtrip the reſt of 
the world : but buſineſs and trade are not 
to be managed by the ſame heads which 
write poetry, and make plans for the 
conduct of life in general. So though _ 
we are at this day bcholden to the late 

witty and inventive Duke of Bucking» 
ham for the whole trade and manufac- 
ture of glaſs, yet I ſuppole there is no 
one will aver, that, were his Grace yet 


living, they would not rather deal with 


my diligent friend and neighbour, Mr. 
Gumley, for any goods to be prepared 


and delivered on ſuch a day, than he 
would with that illuſtrious mechanic 


above mentioned. 1 
No, no, Mr. Spectator, you wits muſt 
not pretend to be rich; and it is poſſible 


the reaſon may be, in ſome meaſure, 


becauſe you deſpiſe, or at leaſt you do 
not value it enough to let it take up your 
chief attention; which the trader muſt 


do, or loſe his credit, which 1s to lum 


what honour, reputation, fame, or glory, 
is to other ſort of men. | 
I ſhall not ſpeak to the point of caſh 
itſelf, until I ſee how you approve of 
theſe my maxims in general: but, I 
think a ſpeculation upon Many a little 
| ER | 6 makes 
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© makes a mickle; A penny ſaved is a 
s penny got z Penny wiſe and pound 
«© fooliſh z It is need that makes the old 
« wife trot;* would be very uſeful to 
the world, and if you treated them with 


knowledge would be uſeful to yourſelt, 


for it would make demands for your 
paper among thole who have no notion 
of it at preſent. But of theſe matters 
more hereafter. If you did this, as you 
excel many writers of the preſent age 
for politeneſs, ſo you would outgo the 
author of the true razor-ſtrops for uſe. 
I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with 
an explanation of a proverb, which by 


vulgar error is taken and uſed when a 


man is reduced to an extremity, whereas 


the propriety of the maxim is to uſe it 


when you would ſay, there is plenty, 
but you muſt make ſuch a choice, as 
not to hurt another who 1s to come atter 
ou. 

Mr. Tobias Hobſon, from whom we 
have the expreſſion, was a very honour- 
able man, fbr I ſhall ever call the man 
lo who gets an eſtate honeſtly. Mr. 
Tobias Hobſon was a carrier, and be- 


ing a man of great abilities and inven- 
tion, and one that ſaw where there might 


good profit ariſe, though the duller men 
overlooked it; this ingenious man was 
the firſt in this iſland who let out hack - 
ney-horſes. He lived in Cambridge, 


and obſerving that the ſcholars rid hard, 
his manner was to keep a large ſtable 
of horſes, with boots, bridles, and whips, 
to furniſh the gentlemen at once with- 
out going from college to college to 
borrow, as they have done ſince the 
death of this worthy man: I. ſay, Mr. 
Hobſon kept a ſtable of forty good cat- 


tle always ready and fit for travelling; 


but when a man came for a horſe, he 


was led into the ſtable, where there 


was great choice, but he obliged him 
to take the horſe which ſtood next to the 
ſable door; ſo that every cuſtomer was 
alike well ſerved according to his chance, 
and every horſe ridden with the ſame 


juſtice: from whence it became a pro- 


verb, when what ought to be your elec- 
tion was forced upon you, to ſay—* Hob- 


ſon's choice.” This memorable man 


ſtands drawn in freſco at an inn, which 


he uſed in Biſhopſgate Street, with an 


hundred pound bag under his arm, with 
this inſcription upon the ſaid bag: 
The fruitful mother of a hundred more, 


Whatever tradeſman will try the ex- 
periment, and begin the day after you 
publiſh this my diſcourſe to treat his 
cuſtomers all alike, and all reaſonably 


and honeſtly, I will inſure him the ſame . 
ſucceſs. Iam, Sir, your loving friend, 


. HEZEXIAH THRIFTo 


Ne DX. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15. 
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NEQUE PRATERQUAM QUAS IPSE AMOR MOLESTIAS 
NABET ADDAS; ET ILLAS, QUAS HABET, RECTE FERAS. 


TIN. EUN. Ac r. Is sc. 1. 


ir vou ARE WISE, NEITHER ADD TO THE TROUBLES WHICH ATTEND THF 


PASSION OF LOVE, AND BEAR PATIENTLY THOSE WHICH ARE INSEPARABLE 


| FROM 17. 


Was the other day driving in a hack 
through Gerrard Street, when my 
eye was immediately catched with the 


prettieſt object imaginable, the face of 


a very fair girl, between thirteen and 
fourteen, fixed at the chin to a painted 
laſh, and made part of the landſkip. 
It ſeemed admirably done, and upon 


; throwing my {elf eagerly out of the coach 
| to look at it, it laughed and flung from 


the window, This amiable figure dwelt 


, upon me; and I was conficering the 
| Vanity of the girl, and her pleaſant co- 
| Quetry in ad ing a picture until ſhe was 


taken notice of, and raiſing the admira- 

tion of the beholders. This little cir- - 
cumſtance made me run into reflection 
upon the force of beauty, and the won- 


derful influence the female (ex has upon 
the other part of the ſpecies. Our hearts 


are ſcized with their inchantments, and 


there are few of us, but brutal men, who 


by that, hardneis loſe the chief pleaſure 


in them, can reſiſt their infinuations, 
though never ſo much againſt our own 


intereſts and opinions It is common 


with women to deſtroy the good-effett; 


a man's following his own way and in- 
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clination might have upon his honour 
and fortune, by interpoſing their power 
over him in matters wherein they can- 
not influence him, but to his laſs and 
diſparagement. I do not know there- 
fore a taik fo difficult in human life, 
as to be proof againſt the importunities 
of a woman a man loves. There is 
certainly no armour againſt tears, ſul- 
len looks, or at belt conſtrained fami- 
liarities, in her whom you uſually meet 
with tranſport and alacrity. Sir Walter 
Raleigh was quoted in a letter (of a 
very ingenious correſpondent of mine) 
on this ſubject. That author, who had 
lived in courts and camps, travelled 
through many countries, and ſeen many 
men under ſeveral climates, and of as 
various complexions, ſpeaks of our im- 
potence to reſiſt the wiles of women in 
very ſevere terms. His words are as 
follow : es 
What means did the devil find out, 
© or what inſtruments did his own ſub- 
tlety preſent him, as fitteſt and apteſt 
to work his miſchief by? even the un- 
quiet vanity of the woman; ſo as by 
Adam's hearkening to the voice of 
his wife, contrary to the expreſs com- 
mandment of the living God, man- 
kind by that her incantation became the 
ſubje& of labour, ſorrow and death; 


comforter and companion, but not for 
a cœunſellor. It is alſo to be noted by 
whom the woman was tempted; even 
by the moſt ugly and unworthy of all 
beaſts, into whom the devil entered 
and perſuaded. Secondly, what was 
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£ 2 deſire to know what was moſt un- 
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{orrow. 
perfection, and Solomon the fon of 
David, God's choſen ſervant, and him- 


wiſdom, did both of them diſobey 
their Creator by the perſuaſion and for 
the love they bare to a wo nan, it ĩs not 


n men in ſucceeding ages have heen al- 
* Jurad to to many inconvenient and 


the woman being given to man for a 


the motive of her diſobedience? even 


the poſterity of her ſex. Thirdly, what 


to grieve her or make her ſad, leſt ſhe 
ſtwuld pine, avd be overcome with 
But 1t Adam in the ſtate of 


jelt a man endued with the greateſt 


ſo wonderful ac lamentable, that other 


THE SPECTATOR. 


© wicked practices by the perſuaſion of 
* their wives, or other beloved darlings, 
© who cover over and ſhadow many ma- 
licious purpoſes with a counterſeit paſ- 
© ſion of diſſimulate ſorrow and unquiet- 
6 neſs.? | 
The motions of the minds of lovers 
are no where ſo well deſcribed, as in the 
works of ſkilful writers for the ſtage, 


The ſcene between Fulvia and Curius, 


in the ſecond att of Johnſon's Catiline, 
is an excellent picture of the power of 
a lady over her gallant. The wenck 
plays with his affection; and as a man of 
all places in the world wiſkes to make a 
good figure with his miſtreſs, upon her 
upbraiding him with want of ſpirit, he 
alludes to enterpriſes which he cannot 
reveal but with the hazard of his life, 
When he is worked thus far, with a 
little flattery of her opinion of his gal- 
lantry, and deſire to know more of it 
out of her overflowing fondneſs to him, 
he brags to her until his life is in her 
di ſpoſa . | | he 
When a man 1s thus liable to be van. 
quiſhed by the charms of her he loves, 
the ſafeſt way is to determine what is 
proper to be done, but to avoid all ex- 
poſtulation with her before he executes 
what he has reſolved. Women are ever 
too hard for us upon a treaty, and one 
muſt confider how ſenſeleſs a thing it is 
to argue with one whoſe looks and gel- 
tures are more prevalent with you, than 
p_ reaſons and arguments can be with 
er. It is a molt miſerable ſlavery to 
ſubmit to what you diſapprove, and give 


up a truth for no other reaſon, but tfat 


you had not fortitude to ſupport you ia 
aſſerting it. A man has enough to do 
to conquer his own unreaſonable wiſhes 
and deſires; but he does that in vain, 
i he has thoſe of another to gratity. 
Let his pride be in his wife and family; 
let him give them all the conveniencics 
of life in ſuch a manner as if he were 
proud of them; but let it be his own in- 
nocent pride, and not their exorbitant 
deſires, which are indulged by him. In 
this caſe all the little arts imaginable are 
uſed to ſoften a man's heart, and raiſe 
his paſſion above his underſtanding. But 
in all conceſſions of this kind, a man 
ſhould conſider whether the preſent he 
makes flows from his own love, or the 
importunity of his beloved : if from the 
latter, he is her flave ; if from the for- 


mer, her friend. We laugh it off, and 


do not weigh this ſubjection to wang 
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with that ſeriouſneſs which ſo important 
a circumſtance deſerves. Why was cou- 
rage given to man, if his wife's fears 
are to fruſtrate it? when this is once in- 
dulged, you are no longer her guardian 
and protector, as you were deſigned by 
nature, but in compliance to her weak - 


neſſes, you have diſabled yourſelf from 
avoiding the misfortunes into which 


they will lead you both, and you are to 
ſee the hour in which you are to be re- 
proached by herſelf for that very com- 
plaiſanoe to her. It is indeed the moſt 


difflcult maſtery over ourſelves we can 


poſſibly attain, to reſiſt the grief of her 
who charms us; but let the heart ake: 


be the anguiſh never ſo quick and pain- 


ful, it is what muſt be ſuffered and paſ- 
ſed through, if you think to live like a 
gentleman, or be conſciqus to yourſelf 
that you are a man of hogtity. The old 
argument, that © you do not love me if 
« you deny me this, which firſt was 
uſed to obtain a trifle, by habitual ſuc- 


_ ceſs will oblige the unhappy man who 


gives way to it, to reſign the cauſe even 
of his country and his honour, 


N DXI. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16. 


QUIS NON INVENIT TURBA QUOD AMARET IN ILLA? 


WHO COULD FAIL TO FIND, 


Orp. ARS AM. L. I. VERs 175. 


IN SUCK A CROWD, A MISTRESS TO HIS MIND? 


| ad SPEC, | 
F IND ING that my laſt letter took, 
I do intend to continue my epiſto- 


lary correſpondence with thee, on thoſe 


dear confounded creatures, women. 
Thou knoweſt, all the little learning I 


am maſter of is upon that ſubject; 1 


never looked in a book, but for their 
fakes. I have lately met with two pure 


ſtories for a Spectator, which I am ſure 


will pleaſe mightily, it they paſs through 
thy hands. The firſt of them I found 
by chance in an Engliſh book, called 
Herodotus, that lay in my friend Dap- 
perwit's window, as I vitited him one 
morning, It luckily opened in the place 


where I met with the following account. 


He tells us that it was the manner 
among the Perſians to have ſeveral fairs 


in the kingdom, at which all the young 


unmarried women were annually ex- 


poſed to ſale. The men who wanted 
wives came hither to provide themſelves: 


every woman was given to the highett 
bidder, and the money which the fetch- 


ed laid afide for the public uſe, to be em- 


payed as thou ſhalt hear by and by. 
By this means the richeſt people had the 
choice of the market, and culled out all 
the moſt extraordinary beauties. As 
toon as the fair was thus picked, the 
retuſe was to be diftributed among the 
poor, and among thoſe who could not 


Zo to the price of a beauty. Several of 


theſe married the agrecables, without 


paying a farthing for them, unleſs ſome- 


body chanced to think it worth his while 
to bid for them, in which caſe the bet 
bidder was always the purchaſer, But 
now you mult know, Spec, it happen- 
ed in Perſia, as it does in our own coun- 
try, that there were as many ugly wo- 


men as beauties or agreeables; fo that 


by conſequence, after the magiſtrates 
had put off a great many, there were ſtill 


a great many that ſtuck upon their hands. 
In order therefore to clear the market, 
the money which the beauties had fold 
for, was diſpoted of among the ugly; 
ſo that a poor man, who could not afford 
to have a beauty for his wife, was forced 


to take up with a fortune; the greateſt 


portion being always given to the moſt 
deformed, To this the author adds, 
that every poor man was forced to live 
kindly with his wife, or in caſe he re- 
pented of his bargain, to return her por- 
tion with her to the next public ſale. 
What I would recommend to thee on 


this occaſion is, to eſtabliſh ſuch an ima- 


ginary fair in Great Britain: thou couldſt 


make it very pleaſant, by matching wo- 


men of quality with coblers and carmen, 
or deſcribing titles and garters leading 


off in great ceremony ſhopkeepers and 


farmers daughters. Though to tell thee . 


the truth, I am confoundedly afraid that 


as the love of money prevails in our 
iſland more than it Wt in Perſia, we 
ſhould find that ſome of our greateſt 
men would chooſe out the portions, and 
rival one another for the richeſt piece of 

6M2 . deformity; 
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deformity; and that, on the contrary, the 
toaſts and belles would be bought up 
by extravagant heirs, gameſters, and 
ſpendthrifts. Thou couldſt make very 
pretty reflections upon this occaſion in 
Lemons of tha erſian politics, who took 
care, by ſuch marriages, to beautify the 
upper part of the ſpecies, and to wake 
the, greateſt perſons in the government 
the moſt graceful, But this I ſhall leave 
to thy judicious pen. 

I have another ſtory to tell thee, which 
I likewiſe met with in a book. It ſeems 
the general of the Tartars, aſter having 
laid ſiege to a ſtrong town in China, and 


taken it by ſtorm, would ſet to ſale all 


the women that were found in it. Ac- 
cordingly, he put each of them into a 


ſack, and after having thoroughly con- 


ſidered the value of the woman who was 
incloſed, marked the price that was de- 
manded for her upon the ſack, There 
were a great confluence of chapmen, 


that reſorted from every part, with a 
deſign to purchaſe, which they were to 


do unſight unſeen. The book mentions 
2 merchant in particular, who obſerving 
one of the ſacks to be marked pretty 
high, bargained for it, and carried it 
off with him to his houſe. As he was 


_ reſting with it upon a halfway bridge, 


he was reſolved to take a ſurvey of his 
purchaſe : upon opening the ſack, a 


little old woman popped her head out of | 
it; at which the adventurer was in fo 


great a rage, that he was going to ſhoot 

Fes out into the river. The old Jady, 
however, begged him firſt of all to hear 
her ſtory, by which he learned that ſhe 
was fiſter to a great Mandarin, who 
would infallibly wake the fortune of his 
brother-in-law as ſoon as he ſhould know 
to whoſe lot ſie fell. Upon which the 
merchant again tied her up in his ſack, 
and carried her to his houſe, where ſhe 


THE SPECTATOR, 


0 5 


erty an excellent wife, and procured 
im all the riches from her brother that 
ſhe had promiſed him, 

I fancy, if I was diſpoſed to dream 
a ſecond time, I could make a tolerable 


viſion upon this plan. I would ſuppoſe 


all the unmarried women in London and 
Weltminſter brought to market in ſacks 


with their reſpective prices on each ſack. 


The firſt ſack that is ſold is marked 
with five thouſand pounds : upon the 
opening of it, I find it filled with an 


admirable houſewife, of an agreeable 


countenance. The purchaſer, upon 
hearing her good qualities, pays down 
her price very chearfully, 
I would open, ſhould be a five hundred 
pound fack : the lady in it, to our ſur- 
prize, has the face and perſon of a toaſt; 
as we are wondering how ſhe came to be 
ſet at. ſo low a price, we hear that the 
would have been valued at ten thouſand 
pounds, but that the public had made 
thoſe abatements for her being a ſcold. 
I would afterwards find ſome beautiful, 
modeſt, and diſcreet woman, that ſhould 
be the top of the market: and perhaps 


diſcover half a dozen romps tied up to- 
gether in the fame ſack, at one hundred 
The prude and the 
coquette ſhould be valued at the ſame 


pounds an head. 


price, though the firſt ſhould go off the 


better of the two. I fancy thou wouldft 
like ſuch a viſion, kad I time to finiſh 
it; becauſe, to talk in thy own way, 
there is a moral jn it. Whatever thou 
mayeſt think of it, pr'ythee do not make 


any of thy qucer apologies for this letter, 


as thou didſt for my laſt. The women 


love a gay lively fellow, and are never 


angry at the railleries of one who is. 


their known admirer. I am always 
bitter upon them, but well with them, 
Thine, . | 


Ho NEYCOMS, 
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| LECTOREM DELECTANDO, PARITIRQUE MONENDOg 


Hog. Arg PogT. VER: 244 


MINING TOGETHER PROFIT AND DELIGHT, 


HERE is nothing which we re- 


ceive with fo much reluctance as 
advice. We look upon the man who 
gives it us as offering an affront to our 
naderſtanding, and treating us like chil- 


ren or idiots, We conſider the in- 


ſtruction as an implicit cenſure, and the 
zeal which any one ſhews for our good 
on ſuch an occaſion as a piece of pre- 
ſumption or impertinence. The truth 
of it is, the perſon who pretends to ad- 


Viſe, does, in that particular, exerciſes 


ſuperiority 


he ſecond 
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Hperiority over us, and can have no 
ether reaſon for it, but th t in compar- 
ing us with himſelf, he thinks us defec- 
tive either in our conduct or our under- 
ſtanding. For theſe reatons, there is 
nothing ſo difficult as the art of making 
advice agreeabte; and indeed all the 
writers, both ancient and modern, have 
diſtinguiſhed themlelves among one an- 
other, according to the perfection at 
which they have arrived in this art. How 
many devices have heen made uſe of, to 
render this bitter potion palatable? Some 
convey their inſtructions to us in the 
beſt choſen words, others in the moſt 
harmonious numbers, ſome in points of 
wit, and others in ſhort proverbs. 

But among all the different ways of 
giving counſel, I think the fineſt, and 
that which pleales the moſt yniverſally, 
is fable, in whatſoever ſhape it appears. 
If we conſider this way of inſtructing or 
giving advice, it excels all others, be- 
cauſe it is the leaſt ſhocking, and the leaſt 
ſubje& to thoſe exceptions which I have 
before mentioned. FE | 
This will appear to us, if we reflect 
in the firſt place, that upon the reading 
of a fable we are made to believe we ad- 
viſe ourſelves. We peruſe the author 


for the ſake of the ſtory, and conſider 
the precepts rather as our own conclu- 


ſions than his inſtructions. The moral 
inſinuates itſelf imperceptibly, we are 
taught by ſurprize, and become witer 
and better unawares. In ſhort, by this 
method a man is ſo far over-reached as 
to think he is directing himfelt, while he 
is following the dictates of another, and 
conſequently is not ſenſible of that which 
is the moſt unpleaſing circumitance in 
advice, . | 

In the next place, if we look. into hu- 
man nature, we {hall find that the mind 
is never ſo much pleated, as when the 
exerts herſelf in any action that gives 
her an idea of her own perfections and 
abilities. This natural pride and am- 
bition of the ſoul is very much gratified 
in the reading of a fable: for in writings 


of this kind, the reader comes in tor 
half of the performance; every thing 


appears to him like a diſcovery of his 
own; he is buſied all the while in ap- 
plying characters and circumſtances, and 
is in this reſpe& both a reader and a 
compoler. It is no wonder therefore 
that on ſuch occaſions, when the mind 
is thus pleaſed with itſelf, and amuſed 
with it's own diſcoveries, that it is high- 


which will occur to ev 
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ly delighted with the writing which is 


the occaſion of it. For this reaſon the 


Abſalom and Achitophel was one of 
the moſt popular poems that ever ap- 
peared in Englith. The poetry is in- 
deed very fine, but had it been much 
finer, it would not have ſo much pleaied, 
without a plan which gave the reader an 
ny of exerting his own talents. 
This oblique manner of giving advice 
is ſo offenſive, that if we look into 


ancient hiſtories, we find the wiſe men 


of old very often choſe to give counſel 
to their kings in fables. To omit many 


mory, there is a pretty inſtance of this 
nature in a Turkiſh tale, which I do 
not like the worſe for that little oriental 


_ extravagance which is mixed with it. 

Me are told that the Sultan Mah- 
moud, by his perpetual wars abroad, 
and his tyranny at home, had filled his 


dominions with ruin and deſolation, and 
half unpeopled the Perſian empire. The 
Viſier to this great Sultan (whether an 


humouriſt or an enthuſiaſt, we are not 
informed) pretended to have learned of 
a certain Derviſe to underſtand the lan- 
guage of birds, ſo that there was not a 
bird that could open his mouth, but the 
Viſier knew what it was he ſaid. As 


he was one evening with the Emperor, 


in their return from hunting, they 


taw a couple of owls upon a tree that 


grew near an old wall out of an heap of 


rubbiſh. © I would fain know, ſays 
the Sultan, © what thoſe two owls are 
© iaying to one another; liſten to their 


© diltourſe, and give me an account of 


© it.* The Vitſter approached the tree, 


pretending to be very attentive to the 
two owls. Upon his return to the Sul- 
tan Sir, ſays he, © I have heard part 


© of their converſation, but dare not 
«© tell you what it is.“ The Sultan 
would not be ſatisfied with ſuch an an- 
ſwer, but forced him to repeat word for 
word every thing the owls had ſaid. 


that one of theſe owls has a fon, and 


they are now upon a treaty of mar- 
riage. The father of the fon ſaid ts 
the father of the daughter, in m 

hearing Brother, I conſent to this 
& marriage, provided you will ſettle 
« upon your daughter fifty ruined vile 


« lages for her port ion.“ To which 


© the father of the daughter replied 
4% Inſtead of fifty I will give her five 
| 6« hundred, 


one's me- 


You mult know then,* faid the Viher, 


the other a daughter, between whom 
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4 hundred, if you pleaſe, God grant 
« long life to Sultan Mahmoud; 


„ hilſt he reigns over us, we ſhall 


« never want ruined villages.” 

The itory fays, the Sultan was fo 
touched with the fable, that be rebuilt 
the towns and villages which had been 
deftroyed, and from that time forward 
conſulted the good of his people. 

To fill up my paper, I ſhall add a 
molt ridiculous piece of natural magic, 


which was taught by no leſs a philoſo- 
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pher than Democritus, namely, that if 
the blood of certain birds, which he 
mentioned, were mixed together, it 
would produce a ſerpent of ſuch a won- 
derful virtue, that whoever did cat it 
ſhould be ſkilled in the language of 
birds, and underſtand every thing they 
ſaid to one another. 
viſe above- mentioned might not have 
eaten ſuch a ſerpent, I ſhall leave to the 
determinations of the learned. 

| 0 
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m=—AFFLATA EST NUMINE CAN DO 


JAM PROPIORE 51 


WHEN ALL THE GOD CAME RUSHING ON HER SOUL» 


2 following letter comes to me 


from that excellent man in holy 
orders, whom I have mentioned more 
than once as one of that ſociety who aſ- 
It is a 
thought in ſickneſs, and of a very ſeri. 
ous nature, for which reaſon I give it a 
place in the paper of this day. | 


_ 7} 


HE indiſpoſition which has long 


hung upon me, is at laſt grown to 


ſuch a head, that it muſt quickly make 


an end of me, or of itſelfl. You may 


imagine, that whilſt I am in this bad 


Kate of health, there are none of your 
works which I read with greater plea- 
ſure than your Saturday's papers. I 


mould be very glad if I could fuinith 
Fou with any hints for that day's en- 
tertainment. Were I able to dreſs. up 
ſeveral thoughts of a ſerious nature, 


which have made great impreſſions on 


my mind during a long fit of ſickneſs, 
they might not be ꝛn improper enter- 


tainment for that occaſion. -+ 


Among all che reflections which vſual- 
ly riſe in the mind of a ſick man, who 
has time and inclination to conſider his 


approaching end, there is none more na- 


. 
c 

c 
- tural than that of his going to appear © 
0 properly another world, (for there 18 
e 

E 

c 

c 
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naked and unbodied before him who made 


| him. When a man conſiders, that as 
ſoon as the vital union is diffolved, he 


ſhali fee that Supreme Being, whom he 


now contemplates at a diſtance, and only 


in his works; or, to ſpeak more philoſo- 


phically, when by ſome faculty in the 
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ſoul he ſhall apprehend the Divine Be- 
ing, and be more ſenſible of his pre- 
ſence, than we are now of the preſence 
of any object which the eye beholds, a 


man muſt be loſt in careleſſneſs and ſtu- 


pidity, who is not alarmed at ſuch a 
thought. Dr. Sherlock, in his excel- 
lent Treatiſe upon Death, has repre- 


ſented, in very ſtrong and lively co- 


lours, the ſtate of the ſoul in it's firſt ſe- 


paration from the body, with regard to 


that inviſible world which every where 
ſurrounds us, though we are not able 
to diſcover it through this groſſer world 
of matter, which 1s accommodated to 
our ſenſes in this life. His words are 
6 OL Is | 
* © That death, which is our leaving 


this world, is nothing elſe but our 
putting off theſe bodies, teaches us, 


© that it is only our union to theſe bo- 
dies which intercepts the ſight of the 
© other world: the other world is not at 


ſuch a diſtance from us as we may ima- 


© gine; the throne of God indeed is at a 
great remove from this earth, above 


© the third heavens, where he diſplays 


his glory to thoſe bleſſed ſpirits which 
encompaſs his throne ; but as ſoon as 
we (ſtep out of.theſe bodies, we ſtep 

into the other world, which is not ſo 


the ſame heaven and earth ftili) as a 


new ſtate of life. To live in theſe 
bodies is to live in this world; to live 
out of them is to remove into the next: 
for while our ſouls are confined to 
theſe bodies, and can look only * gt 
5 « thtle 


Whether the Der- 


THE SPECTATOR. 


© theſe material caſements, nothing but 


what is material can affect us; nay, 
nothing but what is ſo groſs, that it 
can reflet light and convey the ſhapes 
and colours of things with it to the 
eye: ſo that though within this viſi- 


ble world, there be a more glorious 


ſcene of things than what appears to 


us, we perceive nothing at all of it; 


for this veil of fleſh parts the viſible 
and inviſible world; but when we put 
off theſe bodies, there are new and 
ſurpriſing wonders prefent themſelves 
to our views; when theſe material 
ſpectacles are taken off, the ſoul, with 


it's own naked eyes, ſees what was 


inviſible before: and then we are in 
the other world, when we can lee it, 
and converſe with it. Thus St. Paul 
tells us, that when we are at home 
in the body, we are abſent from the 


the body, we are preſent with the 
Lord, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. And me- 
thinks this is enough to cure us of our 
fondneſs for theſe bodies, unleſs we 
think it more deſirable to be confined 
to a priſon, and to look thraugh a 


grate all our lives, which gives us but 


a very narrow proſpect, and that none 


of the beſt neither, than to be ſet at 


liberty to view all the glories of the 
world. What would we give now for 
the leaſt glimpſe of that invitible world, 

' which the firſt ſtep we take out of 
© theſe bodies will preſent us with? 
There are ſuch things as eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive: death opens our eyes, enlarges 
our proſpect, preſents us with a new 
and more glorious world, which we 
can never ſee while we are ihut up in 

© flaſn; wich ſhould make us as wil- 


© ling to part wich this veil, as to take 


the film off of our eyes, which hinders 
our fight." | | 


As a thinking man cannot but be 


very much affected with the idea of his 
appearing in the preſence of that Being 


© whom none can ſee and hve;* he mult. 


be much more affected when he:contt- 


ders that this Being whom he appears 


before, will examine all the actions of 
his paſt life, and reward or puniſh him 
accordingly, I muft confeſs that I 
think there is no ſcheme of religion, be- 
ſides that of Chriſtianity, which can poſ- 
bly ſupport the moſt virtuous! perſon 
ander this thought. Let a man's in- 
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nocence be what it will, let his virtues 
riſe to the higheſt pitch of perfection at- 
tainable in this life, there will be ſtill 
in him ſo many ſecret ſins, ſo many hu- 
man frailties, ſo many offences of ig- 
norance, paſſion, and prejudice, ſo many 
unguarded words and thoughts, and in 
hort, ſo many defects in his belt ac- 
tions, that, without the advantages of 
ſuch an expiation. and atonement as 
Chrittianity has revealed to us, it is im- 


poſſible that he ſnould be cleared before 


his ſovereign Judge, or that he ſhould 
be able © to ſtand in his ſight.” Our ho- 
ly religion ſuggeſts to us the only means 
whereby our guilt may be taken away, 
and our imperfeC obedience accepted. 


It is this ſeries of thought that I have 


endeavoured to expreſs in the following 


hymn, which I have compoſed during 
this my ſicknels. 


| F, 

HEN rifing from the bed of death, 
| O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, 
I fee my Maker, face to face, 

O how ſhall 1 appear 
II. 

If yet, while pardon may be found, 
And mercy may be ſught, Tx 
My heart with inward horror ſhrinks, 
And trembles at the thought; | 

ee | 
When thou, O Lord, ſhalt ſtand diſclos'd d 
In majeſty fevere, 2 
And fit in judgment on my ſoul, 
O how ſhall I appear! 
. W.. | 
But thou haſt told the troubled mind, 
Who does her fins lament, 


The timely tribute of her tears 


Shall endleſs woe prevent. 

Then ſee the ſorrow of my heart, 
Ere yet it be too late: 
And hear my Saviour's dying groans, 
To give thoſe ſorrows weizht. 

md wg vi. 


For never ſhall my ſoul deſpair 


Her pardon to procure, 


Who knows thine only Son has dy'd 
To make her pardon ſure. 


There is a noble hymn in French, 
which Monſieur Bayle has celebrated 
tor a © very fine one, and which the 


famous author of the Art of Speaking 


calls an © admirable one, that turns 


upon a thought of the ſame nature. If 


I could have done it juſtice in Engliſh, 
I would have ſent it to you tranſlated ; 
it was, witten by Monſieur des Bar- 

: Tx, 


= 


N — oo — — — — — —¼ʃ 
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Farnaſſus riſing before me. 
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reaux, Who had been one of the greateſt 
wits and libertines in France, but in 


bis at years was as remarkable a pe- 


nitent. 


RAND Dieu, tes jugemens ſont remplis 
d'equitẽ; 
Toũ jours tu prens plaiſir à nous etre propice. 
Mais j'ai tant fait de mal, que jamais ta 
bontẽ | 

Ne me pardonnera, fans choquer ta juſtice. 
Oni, mon Dieu, la g andeur de mon impietẽ 
Ne laiſſe à ton pouvoir que le choix du ſuplice: 
Ton intereſt s oppoſe a ma felicite ; 
Et ta clemence mème attend que je periſſe. 


Contente ton deſir, puis qu'il Veſt glorieux; 


THE SPECTATOR, 


> 


Offenſe toy des pleurs qui coulent de mey 
yeux 5 


Tonne, frappe, il eft tems, rens moi guerre 


pour guerre; 
13 en periſſant la raiſon qui taigrit. 
ais deſſus quel endroit tomber a ton tonnere, 
Qui ne ſoit tout couvert du fang de Jeſuy 
Chriſt ? = 


If theſe thoughts may be ſerviceable 
to you, I defire you would place them 
in a proper light; and am ever withgreat 


ſincerity, Sir, 
| Your's, &c: 


Ne DXIV. MONDAY, OCTOBER 20. 


Mx  ARNAS DESERT PR ARDUA DUEC1S 
EAP TAT AMOR; JUVAT IRE JUGIS QUA NULLA PRIORUM | 
CASTALIAM MOLLI DIVERTITUR ORBITA CLIYOs 


VIX G. GEORG. 111. VER, 291. 


BUT THE COMMANBING MUSE MY CHARIOT GUIDES, 
WHICH O'ER THE DUBIOUS CLIFF SECURELY RI DES: 
AND PLEAS'D I AM NO BEATEN ROAD TO TAKE, 


BUT FIRET THE WAY TO NEW DISCOV'RIES MAKE. 


MR. EPECTATOR, | 
Came home a little later than uſual 
the other night, and not finding my- 


| elf inclined ro flzep, I took up Virgil 
to divert me until I ſhould be more dit- 


mo to reſt. He is the author whom 
I always chuſe on ſuch occaſions, no one 
writing in ſo divine, ſo harmonious, nor 


o equal a ſtrain, which leaves the mind 
compoled and ſoftened into an agree- 
able melancholy; the temper in which, 
of all others, I chuſe to cloſe the day. 
The paſſages I turned to were thoſe 


2 raptures in his Georgics, where 
e profeſfes himſclf intirely given up to 


the muſes, and finit with the love of 


poetry, paſſionately wiſhing to be tran- 


ſported to the cool ſhades and retire- 
ments of the mountain Hæmus. I 


cloſes the book and went to-bed. What 


I had juſt before been reading made fo 
ſtrong an impreſſion on my mind, that 


I 


: fancy ſeemed almoſt to fulfil to me the 


with of Virgil, in preſenting to me the 


following viſion. 


Methoughit I was on 2 ſudden placed 
in the plains of Bæotia, where at the 
end of the horizon I ſaw the mountain 
The pro- 


ſpect was of lo large an extent, that 1 
dad long wandered about to find a path 
Vvhich ſhould dire ly lead me to it, had 


Davor. 


I not ſeen at ſome diſtance a grove of 


trees, which in a plain that had nothing 
elſe remarkable enough in it to fix my 
hght, immediately determined me to go 
thither. When I arrived at it, I found 
it parted out into a great number of 
walks and alleys, which often widencd 
into beautiful openings, as circles or 


ovals, ſet round with yews and cypreſſes, 


with niches, grottos, and caves placed 
on the tides, encompaſſed with ivy. 
There was no ſound ta be heard in the 
whole place, but only that of a gentle 
breeze paſling over the leaves of tie fo- 
reſt; every thing beſide was buried in u 
profound ſilence. I was captivatcd 


with the beauty and retirement of the 


lace, and never ſo much, before that 
96:62 was pleaied with the enjoyment of 
myſelf, J indulged the humour, and 
ſuffered myſelf to wander without choice. 
or deſign. At length, at the end of a 
range of trees, I ſaw three figures ſeated 
on a bank of moſs, with a filent brook 
creeping at their feet. I adored them 
as the tutelar divinitics of the place, and 
ſrood ſtill to take a particular view of 
ench of them. The middlemoſt, whoſe 
name was Solitude, fat with her arms 
acroſs each other, and feemed rather 
penſive and wholly taken up with her 


on thoughts, than any ways grieved 
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which the admitted into that retirement, 
was the goddeſs Silence, who ſat on her 
right-hand with her finger on her mouth; 
and on her left Contemplation, with her 
eyes fixed on the heavens. Before 
her lay a celeſtial globe, with ſeveral 


ſchemes of mathematical theorems. She 


prevented my ſpeech with the greateſt 
affability in the world. Fear not," 


ſaid ſhe, © I know your requeſt before 


you ſpeak it; you would be led to the 
mountain of the muſes; the only way 
© to it lies through this place, and no 
© one is ſo often employed in conduct- 
ing perſons thither as myſclt.* When 
ſhe had thus ſpoken, ſhe role from her 
ſeat, and I immediately placed myſelf 
under her direction; but whilſt J paſſed 
through the grove, I could not help en- 
quiring of her who were the perſons 
admitted into that ſweet retirement. 
« Surely,” faid I, © there can nothing 
enter here but virtue and virtuous 
© thoughts; the whole wood ſeems de- 
« ſigned for the reception and reward 
5 of ſuch perſons as have ſpent their 
lives according to the dictates of their 


© conſcience and the commands of the 


© gods.'—" You imagine right, ſaid 


the; © aſſure yourſelf this place was at 
© firſt deſigned for no other: ſuch it 


_ © continued to be in the reign of Saturn, 
9 


when none entered here but holy prieſts, 
deliverers of their country from op- 
preſſion and tyranny, who repoled 
themſelves here after their labours, 
and thoſe whom the ſtudy and love 
of wildom had fitted ſor divine con- 
verſation. But now it is become no 
leis dangerous than it was hefore de- 
under it's diiguile, See there! juſt 
before you, Revenge, ſtalking by, ha- 
bited in the robe of Honour. Obſerve 


alone; if you aſk him his name, he 
will tell you it is Emulation or Glory. 
But the molt frequent intruder we 
have is Luſt, who ſucceeds now the 
deity to whom in better days this 
grove was intirely devoted. Virtuous 
Love, with Hymen, and the graces 
attending him, once reigned in this 
happy place; a Whole train of virtues 
waited on him, and no diſhonourable 
thought durſt preſume for admittance: 
but now, how is the whole proſpect 
changed! and how ſeldom renewed 


THE SPECTATOR. 
or diſpleaſed. The only companions 


firable : Vice has learned ſo to mimic 
Virtue, that it often creeps in hither 


not far from him Ambition ſtanding. 


© by ſome few who dare deſpiſe ſordid 


© wealth, and imagine themſelves fit 


« companions for to charming a dir 
s yinity [* -.. 

The goddeſs had no ſooner ſaid thus, 
but we were arrived at the utmoſt boun- 
daries of the wood, which lay contiguous 
to a plain that ended at the foot of the 
mountain. Here I kept cloſe to my 
guide, being ſolicited by ſeveral phan- 
toms, who aſſured me they would ſhew 
me a nearer way to the mountain of the 
muſes. Among the reſt Vanity was 


extremely importunate, having deluded _ 


infinite numbers, whom I ſaw wander- 


ing at the foot of the hill. I turned 


away from this deſpicable troop with 


diſdain, and addrettiing myſelt to my 


guide, told her, that as I had fome 
hopes I thould be able to reach up part 


of the aſcent, fo I deſpaired of having 


ſtrength enough to artain the plain on 
the top. But being informed by her 
that it was impoſiible to ſtand upon the 
ſides, and that if I did not proceed on- 
wards, I ſhould irrevocably fall down 
to the lowett verge, I reſolved to hazard 


any labour and hardthip in the attempt: 


ſo great a deſire had I of enjoying the 

ſatisfaction I hoped to meet with at the 

end of my enterprize! | | 
There were two paths which led up 


by different ways to the ſummit of the 
mountain; the one was guarded by the 


genius which preſides over the moment 
of our births. He had it in charge to 


examine the ſeveral pretenſions of thoſe 


who deſired to pais that way, but to 


admit none excepting thoſe only on 


whom Melpomone had looked with a 
propitious eye at the hour of their na- 
tivity. The other way was guarded by 
Diligence, to whom many of thoſe per- 
ſons applied who had met with a denial 
the other way; but he was ſo tedious 


in granting their requeſt, and indecd 
after admittance the way was ſo very 
intricate and laborious, that many, after 
they had made ſome progrefs, choſe 


rather to return back than proceed, and 
very few 8perſiſted fo long as to arrive 


at the end they propoſed. Beſides theſe 


two paths, which at length ſeverally led 
to the top of the mountain, there was 


a third made up of theſe two, which a 


little after the entrance Joined in one. 
This carried thoſe happy few, whoſe 
good fortune it was to find it, directly 


to the throne of Apollo. I do not 
know whether I ſhould even now have 


6N | had 
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had the reſolution to have: demanded 
entrance at either of theſe doors, had I 


not ſeen a peaſant- like man (followed 


by a numerous and lovely train of 
youths of both ſexes) inſiſt upon en- 
trance for all whom he led up, He put 
me in mind of the country clown who 
is painted in the map for leading Prince 
Eugene over the Alps. He had a bun- 
dle of papers in his hand, and produc- 


ed ſeyeral, which, he faid, were given 


to lim by ; OH witch he knew Apollo 
would allow as paſſes; among which, 
methought I ſaw ſome of my own writ- 
ing. The whole aſſembly was admit- 


ted, and gave, by their preſence, a new 


beauty and pleaſure to theſe happy man- 


ſions. I found the man did not pretend 

toenter himſelf, but ſerved as a kind of 
| foreſter i in the lawns to direct paſſengers, 
who by their own merit, or inſtructions 


he procured for them, had virtue enough 
to travel that way. I looked very at- 
tentively upon this kind homely bene- 
factor, and forgive me, Mr. Spectator, 
if I own to you I took him tor your- 
ſelf. We were no ſooner entered, but 
we were ſprinkled three times with the 


water of the fountain of Aganippe,which 
had power to deliver us from all harms, 
but only Envy, which reacheth even to 


the end of our journey. We had not 


proceeded far in the middle path when 


we arrived at the ſummit of the hill, 
where there immediately appeared to us 
two figures, which extremely engaged 
my attention: the one was a young 


| nymph in the prime of her youth and 
beauty; the had wings on her ſhoulders 


and feet, and was able to tranſport her- 
ſelf to the moſt diſtant regions in the 
ſmalleſt ſpace of time. She was con- 


tinually varying her dreſs, ſometimes. 
into the moſt Matural and becoming 


habits in the world, and at others into 
the moſt wild and freakiſh garb that can 
be imagined. 
man full aged and of great grayity, 
who corrected her inconſiſtencies by 


ſhewing them in this mirrour, and ſtill 


flung her affected and unbecoming or- 


naments down the mountain, which 
tell in the plain below, and were ga- 
thered up and wore with great ſatisfac- 


tion by thoſe that ink: cited it. The 
name of this nymph was Fancy, the 
daughter of Liberty, the moſt beautiful 
of all the mountain nymphs. The other 
was judgment, the offspring of Time, 
and the only child he acknowledged to 


There flood by her a 
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be his. A youth, who tet v upon a throng 
juit between them, was their genuine 
offspring; his name was Wit, and hig 
ſeat was compoſed of the works of the 
moſt celebrated authors. J could not 
but ſce with a ſecret joy, that though 
the Greeks and Romans made the ma- 
jority, yet our own countrymen were 
the next both in number and dignity, 
I was now at liberty to take a full pro- 
ſpe& of that delightful region. I was 
inſpir ed with new vigour and life, and 
ſaw every thing in nobler and more 
pleaſing views than before; I breathed 
a purer ther in a ſky which was a con- 
tinual azure, gilded with perpetual ſun- 
ſhinz. The two ſummits of the moun- 
tain rofe on each fide, and formed in the 
midſt a moſt delicious vale, the habita- 
tion of the mules, and of ſuch as had 
compoſed works worthy of immortality. 
Apollo was ſeated upon a throne of 
gold, and for a canopy an aged laurel 


ſpread it's boughs and it's ſhade over 
his head. His bow and quiver lay at 
his feet. He held his harp 1 in his hand, 


whilſt the muſes round about him cele- 
brated with hymns his victory over the 
ſerpent Python, and ſometimes turg in 
ſotter notes the loves of Leucothoe and 
Daphnis. Homer, Virgil, and Milton, 
were {cated the next to them. Behind 


were a great number of others, among 


whom I was ſurpriſed to ſee ſome in 
the habit of Laplanders, who notwith- 
ſtanding the uncouthneſs of their dreſs, 
had lately obtained a place upon the 
mountain. I ſaw Pindar walking alone, 
no one daring to accolt him, until Cow- 
ley joined himſelf to him; but growing 
weary of ore who. almoſt walked him 
out of breath, he left him for Horace 
and Anacreon, with whom he ſeemed 
infinitely delighted. 

A little furt. her J ſaw another groupe 
of figures ; I made up to them, and 
found it was Socrates dictating to Xe- 
nophon, apd the ſpirit of Plato; but 
moſt of all Muſzus had the greateſt 
audience about him. I was at too great 
a diſtance to hear what he ſaid, or to 
diſcover the faces of his hearers ; only 
I thought I now perceived Virgil, who 
had joined them, and ſtood in a Fenton 
full of admiration at the harmony ot his 
works. 

Laſtiv, at the very brink of the hill 
T faw Boccalipi ſending diſpatches to 
the world below of what pappe ned upon 


Parnaſſus : ; but I perceived he did it 


without 
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without leave of the inuſes, and by 
{tealth, and was unwilling to have them 
reviſed by Apollo. I could now from 
this height and ſerene ſky behold the 
infinite cares and anxieties with which 
mortals below ſought out their way 
through the maze of life. I ſaw the path 
of virtue lie ſtraight before them, whilit 
Intereſt, or ſome malicious demon, {till 


hurried them out of the way. I Was 


at once touched with pleaſure at my own 
happineſs, and compaſſion at the fight 


of their inextricable errors. Here the 


two contending paſſions roſe fo high, 
that they were inconſiſtent with the ſweet 
repole I enjoyed; and awaking with a 
ſudden ſtart, the only conſolation I 


could admit of for my loſs, was the 


hopes that this relation of my dream 
will not diſpleaſe you. 905 


No DXV. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21. 


PUDET ME ET MISERET, QUI HARUM MORES CANTABAT MIKI, MONU1S8B 


FRUSTRA 


TER. HEAUT. ACT 11. Sc. 2. 


LAM ASHAMED AND GRIEVED, THAT 1 NEGLECTED HIS ADVICE, WHO GAVE MBE 
THE CHARACTER OF THESE CREATVURESe 


MR. SPECTATOR) | 
Am obliged to you for printing the 
account I lately tent you of a coquette 


the city of London. That intelligence 


ended at her taking a coach, and bid- 


ding the driver go where he Knew. I 
could not leave her ſo, but dogged her, 


as hard as ſhe drove, to Paul's Church- 
yard, where there was a ſtop of coaches 


attending company coming out of the 
cathedral, This gave me opportunity 
to hold up a crown to her coachman, 
who gave me the ſignal, that he would 
hurry on, and make no haſte, as you 
know the way is when they tavour a 


chace. By his many kind blunders, 


driving againſt other coaches, and flip- 


ping off tome of his tackle, I could 
keep up with him, and lodged my fine 


lady in the pariſh of St. James's. As 
I gueſſed when I firſt ſaw her at church, 
her buſineſs is to win hearts and throw 
them away, regarding nothing but the 


triumph. I have had the happineſs, by 


tracing her through all with whom J 


| heard ſhe was acquainted, to find one 


who was intimate with a friend of mine, 
and to be introduced to her notice. I 


have made fo good uſe of my time, as 


to procure from that intimate of her's 


one of her letters, which ſhe writ to her 


when in the country. This epiſtle of 
her own may ſerve to alarm the world 
againſt all her ordinary lite, as mine, I 
hope, did thoſe who ſhall behold her at 
church. The letter was written laſt 
winter to the lady who gave it mez and 
I doubt not but you will find it the foul 


of an happy ſelf loving dame, that takes 


all the admiration ſhe can meet with, 
and returns none of it in love to her 
who diſturbed a ſober congregation in 


admirers. 


DEAR JENNY, by 
Am glad to find you are likely to be 
diſpoſed of in marriage ſo much ta 


your approbation as you tell me. You 
iay you are afraid only of me, for 1 
mall laugh at your ſpoule's airs. I beg 


of you not to fear 1t, for I am too nice 
a diſcerner to laugh at any but whom 
moſt other people think fine fellows ; 


ſo that your dear may bring you hither 
as ſoon as his horſes are in caſe enough 


to appear in town, and you will be very 


ſake againſt any raillery you may appre=- 


hend from me; for I am ſurrounded 


with coxcombs of my own making, who 


are all ridiculous in a manner your good 
man, I preſume, cannot exert himſelf. 


As men who cannot raiſe their fortunes, 
and are uneaſy under the incapacity of 
ſhining in courts, rail at ambition; fa 


do aukward and inſipid women, who 
cannot warm the hearts and chgrm the 


eyes of men, rail at affectation: but ſhe 


that has the joy of ſeeing a man's heart 
leap into his eyes at beholding her, is in 
no pain for want of eſteem among a 
crew of that part of her own ſex, who 
have no ſpirit but that of envy, and no 
language but that of malice. I do not 
in this, I hope, expreſs myſelf inſenſible 


of the merit of Leodacia, who lowers 


her beauty to all but her huſband, and 
never ſpreads her charms but to glad- 


den him who has a right in chem; I 
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ay, I do honour to thoſe who can be 
coquettes, and are not ſuch; but I de- 
ſpiſe all who would be fo, and in deſpair 
of arriving at it themſelves, hate and 
vilify all thoſe who can. But, be that 
as it will, in anſwer to your defire of 
knowing my hiſtory : one of my chief 
preſent pleaſures is in country-dances; 
and, in obedience to me, as well as the 
pleaſure of coming up to me with a good 
grace, ſhewing themſelves in their ad- 
dreſs to others in my preſence, and the 
like opportunities, they are all profi- 
cients that way: and I had the happi- 
neſs of being the other night where we 
made fix couple, and every woman's 
partner a profeſſed lover of mine. The 
wildeſt imagination cannot form to itſelf, 
on any occaſion, higher delight than I 
acknowledge myſelt to have been in all 
that evening. I choſe out of my ad- 


own lex who moſt envied me. | 
My way is, when any man who 1s 
my admirer, pretends to give himſelf 
airs of merit, as at this time a certain 
entleman you know did, to mortify 
bim by favouring in his preſence the 


moſt inſignificant creature I can find. 
At this ball I was led into the company 


by pretty Mr. Fanfly, who, you know, 
is the moſt obſequious, well ſhaped, 
well-bred woman's man in town. I at 
firſt entrance declared him my partner 
if 1 danced at all; which put the whole 
aſſembly into a grin, as forming no ter- 
rors from ſuch a rival. But we had 


not been long in the room, before I over- 


keard the meritorious gentleman above- 
mentioned ſay with an oath—“ There 
is no raillery in the thing, ſhe cer- 
© tainly loves the puppy.“ My gentle- 
man, when we were dancing, took an 
co ccaſion to be very ſoft in his oglings 
upon a lady he danced with, and whom 
he knew of all women I love moſt to 


outſhine. The conteſt began who fhould 


plague the other moſt. I, who do not 
care a farthing for him, had no hard 


taſk to outvex him. I made Fanfly, 


with a very little encouragement, cut 
capers co#þee, and then ſink with all the 
air and tenderneſs imaginable, 
he performed this, I obſerved the gen- 
tleman you know of fall into the ſame 
way, and imitate as well as he could 
the deſpiſed Fanfly, I cannot well give 
you, who are ſo grave a country, lady, 
the idra of the joy we have when we lee 
a ſtubborn heart CEE or a man of 


When 
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ſenſe turning fool for our ſakes ; but 
this happened to our friend, and I ex- 
pect his attendance whenever I go to 
church, to court, to the play, or the 
park. This 1s a facriftce dne ta us 
women of genius, who have the elo- 
quence of beauty, an ealy mien. I 
mean by an eaſy mien, one which can 
be on occaſion eafily afſected: for I 
muſt tell you, dear Jenny, I hold one 
maxim, which is an uncommon one, te 
wit, that our greateſt charms are owing 
to affectation. It is to that our arms 
can lodge ſo quietly juſt over our hips, 


and the fan can play without any force 


or motion, but juſt of the wriſt, It is 
to affectation we owe the penſive atten- 
tion of Deidamia at a tragedy, the ſcorn- 
ful approbation of Dulcimara at a ca- 
medy, and the lowly aſpect of Lanqui- 


celſa at a ſermon. 
mirers a ſet of men who moſt love me, 


and gave them partners of ſuch of my no pleaſure but in being admired, and 


have yet never failed of attaining the 


To tell you the plain truth, I know 


approbation of the man whoſe regard I 
had a mind to. You ſee all the men 


who make a figure in the world (as 


wile a look as they are pleaſed to put 
upon the matter) are moved by the ſame 
vanity as I am. What is there in am- 
bition, but to make other people's wills 
depend upon your's ? This indeed is not 
to be aimed at by one who has a genius 
no higher than to think of being a very 
good houſewife in a country gentleman's 
tamily. The care of poultry and pigs 
are great enemies to the countenance; 
the vacant look of a fine lady is not to 
be preſerved, if ſhe admits any thing to 
take up her thoughts but her own dear 
perſon. But I interrupt you too long 


from your cares, and myſelf from my 
_ conqueſts, I am, Madam, 


Four moſt humble ſervant. 


__ Give me leave, Mr. Spectator, to add 


her friend's anſwer to this epiſtle, who 
is a very diſcreet ingenious woman. 


DEAR GATTY, | 
1 Take your raillery in very good part, 

and am obliged to you tor the free 
air with which you ſpeak of your own 
gaieties. But this is but a barren ſu- 
perficial pleaſure. Indeed, Gatty, we 
are made for man, and in ſerious ſadneſs 
I muſt tell you, whether you yourſelt 


know it or no, all theſe gallantries tend 


to no other end but to be a wile and 3 
mother as faſt as you can. I am, Madam, 
Lour molt obedient ſervant ; 


o 


do nature, 
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mn—_—_ CGE, TIME OUT or Mi*D, BEGUN, 

AND MUTUALLY BEQUEATH'D FROM SIRE TO $0N 2 
RELIGIOUS SPITE, AND FTlOUE SPLEEN ZRED FIRST 
THE QUARREL, WHICH $SO LONG THE BIGOTS NURSTY? 
EACH CALLS THE OTHER'S GQD A SENSELESS STOCK 5 


MIS OWN, DIVINE, 


F all the monſtrous paſſions and 


opinions which have crept into the 
* : 
world, there is none ſo wonderful as 


that thoſe who profeſs the common name 


of Chriſtians, {hould purſue each other 
with rancour and hatred for differences 


in their way of following the example 


of their Saviour. It ſeems ſo natural 
that all who purſue the ſteps of any 
leader ſhould form themſelves after his 
manner, that it is impoſſible to account 
for effects ſo different from what we 


might expect from thoſe who profeſs 3 
themlelves followers of the higheſt pat- 
tern of meexneſs and charity, but by 


aſcribing ſuch effects to the ambition 
and corruption of thoſe who are o aus 
dacious, with ſouls full of fury, to ſerve 
at the altars of the God of peace. 

The maſſacres to which the church of 
Rome has animated the ordinary people, 


are dreadful inſtances of the truth ct 
this obſervation ; and whoever reads the 


hiſtory of the Iriſh rebcition, and the 


cruelties which enſued thereupon, will 


be ſufficiently convinced to what rage 


, » ** * 1 * 1 
poor ignorants may be worked up by 


thoſe who profeſs holiaeis, to become 
mcendiaries, and, under the diſpenta- 
tion of grace, promote evils abhorrent 

This ſubject and cataſtrophe, which 
deſerve ſo well to be remarked by the 
proteſtant world, will, I doubt not, be 
conſidered by the reverend and learned 
prelate that preaches to-morrow before 
many of the deſcendents of thoſe who 


_ periſhed on that lamentable day, in a 


manner ſuitable to the occaſion, and 


worthy his own great virtue and elo- 
quence. —- n | Jy 

I ſhall not dwell upon it any further, 
but only tranſeribe out of a littls tra't, 


the following manner. 
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called, The Chriſtian Hero, publiſned 


in 1701, what I find there in honour of 
the renowned hero, William III. who 


reſcued that nation from the repetition 


of the ſame diſaſters. His late Majeſty, 


of glorious memory, and the Moſt 


Chriſtian King, are conſidered at the 
coneluſion of that treatiſe as heads of the 
Proteſtant and Roman Catholic world in 


There were n:+ ever, before the en- 


trance of the chriſtian name into the 


£ 
© world, men who have maintained 2 
more renowned carriage, than the two 
great rivals who poſlels the full fame 


of the preſent age, and will be the 
theme and examination of the future. 
They are exactly formed by nature 
for thoſe ends to which Heaven ſeems 
to have fent them amongſt us: both 
animated with a reſtleſs deſire of glory, 
but purſue it by different means, and 
with different motives. To one it 
conſiſts in an extenſive undiſputed em- 
pire over his ſubjects, to the other in 
their rational and voluntary obedience: 


want of power, the other's in thcir 
want of deſire to oppoſe him. The 
one enjoys the ſummit of fortune with 


the luxury of a Perſian, the other with 


the moderation of a Spartan: one is 
made to oppreſs, the other to relieve 
the opprefled : the one is ſatisfied with 
the pomp and oſtentation of power to 
prefer and debaſe his inferiors, the 
other delighted only with the cauie 
and foundation of it to cheriſh and 
protect them. To one, therefore, re- 
livion is but a convenient dilguiſe, te 
the other a vigorous motive of action. 
« For without ſuch ties of real and 

| * loud 
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arts and artiſts, 


ſolid honour, there is no way of form- 
ing a monarch, but after the Machia- 
velian ſcheme, by which a prince 
muſt ever ſeem to have all virtues, but 
really to be maſter of none; but is to 
be liberal, merciful, and juſt, only as 
they ſerve his intereſts; while, with 
the noble art of hypocriſy, empire 
would be to be extended, and new 
conqueſts be made by new devices, by 
which prompt addreſs his creatures 
might inſenſibly give law in the buſi- 


neſs of life, by leading men in the en- 


tertainment of it. 


Thus when words and ſhow are apt 


to paſs for the ſubſtantial things they 


are only to exprels, there would need 


no more to enſlave a country but to 


adorn a court; for while every man's 


vanity makes him believe himſelf capa- 
ble of becoming luxury, enjoyments 
are a ready bait for ſufferings, and 
the hopes of preferment invitations to 
ſervitude; which ſlavery would be co- 
loured with all the agreements, as 
they call it, imaginable.” The nobleſt 
the fineſt peus and 
molt elegant minds, jointly employed 
to ſet it off, with the various embel- 


liſnments of ſumptuous entertain- 


ments, charming allemblies, and po- 
liſhed ditcourtes; and thoſe apoſtate 
abilities of men, the adored monarch 
might profulely and {kiitully encou— 
rage, while they flatter his virtue, and 
gid his vice at ſo high a rate, that he, 


without {corn of the one, or love of | 
the other, would alternately and oc- 


caſionally ule both: ſo that his bounty 


ſhould ſupport bim in his rapines, his 
mercy in his cruelties. | 


Nor is it to give things 2 more ſe⸗ 


vere look than is natural, to luppole 


ſuch mu it be the conſequences of a 


prince's s having no other purſuit than 
that of his own glory; for if we con- 


ſider an infant born into the world, 
ane beholding itlelf the mightictt 
thing in it, itielf the preſent amira- 
tion and future proſpect of a fawning 
people, who profe!s themſelves great 


or mean according to the figure he 
is to make amongſt them, What fancy | 
would not be ee, to believe 


they were but what they profeſſed 
themſelves, his mere creatures, and 
ule them as ſuch by purchaſing with 
tlieir lives a boundleſs renown, which 
he, for want of a more juſt proſpect, 


would place in the number of his 
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© ſlaves, and the extent of hls territo- 
© ries? Such undoubtedly would be the 
* tragical effects of a prince's living 
© with no religion, which are not to be 
« ſurpaſſed but vy his having a falſe 
© one. 

If ambition were ſpirited with zeal, 
© what would follow, but that his peo- 

ple ſhould be converted into an army, 
© whoſe ſwords can make right in power; 


and ſole controverly in belief ? And 


if men ſhould be ſtiff necked to the 
6 doctrine of that viſible church, let 
© them be contented with an oar and a 
© chain, in the midſt of ſtripes and an- 
« guiſh,to contemplate on him“ whoſe 
“ yoke is ealy, and whole burden is 


e light.“ . 


With a tyranny begun on his own 
ſubjects, and indignation that others 
© draw their breath independent of his 
* frown or ſmile, why ſhould he not 

proceed to the ſeizure of the world? 
* And if nothing but the thirſt of ſway 
* were the motive of his actions, why 
© ſhould treaties be other than mere 
© words; or folemn national compacts 


be any "thing but an halt in the march 


© of that army, who are never to lay 
© down their arms, until all men are re- 
« duced to the neceſſity of hanging their 
© lives on his wayward will; who might 
© ſupinely, and at leiſure, expiate his 
* own fins by other men's ſufferings, 


© while he daily meditates new flaugh- 


c ter, and new conqueſt? 
Por mere man, when giddy with 


© unbridled power, is an initiate idol, 


© not to be appeaſed with myriads of- 
* fered to his pride, which may be put- 
* fed up by the adulation of a baſe and 
* proſtrate world, into an opinion that 
© he is ſomething more than human, by 
8 being ſome thing leis: and, alas! what 
is there that mortal man will not be- 
© lieve of himſelf, when complimented 
«© with the attr ;butes of God? He can 
then conceive thoughts of a power as 
© omnipreſent as his. But ſhould there 


© be ſuch a foe of mankind now upon 


« earth, have our fins ſo far provoked 
Heaven, that we are left utterly naked 
« to his fury? Is there no power, no 
© leader, no genius, that can conduct 
© and animate us to our death or our 
defence? Yes; our great God never 
gave one to reign by his permiſſion, 
© but he gave to another, allo to reign 
© by his grace. | 
© All the circumſtances of the illuſ- 
485 trious 
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4 trious life of our prince ſeem to have 


conſpired to make him the check and 


bridle of tyranny ; for his mind has 
been ſtrenghtened and confirmed by 
one continued ſtruggle, and Heaven 
has educated him by adverſity to a 
quick ſenſe of the diſtreſſes and mile- 
ries of mankind, which he was born 


to redreſs : in juſt ſcorn of the trivial 


glories and light oftentations of power, 
that glorious inſtrument of Providence 
moves, like that, in a fteady, calm, 


of applauſe or calumny ; which ren- 


ders him, it not in a political, yet in 
a moral, a philoſophic, an heroic, and 
a chriſtian lenſe, an abſolute monarch; 
who, fatisfied with this unchangeable, 
jult, and ample glory, mult needs 
turn all his regards from himſeif to 
the ſervice of others; for he begins his 
enterpriſes with his own ſhare in the 
ſucceſs of them; for integrity bears 
in atfelf it's reward, nor can that which 
depends not on event ever know dil. 
appointment. N | 
With the undoubted character of a 
glorious captain, and (what he much 
© more values than the molt ſplendid 
F titles) that of a ſincere and honeſt 


> 


man, he is the hope and ſtay of Eu- 
rope, an univerſal good not to be in- 
orofled by us only ; for diſtant poten- 
tates implore his friendſhip, and in- 
jured empires court his aſſiſtance. He 
rules the world, not by an invaſion of 
the people of the earth, but the ad- 
dreſs of it's princes; and if that world 
ſhould be again rouſed from the repoſe 
which his prevailing arms had given 
it, why ſhould we not hope that there 


the terrible enemy that thinks himſelf 
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prepared for battle, may find he as 
but ripe for deſtruction? and that 


there may be in the womb of time great- 
incidents, which may make the cata- 


ſtrophe of a proſperous life as unfor- 


tunate as the particular icenes of it 
were ſucceſsful ? For there does not 


want a ſkiltul eye and reſolute arm to 
oblerve and graſp the occaſion; a 
prince, who from | 


—— Fuit Ilium et ingens 
Gloria | 


Troy is no more, and Ilium was a town. 
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HEU PIETAS! HEU PRISCA FIDES | wnnomnwc 


NIR ROUR OF ANCIENT FAITH | | 
UNDAUNTED WORTH! INVIOLABLE TRUTH ! 


WE laſt night received a piece of 
ill news at our club, which 
very ſenlibly afflicted every one of us. 
I quettion not but my readers themſelves 
will be troubled at the hearing of it. 
To keep them no longer in ſuſpence, 
Sir Roger de Coverley is dead. He 
departed this life at his houſe in the 
' fountry, after a few weeks ſickneſs. 
dir Andrew Freeport has a letter from 
one of his correſpondents in thoſe parts, 
that informs him the old man caught 
a cold at the county-ſcfſions, as he was 
very warmly promoting an addreſs of 

is own penning, in which he ſucceeded 
according to his wiſhes. But this par- 
ticular comes from a Whig jultice of 
peace, who was always Sir Roger's ene- 
my and antagoniſt. Ighave letters both 
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from the chaplain and Captain Sentry 


which mention nothing of it, but are 
filled with many particulars to the ho- 
nour of the good old man. I have like- 


wile a letter from the butler, who took 


ſo much care of me laſt ſummer when I 
was at the knight's houle. As my 
friend the butler mentions, in the ſin- 


plicity of his heart, ſeveral circumſtances 
the others have paſſed over in blence, I 
ſhall give my reader a copy of his letter, 


without any altcration or diminution. 


HONOURED SIR, | - 


| K NOWING that you was my old 


maſter's good friend, I could not 


forbear ſending you the melancholy news 

of his death, which has affected h 

whole country, as well as his poor ſer- 
hea vants, 
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vants, who loved him, I may ſay, better 
than we did our lives. I am afraid he 
caught his death the laſt county-ſeflions, 
where he would go to ſee juſtice done to 
a poor widow woman, and her father- 
leſs children, that had been wronged by 
a neighbouring gentleman z for you 
know, Sir, my good maſter was always 
the poor man's friend. Upon his com- 
ing home, the firft complaint he made 


was, that he had loſt his roaſt-beef 
 Romach, not being able to touch a ſir- 


loin, which was ſerved up according to 
cuſtom ; and you know he uſed to take 
great delight in it. From that time for- 
ward he grew worſe and worle, but ſtill 
kept a good heart to the laſt. Indeed 


we were once in great hope of his re- 


eovery, upon a kind mellage that was 


ſent him from the widow lady whom he 
had made love to the forty laſt years of 


Iris life; but this only proved a light- 
ning before death. He has bequeathed 


to this lady, as a token of his love, a 
great pearl necklace, and a couple of 


filver bracelets ſet with jewels, which 
telonged to my good old lady his mo- 
ther : he has bequeathed the tine white 
gelding, that he uſed to ride a hunting 


upon, to his chaplain, becau!e he thought 


he would be kind to him, and has left 
vou all his books. He has, moreover, 


bequeathed to the chaplain a very pretty - 
tenement with good lands about it. It 


Þeing a very cold day when he made his 


will, he left for mourning, to every 


man in the pariſh, a great frize coat, 


THE SPECTATOR. 
hand of his father Sir Arthur. The 


coffin was carried by fix of his tenants, 


and the pall held vp by fix of the quo. 


rum: the whole pariſh followed the 
corpſe with heavy hearts, and in their 
mourning ſuits, the men in frize, and 


the women in riding-hopds. Captain 


Sentry, my maſter's nephew, has taken 


poſſeſſion of the hall-houſe, and the 


whole eſtate. When my old maſter ſaw 
him a little before his death, he thook 
him by the hand, and wiſhed him joy of 
the eſtate which was falling to him, de- 
ſiring bim only to make a good uſe of 
it, and pay the ſeveral legacics, and the 
gifts of charity which he told him he 
had left as quit-rents upon the eſtate, 
The captain truly ſeems a courteous 
man, though he ſays but little, He 
makes much of thoſe whom my maſter 
loved, and ſnews great kindnets to the 


old houſe-dog, that you know my poor 
maſter was ſo fond of. It would have 
gone to vour heart to have heard the 


moans tne dumb creature made on the 
day of my maſter's death. He has 
never joyed himſelf ſince; no more 


has any of us. It was the melancholieſt 


day for the poor people that ever hap- 
pened in Worceſterſhire. This is all 
trom, honoured Sir, your moſt ſorrow- 
tul ſervants EDWARD Biscuit. 

P. 8. My maſter deſired, ſome weeks 
before he died, that a book, whick 
comes up to you by the carrier, ſhould 


be given to Sir Andrew Freeport, in his 


n Bee e erer, 1 1 8 


f and to every woman a black riding- name. 

hood. Tt was 2 moſt moving ſight to : T > 
1 Fee him take leave of his poor ſervants, This letter, notwithſtanding the poor * 
1 commending us all for our fidelity, whilſt butler's manner” of writing it, gave us : 
j we were not able to ſpeak a word for ſuch an idea of our good old friend, that * 
' weeping, As we molt of us are grown upon the reading of it there was not a E ; 
4 grey- headed in our dear maſter's ſervice, dry eye in the club. Sir Andrew open- * 
* left us penſions and legacies, ing the book, found it to be a collection * 
ö which we may live very comfortably of acts of parliament. There was in i 

zl upon the remaining part of our days. particular the A& of Uniformity, with ; f 
9 He has bequeathed a great deal more in ſome paſſages in it marked by Sir Ro- bh 
1 charity, which is not yet come to my ger's own hand. Sir Andrew found WW. 
| knowledge, and it is peremptorily ſaid that they related to two or three points, * 
[| in the pariſh, that he has left money to which he had diſputed with Sir Roger 10 
=_— build a ſtceple to the church; for he the laſt time he appeared at the club. * 


was heard to ſay ſome time ago, that if Sir Andrew, who would have been 
he lived two years longer, Coverley merry at ſuch an incident on another 
church ſhould have a ſteeple to it. The occaſion, at the fight of the old man's 
chaplain tells every body that he made hand-writing burſt into tears, and put 
a very good end, and never ſpeaks of the book into his pocket. Captain Sen- 
him without tears, He was buried, ac- try informs me, that the knight has left 
eording to his own directions, among rings and mourning for every one in che 
the family of the Coverlies, on the left- club. -#> SIR - 

| | . 
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Ne DXVIII. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24. 


MI SERUM EST ALIEN INCUMBERE TAMA, 


NT COLLAPSA RUANT SUBDUCTIS TECTA COLUMNIS, 


Juv. SAT. vIII. VER. 76, 


IS POOR RELYING ON ANOTHER'S FAME: 
FOR, TAKE THE PILLARS BUT AWAY, AND ALL 


THE SUPERSTRUCTURE MUST IN KUINS FALL. 


Fs being a day of buſineſs with 


me, I mutt make the preſent en- 
tertainment like a treat at an houſe- 
warming, out of ſuch preſents as have 
been ſent me by my gueſts. The firſt 


| diſh which I ſerve up 1s a letter come 
| freſh to my hand. ND 


MR SPECTATOR; © 
II is with inexpreſſible ſorrow that I 


hear of the death of good Sir Roger, 


and do heartily condole with you upon 


| ſo melancholy an occaſion. I think you 
F ought to have blackened the edges of a 
ö 880 which brought us ſo ill news, and to 


D 


ave had it ſtamped likewiſe in black. It 


zs expected of you that you ſhould write 
bis epitaph, and, if poilible, fill his 
place in the club with as worthy and di- 
verting a member. I queſtion not but 
| you will receive many recommendations 
from the public of ſuch as will appear 
candidates for that poſt. | 


Since I am talking of death, and have 


mentioned an epitaph, I mult tell you, 
| Sir, that I have made diſcovery of a 
| church-yard in which I believe you 
might ſpend an afternoon, with great 
| pleaſure to yourſelf and to the public: 
it belongs to the church of Stebon-heath, 
commonly called Stepney. Whether or 
no it be that the people of that pariſh have a 
particular genius for an epitaph, or that 
| there be ſome poet among them who 
| Widertakes that work by the great, I 
cannot tell; but there are more remark- 
able inſcriptions in that place than in any 
| Other I have met with; and I may ſay 
| without vanity, that there is not a gen- 
| tleman in England better read in tomb- 
| ones than myſelf, my ſtudies having 
| laid very much in church-yards. I ſhall 
beg leave to ſend you a couple of epi- 
taphs, for a ſample of thoſe I have juſt 
| how mentioned. They are written in a 
| bikcrent manner, the firſt being in the 


STEPNEY, 


diffuſed and luxuriant, the ſecond in the 
cloſe contracted ſtile. The firk has 


much of the ſimple and pathetic; the 


ſecond is ſomething light, but nervous. 


The firſt is thus 


Here Thomas Sapper lies interr'd. Ah why! 
Born in New England, did in London die; 
Was the third ſon of eight, begot upon 

His mother Martha by his father John. 
Much favour'd by his prince he 'gan to be, 


But nipt by death at th' age of twent/- three. 


Fatal to him was what we ſmall-pox name, 


By which his mother and two brethren came 


Alſo to breathe their laſt nine years before, 
And now have left their father to deplore 
The loſs of all his children, with his wife, 


Who was the joy and comfort of his lite. 


The ſecond is as follows 


Here lies the body of Daniel Saul, 
Spittle-ficlds weaver, and that's all. 


I will not diſmiſs you, whilſt I am upon 


this ſubject, without lending a ſhort 


epitaph which I once met with, though 
I cannot poſſibly recollect the place. 
The thought of it is ſerious, and in my 
opinion, the fineit that I ever met with 
upon this occaſion. You know, Sir, it 
is uſual, after having told us the name 
of the perſon who lies interred, tolaunch 
out into his praiſes. This epitaph takes 
a quite contrary turn, having been made 


by the perſon himſelf ſome time before 
his dean. | | 


Hic jacet R. C. in expectatione diet 
ſupremi. Qualis erat dies iſte indica- 
Here lieth R. C. in expectation of 


© the laſt day. What ſort of a man he 


© was, that day will diſcover.” 


: I am, Sir, &c. 13 
The following letter is dated from 


Cambridge. 
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SI, 
PAVIN G lately read among your 

ſpeculations, an eſſay upon phy- 
ſiognomy, I cannot but think that if 
you made a viſit to this ancient univer- 
fity, you might receive very conſider- 
able lights upon that ſubject, there be- 
ing ſcarce a young fellow in it who does 
not give certain indications of his parti- 
cular humour and diſpoſition conform- 
able to the rules of that art. In courts 
and cities every body lays a conftraint 
upon his countenance, and endeavours 
ro look like the reſt of the world ; but 
the youth of this place, having not yet 
formed themſelves by converſation, and 
the knowledge of the world, give their 
limbs and features their full play. 

As you have conſidered human na- 
ture in all it's lights, you muſt be ex- 
tremely well appriſed, that there is a 
very cloſe correſpondence between the 
outward and the inward man; that ſcarce 
the leaſt dawning, the leaſt parturiency 


* 


towards a thought can be ſtirring in the 


mind of man, without producing a ſuit- 
able revolution in his exteriors, which 


will eafily diſcover itſelf to an adept in 


the theory of the phiz. Hence it is, 


that the intrinſic worth and merit of a 


ton of Alma Mater is ordinarily cal- 


_ culated from the caſt of his viſage, the 


Contour of his perſon, the mechaniſm 
of his dreſs, rhe diſpoſition of his limbs, 
the manner of his gait and air, with a 
number of circumſtances of equal con- 
lequence and information: the practi- 
tioners in this art often make ule of a 
 gentleman's eyes to give them light into 


THE SPECTATOR, 


oftureof his brains; takes a handle 


f rom his nole, to judge of the ſize of hig 


intellects; and interpret the over much 
viſibility and pertneſs of one ear, as an 
infallible mark of reprobation, and a 
ſign the owner of ſo ſaucy a member 
fears neither God nor man. In con- 
formity to this ſcheme, a contracted 
brow, a lumpiſh down-caſt look, a ſober 
ſedate pace, with both hands dangling 
quiet and ſteady in lines exactly parallel 
to each lateral pocket of the galligaſkins, 
is logie, metaphyſics, and mathematics 
in perfection. So likewiſe the Belles 
Lettres are typifted by a ſaunter in the 
gait, a fall of one wing of the peruke 
backward, an inſertion of one hand in 
the fob, and a negligent ſwing of the 


other, with a pinch of right and fine 


Barcelona between finger and thumb, 
a due quantity of the fame upon the 
upper lip, and a noddle caſe loaden with 


pulvil. Again, a grave ſolemn ſtalk- 


ing pace is herotc poetry, and politics; 
an unequal one, a genius for the ode, 
and the modern ballad ; and an open 


breaſt, with an audacious diſplay of the 


holland fhirt, is conſtrued a fatal ten. 

dency to the art military. | 
I might be much larger upon theſe 

hints, but I know whom I write to. 


If you can graft any ſpeculation upon 


them, or turn them to the adyantage of 
tne perſons concerned in them, you will 


do a work very becoming the Britiſh 


Spectator, and oblige your very humble 
ſervant, | | 5 | 


Ne DXIX. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25. 


INDE KOMINUM PECUDUMQUE GENUS, VIT&AQUE vol AN Tux, 


KT QUA MARMOREO FE&RT MONSTRA SUB &QUORE PONTUS. 


VII C. EN. vi. VER. 725 


HENCE MEN AND BEASTS THE BREATH OF LIFE OBTAIN, 


AND BIRDS OF AIR, AND MONSTERS OF THE MAIN, 


FT Hoven there is a great deal of 


pleaſure in contemplating the ma- 
terial world, by which J mean that 
lyſtem of bodies into which nature has 
10 curiouſly wrought the maſs of dead 
matter, with the ſcveral relations which 


thoſe bodies bear to one another; there 


is ſtill, methinks, ſomething more won- 


derful zud lurpriſing in contemplations 


DRY DEN. 


on the world of life, by which I mean 
all thoſe animals with which every part 


of the univerſe is furniſhed. 


The ma- 


terial world is only the ſhell of the uni- 
verſe: the world of life are it's inhabi - 


tants. 


It we conſider thoſe parts of the ma» 
terial world which lie the neareſt to us, 


and are theretore ſubject to our obſer- 


vations 


Tou TWEER. 
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vations and inquiries, it is amazing to 


conſider the infinity of animals with 
which it is ſtocked. Every part of mat- 
ter is peopled ; every green leat ſwarms 
with inhabitants. There is ſcarce a 
ſingle humour in the body of a man, or 
of any other animal, in which our glaſſes 
do not diſcover myriads of living crea- 
tures. The ſurface of animals is alſo 
covered with other animals, which are 
in the fame manner the baſis of other 
animals that live upon it; nay, we find 
in the mot ſolid bodies, as in marble 
itſelt, innumerable cells and cavities 
that are crouded with ſuch impercepti- 
ble inhabitants, as are too little for the 
naked eye to diſcover. On the other 
hand, if we look into the more bulky 
parts of nature, we ſee the ſeas, Jakes, 
and rivers, teeming with numberleſs 
kinds of living creatures: we find every 
mountain and marſh, wilderneſs and 


wood, plentifully ſtocked with birds and 


beaſts, and every part of matter afford- 
ing proper neceſſaries and conveniencies 
for the livelihood of multitudes which 
inhabit it. gt” | 
The author of the Plurality of Worlds 
draws a very good argument from this 
conſideration, for the peopling of every 
planet; as indeed it ſeems very probable 
from the analogy of reaſon, that if no 


| part of matter, which we are acquainted 
| with, lies waſte nd uſeleſs, thoſe great 


bodies, which are at ſuch a diſtance 


| from us, ſhould not be deſert and un- 
peopled, but rather that they ſhould be 
| furniſhed with beings adapted to their 
| reſpeCtive ſituations. | 

| Exiſtence is a blefling to thoſe beings 
| only which are endowed with percep- 
tion, and is in a manner thrown away 
| Upon dead matter, any farther than as 
it is ſubſervient to beings which are con- 
| {cious of their exiſtence. 
| we find, from the bodies which lie un- 
der our obſervation, t!tat matter is only 
| made as the kaſis and ſupport of ani- 
| mals, and that there is no more of the 
one than what is neceſſary for the exiſt- 


Accordingly 


ence of the other. | 


Infinite goodneſs is of fo communica- 
dive a nature, that it ſeems to delight in 
| the conferring of exiſtence upon every 
degree of per-eptive being. As this is 


f ſpeculation, which I have often pur- 


| fued with gr-1" »leaſure to myſelt, I 
hall enlarge farther upon it, by conſi- 
dering that part of the ſcale of beings 
| which comes within our knowledge, 
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There are ſome living ereatures which 
are raiſed but juſt above dead matter. 
To mention only that ſpecies of ſhell- 
fiſh, which are formed in the faſhion of 
2 cone, that grow to the ſurface of ſe- 
veral rocks, and immediately die upon 
their being ſevered from the place where 
they grow. There are many other crea- 
tures but one remove from theſe, which 
have no other ſenſe beſides that of feel- 
ing and taſte. Others have ſtill an ad- 


ditional one of hearing; others of ſmell, 


and others of ſight. It is wonderful to 
obſerve, by what a gradual progreſs the 
world of life advances through a prodi- 
gious variety of ſpecies, before a crea - 
ture is formed that is complete in all it's 
ſenſes; and even among theſe there is 
ſuch a different degree of perfection in 
the ſenſe which one animal enjoys be- 


yond what appears in another, that 


though the ſenſe in different animals be 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſame common deno- 
mination, it ſeems almoſt of a different 
nature. If after this we look into the 
ſeveral inward perfections of cunning 


and ſagacity, or what we generally call 


inſtin&t, we find them riting after the 
ſame manner imperceptibly one above 
another, and receiving additional im- 
provements, according to the ſpecies in 
which they are implanted. This pro- 
greſs in nature is ſo very gradua}, that 
the moſt perfect of an inferior ſpecies 
comes very near to the moſt i;nperte& of 
that which is immediately above it. 

The ex uberant and overflowing good- 
nels of the Supreme Being, whole mercy 


extends to all his works, is plainly ſeen, 


as I have before hinted, from his having 
made fo very little matter, at leaſt what 
falls within our knowledge, that does 


not ſwarm with life: nor is his goodnels 


leſs ſeen in the diverſity, than in the mul- 
titude of living creatures. Had he only 


made one ſpecies of animals, none of 


the reſt would have enjoyed the happi- 
nets of exiſtence; he has, therefore, ſpe- 
cified in his creation every degree of life, 
every capacity of being. The whole 
chaim in nature, from a plant to a man, 
is filled up with diverſe kinds of crea- 
tures, riſing one over another, by ſuch 
a gentle and ealy aſcent, that the little 
tranſitions and deviations from one {pee 
cies to another are almoſt inſenſible. 
This intermciate ſpace is ſo well hut- 
banded and managed, that there is ſcarce 
a degree of perception which does not 
appear in tome one part of the world of 
| 6O3 ie. 
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life. Is the goodneſs or wiſdom of the 


Divine Being more manifeſted in this his 


proceeding ? | 
There is a conſequence, beſides thoſe 


I have already mentioned, which ſeems 


very naturally deducible from the fore- 


going conſiderations, If the {ſcale of 


being riſes, by luch a regular progr-ls, 
ſo high as man, we may by a parity of 
reaſon ſuppoſe that it ſtill proceeds gra- 
dually through thoſe beings which are 


of a ſuperior nature to him; fince there 


is an infinitely greater {pace and room 
for different degrees of perfection, be- 
tween the Supreme Being and man, 
thin between man and the moſt deſpica- 
ble inſet. The conſequence of ſo great 
a variety of beings which are ſuperior 
to us, from that variety which is infe- 
rior to us, is made by Mr. Locke, in a 


paſſage which I ſhall here ſet down, 
after having premiſed, that notwith- 
ſtanding there is ſuch infinite room be- 


tween man and his Maker, for the 
creative power to exert itlelf in, it is 
impoſſible that it ſhould ever be filled 


up, ſince there will be till an infinite 
gap or diſtance between the higheſt 


created being, and the Power which pro- 
gud dem... 5 
That there ſhould be more ſpecie 


.* of intelligent creatures above us, than 


„were are of ſenſible and material be- 


8 Jos V 1 8, is probable to me from hence; 


Tha!“ in all the viſible corporeal world, 


6 we ſee no chaſms, or no gaps. All 


© quite dos from us, the detcent is by 
c ealy ſteps, and a continued ſeries of 


« things, that in each remove differ very 


© ſittle one from he other, There are 
c fiſhes that have wings, and are not 


© ſtrangers to the airy region: and 


© there are ſome bird:\, that are inha- 


« pitants of the water, whoſe blood is 
£ cold as fiſhes, and ther fleſh ſo like 
© in taſte, that the ſcrupulous are al- 
© lowed them on fiſh days. There are 


animals ſo near of kin both to birds 
c and beaſts, that they are in th middle 
between both; amphibious animals 


© link the terreſtrial and aquatic toge- 
© ther: ſeals live at land and at fea, and 
e porpoiſes have the warm blocd and 


b entrails of a hog; not to mention 


ry 
6 
o 
3 
6 
4 
c 
4 
( 
c 
c 
c 
c 
« 
6 
gentle degrees aſcend upward from 
6 
0 
c 
* 
6 
c 
6 
c 
6 
u 
6 
t 
0 
6 


which ſo much deſerves our particular 


| Nexus utriuſque mundi. So that he 


_angels and archaugels, may lock upon 


ſay to corruption“ Thou art my la- 


* what is confidently reported of mer; 
maids or ſea- men. There are ſome 
brutes, that ſcem to have as much 
knowledge and reaſon, as ſome that 
dre called men; and the animal ard 
vegetable kingdoms are ſo nearly 
joined, that if you will take the loweſt 
of one, and the higheſt of the other, 
there will ſcarce be perceived any great 
difference between them: and 1o on 
until we come to the loweit and the 
molt inorganical part of matter, we 
thall find every where that the several 
ſpecies are linked together, and differ 
but in almoſt inſenſible degrees. And 
when we conſider the infinite power 
and wiſdom of the Maker, we have 
reaſon to think that it is ſuitable to 
the magnificent harmony of the uni. 
verſe, and the great debgn and infi.- 
nite goodneſs of the Architect, that 
the ſpecies of creatures ſhould alſo b 


us toward his infinite perfection, as 
we ſee they gradually deſcend from 
us downward ; which if it be proba» 
ble, we have reaſon then to be per. 
ſuaded, that there are far more ipe. 
cies of creatures above us, than there 
are beneath; we being in degrees of 
perfection much more remote from 
the infinite being of God, than we 
are from the loweſt ſtate of being, 
and that which approaches neareſt to 
nothing. And yet of all thoſe di- 
ſtinct ſpecies, we have no clear diſtin& 
ideas.“ | 
In this ſyſtem of being, there is no 
creature ſo wonderful in it's nature, and 


attention as man, who fills up the mid- 
dle ſpace between the animal and in'e!- 
lectual nature, the viſible and inviſible 
world, and is that link in the cha'nct 
beirgs, which has been often tei med the 


who in one leſpect is affociated with 
a being of infinite perfection as his fa- 
ther, and the higheſt order of {pints 


as his brethren, may in another 1eipi 


© ther;z? and to the worn. IT hou 2: 
my mother and my ſiſter,” 9 


Ky 
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No DXX, MONDAY, OCTOBER 27. 


Guis DESIDERIO SIT PUDOR AUT MODUS 


TAM.CHARI CAPITIS ? 


Hor. OD. xxiv. 1. 1. VER: 1. 


AND WHO CAN GRIEVE TOO MUCH? WHAT TIME SHALL END 


OUR MOURNING FOR SO DEAR A FRIEND? 


MR. SPECTATORg 


* juſt value you have expreſſed 


for the matrimonial ſtate, is the 
reaſon that I now venture to write to 
you, without fear of being ridiculous ; 
and confeſs to you, that though it is 
three monchs fince J loſt a very agree- 


able woman, who was my wife, my 


ſorrow is (till freſh ; and I am often, in 
the midſt of company, upon any cir- 
cumſtance that revives her memory, 
with a reflection what ſhe would ſay or 
do on ſuch an occation : I ſay, upon any 
occurrence of that nature, which I can 
give you a ſenſe of, though I cannot 
expreſs it wholly, I am all over ſoftneſs, 
and am obliged to retire, and give way 


to a few ſighs and tears, before I can 
be eaſy. I cannot but recommend the 


ſubject of male widowhood to you, and 


| beg of you to touch upon it by the firſt 
opportunity. To thoſe who have not 


lived like huſbands during the lives of 
their ſpouſes, this would be a taſteleſs 
jumble of words ; but to ſuch (of whom 
there are not a few) who have enjoyed 
that ſtate with the ſentiments proper for 
it, you will have every line, which hits 
the ſorrow, attended with a tear of pity 
and conſolation, For I know not by 


what goodneſs of Providence it is, that 


every guſh of paſſion is a ſtep towards 


the relief of it; and there is a certain 


comfort in the very act of ſorrow, which, 


I ſuppoſe, ariſes from a ſecret conſeiouſ- 
neſs in the mind, that the affliction it is 
under flows from a virtuous cauſe, My 
concern is not indeed ſo outrageous as 
at the fart tranſport ; for I think it 
has ſubſided rather into a ſober ſtate of 


= 


mind, than any actual perturbation of 
ſpirit. There might be rules formed 


for men's behaviour on this great inci- 


dent, to bring them from that misfor- 


tune into the condition I am at preſent ; 
which is, I think, that my ſorrow has 
converted all roughneſs of temper into 


meekneſs, good-nature, and compla- 


cency: but, indeed, when in a ſerious 
and lonely hour I preſent my departed 
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conſort to my imagination, with that 
air of perſuaſion in her countenance 
when I have been in paſſion, that ſweet 


affability when I have been in good- 


humour, that tender compaſſion when I 
have had any thing which gave me un- 
eaſineſs; I confeſs to you I am incon- 
ſolable, and my eyes guſh with grief as 
if J had ſeen her but juſt then expire. 
In this condition I am broken in upon 
by a charming young woman, my daugh- 
ter, who is the picture of what her mo- 
ther was on her wedding- day. The 
good girl ſtrives to comfort me; but how 
ſhall I let you know that all the com- 


fort ſhe gives me 1s to make my tears 
flow more eaſily ? The child knows ſhe 


quickens my ſorrows, and rejoices my 
heart at the ſame time. Oh, ye learned! 
tell me by what word to ſpeak a mo- 
tion of the ſoul, for which there is no 
name. When ſhe kneels and bids. me 
be comforted, ſhe is my child; when I 
take her in my arms, and bid her ſa 
no more, ſhe 1s my very wife, and is the 
very comforter I lament the loſs of, I 
baniſh her the room, and weep aloud 
that I have loſt her mother, -and that L 
J ales | 
Mr. Spectator, I wiſh it were poſſible 
for you to have a ſenſe of theſe pleaſing 
perplexities z you might communicate 
to the guilty part of mankind, that they 


are incapable of the happineſs which is 


in the very ſorrows of the virtuous. _ 
But pray ſpare me a little longer; 

give me leave to tell you the manner of 
her death, She took leave of all her 
family, and bore the vain application of 
medicines with the greateſt patience ima- 
ginable. When the phyſician told her 
ſhe mult certainly die, ſhe deſired, as 
well as ſhe could, that all who were pre- 
ſent, except myſelf, might depart the 


room. She faid ſhe had nothing to ſay, 


tor ſhe was reſigned, and I knew all ſhe 
knew that concerned us in this world 
but ſhe deſired to be alone, that in the 
preſence of God only ſhe might, with« 
out interruption, do her laſt duty to os | 
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of thanking me for all my kindneſs to 
her ; adding, that ſhe hoped in my laſt 
moments I ſhould feel the ſame comfort 
for my goodneſs to her, as ſhe did in 
that ſhe had acquitted herſelf with ho- 
nour, truth, and virtue, to me. 

I curb myſelf, and will not tell you 
that this kindneſs cut my heart in twain, 
when I expected an accuſation for ſome 


paſſionate ſtarts of mine, in ſome parts 


of our time together, to ſay nothing 


but thank me for the good, if there was 


any good ſuitable to her own excellence ! 
All that I had ever ſaid to her, all the 


_ circumſtances of ſorrow and joy between 


us, crouded upon my mind in the ſame 


inſtant ; and when immediately after I 
faw the pangs of death come upon that 
dear body which I had often embraced 


with tranſport, when I ſaw thoſe che- 


riſhing eyes begin to be ghaſtly, and 


their laſt ſtruggle to be to fix themſelves 
on me, how did I loſe all patience ! She 
expired in my arms, and in my diſtrac- 
tion I thought I ſaw her boſom {till 
heave. . There was certainly life yet ſtill 


left; I cried : She juſt now {poke to me: 


but alas! I grew giddy, and all things 
moved about me from the diſtewper of 
my own head; for the beſt of women 


was breathleſs, and gone for ever. 


Naw the doctrine I would, methinks, 
he ve you raiſe from this account I have 
given you, is, That there 1s a certain 


_ Equanimity in thoſe who are good and 


juſt, which runs into their very ſorrow, 
and diſappoints the force of it. Though 
they mt paſs through afflictions in 
common with all who are in human na- 
ture, yet their conſcious integrity {hall 
undermine their affliction; nay, that very 


erity, from a reflection of the uſe of 


moſt humble ſervant, 
affliction ſhall add force to their inte- | 
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virtue in the hour of affliction. I HN 
down with a deſign to put you upon 
giving us rules how to overcome ſuch 
griefs as theſe, but I ſhould rather ad- 
viſe you to teach men to be capable of 
them. | | 

You men of letters have what you 
call the fine taſte in your apprehenſions 
of what 1s properly = or faid : there 
is ſomething like this deeply grafted in 
the ſoul of him who is honeſt and faith. 
ful in all his thoughts and actions. 
Every thing which is falſe, vicious, or 
unworthy, is deſpicable to him, though 
all the world ſhould approve it. At 
the tame time he has the moſt lively ſen. 
ſibility in all enjoyments and ſufferings 
which it is proper for him to have, 
where any duty of life is concerned. 
To want ſorrow when you in decenc 
and truth ſhould be afflicted, is, I ſhould 
think, a greater inſtance of a man's be- 
ing a blockhead, than not to know the 
beauty of any paſſage in Virgil. You 
have not yet obſerved, Mr. Spectator, 
that the fine gentlemen of this age ſet 


up for hardneſs of heart, and humanity 


has very little ſhare in their pretences. 
He is a brave fellow who 1s always 


ready to kill a man he hates, but he 


does not ſtand in the ſame degree of 
eſteem wha laments for a woman he 
loves. I ſhould fancy you might work 
up a thouſand pretty thoughts, by re- 
flecting upon the perſons moſt ſuſcepti- 


ble of the fort of ſorrow I have ſpoken 


of, and I dare ſay you will find upon 
examination, that they are the wiſeſt 


and the braveſt of mankind who are the 


molt capable of it. I am, Sir, your 


F. Ja 


Norwicn, 5 
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Mn. SPECTATOR, 


I Have been for many years loud in 


this aſſertion, that there are very few 


that can ſee or hear, I mean, that can 


report what they have ſeen or heard; 
and this through incapacity or prejudice, 


one of which diſables almoſt every man 


who talks to you from repreſenting 


things as he ought, For which reaſon 


I am come to a reſolution of believing 
nothing I hear; and I contemn the man 


given to nurrations under the appellation 
of a matter-of- fact man: and accord- 
ing to me, a matter- of- fact man is one 
whoſe life and converſation is ſpent in 
the report of what is not matter-of- 
fact. e p „ 
[ remember when Prince Eugene was 
| 5 heres 
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here, there was no knowing his height 
or figure, until you, Mr. Spectator, 
gave the public ſatisfaction in that mat- 
ter. In relations, the force of the ex- 
preſſion lies very often more in the look, 
the tone of voice, or the geſture, than 
the words themſelves z3 which being re- 
peated in any other manner by the un- 
diſcerning, bear a very different inter- 
pretation from their original meaning. 
I mult confeſs, I formerly have turned 
this humour of mine to a very good ac- 
count; for whenever I heard any nar- 
ration uttered with extraordinary vehe- 
mence, and grounded upon conliderable 
authority, I was always ready to lay 
any wager that it was not ſo: indeed 1 
never pretended to be fo raſh, as to fix 
the matter any particular way in oppo- 


Ktion to their's; but as there are a hun- 


dred ways of any thing happening, be- 
ſides that it has happened, I only con- 
troverted it's falling out in that one 
manner as they ſettled it, and left it to 
the ninety-nine other ways, and conſe- 
quently had more probability of ſucceſs. 
I had arrived at a particular ſkill in 
warming a man fo far in his narration, 
as to make him throw in a little of the 


marvellous, and then, if he has much 


fire, the next degree is the impoſſible. 
Now this is always the time for fixing 
the wager. 
management, otherwiſe very probably 


the diſpute may ariſe to the old deter- 


mination by battle. In theſe conceits 
J have been very fortunate, and have 


won ſome wagers of thoſe who have 


| profeſſedly valued themſelves upon in- 
| telligence, and have put themſelves to 
| great charge and expence to be miſin- 
formed conſiderably ſooner than the reſt 
of the world, 1 
Having got a comfortable ſum by 
| this my oppoſition to public report, I 
have brought myſelf now to ſo great a 
perfection in inattention, more eſpe- 
clally to party-relations, that at the ſame 


time I ſeem with greedy ears to devour - 


up the diſcourſe, I certainly do not 
know one word of it, but purſue my 
owh courſe of thought, whether upon 
buſineſs or amuſement, with much tran- 
quility : T ſay inattention, becauſe a late 
act of parliament has ſecured all party- 
liars from the penalty of a wager, and 
conſequently made it unprofitable to 
attend to them. However, good-breed- 
ng obliges a man to maintain the figure 
ot the keeneſt attention, the true poſture 


But this requires the niceſt 


and are called Reciters. 
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of which in a coffee-houſe I take to 
conſiſt in leaning over a table, with the 
edge of it preſſing hard upon your ſto- 
mach: for the more pain the narration 
is received with, the more gracious is 


your bending over. Beſides that the 


narrator thinks you forget your pain, 
by the pleaſure of hearing him. | 
Fort Knock has occafioned ſeveral 
very perplexed and inelegant heats and 
animoſities; and there was one the other 
day in a coffee-houſe where I was, that 
took upon him to clear that buſineſs to 
me, for he ſaid he was there. I knew 
him to be that ſort of man that had not 
ſtrength of capacity to be informed of 
any thing that depended merely upon 
his being an eye-witneſs, and therefore 
was fully ſatisfied he could give me no 
information, for the very fame reaſon 


he believed he could, for he was there, 


However, I heard him with the fame 


greedineſs as Shakeſpeare deſcribes in 
the following lines: 


I ſaw a ſmith ſtand on his hammer, thus, 
With open mouth, ſwallowing a taylor's news. 


I confeſs of late J have not been fs 
much amazed at the declaimers in coffee- 
houſes as I formerly was, being ſati(- 
fied that they expect to be rewarded for 
their vociferations. Of theſe liars there 
are two forts, The genius of the firſt 
conſiſts in much impudence and a ſtrong 
memory; the others have added to theſe 


qualifications a good underſtanding and 


ſmooth language. 'Thele therefore have 


only certain heads, which they are as 
eloquent upon as they can, and may be 


called Embelliſhers; the others repeat 
only what they hear from others as lite- 
rally as their parts or zeal will permit, 
Here was a 
fellow in town ſome years ago, who 
uſed to divert himſelf by telling a lye 


at Cliaring-Croſs in the morning at 


eight of the clock, and then following 


it through all parts of the town, until 
eight at night; at which time he came 


to a club of his friends, and diverted 


them with an account what cenſure it 
had at Will's in Covent Garden, how 
dangerous it was believed to be at Child's, 
and what inference they drew from it 


with relation to ftocks at Jonathan's. 


I have had the honour to travel with 
this gentleman I ſpeak of in ſearch of 
one of his falſhoods; and have been 
preſent when they have deſcribed the 
very man they have ſpoken to, as uy 

1 wie 
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who firſt reported it, tall or ſhort, black 
or fair, a gentleman or a raggamuffin, 
according as they liked the intelligence. 
1 have heard one of our ingenious 
writers of news ſay, that when he has 
had a cuſtomer come with an advertiſe- 


ment of an apprentice or a wife run 


away, he has defired the advertiſer to 


compoſe himſelf a little, before he dic- 


tated the deſcription of the offender: for 
when a perſon 1s put into a public pa- 
per by a man who is angry with him, 
the real deſcription of ſuch perſon is 

hid in the deformity with which the 
angry man deſcribed him; therefore this 


| fellow always made his cuſtomer de- 


|  feribe him as he would the day before 


THE SPECTATOR, 


he offended, or elſe he was fure he would 
never find him out. Theſe and many 
other hints I could ſuggeſt to you for 
the elucidation of all fictions; but 1 
leave it to, your own ſagacity to improve 
or neglect this ſpeculation. I am, Sir, 
Your molt obedient humble ſervant. 


POSTSCRIPT TO THE SPECTATOR, 
- NUMBER 502, 5 

N. B There are in the play of The 
Self- Tormentor of Terence, which is 
allowed a molt excellent comedy, ſeveral 
incidents which would draw tears from 
any man of ſenſe, and not one which 
would move his laughter, „ 
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en— A DJURO NUNQUAM TAM ME DESERTU RU; | 

NON, $1 CUPIUNDOS MIHI SCIAM ESSE INIMICOS OMNES HOMINES. 

HANC MIHI EXPETIVI, CONTIGIT: CUNVENIUNT MORES: VALEANT, 
 QUI INTER NOS D3SCIDIUM VOLUNT: HANC NISI MORS, MI ADIMET NEMO» 


TzR. AN DR. ACT» 4. sc. 2. 


Xx SWEAR NEVER TO FORSAKE HTR; No, THOUGH 1 WERE SURE TO MAKE ALL. 
MEN MY ENEMIES: HER 1 DESIRED 3 HER I HAVE OBTAINED OUR HUMOURS 
AGREE: PERISH ALL THOSE WHO WOULD SEPARATE us I DEATH ALONE 


SHALL DEPRIVE ME OF RER. 


I Should efteem myſelf a very happy 


man, if my ſpeculations could in the 


leaſt contribute to the rectifying the con- 


duct of my readers in one of the moſt im- 

rtant affairs of life, to wit, their choice 
an marriages. This ſtate is the foundation 
of community, and the chief band of ſo- 
ciety; and I do not think I can be too fre- 
quent on ſubje&ts which may give light 
to my unmarried readers in a particular 
which is ſo eſſential to theirfollowing hap- 
pineſs or miſery, A virtuous diſpoſition, 
à good underſtanding, an agreeable per- 
fon, and an eaſy fortune, are the things 
which ſhould be chiefly regarded on this 
occaſion. Becauſe my preſent view is 
to. direct a young lady, who, I think, 
as now in doubt whom to take of many 
lovers, I ſhall talk at this time to my 
female reader. | 
was going to ſay, of ſenſe, beauty, and 
riches, are what are certainly the chief 
motives to a prudent young woman of 
fortune for changing her condition ; but 


as ſhe is to have her eye upon each of 


theſe, ſhe is to aſk herſelf whether the 
man who has moſt of theſe recommen- 
dations in the lump is not the moſt de- 


The advantages, as I. 


heavy that is not joytul. 


-frable. He that has excellent talents, | 


with a moderate eſtate, and an agreeable 
perſon, is pretcrable to him who is only 
rich, if it were oniy that good faculties 
may purchaſe riches, but riches cannot 
purchale worthy endowments. I do 
not mean that. wit, and a capacity to 
entertain, is what ſhould be highly va- 


lued, except it is founded upon good- 
nature and humanity. There are man 


ingenious men, whoſe abilities do little 


elſe but make themſelves and thoſe about 


them unealy: ſuch are thoſe who are far 
gone in the pleatures of the town, who 


cannot ſupport life without quick ſenſa- 


tions and gay reflections, and are ſtran- 


gers to tranquillity, to right reaſon, and 


a calm motion of ſpirits without tranſ- 
port or dejection. Theſe ingenious 
men, of all men living, are moſt to be 
avoided by her who would be happy in 


a huſband. They are immediately tated 


with poſſeſſion, and muſt neceſſarily fly 
to new acquititions of beauty, to.pals 
away the whiling moments and intervals 
of [ie for with them every hour is 
But there is 
a ſort of man of wit and ſenſe, that can 
reflect 
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tefledt upon his own make, and that of 
his partner, with the eyes of reaſon and 
honour, and who believes he offends 
againſt both theſe, if he does not laok 
upon the woman (who choſe him to be 
under his protection in fickne!'s and 
health) with the utmoſt gratitude, whe- 
ther from that moment ſhe 18 ſhining or 


defeRive in perſon or mind: I fay, there 


are fhoſe who think themſelves bound 
to ſupply with good-nature the failings 
of thole who love them, and who always 
think thoſe the objects of love and pity, 
who came to their arms the objects of 
joy and admiration. | 1 

Olf this latter ſort is Lyſander, a man 
of wit, learning, ſobriety, and good- 
nature, of birth and eſtate below no 
woman to accept, and of whom it might 
be ſaid, ſhould he ſucceed in his preſent 
wiſhes, his miſtreſs raiſed his fortune, 
but not that ſhe made it. When'a wo- 
man is deliberating with herſelf whom 


| the ſhall chuſe of many near each other 


in other pretenſions, certainly he of beſt 
"underſtanding is to be preferred. Lite 
hangs heavily in the repeated converſa- 


tion of one who has no imagination to 
be fired at the ſeveral occaſions and ob- 


jets which come before him, or who 
cannot ſtrike out of his reflections new 
paths of pleaſmg diſcourſe. Honeſt Will 


'Thraſh and his wite, though not mar- 


ried above four months, have ſcarce, had 
aword to ſay to each other this ſix weeks; 
and one cannot form to one's felt a ſillier 
picture than theſe two creatures in ſo- 
lemn pomp and plenty unable to enjoy 
their fortunes, and at a fuil ſtop among 
2 crowd' of ſervants, to whoſe taſte of 
life they are beholden for the little ſatiſ- 
factions by which they can be under- 
ſtood to be ſo much as barely in being. 
The hours of the day, the diftinions 
cf noon and night, dinner and ſupper, 
are the greateſt notices they are capable 
ok. This is perhaps repreſenting the 
life of a very modeſt woman, joined to a 


dull fellow, more inſipid than it really de- 
ſerves; but. T am furs it is not to exalt the 


commerce with an ingenious companion 
too high, to ſay that every new accident 
or obje&, which comes into ſuch'a gen- 
tleman's way, gives his wife new plea- 
lures and ſatisfactions. [The approba- 
tion of his words and actions is a con- 
tinual new feaſt to her, nor can ſhe 
enough applaud her good fortune in hav- 
ing her life varied every hour, her mind 
more improved, and her. heart more 
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glad from every circumſtance which 
they meet with. He will lay ont his 
invention in forming new pleaſures and 
amuſements, and make the fortune the 
has brought him ſubſervient to the ho- 
nour and reputation of her and hers. A 
man of ſenſe who is thus obliged, is ever 
contriving the happineſs of her who did 
him ſo great a diſtinction; while the 
fool is ungrateful without vice, and 
never returns a favour becauſe he. is not 
ſenſible of it. I would, methinks, have 
ſo much to ſay for myſelf, that if I fell 
into the hands of him who treated me 
ill, he ſhould be ſenfible when he did ſoa 
his conſcience ſhould be of my ſide, 
whatever became of his juclinations I 
do not know but it is the inſipid choice 
which has been made, by thoſe who have 
the care of young women, that the mar- 
riage ſtate itſelf has been liable to 'fo- 
much ridicule- But a well choſen love, 
moved by paſſion on both ſides; and 
perfected by the generoſity of one party, 
mult be adorned with ſo many hand- 
ſome incidents on the other ſide, that 
oy particular couple would be an ex- 
ample in many circumſtances to all the 
reſt of the ſpecies. I ſhall-end the chat 
upon this ſubject with a couple of let- 
ters, one from a lover, who is very well 
acquainted with the way of bargaining 
on theſe occaſions; and the other from 
his rival, who has a leſs eſtate, but great 
gallantry of temper. * As for my man 


of prudence, he makes love, as he fays, 
as if he were already a father, and lay- 


ing aſide the paſſion, comes to the reaſop 
of the thing. V 


MADAM), 


| M* counſel has peruſed the inven- 


tory of your eſtate, and conlidered 
what eſtate you have, which, it ſeems, 
is only yours, and to the male-heirs of 


your body; but, in default of ſuch ifſue, 
to the right heirs of your uncle Edward 


for ever. Thus, Madam, I am ad- 
viſed you cannot (the remainder not be- 


ing in you) dock the entail; by which 
means my eſtate, which is fee-ſimple, 
will come by the ſettlement propoſed to 
your children begotten by me, whether 
they are males or females: but my chi. 
dren begotten upon you will not inherit 


your lands, except I beget a ſon. Now, 


Madam, fince things are ſo, you are a 
woman bf that prudence, and under- 
ſtand the work ſo well, as not to expect 
I ſhould give you more than you can 
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give me. 1 Am,; Madam, (with great 
reſpect) your moſt obedient humble 


want, | 

+ 1 

The other lover's eſtate is leſs than 
this gentleman's, but he expreſfed him - 
ſelf as follows— 


MA DAM, 8 s 


J Have given in my eſtate to your coun- 


ſel, and deſired my own lawyer to 
inſiſt upon no terms which your friends 
ean propoſe for your certain eaſe and 


advantage; for indeed I have no notion 


of making difficulties of preſenting you 


devoted humble ſervant, 


0 or at, and uncle Edward is to be 
dea 


with what cannot make me happy with 
out you. I am, Madam, your moſt 


B. 1 


You muſt know the relations have 
met upon this, and the girl being migh- 
tily taken with the latter epiſtle, ſhe is 


t with to make her a ſuitable match 
to the worthy gentleman who has told 
her he does not care a farthing for her, 
All I hope for is, that the lady fair will 
make uſe of the firſt light night to ſhow 
B. T. fhe underſtands a marriage is not 
to be conſidered as a common bargain, 


Ne DXXUI. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30. 


| NUNC AUGUR APOLLO, „ 
NUNC LYCIZ SORTES, NUN c ET JOVE MISSUS AB 1760 
8 INTERPRES DIVUM FEN T HORIDA JUSSA PER AURAS» 
SCILICET IS SUPERIS 430 


NOW LYCIAN LOTS, AND NOW THE DELIAN GOD 

NOW HERMES IS EMPLOY'D FROM JOVE'S ABODE, 
TO WARN HIM HENCE; AS IF THE PEACEFUL STATE 
OF REAVENLY POW RS WERE TOUCH'D WITH HUMAN FATE ! 


Am always highly delighted with 
the diſcovery of any riſing genins 
among, my countrymen. For this rea- 
fon 1 have read over, with great plea- 
ſure, the late miſcellany publiſhed by 
Mr. Pope, in which there are many ex- 
cellent compoſitions of that ingenious 


gentleman. I have had a pleaſure of 


the ſame kind in peruſing a poem that is 
Juſt publiſhed © on the proſpect of peace,? 
and which, I hope, will meet with ſuch 
à reward from it's patrons, as ſo noble 
a performance deſerves. I was parti- 
_cularly well pleaſed to find that the au- 
thor had not amuſed himſelf with fables 
out of the Pagan Theology, and that 
when he hints at any thing of this na- 
ture he alludes to it only as to a fable. 
Many of our modern authors, whoſe 
jearning very often extends no farther 
than Ovid's Metamerphoſes, do not 
know how to celebrate a great man, 
without mixing a parcel of ſchool- boy 
tales with the recital of his actions. If 
you read a poem on a fine woman, 
among the authors of this claſs, you 
Sal} ice that it turne more upon Venus 


or Helen, than on the party concerned. 


ing to hear ſome of the beautiful pal- 


of a river-god, or have been forced to 


allowed to enliven a theme, or point an 
epigram with a heathen god; but when 


VIã c. Ex. Iv. VER, 370. | 


Daypen, 


I have known a copy of verſes on a great 
hero highly commended; but upon aſk- 


ſages, the admirer of it has repeated to 
me a ſpeech of Apollo, or a deſcription. 
of Polypheme. At other times, when J 
have ſearched for the actions of a great 
man, who gave a ſubject to the writer, 
I have been entertained with the exploits 


attend a fury in her miſchievous pro- 
greſs, from one end of the poem to the 
other. When we are at ſchool it is ne- 
ceſſary for us to be acquainted with the 
ſyſtem of Pagan theology, and may bs 


we would write a manly panegyric, that 
ſhould carry in it all the colours of truth, 
nothing can be more ridiculous than to 
have recourſe to our Jupiters and Junos. 
No thought is beautiful which is not 
juſt; and no thought ean be juſt which 
is not founded in truth, or at leaft in 
that which paſſes for ſuch. | 
In mock heroic poems, the uſe of the 

: | heathen 
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heathen mythology is not only excuſable 
but graceful, becauſe it is the deſign of 
ſuch compolitions to divert, by adapt- 
ing the fabulous machines of the ancients 
to low ſubjects, and at the ſame time by 
ridiculing ſuch kinds of machinery in 
modern writers. If any are of opinion, 
that there is a neceſſity of admitting 
theſe claſſical legends into our ſerious 
compoſitions in order to give them a 
more poetical turn; I would recommend 
to their conſideration the paſtorals of 
Mr. Phillips. One would have thought 
it impoſſible for this kind of poetry to 
have ſubſiſted without fauns and ſatyrs, 
wood -nymphs and water-nymphs, with 
all the tribe of rural deities : but we ſee 
he has given a new life, and a more na- 
tural beauty to this way of writing, by 


ſubſtituting in the yu of theſe anti- 


quated fables, the ſuperſtitious mytho- 
logy which prevails among the ſhepherds 
of our own country. | | 

Virgil and Homer might compliment 
their heroes, by interweaving the actions 
of deities with their atchievements ; but 
for a Chriſtian author to write in the 
Pagan creed, to make Prince Eugene a 
favourite of Mars, or to carry on a cor- 
reſpondence between Bellona and the 


Marſhal de Villars, would be down- 


right puerility, and unpardonable in a 
poet that is paſt ſixteen. It is want of 
ſufficient elevation in a genius to de- 
ſcribe realities, and place them in a 
ſnining light, that makes him have re- 
courſe to ſuch trifling antiquated fables; 
as a man may write a fine deſcription of 
Bacchus or Apollo, that does not know 
how to draw the character of his con- 
temporaries. | _— | 
In order therefore to put a ſtop to this 
abſurd practice, I ſhall publiſh the fol- 


55 lowing edict, by virtue of that ſpecta- 


torial authority with which I ſtand in- 
veſted. | Eg, 


WHEREAS S the time of a general 


peace is, in all appearance, drawing 
near, being informed that there are ſeveral 
ingenious perſons who intend to ſhew 
their talents on ſo happy an occaſion, 


and being willing, as much as in me 


lies, to prevent that effuſion of nonſenſe, 
which we have good cauſe to apprehend; 
I do hereby ſtrictly require every per- 
ſon, who ſhall write on this ſubject, to 
remember that he is a Chriſtian, and 
not to ſacrifice his catechiſm to his poe- 


try. In order to it, I do expect of him 
in the firſt place to make his own poem, 
without depending upon Phoebus for 


any part of it, or calling out for aid 


upon any one of the Muſes by name. 1 


do likewile poſitively forbid the ſending 
of Mercury with any particular meſſage 
or diſpatch relating to the peace, and 
ſhall by no means ſuffer Minerva to take 
upon her the ſhape af any plenipoten- 
tiary concerned in this great work. I 
do further declare, that I ſhall not allow 
the Deſtinies to have had a hand in the 
deaths of the ſeyeral thouſands who have 
been ſlain in the late war, being of opi- 


nion that all ſuch deaths may be very well 
_ accounted for by the Chriſtian ſyſtem of 
owder and ball. I do therefore ſtrict- 
y forbid the Fates to cut the thread of 
man's life upon any pretence whatſo- 
ever, unleſs it be for the ſake of the 
rhyme. And whereas I have good rea- 
ſon to fear, that Neptune will have a 


great deal of buſineſs on his hands, in 
{ſeveral poems which we may now ſup- 


Poſe are upon the anvil, I do alſo pro- 
hibit his appearance, unleſs it be done 


in metaphor, ſimile, or any very ſhort 
alluſion, and that even here he be not 
permitted to enter but with great cau- 
tion and circumſpection. I deſire that 


the ſame rule ,may be extended to his 
whole fraternity of heathen gods, it be- 


ing my deſign to condemn every poem 


to the flames in which Jupiter thunders, 
or exerciſes any other act of authority 


which does not belong to him : in ſhort, 
I expe& that no Pagan agent ſhall be 


introduced, or any fact related which a 


man cannot give credit to with a good 


conſcience. Provided always that no- 
thin 
be conſtrued to extend, to ſeveral of the 
female poets in this nation, who ſhall 


g herein contained ſhall extend, or 


ſtill be left in full poſſ-ſhon of their gods 
and goddeſſes in the fame manner 7s it 
this paper had never been written. 


? - 
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NOS POPULO bn | SEN. 
: AS THE WORLD LEADS, WE FOLLOW» 
* £ . — 6d 3 5 : 1 $ f ; ; 
CX7 HEN I firſt of all took it in 8% 5 
„XV my head to write dreams and I Was laſt Sunday in the evening led 


viſions, I determined to print nothing 
of that nature, which was not of my own 
invention. But ſeveral laborious dream- 
ers have of late communicated to me 
works, of. this nature, Which, for their 
reputations and my own, I have hither- 
to ſuppreſſed, . Had I printed every one 
that. came ta. my hands, my book of 
ſpeculations would, have been little elſe 
hut a book of. viſions. Some of my cor- 
reſpondents have indeed been ſo very 
modeſt, as to offer at an excuſe for their 
not being in a capacity to dream better. 
I have.by me, for example, the dream 
af a young gentleman not paſt, fifteen. 
I, have likewiſe by me the dream of. a 
perſon of quality, and another. called 
the Lady's Dream. In theſe, and other 
pieces of the ſame nature, it is ſuppoled 
the uſual allowances will be made to the 
age, condition, and ſex of the dreamer. 
Jo prevent this inundation of dreams, 
zhich daily flows in upon ine, I ſhall 
apply to all dreamers of dreams, the 
acivice which Epiétetus has couched, 
after this manner, in a very ſimple and 
conciſe precept. Never tell hy dream, 
ſays that philoſopher; for though thou 
< thyſelf mayeſt take a pleaſure in tell- 
* ing thy dream, another will take no 
«pleaſure in hearing it.“ Alter this 
ſhort preface, I muit do juſtice to two 
or three. vitions which I have lately pub- 
liſhecl, and which T have owned to have 
been written by other hands. I ſhall 
add a dream to theſe, which comes to 
me from Scotland, by one who declares 
'hzmſelf of that country, and for all } 
kuow may be ſecond-fighted, There 


* 


into a ſerious reflection on the rea- 
ſonableneſs of virtue, and great. folly 
of, vice, from an excellent ſermon I had 


heard that afternoon in my pariſh. 


church. Among other obſervations, the 
preacher ſhewed us that the temptations 
which the tempter propoſed, . were all on 
a ſuppoſition, that we are either madmen 
or fools, or with an intention to render 


us ſuch; that in no other affair we would 


ſuffer ourſelves to be thus impoſed upon, 
in a caſe ſo plainly and clearly againſt 
our viſible intereſt, His illuſtrations 
and arguments carried ſo much perſua- 
fion and conviction with them, that they 
remained a conſiderable while freſh, and 


working in my memory; until at laſt the 
mind, fatigued with thought, gave way 


to the forcible oppręſſions of {lumber and 


ſleep; wilt fancy, unwilling yet to drop 


the ſubject, preſented me with the fol- 
lowing viſon. | . 


Methought I was juſt awoke out of a 


ſleep, that I could never remember the 


beginning of; the place where J found 


myſelf to be, was a wide and ſpacious 


plain, full of people that. wandered up 


and down through leveral beaten paths, 
whereof ſome few were ſtraight, and in 
direct lines, but molt of them winding 


and turning like a labyrinth; but yet it 


appeared to me afterwards, that theſe 
laſt all met in one iffue, fo that many 
that ſeemed to ſteer quite contrary 


courſes, did at length meet and face one 


another, ta the no little amazement of 
many of them. 1 | 


. : Fa 


In the midft of the plain-there was a 


great tountain: they called it the Spring 
_ of Self- love; out of it iſſucd two rivu- 
lets to the eaſtward and weſtward ; the 
name of, the firſt was Heavenly Wiſdom, 
it's water was wonderfully clear, but of 
a et more wonderful effect; the other's 
name was Worldly Wiſdom, it's water 
was thick, and yet far from being dor- 
mant or ſtagnating, for it was in a con- 
tinual violent agitation 3 which kept the 


t ravellers , whom I thall mention by and 


by, 


e 


ES 
+ 
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by, from being ſenſible of the foulneſs 
Ind thickneſs of the water, which had 


this effect, that it intoxicated thoſe who 


drunk it, and made them miſtake every 


object that lay betore them: bothrivulets | 


were parted near their ſprings into ſo 
many others, as there were ſtraight and 
crooked paths, which they attended all 


along to their reſpective iſſues. 


J obſerved from the ſeveral paths 
many now and then diverting, to retrefh 
and otherwiſe qualify themſelves for 
their journey, to the reſpective rivulets 
that ran neir them; they contracted a 


very obſervable courage and ſteadineſs 


in what they were about, by drinking 
theſe waters. At the end of the per- 


ſßective of every ſtraight path, all which 
did end in one iſſue and point, appeared 


a high pillar, all of diamond, caſting 


rays as bright as thole of the {un into 
the paths; which rays had allo certain 
ſympathizing and alluring virtues in 


them, ſo that whoſoever had made ſome 
conſiderable progreſs in his journey on- 
wards towards the pillar, by the repeat- 


ed impreſſion of theſe rays upon him, 


was wrought into an habitual inclination 
and converſion of his fight towards it, 


ſo that it grew at laſt in a manner natu- 
ral to him to look and gaze upon it, 


whereby he was kept ſteady in the 
ſtraight paths, which alone led to that 
radiant body, the beholding of which 
was now grown a gratification to his 
nature. „ | 

At the iſſue of the crooked paths there 
was a great black tower, out of the cen- 
ter of which ſtreamed a long ſucceſſion 
of flames, which did rife even above the 
'elouds; it gave a very great light to the 


vrhole plain, which did ſometimes out- 


mine the light, and, oppreſſed the beams 


of the adamantine pillar; though by the 


obſervation I made afterwards, it ap- 
peared that it was not for any diminu- 


tion ok light, but that this lay in the 
travellers, who would ſometimes - ſtep. 
_ out'of thele ſtraight paths, where they 
loſt the full proſpect of the radiant pil- 
lar, and fry it but ſide-ways: but the 


great light from the black tower, which 
was ſomewhat particularly ſcorching to 


them, would-penerally'light and haſten 


them to their proper climate again. 
Round 'ahout the black tower there 


were,  methought, many thouſknds of 


huge miſhapen ugly monſters; theſe had 
Ert at nets, which they were perpetually 
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plying and caſting towards the crooked 
paths, and they would now and then 
catch up thoſe that were neareſt to them: 
thele they took up ſtraight, and whirled 
over the walls into the flaming tower, 
and they were no more ſeen nor heard of. 

They would ſometimes caſt there nets 


towards the right paths to catch the 


ſtragglers, whole eyes, for want of fre- 
quent drinking at the brook that ran by 
them, grew dim, whereby they loſt their 
way ; theſe would ſometimes very nar- 
rowly miſs being catched, away, but I 
couid not hear whether any of theſe had 
ever been fo unfortunate, that had been 
before very hearty in the ſtraight paths. 

I conlidered all theſe ſtrange ſights 


with great attention, until at laſt I was 
Interrupted by a cluſter of the travellers 
in the crooked paths, who came up to 


nie, bid me go along with them, and 
preſently fell to ſinging and dancing; 
they took 'me by the hand, and fo car- 
ried me away along with them. After 
I had followed them a conſiderable while, 

I perceived I had loft the black tower of 


light, at which J greatly wondered; but 


I looked and gazed around about me, 
and ſaw nothing. I began to fancy my 
firſt viſion had been but a'dream, and 
there was no ſuch thing in reality: but 
then I conſidered that if I could fanc 
to ſee what was not, I might as 3 
have an illuſion wrought on me at pre- 
ſent, and not ſee what was really before 
2. I was very much confirmed in this 
thought, by the effect I then juſt ob- 
ſerved the water of Worldly Wiſdom 


had upon me; for as I had drunk a 


little of it again, I felt a very ſenſible 
effect in my head; methougt it diſtract- 


ed and diſordered all there; this made 


me ſtop of a ſudden, ſuſpetting ſome 
charm or inchantment. As I was cait- 


ing about within myſelf what I ſhould | 


do, and whom to apply to in this caſe, 
I ſpicd at ſome diſtance off me a man, 
beckoning, and making ſigns to me to 
come over to him. I cried to him, I 
did not know the way. He then called 
to me audibly, to ſtep at leaſt out of the 
path I was in; for if I ſtaid there any 
longer'I was in danger to be catched in 
a great net that was Juſt hanging over 
me, and ready to catch me up; that he 
wondered-I was ſo blind, or fo ditraQ- 
ed,” as not to ſee ſo imminent and viſible 


a danger; aſſuring me, that as ſoon as I 
was out'of that way he would come ts, 


me 


i 
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me to lead me into a more ſecure path. 
This I did, and he brought me his palm 
full of the water of Heavenly Wiſdom, 
which was of very great uſe to me, for 
my eyes were ſtraight cleared, and I ſaw 


the great black tower juſt before me; 


but the great net which I ſpied ſo near 
me, caſt me in ſuch a terror, that I ran 
back as far as I could in one breath 


without looking behind me: then my 
denefactor thus beſpoke me You have 


made the wonderfulleſt eſcape in the 


of a bewitching nature; you would 
elſe have been mightily ſhocked at the 
deformities and meanneſs of the place; 
for befide the ſet of blind fools in 
whoſe company you was, you may 
now behold many others who are only 
bewitched after another no leſe dan- 
gerous manner. Look a little that 
way, there goes a crowd of paſſen- 


ed by this bewitching water; the black 
tower is not vaniſhed out of their fight, 
they ſee it whenever they look up to 
it; but ſee how they go ſide- ways, and 


were mad, that they may thus ruſh 
into the net, without being beforehand 


ſo perverſe, and their hearts ſo fond 
of the pleaſures of the place, that ra- 


world; the water you uſed to drink is 


gers; N indeed ſo good a head 
as not to ſuffer themſelves to be blind- 
with their eyes downwards, as if they 


troubled at the thought of ſo miſer- 
able a deſtruction. Their wills are 


ther than forego them they will run 
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call hazards, and venture upon all thg 
© miſcries and woes before them. 

© See there that other company: 
© though they ſhould drink none of the 
© bewitching water, yet they takea courſe 
© bewitching and deluding; ſee how they 
© chooſe the crookedeſt paths, whereby 
© they have often the black tower be. 


© hind them, and ſometimes ſee the ra- 
© diant column ſide-ways, which gives 


© them ſome weak glimpſe of it. Theſe 


© fools content themſelves with that, 


not knowing whether any other have 


than themſelves : this road 1s called 
that of Superſtition er Human Inven. 
tion; they groſsly overlook that which 
the rules and laws of the place pre- 
ſcribe to them, and contrive ſome 
© other ſcheme and ſet of directions and 
« preſcriptions for themſelves, which 
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© they hope will ſerve their turn.“ He 


ſhewed me many other kind of fools, 
which put me quite out of humour with 
the place. At laſt he carried me to the 
right paths, when I found true and ſo- 


lid pleaſure, which entertained me all 


the way until we came in cloſer fight of 


the pillar, where the ſatisfaction in- 
creaſed to that meaſure that my facul- 


ties were not able to contain it: in the 


ſtraining of them, I was violently waked, 
not a little grieved at the vaniſhing of 


ſo pleaſant a dream, 
Gy asGowy SEPT» 29. 
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THAT LOVE ALONE, WHICH VIRTUE'S LAWS CON TROUL, | 


1 | Ka is my cuſtom to take frequent op- 


portunites of inquiring from time 
to time, what ſucceſs my ſpeculations 


meet with in the town. I am glad to 


find in particular, that my diſcourſes on 


marriage have been well received. A 
friend of mine gives me to underſtand, 
from Doctors Commons, that more li- 


cences have been taken out there of late 
than uſual. I am likewiſe informed of 
ſeveral pretty fellows, who have reſolved 
to commence heads of fainilies by the 
firſt favourable opportunity : one of 


them writes me word, that he is ready 


pDpESERVES RECEP TION IN THE HUMAN SOUL. : 


to enter into the bonds of matrimony, ,. 
provided I will give it him under my 
hand (as I now do) that a man may 
ſhew his ſace in good company after he 


is married, and that he need not be 
aſhamed to treat a woman with kind- 
neſs, who puts herſelf into his power 
for life. ; 3 

J have other letters on this ſubject, 


which ſay that I am attempting to make 


a revolution in the world of gallantry, 


and that the e e of it will be, 


that a great deal of the ſprightlieſt wit 
and ſatire of the laſt age will be loſt: that 
: LED a bath» 


any more of it's influence and light 


Uh Ye 


— DE SHS] v - * 
r 4 A 2 1 n wt 5 * 38 
* : R 4 * Tl x e 
4 * TINT RWG 8 W R 9 a n I RES an, e 
_ 4 — * 4 1 9 — * dt ESE 9" — * ir l B e CE ns,” Rr * r 8 2 
1 ** 8 E ² inn ——viv« CQ TCC E A hai a 5 . 
I . 2 N 4 * e 8 5 b r 2 * reer TS N N e ß WR e I oe bt, * " 
C ³˙² ord end 8 1 * F . : — NN ... ß ðͤ v ale 2 
Se . WS IL PR AR 2 2 « 1 E N ; . 0 * ä * * 
RE RS ESL OS Sa * " , 
ns 1 * 1 5 


— _— 

ror ares A A a 
F os i Re LL 
EE Woe a FOIA ot 


THE SPECTATOR, 


à baſhful fellow, upon changing his 
condition, will be no longer puzzled how 
to ſtand the raillery of his facetious 
companions ; that he need not own he 
married only to plunder an heireſs of 
her fortune, nor pretend that he uſes 
her ill, to avoid the ridiculous name of a 
fond huſband. | 

Indeed, if I may ſpeak my opinion of 
great part of the writings which once 

revailed among us under the notion of 


umour, they are ſueh as would tempt. 


one to think there had been an aſſocia- 


tion among the wits of thoſe times to 


rally legitimacy out of our iſland. A 


| ſtate of wedlock was, the common mark 


of all the adventurers in farce and co- 


medy, as well as the eſſayers in lam- 


poon and ſatire, to ſhoot at, and nothing 
was a more ſtanding jeſt in all clubs of 


faſhionable mirth and gay converſation. 
It was determined among thole airy 
critics, that the appellation of a ſober 
man ſhould ſignify a ſpiritleſs fellow. 


And J am apt to think it was about the 


ſame time, that good- nature, a word ſo 


peculiarly elegant in our language, that 
tome have affirmed it cannot well be ex- 
preſſed in any other, came firſt to be 


rendered ſuſpicious, and in danger of 


being transferred from it's original ſenſe 
to ſo diſtant an idea as that of folly, 

I muſt confeſs it has been my ambi- 
tion, in the courſe of my-writings, to 


reſtore, as well as I was able, the proper 
ideas of things. 


And as I have at- 
tempted this already on the ſubject of 


marriage in ſeveral papers, I ſhall here 


add ſome farther obſervations which oc- 


cur to me on the ſame head. 


Nothing ſeems to be thought, by our 
fine gentlemen, ſo indiſpenſable an or- 
nament in faſhionable life, as love. A 
* knight-errant,* ſays Don Quixote, 
© without a miſtreſs, is like a tree with- 


© outleaves;* anda man of mode among 
us, who has not ſome 1air-one to ſigh 


for, might as well pretend to appear 
dreſſed without his periwig. We have 


lovers in proſe innumerable. All our 


Pretenders to rhyme are profeſſed ina- 
moratos; and there is ſcarce a poet, 
good'or bad, to be heard of, who has 


not ſome real or ſuppoſed Sachariſſa to 


improve his vein. | 
If love be any refinement, conjugal 
love muſt be certainly ſo in a much 
higher degree. There is no compari- 
fon between the frivolous affectation of 


attracting the eyes of women with whom 


1039 


you are only captivated by way of 
amuſement, and of whom perhaps you 
know nothing more than their features, 
and a regular and uniform endeavoyr 
to make yourſelf valuable, both as a 


friend and lover, to one whom you have 


choſen to be the companion of your life. 


The firſt is the ſpring of a thouſaud 


fopperies, filly artifices, falſhoods, and 
101 barbarities; or at beſt riſes no 


higher than to a kind of dancing - ſchool 


breeding, to give the perſon a more 
ſparkling air. The latter is the parent 
of ſubſtantial virtues and agreeable qua- 
lities, and cultivates the mind while it 
improves the behaviour, 
of love to a miſtreſs, even where it is 
moſt ſincere, reſembles too much the 


flame of a fever; that to a wife is like 


the vital heat. | 

I have often thought, if the letters 
written by men of good-nature to their 
wives, were to be compared with thoſe 
written by men of gallantry to their 
miſtreſſes, the former, notwithſtanding 


any inequality of ſtile, would appear to | 
have the advantage. Friendſhip, ten- 


derneſs, and conſtancy, dreſt in a ſun- 
plicity of expreſſion, recommend them- 


{elves by a more native elegance, than 
paſſionate raptures, extravagant enco- 


miums, and ſlaviſh adoration. 


If we 


were admitted to ſearch the cabinet of 


the beautiful Narciſſa, among heaps of 
epiſtles from ſeveral admirers, which are 
there preſerved with equal care, how few 
ſhouid we.find but wouid make any one 


ſick in the reading, except her who is 


flattered by them ? But in how different 


a ſtile muſt the wiſe Benevolus, who 


converſes with that good ſenſe and good 


humour among all his friends, write to 
a wife who is the worthy object of his 


utmoſt affection? Benevolus, both in 


public and private, and all occaſions of 


life, appears to have every gocd quality 
and deſirable ornament. 
reverenced and eſteemed; at home he- 
loved and happy. The ſatis faction he 


enjoys there, ſettles into an habitual _ 
complacency, which ſhines in his coun- 


tenance, enlivens his wit, and ſeaſons 


his converſation : even thoſe of his ac- 


quaintance, who have never ſeen him in 
his retirement, are ſharers in the hap- 
pineſs of it; and it is very much owing 
to his being the beſt and beſt- beloved of 
huſbands, that he is the moſt ſtedfaſt of 
friends, and the moſt agreeable of com- 
panions. | 
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There is a ſenſible pleaſure in con- 
templating ſuch beautiful inſtances of 


domeſtic life. The happineſs of the 


conjugal ſtate appears heightened to the 
higheſt degree it is capable of, when we 
ſee two ptrſons of accompliſhed minds, 
not only united in the ſame intereſts 
and affections, but in their taſte of the 
fame improvements, pleaſures, and di- 
verſions. Pliny, one of the fineſt gen- 
tlemen and politeſt writers of the age in 
which he lived, has left us in his Brier 
to Hiſpulla, his wife's aunt, one of the 
moſt agreeable family pieces of this 
kind I have ever met with. I ſhall end 
this diſcourſe with a tranſlation of it; 
and I believe the reader will be of my 
opinion, that conjugal love is drawn in 
it with a delicacy which makes it appear 
to be, as I have repreſented it, an orna- 
ment as well as à virtue. 2 


PLINY TO HISPULLAs 


A® I remember the great affection 
AX which was between you and your 
.excellept brother, and know you love 
his daughter as your own, ſo as not only 
to expreſs the tenderneſs of the beſt of 
aunts, but even to ſupply that of the 
beſt of fathers; T am ſure it wiikbe a 
pleaſure to you to hear that ſhe proves 
worthy of her father, worthy of you, 
and of your and her anceſtors. Her 
Ingenuity is admirable ; her frugality 
extraordinary. She loves me, the ſureſt 
pledge of ber virtue; and adds to this 


a wonderful diſpoſition to learning, 


\which ſhe has acquired from her Affec— 
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tion to me. She reads my writings, 
ſtudies them, and even gets them by 
heart. You would ſmile to ſee the con- 
cern ſhe is in when I have a cauſe to 

lead, and the joy ſhe ſhews when it is 
over. She finds means to have the firſt 
news brought her of the ſucceſs I. meet 
with in court, how I am heard, and 
what decree is made. If I recite any 
thing in public, ſhe cannot refrain from 
placing herſelf privately in ſome corner 
to hear, where with the utmoſt delight 
ſhe feaſts upon my applauſes. Some- 
times ſhe ſlings my verſes, and accom- 
panies them with the Jute, without any 
maſter except Love, the beſt of in- 
ſtructors. From theſe inſtances I take 
the moſt certain omens of our perpetual 


and increaſing happineſs ; ſince her affec- 


tion is not founded on my youth and 


| prints which muſt gradually decay, 


but ſhe is in love with the immortal 
part of me, my glory and reputation. 
Nor indeed could leſs be expected from 
one who had the happinels to receive her 
education from you, who in your houſe 


was accuſtomed to every thing that was 


virtuous and decent, and even began to 


as you had always the greateſt reſpect 


for my mother, you were pleaſed from 


my infancy to form me, 'to commend 


me, and kindly to preſage I ſhould be 


one day what my wife fancies I am. 


Accept therefore our united thanks'; 
mine, that you have beſtowed her on 
me; and her's, that you have given me 


to her, as a mutual grant of joy and 


telicity. 


Ne DXXVI. MONDAY, NOVEMBER g. 


# 5 


FORTIUS UTERE LORIS. 


Ovid. MET. L. II. VER» 127. 


KEEP A STIFF REIN. FER ADDJSONs 


M Am very toth to come to extremities 


1 withthe young gentlemen mentioned 
n the following letter, and do not care 


to chaſtiſe them with my own hand, 
until. I am forced. by provocations too 


5 great to be ſuffered without the abſo- 


lute deſtruction of my ſpectatorial dig- 
nity. The crimes of theſe offenders 
are placed under the obſervation of one 
of my chief officers, who is poſted juſt 
at the entrance cf the paſs between 
London and Weſtminſter. As, IL have 
great confidence in the capacity, reſo- 


before me all proper notices which. are 


requiſite for the amendment of manners 


in public, and the inſtruction of each in- 
dividual of the human ſpecies in what 
is due from him, in reſpett to the whole 
body of mankind. The preſent paper 
(hall conſiſt only of the abgve-mentioned 
letter, and the copy of a deputation 
which, I have given to, my truſty friend 


Mr, John Sly, wherein he is charged fo 


= "notify 


div al? 
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love me by your recommendation. For, 


lution, and integrity, of the perſon dew 
puted by me to give an account of enor- 
mities, I doubt not but I ſhall ſoon have 
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notify to me all that is N fn my 
animadverſion upon the delinquents 
mentioned by my correſpondent, as well 
as all others deſcribed in the ſaid de- 
putation. 1 WM 


TO THE E£PECTATOR-GENERAL OP 
44 4. + GREAT BRITAIN, 
I grant it does look a little familiar, 
but I mult call you e inte" 
DEAR DUMB, r 
E ING got again to the farther end 
D of the Widow's Coff:e-houle, I thall 
from hence give you ſome account of 
the behaviour of our hackngy-roach- 
men ſince my laſt. Theſe indefatiga- 
ble gentlemen, without the leaſt deſign, 
1 dare ſay, of ſelf-intereſt or advantage 
to themſelves, do ſtill ply as yolunteers 
day and night for the good of their 


country. I will not trouble you with 


enumerating many particulars, but I 
muſt by no means omit to inform you 
of an infant about ſix foot high, and 
brtween twenty and thirty years of age, 


who was ſeen in the arms of a hackney- 


coachman driving by Will's Coffee- 
houſe in Covent Garden, between the 
hours of four and five in the afternoon 
of that very day wherein you publifhed 
a memorial againſt them, This impu- 
dent young cur, though he could not 
fit in a coach-box without holding, yet 


would he venture his neck to bid de- 


| fiance to your ſpeRatorial authority, or 
to any thing that you countenanced. 
Who he was I know not, but I heard 
this relation this morning from a gentle- 
man who was an eye-witneſs of this his 
impudence; and I was willing to take 


the firit opportunity to inform you of 


him, as holding it extremely requiſite 
that you ſhould nip him in the bud, 
But. I am myſelf moſt concerned for 
my fellow. templars, fellow-ftudentsyand 
ſe low-labourers in the law; I mean 
ſuch of them as are dignified and diſtin- 
guiſhed under the denomination of hack- 
ney-coachmen. Such aſpiring minds 
have theſe ambitious young men, that 
they cannot enjoy themſelves out of a 
Cobach- box. It is however an unſpeak- 
able comfort to me, that I can now tell 
you that ſome of them are grown to 
baſhful as to ſtudy only in the night- 
time or in the country. The other night 


very diligent at his lucubratidns in 


« -- 
* 


takings 


bottom of 


| your's, . 
I ſpied' one of our young gentlemen 
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Fleet Street; and by the way, 1 ſhould 
be under ſome concern, leſt this hard 


ſtudent ſhould one time or other crack 
his brain with ſtudying, but that I am 
in hopes Nature has taken care to fortify 
him in ee to the great under- 
e was deſigned for. Another 
of my fellow-templars on Thurſday laſt, 
was getting up into bis ſtudy at the 
ray's Inn Lane, in order, 
I ſuppoſe, to, contemplate in the freſh 
air. Now, Sir, my requeſt is, that the 
great wir of theſe two gentlemen 
may be recorded as a pattern to thereſt:, 
and if you would but give them two or 
three touches with your own pen, though 5 
you might not perhaps prevail with 
them- to deſtſt entirely from their me- 
ditations, yet I doubt not but you would 
at leaſt preſerve them from being pub- 
lic ſpectacles of folly in our ſtreets. 1 
ſay, two or three touches with your own 
pen; for I have really obſerved, Mr. 
Spec, that thoſe SpeQators which are ſo 
prettily laced down the fides with little 
eis, how inſtructive ſoever they may be, 
do not carry with them that authority 
as the others. I do again therefore de- 
fire, that for the ſake of their dear necks, 
you' would beſtow one penful of your 
awn ink upon them: I know you are 
lath to expoſe them; and it is, I muſt 
confeſs, a thouſand pities that any young 
gentleman, who, is: come of honeſt pa- 
rents, ſhould bebrought to public ſhame; 
and indeed I ſhould be glad to have 
them handled, a little tenderly at the 
firlt ; but if fair means will not prevail, 
there is then no other way to reclaim 
them, but by making ule of ſome whole- _ 
ſome ſeverities; and I think it is better 
that a dezen or two of ſuch good for- 
nothing fellows ſhould be made exam- 


4 


| pars of, than that the reputation of ſome 


undreds of as hopeful young gentle- 


men as myſelf ſhould ſuffer through 
their folly, It is not, however, for me 


to direct you what to do; but, in ſhort, 


if your coachmen will drive on this trade, 


the very krſt of them that I do find 

meditating in the ftreets, I ſhall make 
bold to take the number of his cham+ 
bers, together with a note of his 
name, and diſpatch them to you, that 
you may chaſtiſe him at your own | 
diſcretion, I am, dear Spec, for ever 


Moss GREENBAG, 
| Eq. if you pleaſe. 


6Q P. S. Tom 
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p. S. Tom Hammercloth, one of our 
eoachmen, is now pleading at the dar 


at the other end of the room, but has a 


little tov much vehemence, and throws 
out his arms too much to take his au- 
dience with à good grace. 1 


TO MT LOVING AND WELL-BELOVED 
JOHN SLY, HABERDASHER OF 
HATS, AND TOBACCONIST, BE- 
TWEEN THE CITIES OF LONDON 

' AND WESTMINSTER. | 


vw HEREAS frequent diſorders, af- 

fronts, and indignitics, omiſſions, 
and treſpaſſes, for which there are no 
yemedies by any form of law, but which 
apparently diſturb and diſquiet the minds 
of men, happen near the place of your 
reſidence; and that you are, as well by 
your commodious ſituation, as the good 
parts-with which you are endowed, pro- 
perly qualified for the obſervation of 
the ſaid offences; I do. hereby authoriſe 


and depute you, from the hours of nine 


m the morning, until four jn the after- 
noon, to keep a ſtrict eye upon all per- 
fons and things that are conveyed in 
coaches, carried in carts, or walk on 
foot from the city of London to the city 


of Weſtminſter, or from the city of 


Weſtminſter to the city of London, with- 
in the ſaid hours. You are therefore 
not to depart from your oblervatory at 
the end of Devereux Court during the 
Taid ſpace of each day, but to obſerve 


the behaviour of all perſons who are 
ſoddenly tranſported from ſtamping on 


pebbles to fit at eaſe in chariots, what 


notice they take of their foot-acquain- 


tance, and {end me the ſpeedieſt advice, 
when they are guilty of overlooking, 


dition. 


THE SPECTATOR, 


turning from, or appearing grave and 
diſtant to their old friends. When man 
and wife are in the ſame coach, you are 
to ſee whether they appear pleaſed or 
tired with each other, and whether they 
carry the due mean in the eye of the 


world, between fondneſs and coldneis. 


"You are carefully to behold all ſuch as 
ſhall have addition of honour or riches, 
_and report; whether they preferve the 
countenance they had before ſuch ad- 
As to perſons on foot, you are 
to be attentive whether they are pleaſed 
with their condition, and are dreſſed 
ſuitable to it ; but eſpecially to diſtin- 


« guiſh ſuch as appear diſcreet, by a low- 


heel ſhoe, with the decent ornament of 
a leather-garter: to write down the 
names of ſuch country gentlemen as, 
upon the approach of peace, have left 
the hunting for the military cock of the 
hat: of all who ſtrut, make a noiſe, ard 
ſwear at the drivers of coaches to make 
haſte, when they ſee it is impoſſible they 
ſhould paſs £ of all young gentlemen in 
coach-boxes, who labour at a perfection 
in what they are ſure to be excelled by 
the meaneſt of the people. You are to 
do all that in you hes that coaches and 
paſſengers give way according to-the 
courſe of buſineſs, all the morning in 
term-time towards Weſtminſter, the reſt 
of the year towards the Exchange. Upon 
theſe directions, together with other ſe- 
cret articles herein incloſed, you are to 
govern yourſelf, and give advertiſement 
thereof to me at all convenient and fpec- 
tatorial hours, when men of buſineſs 
are to be ſeen. Hercof you are. not to 
fail. Given under my ſeal of office. 


T_- --- Um SPECTATOR. 


No Dxxvll. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 


 FACILE INVENIES ET PEJOREM, ET PEJUS MORATAM;3 
MELIOKEM NEQUE TV RIPERIES, NEQUE SOL VIDET., 


YOU WILL EASILY FIND A WORSE W 


Am fo tender of my women-readers, 
1 that I cannot defer the publication 


of any. thing which concerns their hap- 
pineſs or quiet. The repoſe of a married 
woman is conſulted in the firit of the 
following letters, and the felicity of a 
maiden lady in the ſecond. I call it a 


 felicity to have the addreſſes of an agree- 


PLAUTVUS IN STICH0s | 


OMAN A BETTER THE SUN NEVER SKONE 


able man : and I think I have not any 
where ſeen. a- prettier application of a 
poetical ſtory than that of his, in ma” - 
ing the tale of Cephalus and Procris the 
hiſtory picture of a tan in fo gallant a 
manner as he addreſſes it. But ſee tbe 
letters. Mo RT 
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T is now almolt three months fince I 
1 was in town about ſome buſineſs ; 
and the hurry, of it being over, took 
coach one afternoon, and drove to ſee a 

relation, who married about fix years 
. ago a wealthy citizen. I found her at 
home, but her huſband gone to the Ex- 
change, and expected back within an 
hour at the fartheſt, After the uſual 
ſalutation of kindneſs, and a hundred 


queſtions about friends in the country, 


we fat down to piquet, played two or 


THE SPECTATOR. 


nettles h 


Yoqr - 


his wife if ſhe does not think the time 
long —as ſhe faid ſhe ſhould—until the 
fee her couſin again. Pray, Sir, what 
can be done in this caſe? I have writ 
to him, to aſſure him I was at his houſe 
all that afternoon expecting to ſee him: 
his anſwer is, it is only a trick of her's, 
and that he neither can nor will believe 
me. The parting kiſs, I find, mightil 
im, and confirms him in a 
his errors. Ben Johnſon, as I remem- 


ber, makes. a foreigner, in one of his 


comedies, admire the deſperate valour 


three games, and drank tea. I ſhould 
have told you that this was my ſecond 
time of ſeeing her ſince marriage; but 
before, ſhe lived at the ſame town where 


of the bold Engliſh, who! let out their. 
wives to all encounters.” The gene- 
ral cuſtom of ſalutation ſhould excuſe 
the favour done me, or you ſhould lay 


- 
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I went to ſchool; ſo that the plea of a down rules when ſuch diſtin&ions are to 4 | 
relation, added to the innocence of my be given or omitted, You cannot ima 3 
youth, prevailed upon her good-humour gine, Sir, how troubled I am for this 1 
to alle me in a freedom of conver- unhappy lady's misfortune, and 


ſation as often, and oftener, than the — would inſert this letter, that the 


ſtrict diſcipline of the ſchool would al- 


low of. You may eaſily imagine, after 
ſuch an acquaintance, we might be ex- 
ceeding merry without any offence, as 
in calling to mind how many. inventions 
1 have been put to in deluding the ma- 
iter, how many hands forged for ex- 
cuſes, how many times been ſick in per- 
fect health; for I was then never ſick 


but at ſchool, and only then becauſe out 
of her company. We had whiled away 


three hours after this manner, when I 
found it paſt five: and not expecting 
her huſband would return until late, 
roſe up, told her I ſhould go early next 

morning for the eountry : - ſhe kindly 
auſwered, ſhe was afraid it would be 


long before ſhe ſaw me again; ſo I took 


my leave and parted. Now, Sir, I had 
not been got home a fortnight, when [I 
received a letter from a neighbour of 
thcirs, that ever fince that fatal atter- 


noon the lady had been moſt inhumanly 


treated, and the huſband publicly ſtormed 
© that he was made a member of too nu- 
= merous a ſociety. He had, it ſeems, 
5 liſtened moſt of the time my coulin and 
I were together. As jealous ears al- 
ways hear double, ſo he heard enough 
to make him mad; and as jealous eyes 


fo he was certain it could not be I whom 
he had ſeen; a beardleſs ſtripling, but 
?ancied he ſaw a gay gentleman of the 
Temple, ten years older than my ſelt; 
and for that reaſon, I preſume, durſt 
nct come in, nor take any notice when 

went out. He is perpetually aſking 


4 5 


| fourth" book G 


uſband may reflect upon this accident 
coolly, It is no ſmall matter, the eaſe 
of a virtuous woman for her whole life: 
I know ſhe will conform to any regu- 
larities—though more fri than the 
common rules of our country require 
to which his particular temper ſhall in- 
cline him to oblige her. This accident 
pans me in mind how generouſly Pifi- 

ratus, the Athenian tyrant, behaved 
himſelf on the like occaſion, when he was 


inſtigated by his wife to put to death 4 


young gentleman, becauſe, being paſ- 
ſionately fond of his daughter, he kiſſed 


her in public as he met her in tlie et. 


What, ſaid he, © ſhall we do to thoſe 
© who are our enemies, if we do thus 


to thoſe who are our friends?” I will 


not trouble you much longer; but am 
exceedingly concerned leſt this accident 
may cauſe a virtuous lady to lead a mi- 
ſerable life with a huſband who has no 
grounds for his jealouſy but what I have 
taithfully related, and ought to be rec- 
koned none. It is to be feared too, if 


at laſt he ſees his miſtake, yet people 


will be as flow and unwilling in diſ- 


believing ſcandal as they are quick and 


forward in believing it. I ſhall endea- 


| s -vour to enliven this plain and honeſt 
always ſee through magnifying-glaſſes, 


letter with Ovid's relation about Cy-, 


bele's imagr. The ſhip wherein it was 


aboard was ſtranded at the mouth of the 
Tiber, and the men were unable to 
move it, until Claudia, a virgin, but 
ſuſpeted of unchaſtity, by a Night pull 
hauled it in. he ſtory. is told in the 

the Faſt. | | 
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parent of gods," began the weeping fair, 
© Reward or puniſh, but oh! hear my pray'r. 
© If lewdneſs &er defil'd my virgin bloom, 


_ © From heav'n with Juſtice I receive my 


'c doom; 


4 But if my Logos yet. has known no ſtain, 


© Thou, goddeſs, thou my innocence main- 
e tain; 5 775 

c Thou, bam the niceſt rules of goodneſs 

"4 ſway'd, 

Vouchſafe to follow an unblemiſh'd maid,” 

She ipoke, and touch'd the cord with glad 

ſurprize, - 

(The truth was witneſs'd by ten thouſand 
eyes) 

The pitying goddeſs eaſily comply* 15 

Follow'd in triumph, and adorn'd her 10 


While Claudia, bluſhing till for paſt diſgrace, 


March's ſilent on with a flow ſolemn pace: 


Nor yet from ſome was all diftruſt.remoy'd, | 


Though Heav'n ſuch virtue * ſuch wonders 
ed. | F 


1 am, sr, your very bumble ſervant, 


PHILAGNOTES. 


Mn. SPECTATOR, 


Y OU will oblige a languiſhing lover, 
if you will pleaſe to print the in- 
cloſed verſes in your. next paper. If 
E remember the Metamorphoſis, you 
now Procris, the fond wife of Cepha- 
lus, is ſaid to have made her huſband, 


who delighted in the ſports of the wood, 
2 preſent of an unerring javelin. In 
n of time he was ſo much in n the 


* 
r 
2 1 i 


— 


tions. 
huſband, tired with the labour of bane 
ing, came within her hearing. As he 


THE SP ECTATOR» 


foreſt, that his lady ſuſpected he was 


Ln ſome nymph, under the pre- 
tence 


following a chace more inno- 
cent. Under this ſuſpicion ſhe hid her- 
ſelf among the trees, to obſerve his mo- 
While ſhe lay concealed, her 


was fainting with heat, he cried ou. 


5 Aura veni—Oh charming air, ap- 


« proach.” . 
The unfortunate wife, taking the 


1 Air to be the name of a woman, 


began to move among the buſhes ;_ and 


the huſband believing it a deer, threw 


his jayelin'and killed her. This hiſtory 
painted on a fan, which I preſented to 
a lady, ye. occaſion to wy growing 
poetical. 


c Come, gentle air? che HFolian 1 
ſaid, 


While Procris panted 3 in the ſecret ſhade ; E 


U Come, gentle air l' the fairer Delia crics, 


While at her feet her ſwain expiring lies. 


Lo the glad gales o'er all her beauties ſtray, 


Breathe on her lips, and in her boſom play. 
In Delia's hand this toy is fatal found, 
Nor did that fabled dart more ſurely wound. 
Both gifts deſtructive to the givers prove. 
Alike both lovers fall by thoſe they love: 
Vet guiltleſs too this bright deſtroyer lives, 
At random wounds, nor knows the wound 
ſhe gives: 


She views the ſtory with attentive eyes, 
An 'pitles oy while her lover dies. 


* Dxxvin. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 


DVI rorvrr, 301174 GEMITUM VIRTUTE REPRESSIT\ 


Ovid. Mz T. . 9. VER. 107» 


WITH wox TED FORTITUDE SHE BORE nr sMART, | 
AND NOT 4 GROAN CONFESS'D HER BURNING HEART. 


{ * 


NMI. SPECTATOR, 4 | 
Who now write to you, am ft wo- 
man loaded with injuries; and the 


_ aggravation of my misfortune is, that 


they are ſuch which are overlooked by the 
generality of inankind z and, though the 


moſt afflicting imaginable, not regarded 


as ſuch in the general ſenſe of the world, 
I have hid my vexation from all man- 
kind ; but have now taken pen, ink, 
and paper, and am reſolved to unboſom 


myſelf to you, and lay before you what 


grieves me and all the ſex. You have 


very often mentioned particular hardſhips 


» 


the greateſt uregwlaritics of this 5. 


that of love. 


SA. 


5 Jone to „ this or that t dy; 3 me- 


thinks, you have not in any one ſpecula- 
tion directly pointed at the partial frec- 


dom men take, the unreaſonable con - 


finement women are obliged to, in the 


only circumſtance in which we are ne- 


ceflarily to have a commerce with them, 
The caſe of celibacy is 
the great evil of our nation; and the in- 
dulgence of che vicious conduct of men 
in that ſtate, with the ridicule to which 
women are expoſed, though ever ſo vir- 


tuous, if long unmarried, is the root of 


@ 


„ 
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To ſhew you, Sir, that though you 
never have given us the catalogue of a 
jady's library as you promiſed, we read 
good books of our own chuſing, I ſhall 
inſert on this occaſion a paragraph or 
two out of Echard's Roman Hiſtory. 


In the 44th page of the ſecond volume 


the author obſerves, that Auguſtus, 
upon his return to Rome at the end of a 
war, received complaints that too great 
2 number of the young men of quality 
were unmarried. The Emperor there- 
upon aſſembied the whole Equeſtrian 
order; and having ſeparated the married 
from the ſingle, did particular honours 
to the former; but he told the latter, that 
3s to ſay, Mr. Spectator, he told the 
batchelors, that their lives and actions 
nad been ſo peculiar, that he knew net 
by what name to call them; not by that 
of men, for they performed nothing chat 
was manly z not by that of citizens, for 
the cicy might periſh notwithitanding 
their cure; nor by that of Romans, for 
they deſigned to extirpate the Roman 
name. Then proceeding to thew his 


tender care and hearty affection for his 


people, he further told them, that their 
courſe of life was of ſuch pernicious 
conſequence to the glory and grandeur 


of the Roman nation, that he could not 


chuſe but tell them, that all other crimes 
put together could not equalize theirs : 
tor they were guilty of murder, in not 
ſuffering thoſe to be born which ſhould 


proceed from them; of impiety, in cauſ- 


ing the names and honours of their an- 
ceſtors to ceaſe; and ſacrilege, in de- 
ſtroying their kind, which proceed from 
the immortal gods, and human nature, 
the principal thing conſecrated to them: 


therefore in this reſpect, they diſſolved 


the government, in diſobeying it's laws; 
betrayed their country, by making id 
barren and watlte 3 nay; and demolithed 
their city, in depriving it of inhabitants. 


And he was ſenſible that all this pro- 


ded not from any kind of virtue or 
abſtinence, but from a Jooſeneſs and 
wantonnefs, which ought never to be 


encouraged in any civil government.“ 


There are no particulars dwelt upon 
that let us into the conduct of theſe 
young worthies, whom this great em- 
peror treated with fo much juſtice and 
indignation; but any one who oblerves 
what paſſes in this town, may very well 
frame to himſelf a notion of their riots. 
aud debaucheries all night, and their 


— 


within ſuch a term of years laſt paſt, 


that ſo many excellent young wome 


fection, and parents of a worthy ra 


apparent preparations for them all day. 
It-is not to be doubted but theſe Ro- 
mans never paſſed any of their time in- 
nocently but when they were aſleep, and 


never ſlept but when they were wear y. 


and heavy with exceſſes, and ſlept only) 
to prepare themſelves for the repetition 
of them. If you did your duty as a 
Spectator, you would carefully examine” 
into the number of hirths, marriages, 
and burials; and when you had dedutte- 


ed out of your deaths all ſuch as went 


out of the world without marrying, then--- 
caſt up the number of both ſexes born 
you might from the ſingle people depart 
el make ſome uſeful inferences or gueſſes 
how many there are left unmarried, and 
raiſe ſome uſeful ſcheme for the amende- 
ment of the age in that particular. - 
have not patience to proceed gravehy n. 
this abuminalile libertipiſin; for can 

not but reflect, as I am writing to you, 

upon a certain laſcivious manner which 


. | IIA , 3 4 . 
all our young gentlemen” uſe in public, 


and examinè our <yes with a petulancy 


in their own, which is a downright af. 


front to -modeſty, A diſdainſul look 
on ſuch an occalion is returned with a 
countenance rebuxed, but by averting 
their eyes fr.m the woman of honour 
and decency to ſome flippant creature, 
who will, as the phrale is, be kinder, 
I muſt ſet down things as they come into 


my head, without ſtanding upon order. 


Ten thouſand to one but the gay gem. 


tleman who ſtared, at the ſame tim e jg 


an houſe-Kkeeper; for you walk know 
they have got into 2 humour of late of 
being very a urs in their fins, and a 
young fellow fnall keep his four maids 
and three footmen with the greateſt gra- 
vity imaginable. There are no leſs than 
Ex of theſe venerable houte-keepers of 
my acquaintance, This humour amon 
young men of condition is imitated by 
all the world below them, and a general 
diflolution of manners ariſes from this 
one ſource of livertiniſm, without ſhame 
or reprehenſion in the male youth. It 
is from this one fountain that ſo may 
beautiful helpleſs young women are {is 
erthced and given up to lewdneſs, ame 
poverty, and diſeaſe. It is to this a] 


who might be patterns of conjugal : 


pine under unhappy paſſions tor ſuch 
have nct attention enough to bc; 
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common wenches. Now, Mr. Specta- 
tor, I muſt be free to own to you, that 


I myſelf ſuffer a taſteleſs inſipid being, 


from a conſideration I have for a man 
who would not, as he has ſaid in my 
hearing, reſign his liberty, as he calls it, 
for all the beauty and wealth the whole 
ſex is poſſeſſed of. Such calamities as 
theſe would not happen, if it could poſ- 
Adly be brought about, that by fining 

batchelcrs as papiſts convict, or the like, 
they were diſtinguiſhed to their, diſad- 


vantage from the reſt of the world, who 


fall in with the meaſures of civil ſocie- 
ties. Leſt you ſhould think I ſpeak this 
as being, according to the ſenſeleſs rude 
phrate, a malicicus old maid, I ſhall 
acquaint you I am a woman of condi- 
tion not now three and twenty, and have 
had propoſals from at leaſt ten different 
men, and the greater number of them 


ble ſervant, 


THE 8PECTATOR.- 


or virtue enough to prefer them to their 


have upon tlie upſhot refuſed me. Somes 
thing or other 1s always amiſs when the 
lover takes to ſome new wench:: a ſet- 
tlement is eaſily excepted againſt ; and 
there is very little recourſe to avoid the 
vicibus part of our youth, but throwin 

one's ſelt away upon ſome lifeleſs block - 
head, who, though he is without vice, 
is alſo without virtue. Now-a-days we 
mult be contented if we can get crea. . 
tures which are not bad, good are not 
to be expected. Mr. Spectator, I fat 


near you the other day, and #hink I did 
not diſpleaſe your ſpectatorial eye-fight; 


which 1 ſhall be a better judge of when 
I ſee whether you take notice of thele 


_ evils your own way, or print this. me- 
morial dictated from the diſdainful heavy 


heart of, Sir, your molt obedient hum. _ 


RACHEL WELLADAY. 


* 


No Dxxlx. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER E. 


 SINGULA QUAQUE LOCUM TENEANT SOR TITA DECENTER« 


LET XVZERY THING MAYE 1T'S DUE PLACE. 


Un the hearing of ſeveral late 


diſputes concerning rank and pre- 
cedence, I could not forbear amuting 
myſelf with ſome obſervations, which I 
have made upon the learned world, as 
to this great particular, By the learn- 
ed world I here mean at large all thoſe 


| Who are any way concerned in works of 


Titerature, whether in the writing, print- 
ing, or repeating part. To begin with 
the writers; I have obſerved that the 


author of a Folio, in all companies and 
converſations, ſets himſelf above the 


author of a Quarto; the author of a 
Quarto above the author of an Octavo; 


and fo on, by a gradual deſcent and 
ſubordination, to an author in Twenty- 


Fours. This diſtinction is ſo well ob- 
ſerved, that in an aſſembly of the Tearn- 
el, I have ſeen a Folio writer place him- 
{elf in an elbow-chair, when the author 
of a Duodecimo has, out of a juſt defe- 


rence to his ſuperior quality, teated him 
iclt upon a ſquab. In a word, authors 


are uſually ranged in company after the 
fame manner as their works are upon a 


* 
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Roscommon, 


The moſt minute pocket author hath 


beneath him the writers of all pamph- 
lets, or works that are only ſtitchedl.. 
As for the pamphleteer, he takes place 


of none but of the authors of ſingle 
ſheets, and of that fraternity who pub- 
liſhed their Jabours on certain days, or 
on every day of the week. I do not 
find that the precedency among the in- 
dividuals, in this latter claſs of writers, 
is yet ſettled. . | 

For my own part, I have had ſo ſtrict 
a regard to the ceremonial which pre- 


vails in the learned world, that I never 


pretumed to take place of a pamphletecr 


until my daily papers were gathered into 


thoſe two firſt volumes, Which have al- 
ready appeared. After which, I natu- 
rally jumped over the heads not only of 
all pamphleteers, but of every Octave 
writer in Great Britain, that had writ- 
ten but one book. I am alſo informed 


by my bockſeller, that ſix Octavos hive 
at all times been looked upon as an cqui- 

valent to a Folio, which I take notice 
of the rather, becauſe I would not have 
if after the 
publication 


the Icarned world ſurpriſed, 


a p * " 
9 tb 2 4 2k EL Fer 333 3 N 
EEE Re FE N 


We” m RF 2 * 
A 
7 * 


THE SPECTATOR, 


publication of half a dozen yolumes I 


take my place accordingly, When my 
| ſcattered forces are thus rallied, and re- 
duced into regular bodies, I flatter my-- 


ſelf that I ſhall make no deſpicable fi- 


gure at the head of them. 


Whether theſe rules, which have been 
received time out of mind in the com- 


monwealth of letters, were not origi- 


nally eſtabliſhed with an eye to our pa- 


per manufacture, I ſhall leave to the 
_ diſcuſſion of others; and ſhall only rer 


mark further in this place, that all 
printers and bookſellers rake the wall of 
one another, according. ta the above- 


mentioned merits of the authors to whom 


they reſpectively belong. 

| f come now to that point of prece- 
dency whieh is ſettled among the three 
learned profeſſions, by the wiſdom of 
aur laws, I need not here take notice 
of the rank which is allotted to every 
doctor in each of theſe profeſſions, who 
are all of them, though not ſo high as 
knights, yet a degree above ſquares ; 


this laſt order of men being the illiterate 


body of the nation, are conſequently 
thrown together into a claſs helow the 
three learned profeſſions, I mention this 
for the ſake of ſeveral rural ſquires, 
whole reading does not riſe ſo high as to 


The Preſent State of England, and who 


are often apt to uſurp that precedency 
which by the laws af their country is 
not due to them, Their want of learn- 
ing, which has planted them in this ſta- 
tion, may in ſome meaſure extenuate 
their miſdemeanour; and our profeſſors 


ought to pardon them when they offend 


in this particular, conſidering that they 


are in a ſtate of ignorance, or, as We 


o 


uſually ſav, do not know their right- 
hand from their left. | 


There is another tribe of perſons who 


— —ͤ— —̃ꝗ ü ANTE 


are retainers to the learned world, and 
who regulate themſelves upon all occa« 
ſions by ſeveral laws peculiar to their 
body: I mean the players er actors of 
both ſexes. Among theſe it is a ſtand- 
ing and uncontroverted principle, that 
a tragedian always takes place of a co- 


median; and it 1s very well known the 
merry drolls who make us laugh are al- 


ways placed at the lower end of the 
table, and in every entertainment give 
way to the dignity of the buſkin. It is 
a {tage maxim—* Once a king, and 


© always a king.“ For this reaſon it 


would be thought very abſurd in Mr. 
Bullock, notwithſtanding the height and 
gracefulneſs of his perſon, to {fit at the 
right-hand of an hero, though he were 
but five foot high. The ſame diſtinc- 
tion is obſerved among the ladies of the 
theatre, Queens and heroines preſerve 


their rank in private converſation, while 


thoſe who are waiting-women and maids 
of honour upon the ſtage, keep their 
diſtance alto behind the ſcenes. — 


I ſhall only add, that by a parity of 

reaſon, all writers of tragedy look upon 
it as their due to be ſeated, ſerved, or 
ſaluted, before comic writers: thoſe who 


deal in tragi · comedy ufually taking their 
ſeats between the authors of either ſide. 
There has been a long diſpute for pre- 
cedency between the tragic and hero 
poets. Ariſtotle would have the latter 
vield the Pas to the former; but Mr. 
Dryden; and many others, would never 
ſubmit to this deciſion. Burleſque writ- 
ers pay the ſame deterence to the heroic, 
as comic writers to their ſerious brothers 


in the drama. : 


By this ſhort table of laws, .order is. 


kept up, and diſtinction preſerved in the 


whole republic of letters. 


| _ 
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Ne DXXX. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 


sie VISUM VENERIT;z CUI PLACET IMPARTS 
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FORMAS ATQUZ ANIMOS SUB JUGA AHENZA 


SVO MITTERE CUM 


THUS VENUS SPORTS: THE RICH, TH 


JOCOs try £3 


Hor. OD. xxxIII. L. I. VER, 10. 


- * 


* BASE,; 


UNLIKE IN FOR TUNE, AND IN FACE, 
T0 DISAGREEING LOVE PROVUKES; 
WHEN CRUELLY JOCOSE, 955 
SHE TIES THE FATAL NOOSE, | 


AND BINDS UNEQUALS TO THE /BRAZEN YOKES. 


11 is very uſual for thoſe who have 
1 been ſevere upon marriage, in ſome 
part or other of their lives, to enter into 
the fraternity which they have ridiculed, 
and to ſee their raillery return upon their 
own heads. I ſcarce ever knew a wo- 
man- hater that did not ſooner, or later, 
pay for it. Marriage, which is a bleſſ- 
ing to another man, falls upon ſuch an 
one as a judgment. Mr. Congreve's 
Old Batchelor is ſet forth to us with 
much wit and humour, as an example 
of this kind. In ſhort, thoſe who have 


moſt diſtinguiſned themſelves by railing. 
at the ſex in general, very often make 


an honourable amends, by chuſing one 
of the moſt worthleſs perſons of it tor 
a companion and yoke- fellow. Hymen 
be wen, es reyenge in kind on thoſe who 
turn his myſteries into ridicule. 

My friend Will Honeycomb, who 
Vas ſo unmercifully witty upon the wo- 
men, in A couple of letters, which I 
lately communicated to the public, has 
given the ladies ample ſatisfaction by 
marrying a farmer's daughter; a piece 
of news which came to our club by the 
laſt poſt, The Templar is very poſitive 


that he has married a dairy-maid ; but 


Will, in his letter to me on this occa- 
ſicn, ſets the belt face upon the matter 


that he can, and gives a more tolerable 


account of his ſpouſe. I muſt confeſs 
] ſuſpected ſomething more than ordi- 
nary, when upon opening the letter I 
found that Will was fallen off from his 
former gaiety, having changed: Dear 
© Spec,* which was his uſuai ſalute at 


the beginning of the letter, into—“ M 

« worthy friend,” and ſubſcribed him- 
ſelf in the latter end of it at full length, 
William Honevcomb.” In ſhort, the 
gay, the loud, tne vain Will Huney- 
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comb, who had made love to every great 


fortune that has appeared in town for 


above thirty years together, and boaſted 


of favours from ladies whom he had 


never ſeen, is at length wedded to a plain 
country girl. TE 

His letter gives us the picture of a 
converted rake. The ſober character 
of the huſband is daſhed with thc 
man of the town, and enlivened with 
thoſe little cant-phraſes which have made 
my friend Will often thought very pretty 
company. But let us hear what he ſays 


for himlelf. 


MY.WOR THY FRIEND, 1 
I Queſtion not but you and the reſt of 
my acquaintance, wonder that I, who 
have lived in the ſmoke and gallantrics 
of the town for thirty years together, 


ſhould all on a ſudden grow fond ot à 


country life. Had not my dog of 4 
ſteward run away as he did, without 
making up his accounts, I had ſtill been 
immerted in hn and fea-coal. But ſince 
my late forced viſit to my eſtate, I am 
ſo pleaſed with it, that I am reſolved to 
live and die upon it. I amevery day 
abroad among my acres, and can ſcarce 
forbear filling my letter with breezes, 
ſhades, flowers, meadows, and purling 


ſtreams. The ſimplicity of manners, 


which I have heard you ſo often ſpeak 
of, and which appears here in perfection, 
charms me wonderfully. As an in- 
ſtance of it, I muſt acquaint you, and. 
by your means the whole club, that 1 
have lately married one of my tenant 3 
daughters. She is born of honeſt pa- 


rents, and though ſhe has no portion, 
ſhe has a great deal of virtue. The 1+ 
tural ſweetneſs and innocence of her be- 


naviour, the freſhnels of her com pre 
| the 
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the unaffected turn of her ſhape and per- 
{on, ſhot me through and through every 
time I ſaw her, and did more execution 
upon nie in grogram, than the greateſt 
beauty in town or court had ever done 
in brocade. In ſhort, ſhe is ſuch an 
one as promiſes me à good heir to my 
eſtate; and if by her means I cannot 
leave to my children what are falſely call- 
ed the gifts of birth, high titles and alli- 
ances I hope to convey to them the 
more real and valuable gifts of birth, 
ſtrong bodies and healthy conſtitutions. 
As for your fine women, I need not tell 
thee that I know them. I have had my 
ſhare in their graces, but no more of 
that, It ſhall be my buſineſs hereafter 
to live the life of an honeſt man, and to 
act as becomes the maſter of a family. 
J queſtion not but I ſhall draw upon me 
the raillery of the town, and be treated 
to the tune of The Marriage-hater 
matched; but I am prepared for it. 
{ have been as witty upon others in my 
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time. To tell thee truly, I ſaw ſuch a 
tribe of faſhionable young fluttering 
coxcombs ſhut up, that I did not think 
my poft of an Homme de ruelle any 
longer tenable. I felt a certain ſtiffneis 
in my limbs, which entirely deſtroyed 
that jantineſs of air I was once maſter 
of. Beſides, for I may now confelis 


my age to thee, I have been eight and 


forty above theſe twelve years. Since 
my retirement into the country will 
make a vacancy in the club, I could 


wars dan goes! fill up my place with 
1 


my friend Tom Dapperwit. He has 
an infinite deal of fire, and knows the 
town. For my own part, as I have 
{ſaid before, I ſhall endeavour to live 


hereafter ſuitable to a man in my ſation, 
as a prudent head of a family, a good 


huſband, a careful father, (when it ſhal! 
fo happen) and as your molt ſincere 


friend, and humble ſervant, _ 


WILLIAM HONEYCOMB, 


NY DXXXI. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 


QUI MARE ET TERRAS VARIISQUE MUNDUM 
TEMPERAT HORI: „ 
UNDE NIL MAJUS GENERATUR IPSO, 
NEC YIGET QUICQUAM SIMILE AUT SECUNDUMs. 


Hor. Ob. x11. I. I. VER If, 


- WHO GUIDES BELOW, AND RULES ABOVE, 
THE GREAT DISPOSER, AND THE MIGHTY KING; 
THAN HE NONE GREATER, NEXT HIM NONE, 


THAT CAN BE, IS, OR WAS; 
SUPREME HE SINGLY FILLS THE THRONE. 


\IMONIDES being aſked by Dio- 
nyſius the tyrant what God was, de- 
fired a day's time to conſider of it be- 
fore he made his reply. When the day 
was expired, he deſired two days; and 
afterwards, inſtead of returning his an- 
wer, demanded ſtill double the time to 
conſider of it. This great poet and phi- 
loſopher, the more he contemplated the 
nature of the Deity, found that he 
waded but the more out of his depth; 
and that he loſt himſelf in the thought, 
inſtead of finding an end of it. | 
If we conſider the idea which wile 
men, by the light of rzaſon, have framed 
of the Divine Being, it amounts to this: 
that he has in him all the perfection of 
a ſpiritual nature; and fince we have no 
notion of any kind of ſpiritual perfec- 
tion but what we diſcover in our own 


fouls, we join infinitude to each kind of 


+ 


Underſtanding. 


CnxEcH, 


theſe ; and what is a faculty 
in an 


1man ſoul, becomes an attribute 


in God. We exiſt in place and time, 


the Divine Being fills the immenſity of 
{pace with his preſence, and inhibits 
eternity. We are poſſeſſed of a little 


power and a little Knowledge, the Di- 


vine Being is almighty and omniſcient. 
In ſhort, by adding infinity to any kind 


| £ m our idea of the 
great Sovereign of nature. 3 
Though every one who thinks muſt 


have made this obſervation, I ſhall pros 
duce Mr. Locke's authority to the fame 


purpoſe, out of his Eſſay on Human 


idea we hu ve of the incomprehenſible 
© Supreme Being, we ſhall find, that 


ve come by it the ſame way z and that 


6 the 


6 R 


of perfection we enjoy, and by joining 
all theſe different kinds of perfect ions in 
one Being, we ferm ou 


« If we examine the 


— 


—— —— —— ——— 


ſtrokes in ourſelves. 
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the complex ideas we have both of 
God and ſeparate ſpirits, are made up 
of the ſimple ideas we receive from 
reflection: v. g. having, from what 


we experiment in ourſelves, got the 


c 

6 

* 

4 

3 

© ideas of exiſtence and duration, of 
© knowledge and power, of pleature and 
© happineſs, and of ſeveral other quali- 
e ties and powers, which it is better to 
© have than to be without; when we 
© would frame an idea the molt ſuitable 
© we can to the Supreme Being, we en- 
large every one of theſe with our idea 
of infinity; and ſo putting them to- 
© gether, make our complex idea of 
God.“ | 5 | 5 
It is not impoſſible that there may be 
many kinds of ſpiritual perfection, be- 
fides thoſe which are lodged in an hu- 


man foul ; but it is impollible that we 
ſhould have the ideas of any kinds of 


erlection, except thoſe of which we 
Lbs ſome ſmall rays and ſhort 1mperfe&t 
It would be there- 
fore a very high preiump ion to deter- 
mine whether the Supreme Being has 
not many more attributes than thoſe 


which enter into our conceptions . of 
him. 
any kind of ſpiritual perfection which is 


This is certain, that if there be 


not ma ked out in a human ſoul, it be- 
lungs in it's fulneſs to the divine na- 
ture. 1 5 
Several eminent philoſophers have 
imagined that the foul, in her ſeparate 
ſtate, may have new faculties ſpringing 


up in ner, which ſhe is not capable of 
exerting during her pretent union with 
the body; and whether theſe faculties 


may not correſpond with other attri- 
butes in the divine nature, and open to 


us hereafter new matter of wonder and 
adoration, we are altogether ignorant. 
This, as I have ſaid belore, we ought. 


to acquieſce in, that the Sovercign Ee- 
ing, the :reat Autnor of nature, has in 
him all paſſible perfection, as well mkivd 
as in degree; to {peak according toe our 
methods of cance.ving, I ſhall only add, 


under this head, tha when we have. 
Faiied our notion oi this Infinite Being 


as hich as it is poſſible for the mind cf 
man % go, it will jali infinitely ſhort of 
what he really is. © There is no end 
of his grratnets :? the moſt exalted rea- 


ture he has made is only capable of 


adoring it, none but himſelf can com- 
The advice of the fon of Sirach is 


very Juit and lublime in this light. By 


THE SPECTATOR. 


his word all things conſiſt. We may 


c 

© ſpeak much, and yet come ſhort ; 
© wherefore in ſum, he is all. How 
© ſhall we be able to magnify him? For 
© he is great above all his works. The 
© Lord is terrible and very great; and 
* marvellous in his power. When you 
* glorify the Lord, exalt him as much 
as you can: for even yet will he far 
exceed. And when you exalt him, 


not weary ; for you can never go far 
enough. Who hath ſcen him, thathe 


* 

c 

© put forth all your ſtrength, and he 
£c 

« 


might tell us? and who can magnify 
© him as he is? there are yet hid greater 
* things than theſe be, for we have {cen 
© but a few of his works.“ 

T have here only conſidered the Su- 
preme Being by the light of reaſon and 
philolophy. If we would ſee him in all 


the wonders of his mercy, we muſt have 
recourſe to revelation, which repreſents 


him to us, not only as infinitely great 
and glorious, but as infinitely good and 
juſt in his diſpenſations towards man, 
But as this is a theory which falls under 


every one's conſideration, though in- 
deed it can never be ſufficiently conſi- 
dertd, I ſhall here only take notice of 
that habitual worſhip and veneration 


which we ought to pay to this Almighty 

Being. We ſhould often refreſh our 
minds with the thought of him, and an- 
11hijate ourſelves before him, in the con- 


templation of our own worth]eſtnels, 


and cf his tranſcendent excellency and 
perfection. This would imprint in our 
minds ſuch a conſtant. and uninterrupt- 
ed awe and vener ation as thai which I 


am here reccnmending, ard which is 
in reality a kind of inceſſant prayer, and 


reaſonable humiliation of the ſoul before 
him who made it. Ri . 
This would effectually kill in us all 
the little ſeeds of pride, vanity, and et- 
conceit, which are apt to ſoot up in the 


minds of ſuch whoſe thoughts run mere 


on thoſe comparative advantages which 
they enjoy over ſome of their fellw— 


creatures, than on that infinite diſtanct 


which is placed between them and the 


ſupreme Model of all perfection. It 
would likewiſe quicken our deſires and 


endeavours of uniting ourſelves to him 
by all the ads of religion and virtue. 
Such an habitual homage to the Su- 
preme Being would, in a particuſar man- 
ner, baniſh from among us that pre- 
vailing impiety of uſing his name on the 
molt trivial occations, | | 


— = * R a 
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I find the following paſſage in an ex- 
cellent ſermon, preached at the funeral 


of a gentleman who was an honour to 
bis country, and a more diligent as well 


as ſucceſsful inquirer inte the works of 
nature, than any other our nation has 
ever produced. He had the profoundeſt 
© yeneration for the great God of heaven 
and earth that I have ever obſerved in 
any perſon. The very name of God 
was never mentioned by him without 
a pauſe and a vifible ſtop in his dil- 
courle; in which, one that knew him 
moſt particularly above twenty years, 
has told me, that he was lo exact, 
© that he does not remember to have ob- 
« ſerved him once to fail in it.“ 
Every one knows the veneration which 


* 


was paid by the Jews to a name ſo great, 
wonderful, and holy. They would not 
let it enter even into their religious diſ- 
courſes. What can we then think of 
thoſe who make ule of ſo tremendous a 
name in the ordinary expreſſions of their 
anger, mirth, and moſt impertin:nt paſ- 


ſions? Of thoſe who admit it into the 


mort familiar queſtions and aflertions, 
ludicrous phraſes and works of humour? 


not to mention thoſe who violate it by 
ſolemn perjuries? It would be an affront © 


to reaſon to endeavour to let forth the 
horror and profaneneſs of ſuch a prac- 
tice. The very mention of it expoles it 
ſufficiently to thoſe in whom the light of 
nature, not to ſay religion, is not utterly 
extinguiſhed, * 0 


No DXXXII. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 


——FUNGOR VICE COTIS, ACUTUM | | 
REDDERE CA FERRUM VALET, EXSORS IPSA STAND. 


Hor. Ars POET. VER. 304. 


1 PLAY THE WHETSTONE: USELESS AND UNFIT 


TO CUT MYSELF, I SHARPEN OTAERS WIT. 


[7 is a very honeſt action to be ſtu- 
dious to produce other men's me- 
rit; and I make no ſcruple of ſaying J 
have as much of this temper as any man 
in the world. It would not be a thing 
to be bragged of, but that it is what any 
man may be maſter of who will take 
pains enough for it. Much oblervation 
of the unworthineſs in being pained at 
the excellence of another, will bring 
you to a {corn of yourſelf for that un- 
willingneſs : and when you have got ſo 
far, you will find it a greater pleature 
than you ever before knew, to be zea- 
lous in promoting the fame and welfare 
of the praiſe-worthy. IT do not ſpeak 


this as pretending to be a mortified ſelf- 


. c : 
denying man, but as one who has turn- 


ed his ambition into a right channel. I 


claim to myſelf the merit of having 
extorted excellent productions from a 


perſon of the greateſt abilities, who would 


not have let them appeared by any other 
means; to have animated a few young 


gentlemen into worthy purſuits, who. 
will be a glory to our age; and at all 


times, and by all poſſible means in my 
power, undermined the. intereits of ig- 


norance; vice, and folly, and attempt 
ed to ſubſtitute in their ſtead, learning, 


Piety, and good ſenle. It is from this 


a 


CREECHs 


honeſt heart that T find myſelf honoured. 
as a gentleman-uſher to the arts and 
ſciences, Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope 
have, it ſeems, this idea of me. The 


former has writ me an excellent paper 
of verſes in praiſe, forſooth, of myſelf; 
and the other incloſed for my peruſal an 
admirable poem, which, I hope, will 
ſhortiy ſee the light. In the mean time 
I cannot ſuppreſs any thought of his, 


but inſert this ſentiment about the dying 
words of Adrian. TI will not determine 
in the caſe he mentions ; but have thus 
much to ſay in tavour of his argument, 


that many of his own werks which I 


have teen, convince me that very pretty 


and very ſubl;me ſentiments may be 


lodgeci in the ſame boſom without dimi- 
nution to it's greatneis. | 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 5 
Was the other dav in company with 


3 . by > o 
= five or fix men of ſome learning; 


where chancing to mention the famous 


verſes which the Emperor Adrian ſpoke 


on his ieath-hed, they were all agreed 
that it vas a piece of gatety unworthy 
that prince in thoſe circumſtances. I 


could not but diff-nt from this opinion: 


methinks it was by no means a gay, 
but a very ferious ſoliloquy to his foul 
| 2 | at 
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at the point of his departure: in which 
ſenſe I naturally took the verſes at my 
firſt reading them when I was very 
young, and before I knew what inter- 


pretation the world generally put upon 


themes 
| Animula, va ula, blandula, 
Hoſpes e corporis, 
uc nunc abibis in loca, 
Pallidula, rigido, nudula, 
Nec (ut ſoles dabis jocos ! 


„Alas, my ſoul ! thou pleaſing companion of 


. this body, thou fleeting thing that art 
nowdeſerting it! whither art thou flying! 
To what unknown region? Thos art all 
trembling, fearful, and penſive« Now 


what is become of thy former wit and hu- 


mour? Thou ſhalt jeſt and be gay no 
more. | 


1 confeſs I cannot apprehend where 


lies the trifling in all this; it is the moſt 
natural and obvious reflection imagin- 
able to a dying man: and if we conſider 
the emperor was a heathen, that doubt 


concerning the future ſtate of his foul 


will ſeem fo far from being the effect of 
want of thought, that it was ſcarce rea- 


- ſonable he ſhould think otherwife ; not 
to mention that here is a plain confeſ- 
ſion included of his belief in it's immor- 
tality. The diminutive epithets of - 
gula, blandula, and the reſt, appear not 


to me as expreſſions of levity, but ra- 


ther of endearment and concern: fuch 


as we find in Catullus, and the authors 


of Hendeca-ſyllabi after him, where 


they are uſed to expreſs the utmoſt love 


and tenderneſs for their miſtreſſes.— If 
Jou think me right in my notion of the 
{ words of Adrian, be pleaſed to in- 


ſert this in the Spectator; if not, to ſup- 
I am, Cc. 


re THE SUPPOSED AUTHOR OF 
THE SPECTATOR. 


JN courts licentious, and a ſhameleſs ſtage, 
How long the war ſhall wit with virtue 
| wage? 20 
Inchanted by this proſtituted fair, | 
Our youth run headlong in the fatal ſnare ; 
In height of rapture claſp unheeded pains, 
And ſuck pollution thro' the tingling veins. 


Thy ſpotleſs thoughts unſhock'd the prieſt 
| may hear, TT 
And the pure veſtal in her boſom wear. 
To conſcious bluſhes and diminiſh'd pride, 


Thy glaſs betrays what treach' rous love would 


hide; 


Nor harſh thy precepts 7 put infus'd by ſtealch, 


U apa nouns rt 


THE SPECTATOR. 


Pleaſe while they cure, and cheat us inte 
health. | 
Thy works in Chloe's toilet gain a part, 
And with his tailor ſhare the fopling's heart: 
Laſh'd in thy ſatire, the penurious cit 
Laughs at himſelf, and finds no harm in wit: 
From felon gameſters the raw ſquire is free, 
And Britain owes her reſcu'd oaks to thee. 
His miſs the frolic viſcount dreads to toaſt, 
Ur his third cure rhe ſhallow templar boat ; 
And the raſh fool who ſcorn'd the beaten road, 
Dares quake at thunder, and confeſs his God. 


The brainleſs ſtripling, who, expell'd the 
town, 
Damn'd the ſtiff college and pedantic gown, 


Aw'd by thy name, is dumb, and thrice a week 


Spells uncouth Latin, and pretends to Gree}, 
A ſantring tribe] ſuch born to wide eſtates, 
With Tea and No in ſenates holds debates : 
At length de ſpis'd, each to his fields retires, 
Firſt with the dogs, and king amidſt the 
ſquires; | 
From pert to ſtupid ſinks ſupinely down, 
In youth a coxcomb, and in age a clown, 
Such readers ſcorn'd, thou wing'ſt thy 
daring flight | | 
Above the ſtars, andtread'ſt the fields of light; 
Fame, Hcav'n andHell, are thy exalted theme, 
And viſions ſuchas Jove himſelf might dream; 
Man funk to flay'ry, tho* to glory born, 
Heay*n's pride when upright, and deprav'd 
his fcorn. : | 


Bauch hints alone could Britiſh Virgil lend, 
And thou alone deſerve from ſuch a friend: 


A debt ſo borrow'd, is illuſtrious ſhame, 
And fame when ſhar'd with him is double 


fame | SS, 
So fluſh'd with ſweets, by beauty's queer 
be ſtow'd, be | 
With more than mortal charms ZEneas 
glow'd;':. | | 


Such gen” rous ſtrifes Eugene and Marlbro' try, 

And as in glory, ſo in friendſhip vie. 
Permit theſe lines by thee to live nor 
blame ; 


A muſe that pants and languiſhes for fame; 
That fears to fink when humbler themes ſhe 


fings, MS | | 
Loſt in the maſs of mean forgotten things. 
Receiv'd by thee, 1 propheſy, my rhimes 
The praiſe of virgins in ſucceeding times: 
Mix'd with thy works, their life no bounds 
ſhall ſee, 


But ſtand protected, as inſpir'd, by thee, 


So ſome weak. ſhoot, which elfe would 
_ poorly riſe, TY TE 
Jove's tree adopts, and lifts him to the ſkies 3 


Thro' the new pupil foſt'riug juices flow, 


Thruſt forth the gems, and give the flow'ss 
to blow OY | 

Aloft; immortal reigns the plant unknown, 

Wich borrow'd life, and vigour net his own- 
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PO THE SPECTATOR -< GENERAL, 


MR. JOHN SLY HUMBLY SHEWE TH, | 
THAT upon reading the deputation 
given to the ſaid Mr. John Sly, all 
erſons paſſing by his obſervatory be- 
iaved themſelves with the ſame de- 
corum, as if your honour yourſelf had 
been preſent. CD - 
That your ſaid officer is preparing, 
according to your honour's ſecret in- 
ſtructions, hats for the ſeveral kind ef 
heads that make figures in the realms of, 
Great Britain, with cocks ſignificant of 


their powers and faculties. 


That your ſaid officer has taken due 


notice of your inſtructions and admoni- 
tions concerning the internals of the 


head from the outward form of the ſame; 


THE SPECTATOR. 
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His hats for men of the faculties of law 
and phyfic do but juſt turn up, to give 


a little life to their ſagacity; his mili- 
tary hats glare full in the face; and he 


has prepared a familiar eaſy cock for all 


good companions between the above- 
mentioned extremes. For this end he 
has conſulted the moſt learned of his ac- 


quaintance ſor the true forms and di- 
menſions of the Lepidum Caput, and 


made a hat fit for it. 

Your ſaid officer does further repre- 
ſent, that the young divires about town 
are many of them got into the cock 
military, and deſires your inſtructions 
therein, | 

That the town has been for ſeveral 


days very well behaved, and further 


your faid officer ſaith not. 3 


Ne DXXXIIL. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 


iMMO DUAS DABO, INQUIT IL LE. UNA sI PARUM EST: 


ET SI DUARUM FOENITERIT, ADDENTUR DUE. 


P Au r, 


© nay,” SAYS HF, © 1F ONE IS TOO LITTLE, IWIII GIVE YOU TWO; AND 1F 
| © Two WILL NOT SATISFY vou, 1 WILL ADD TWO MORE." 8 


TO THE SPECTATOR: 
S1, 5 | 


Cob have often given us very ex- 
cellent diſcourſes againſt that un- 


natural cuſtom of parents, in forcing 


their children to marry contraiy to their 
inclinations. My own caſe, without 


farther preface, I will lay before you, 
and leave you to judg My ta- 


| ge of it. 
ther and mother both being in declining 


years, would fain fee me, their eldeſt 


ion, as they call it, ſettled, 


choice of four. 


— 


I am as 
much for that as they can be; but I mult 


be ſettled, it ſeems, not according to 
my own, but their liking. Upon this 
account, I am teazed every day, becauſe 

I have not yet fallen in love, in ſpite of 


nature, with one of a neighbouring gen- 


tleman's daughters; for, out of their 


abundant generoſity, they give me the 
© Jack,” begins my fa- 
ther, Mrs. Catharine is a fine wo- 
man.“ Yes, Sir; but ſhe is rather 
© too old. She will make the more 
* diſcreet manager, boy.“ Then my 
mother plays her part—* Is not Mrs. 


© Betty exceeding fair ?'— Yes, Ma- 


* dam; but the 1s of no converſation : 


_ * ſhe has no fire, no agreeable vivacity; 


* the neither ſpeaks nor looks with ſpi- 


rit.— True; ſon; but for thoſe very 


'© reaſons, ſhe will be an eaſy, ſoft, ob- 


© liping, tractable creature. After 
© all,” cries an old aunt, (who belongs 
to the clais of thoſe who read plays with 
ſpectacles on) © what think you, nephew, 
of proper Mrs. Dorothy ?'—< What 
do I think? why, I think, ſhe cannot 
be above ſix feet two inches high.'— 
Well, weil, you may banter as long as 
you pleaſe, but height of ſtature is com- 
manding and majeſtick.“' —* Come, 
come,” ſays a couſin of mine in the 
family, I will fit him; Fidelia is yet 
behind - Pretty Miſs Fiddy mult pleaſe 


A aA aA aA » _ a A 


© you,'— Oh! your very humble ſer- 


vant, dear coz; ſne is as much tos 
young as her eldeſt ſiſter is too old. 
Is it ſo indeed, quoth ſhe, good Mr. 


Pert? You who are but barely turned 


half a year's time will be in her teens; 
and ſhe is capable of learning ary 


. 
* 
o 
* 
© of twenty-two, ard Mits Fiddy in 
6 
c 
© thing. Then ihe will be fo obſer- 
c 
o 


vant; ſhe will cry perhaps now and 


then, but never be angry.“ Thus 
they will think for me in this matter, 
wherein I am more particularly con- 
cerned than any body elſe. If I name 


any woman in the world, one of theſe _ 


daughters bas certainly the ſame quali- 
| SITE ties. 
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Spectator, what a comfortable life I lead. 
To be ſtill more open and free with you, 
J have been paſſionately fond of a young 
lady—whom give me leave to cal! Mi- 
randa - no for thele three years. I have 
often urged the matter home to my pa- 


rents with all the ſubmiſſion of a ſon, 


but the impatience of a lover. Pray, 
Sir, think of three years; what inex- 
preſſible ſcenes of inquietude, what va- 
riety of miſery, muſt J have gone through 
in three long whole years! Miranda's 
fortune is equal to thoſe I have men- 
tioned ; but her relations are not inti- 
mates with mine. Ah! there's the rub. 
Miranda's perſon, wit, and humour, are 
what the niceſt fancy could imagine; 
and though we know you to be ſo ele- 


| gant a judge of beauty, yet there is 


none among all your various characters 
of fine women preferable to Miranda. 
In a wor], ſhe is never guilty of doing 
any thing but one amiſs—if ſhe can be 
thonght to do amiſs by me—in being 
as blind to my faults, as ſhe is to her 
own perfections. 
humble obedient ſervant, 


DUSTERERASTUS. 


NMR. SPECTATOR, | 
\ THEN you ſpent fo much time as 
you did lately in cenſuring the am- 
bitious young gentiemen who ride in 
triumph through ton and country in 
coach-hoxes, I wiſhed you had employ- 
ed thoſe moments in conſideration of 
what paſſes ſometimes withinßde of 
thoſe velncles. I am ſure I ſuffered ſuf- 
ficiently by the infolence and ili-bre2d- 


ing of {ome perſons who travelled lately 


with me in a ſtage-coach out of Eſſex to 
London. I am ture, when you have 
heard what I have to lay, you will think 


there are perſons under the character of who, finding ſome of his friends very 


gentlemen that are fit to be no where 
elie but in the coach-hox. Sir, IT am a 
young woman of a ſober and religious 
education, and have preſerved that cha- 
racter; but on Monday was fortnight it 
was my misfortune to come to London. 
1 was no ſooner clapt in the coach, but, 


to my great ſurprize, two perſons in ihe 


habit of gentlemen attacked me with 


{uch indecent diſcourſe as I cannot re- 
peat to you; ſo you may conclude not 


fit for me to hear, I had no relief but 
the hopes of a. ſpeedy end of my fhort 
journey. Sir, form.to yourſelf what a 
perſecution this muſt nesds bs to a vir- 


| THE SPECTATOR, 
ties.” You ſee by theſe few hints, Mr. 


was called a captain, and entertained us 


I am, Sir, your very 


the uſual paſſions of gaming. 


tuous and chaſte mind; and in order to 
your proper handling ſuch a ſubject, 
tancy your wife or daughter, if you 
had any, in ſuch circumſtances, and 
what treatment you would think then 
due to ſuch dragoons: One of them 


with nothing but filthy ſtupid queſtions, 
or lewd ſongs, all the way. Ready to 
burſt with ſhame and indignation, I re- 
pined that nature had not allowed us as 
eaſily to ſhut our ears as our eyes. But 
was not this a kind of rape? Way ſhould 
there be acceſſaries in raviſhment any 
more than murder? Why ſhould not 
every contributor to the abuſe of chaſti- 
ty ſuffer death? I am ſure theſe ſhame- 
leſs hell-hounds deſerved it highly. Can 
you exert yourſelf better than on ſuch 
an occaſion? If you do not do it effec- 
tually, I will read no more of your pa- 
pers. Has every impertinent fellow a 
privilege to torment me, who pay my 
coach-hire as well as he? Sir, pray con- 


ſider us in this reſpect as the weakeſt lex, 


and having nothing to defend ourſelves ; 
and I think it as gentleman-like to chal- 

lenge a woman to fight, as to talk ob- 
ſcenely in her company, eſpecially when 
ſhe has not power to ſtir. Pray let me 
tell you a ſtory which you can make fit 
for public view. I knew a gentleman, 


. who having a very good opinion of the 


gentlemen of the army, invited ten or 
twelve of them to ſup with him; and at 
the ſame time invited two or three friends 
who were very ſevere againit the manners 
and morals of gentlemen of that profet- 
ſion. It happened one of them brought 
two captains of his regiment newly come 
into the army, who at firlt onſet engaged 
the company with very lewd healths and 


ſuitable diſcourſe. You may caſily mas 


cine the confuſion of the entertainer ; 


uneaſy, deſired to tell them the ſtory of 
a great man, one Mr. Locke—whun I 
find von frequently mention-—that being 
invited to dine with the then Lords Ha- 
litax, Angleſey, and Shaftſbury; im- 
mediately after dinner, inſtead ot con- 


verſation, the cards were called for, 


where the bad or good ſucceſs produced 


Mr. 


Locke retiring to a window, and writ- 
ing, my Lord Angleſey defired to know _ 
what he was writing—“ Why, my 
©-Jords,* anſwered he, I could not fleep 
© laſt night for the pleaſure and im- 
« provement I expected from the con- 
| « veriation 


C 
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e verſation of the greateſt men of the 
age.“ This ſo fenfibly ſtung them, 
that they gladly compounded to throw 
their cards in the fire if he would his 
paper, and fo a converſation enſued fit 
for ſuch perſons. This ſtory preſt fo 
hard upon the young captains, together 
with the concurrence of their ſuperior 
officers, that the young fellows left the 


company in confuſion. , Sir, I know 
; - | ef bg 0 . \ 
you hate long things; but it you like it, 
you may contract it, or how you will; 


but I think it has a moral in it. 


But, Sir, I am told you are a famous | 


mechanic as well as a looker-on, and 
theretore humbly, propoſe you would in- 
vent ſome padlock, with tull power un- 
der your hand and ſeal, for all modeſt 
perſons, either men or women, to clap 
upon the mouths of all ſuch impertinent 
impudent fellows: and I with you would 


publiſh. a proclamation that no modeſt 
perſon that has a value for her counte- 
nance, and . conſequently would not be 


put out of it, preſune to travel after ſuch 


a day without one of them in their 
pockets. I fancy a ſmart; Spectator 
upon this ſubje& would ſerve for ſuch a 
padlock, and that public notice may be 


given in your paper where they may be 
had with directions, price 2d. and that 


part of the directions may be, when any 


perſon preſumes to be guilty of the 


above-mentioned crime, the party ag- 


grieved may produce it to his face, with 


a requelt to read it to the company. He 

muſt be very much hardened that could 

outface that rebuke; and his further pu- 

niſhment ] leave to you to preſcribe. 
Your humble ſervant, 


| PENANCE CRUEL, 


Ne DXXXIV. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 


RARUS ENIM FERME SENSUS COMMUNIS IN ILLA 


FORTUNA — 


th. 
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-WE SEI DOM FIND 


Jov. SA r. viII. VER. 73. 


MUCH SENSE WITH AN EXALTED FORTUNE JOIN*D. 


NMR. SPECTATOR, 


| Som a young woman of nineteen, 


the only daughter of very wealthy 
parents; and have my whole lite been 
uſed with a tendernets which did me no 
great ſervice in my education. I have 
berhaps an uncommon defire for knuw- 
[aloe of what is ſuitable to my ſex and 


quality z but as far as I can remember, 


the whole diſpute about me has been, 
whether ſuch a thing was proper for the 
child to do, or not? Or whether ſuch or 


ſuch a food was the more wholelome for 


the young lady to eat? This was ill for 
my thape, that for my complexion, and 
the other for my eyes. I am not extra- 
vagant when I tell you, I do not know 
that I have trod upon the very earth 
ever ſince I was ten years old: a coach 
or chair I am obliged to for all my mo- 
tions from one place to another ever 
ſince I-can remember. 


ing ſtories of the notable things I have 
ſaid, and the womanly manner of my 
behaving myſelf upon ſuch and ſuch an 
occaſion. This has been my ſtate, un- 
til I came towards years of womanhood; 


All who had to 


do to inſtruct me, have ever becn bring- 


STEPNEY, 


and ever fince I grew towards the age 


of fifteen, I have been abuſed after an- 


other manner. Now, forſooth, I am 


ſo killing, no one can ſafely ſpeak to 
me. Our houſe is trequented by men 


of ſenſe, and I love to aſs queſtions 
when I fall into {ſuch converſation; but 
I am cut ſhort with ſomething or other 
about my bright eyes. There is, Sir, a 
language particular for talking to wo- 
men in; and none but thoſe of the very 


firſt good-breeding (who are very, jew, 


and who ſeldom come into my way) 
can ſpeak to us without regard to our 
lex. Among the generality of thoſe 


they call gentlemen, it is impoſſible for 
me to {pak upon any ſubje& whatſoever, 
without provoking ſomebody to ſay 


On! to be fure fine Mrs, Such-a-ons 
muſt be very particularly acquainted 
with all that; all the world would 
contribute to her entertainment and 
information.“ Thus, Sir, I am fa 
handſome that I murder all who approach 
me; fo wiſe, that I want no new notice; 
and fo well bred, that I am treated by 


SS W X 


all that know me like a fool, for no one 


will anſwer as if I were their friend 
| Or 
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er companion, Pray, Sir, be pleaſed 
to take the part of us beauties and for- 
tines into your conſideration, and do 
not let us be thus flattered out of our 
ſenſes. I have got an huſly of a maid, 
who is moſt craftily given to this ill qua- 
lity. I was at firſt diverted with a cer- 
tain abſurdity the creature was guilty of 
in every thing ſhe ſaid : ſhe is a country 
girl, and in the dialect of the ſhire ſhe 
was born in, would tell me that every 
body reckoned her lady had the pureſt 
red and white in the world; then ſhe 
would tell me, I was the moſt like one 
Siſly Dobſon in their town, who made 
the miller make away with himſelf, and 
walk afterwards in the corn-field where 
they uſed to meet. With ail this, the 
cunning huſly can lay letters in my way, 
and put a billet in my glove, and then 
tand in it-ſhe knows nothing of it. I 
do not know, from my birth to this 
day, that I have been ever treated by 


any one as I ought; and if it were not 


for a few books which I delight in, I 
| ſhoull be at this hour a novice to all 
common ſenſe. Would it not be worth 

your while to lay down rules for beha- 
viour in this caſe, and tell pon that 

we fair ones expect honeſt plain anſwers 


as well as other people? Why muſt I, 
good Sir, becauſe I have a good air, a 


fine complexion, and am in the bloom 


of my years, be miſled in all my actions; 


and have the notions of good and ill 
confounded in my mind, for no other 


offence, but becauſe I have the advan- 


tage of beauty and fortune? Indeed, Sir, 
what with the filly homage which is paid 
to us by the ſort of people I have above 
ſpoken 'of, and the utter negligence 
which others have for us, the converſa- 
tion of us young women of condition is 
no other than what muſt expoſe us to 
ignorance and vanity, if not vice. All 
this is humbly ſubmitted to your ſpec- 


e 


tatorial wiſdom, by, Sir, your humble 


jervant, | 5 
N SHARLOT WEALTHY. 
1 0 F 91 8 
| WILL'S COFFEE-HOUSEs 

MRe SPECTATOR, . 


PRAY, Sir, it will ſerve to fill up a 


paper, if you put in this; which is 


only to aſk, whether that copy of verſes, 
which is a paraphraſe of Iſaiah, in one 
of your ſpeculations, is not written by 
Mr. Pope? Then you get on another 

ine, by putting in, with proper diſtan- 


your humble ſervant, 


ces, as at the end of a letter, I am, Sir, 
ABRAHAM DAPPERWwiT, 


MR, DAPPERWIT) | 
Jan glad to get another line forward, 
by ſaying that excellent piece is Mr. 
Pope's; and fo, with proper diſtances, [ 
am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
„ THE SPECTATOR, 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 

Was a wealthy grocer in the city, 

and as fortunate as diligent ; but I 
was a ſingle man, and you know there 
are women. One in particular came to 
my ſhop, who I wiſhed might, but was 
afraid never would make a grocer's wife. 
I thought, however, to take an effec- 
tual way of courting, and fold her at leſs 
price than I bought, that I might buy at 
leſs price than I fold. She, you may be 


ſure, often came and helped me to many 


cuſtomers at the ſame rate, fancying J 
was obliged to her. You mult needs 
think this was a good living trade, and 

my riches mult be vaſtly improved. In 

fine, I was nigh being declared bank- 
rupt, when I declared myſelf her lover, 
and ſhe herſelf married. I was juſt in 
a condition to ſupport myſelf, and am 


now 1n hopes of growing rich by loſing 


my cuſtomers. Yours, = 
| | JEREMY COMFIT, 


MR. SPECTATOR, 5 
Jan in the condition of the Idol you 
was once pleaſed to mention, and 
bar-keeper of a coffee-houſe. I believe 
it is needleſs to tell you the opportuni- 
ties I muit give, and the importunitics 
J ſuffer. But there is one gentleman 
who beſieges me as cloſe as the French 
did Bouchain. His gravity makes him 
work cautious, and his regular ap- 
proaches denote a good engineer. You 
need not doubt of his oratory, as he is a 
lawyer; and eſpecially fince he has had to 
little uſe of it at Weſtminſter, he may 


| Ipare the more for me. 


What then can weak woman do? J 


am willing to ſurrender, but he would 


haveitatdiſcretion,and I with diſcretion, 
In the mean time, whilſt we parley, our 


ſeveral interelts are neglected. As his 


ſiege grows ſtronger, my tea grows 
weaker; and while he pleads at my bar, 
none come to him for counſe} but 7 
forma pauperis. Dear Mr. SpeRator, 
adviſe him not to inſiſt upon hard heh 
| Clcs, 


> 


cles, nor by his irregular deſires contra- 
dict the well-meaning lines of his coun- 
tenance. If we were agreed, we might 
ſettle to ſomething, as ſoon as we could 
determine where we ſhould get molt by 
the law, at the coffee-houſe, or at Weſt- 
mintter. Your humble ſervant, 

| LUCINDA PARLY. 


A MINUTE FROM MR. JOHN SLY. 
TH E world is pretty regular for about 


forty rods eaſt, and ten welt, of the 


obſervatory of the ſaid Mr. Sly; but he 
is credibly informed, that when they are 


got beyond the paſs into the Strand, or 


THE SPECTATOR, 


were before. 


\ 


thoſe who move city ward are got with- 
in Temple-Bar, they are juſt as they 
It is therefore humbly 
propoſed, that moving ſentries may be 
appointed all the buſy hours of the day 


between the Exchange and Weſtminſter, 


and report what paſſes to your honour, 
or your ſubordinate officers, from time 


Ordered, | 


That Mr. Sly name the ſaid officers, 


provided he will anſwer tor their prin- 
ciples and morals. | 


1 


No DXXXV. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13. 


SPEM LONGAM RESECES 


CUT SHORT VAIN 


\ TY four hundred and feventy-firit 
1 ſpeculation turned upon the fub- 
ject of hope in general. I deſign this 
paper as a ſpeculation upon that vain 
and fooliſh hope, which is miſemployed 
on temporal objects, and produces many 
ſorrows and calamities in human life. 

It is a precept ſeveral times inculcated 
by Horace, that we ſhould not entertain 


a hope of any thing in lite, which lies 


at a great diltance from us. The ſhort - 
els and uncertainty of our time here, 


makes ſuch a kind of hope unreaſonable 
and abſurd. The grave hes unſeen be- 
tween us and the object which we reach 


after: where one man lives to enjoy the 
good he has in view, ten thouſand are 
cat off in the purſuit of it. 


It happens likewiſe unluckily, that h 


one hope no ſooner dies in us, but an- 
ocher riſes up in it's ſtead. We are apt 
to fancy that we ſhall be happy and ſa- 
tisfied if we pollels ourſelves of ſuch 
and ſuch particular enjoyments; but 
either by reaſon of their emptineſs, or 
the natural inquietude of the mind, we 
have no ſooner gaincd one point, but 
we extend our hopes to another. We 
Kill find new inviting ſcenes and land- 


N ſkips lying behind thote which at a diſ- 


tance terminated our view. SEO 
The natural conſequences of {uch re- 
flections are theſe; that we ſhould take 


| cake not to let our hopes run out into 
do great a length; that we ſhould ſuffi- 
| iently weigh the objects of our hope, 


— 


Ho. Op. 1 L. I. VER. 7 * 
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whether they be ſuch as we may rea- 
ſonably expect from them what they 
propoſe in their fruition, and whether 
they are ſuch as we are pretty lure ot 


attaining, in caſe our lite extend it{elf 
fo far. 


If we hope for things which are 
at too great a diſtance from us, it is 


poſhble that we may be intercepted by 


death. in our progrels towards them. If 


we hope for things of which we have 
not thoroughly conſidered the value, 
our dilappointment will be greater than 


our pleaſure in the fruition of them. Ik 
we hope for what we. are nat likely to 
poſſeſs, we act and think in vain, and 


make life a greater dream and ſhadow 


than it really is. 

Many of the miſeries and misfortunes 
of life proceed from our want of conſi— 
deration in one or all of theſe particulars. 


Taney are the rocks on which the ſan- 
guine tribe of lovers daily. ſplit, and on 


wiiich the bankrupt, the politician, the 


alchymiſt, and projector, are caſt away 


in every age. 


| Bs 8 
overlook the goods of fortune which are 


near them, for ſomething that glitters 
in the ſight at a diſtance; to neglect. 
ſolid and ſubſtantial happineſs, far what 
is ſhowy and ſuperficial; and to con- 
temn that good that lies within their 
reach, for that which they are not ca- 
pable of attaining. Hops calculates it's 
ſchemes for a long and durable life; 


preiles forward to imaginary points of 
bliſs; 


1055 


Men of warm imagina- 
tions and towering thoughts are apt to 
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bliſs; and graſps at impoſſibilities ; and 
conſequently very often enſnares men 
into beggary, ruin, and diſhonour. 
What I have here ſaid, may ſerve as 
a moral to an Arabian fable, which I 
find tranſlated into French by Monſieur 
Galland. The fable has in it ſuch a 
wild but natural ſimplicity, that I queſ- 
tion not but my reader will be as much 
leaſed with it as I have been, and that 
e will conſider himſelf, if he reflects 


on the ſeveral amuſements of hope which 


have ſometimes paſſed in his mind, as a 
near relation to the Perſian glaſs-man. 
Alnaſchar, ſays the fable, was a very 


idle fellow, that never would ſet his 
hand to any buſineſs during his father's 


life. When his father died, he left him 


to the value of an hundred drachmas 
in Perfian monev. Alnaſchar, in order 


to make the belt of it, laid it out in 
glaſſes, bottles, and the fineſt earthen 
ware. Theſe he piled up in a large 
open baſket, and having made choice of 
a very little ſhop, placed the baſket. at 
his teet, and leaned his back upon the 


wall, in expectation of cuſtomers. As 


he fat in this poſture with his eyes upon 


the baſket, he fell into a moſt amuting 
train of thought, and was overheard by 


one of his neighbours, as he talked to 
himſelf in the following manner This 
© baſket,” ſays he, © colt me at the whole- 


© ſale merchant's an hundred drachmas, 


which is all I have in the world. 1 


by felling it in retail. Theſe two 
hundred drachmas will in a very little 
while riſe to four hundred, which of 
courſe will aniount in time to four 
thoutand. Four thouſand drachmas 


iand. As ſoon as by this means I 


turn jeweller. I ſhall then deal in 
diamonds, pearls, and all ſorts of rich 
ſtones. When 1 have got together 
as much wealth as I can well deſire, 
I will make a purchaſe of the' fineſt 
houſe I can find, with lands, ſlaves, 


gin to enjoy myſelt, and make a noiſe 
in the world. I will not, however, 
ſtop there, but 11] continue my traffic 
thouſand drachmas. When I have 


thouſand drachmas, I ſhall naturally 
«* ſet myſelf on the foot of a prince, 
, | 
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ſhall quickly make two hundred of it, 


cannot fail of making eight thou- 


am maſter of ten thouſand, I will lay 
aſide my trade of a glaſs-man, and 


eunuchs, and horſes. I fhall then be- 


in his thoughts: ſo that unluckily ſtrik- 
until I have got together a hundred 
the foundation of all his grandeur, le 
thus made myſelt maſter of a hundred 
from him into the ſtreet, and broke * 


and will demand the grand viſier's 
© daughter in marriage, after having 
< repreſented to that miniſter the in- 
© formation which I have received of 
© the beauty, wit, diſcretion, and other 
© high qualities which his daughter 
© poſſeſſes. I will let him know at the 
« ſame time that it is my intention to 
© make him apreſent of a thouſand pieces 
© of gold on our marriage-night, A; 
© ſoon as J have married the grand vi- 
© fier's daughter, I will buy her ten 
© black eunuchs, the youngeſt and beſt 
© that can be got für money. I mut 
© afterwards make my father-in-law a 
« viſit with a grand train and equipage. 
And when F am placed at his right. 
© hand, which he will do of courſe, if 
© it be only to honour his daughter, I 
© will give him the thouſand pieces of 
© gold which I promiſed him, and after. 
« wards, to his great ſurpriſe, will pre- 
© ſent him another purſe of the ſame 
© value, with ſome ſhort ſpeech: as 
« Sir, you ſee I ama man of my word: 
« Ialways give more than I promiſe.” 
© When I have brought the princeſs 
© to my houſe, I ſhall take particular 
© care to breed her in a due reſpect to 
© me, before I give the reins to love and 
© dalliance. To this end I ſhall con- 
© fine her to her own apartment, make 
© her a ſhort viſit, and talk but little to 
© her. Her women will repreſent to me, 
© that the is inconſolable by reaſon of 
© my unkindneſs, and beg me with tears 
© to careſs her, and let her fit down by 
« me; but I ſhall ſtill remain inexora- 
© ble, and will turn my back upon ber 
© all the firſt night. Her mother Wii 
© then come and bring her daughter to 
© me as I am ſeated upon my {oiz, 
© The daughter, with tears in her eyes, 
« will fling herſelf at my feet, and beg 
© of me to receive her into my favour: 
© then will I, to imprint in her a the- 
© rough veneration for my perſon, dra 
© up my legs and ſpurn her from me 
« with my foot, in ſuch a manner, that 
© ſhe ſhall fall down ſeveral paces from 
e the ſofa.*  —© | x 
Alnaſchar was entirely ſwallowed up 
in this chimerical viſion, and could not 
forbear acting with his foot what he had 


ing his baſket of brittle ware, which was 
kicked his glaſſes to a great diſtance 


into ten thouſand pieces. N 
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ol! vERE PHRYGIAM, NEQUE ENIM PHRYGES | 


o! LESS THAN WOMEN, IN THE SHAPES OF MEN! 


8 I was the other day ſtanding in 
4A my bookſeller's ſhop, a pretty 
young thing, about eighteen years of 
age, ſtept out of her coach, and bruſh- 
ing by me, beckoned the man of the 
ſhop to the farther end of his counter, 
where ſhe whiſpered ſomething to him 
with an attentive look, and at the fame 


time preſented him with a letter : after 


which, preſſing the end of her fan upon 
his hand, ſhe delivered_ the remaining 
part of her meſſage, and withdrew. I 


; - obſerved, in the mid(t of her diſcourſe, 


that ſhe fluſhed, and caſt an eye upon 


me over her ſhoulder, having been in- 


formed by my bookſeller, that I was the 
man with the ſhort face, whom ſhe had 
{> often read of. Upon her paſſing by 


me, the pretty blooming creature ſmiled 
in my face, and dropped me a curteſy. 
She j 
ſalute, before ſhe quitted the ſhop with 


carce gave me time to return her 


an eaſy ſkuttle, and ſtepped again into 


her coach, giving the footmen direc- 
tions to drive where they were bid. 


Upon her departure, my bookſeller gave 
me a letter, ſuperſcribed—* To the in- 


© genious Spectator,” which the young 
la ſy had deſired him to deliver into my 
own hands, and to tell me that the 


ſpeedy publication of it would not only 
oblige herſelf, but a whole tea-table of 


my friends. I opened it therefore, with 


a reſolution to publiſh it, whatever it 
thould contain, and am ſure if any of 
my male readers will be ſo ſeverely cri- 
tical as not to like it, they wauld have 
been as well pleaſed with it as myſelf, 


had they ſeen the face of the pretty 


{cribe, 


you are always ready to receive an 

_* uſeful hint or propoſal, and ſuch, 
I believe, you will think one that may put 
you in a way to employ the moſt idle part 
of the kingdom; I mean that part of 
mankind ho are known by the name of 
women's- men, or beaus, &c. Mr. Spec- 


tator, you are ſenſible theſe pretty gen- 
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tlemen are not made for any manly em. 


ployments, and for want of buſineſs are 
often as much in the vapours as the la- 


dies. Now what I propoſe is this, fmce 


knotting is again in faſhion, which has 


been found a very pretty amuſement, 
that you will recommend it to theſe 


_ gentlemen as ſomething that may make 


them uſeful to the ladies they admire. 
And ſince it is not inconſiſtent with any 
Same, or other diverſion, for it may be 


done in the play-houſe, in their coaches, 


at the tea-table, and in ſhort, in all 
places where they come for the ſake of 
the ladies, (except at church, be pleaſed 
to forbid it there, to prevent miſtakes) 


it will be eaſily complied with. It is 


beſides an employment that allows, as 
we ſee by the fair ſex, of many graces, 
which will make the beaus more readily 
come into it; it ſhews a white hand and 


a diamond ring to great advantage; it 


leaves the eyes at full liberty to be em- 
ployed as before, as alſo the thoughts, 


and the tongue. In ſhort, it ſeems in 


every reſpect ſo proper, that it is need- 


leſs to urge it farther, by ſpeaking of 


the ſatisfaction theſe male knotters will 


find, when they ſee their work mixed 
up in a fringe, and worn by the fair 


lady for whom and with whom it was 
done. Truly, Mr. Spectator, I cannot 


but be pleaſed I have hit upon ſome- 
ting that theſe gentlemen are capable 


of; tor it is ſad ſo conſiderable a part of 
the kingdom (I mean for numbers) 
ſhould be of no manner of uſe. I ſhall 


not trouble you farther at this time, but 


only to ſay, that I am always your 
reader, and generally your admirer. 


| e 
P. 8. The ſooner theſe fine gentlemen 


are ſet to work the better; there being 


at this time ſeveral fine fringes that only 


tay for more hands. 


I ſhall, in the next place, preſent my 
reader with the deſcription of a ſet of 
men who are common enough in the 
world, though I do not remember that 
602 


I have 
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J have yet taken notice of them, as they 
are drawn in the following letter. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


GIN CE you have lately, to ſo good 
purpoſe, enlarged upon conjugal love, 
it is to be hoped that you will diſcou- 


rage every practice that rather proceeds 


from a regard to intereſt, than to hap- 
pineſs. Now you cannot but obſerve, 
that moſt of our fine young ladies rea- 
dily fall in with the direction of the 
graver ſort, to retain in their ſervice, by 
{ome ſmall encouragement, as great a 
number as they can of ſupernumerary 
and inſignificant fellows, which they 
uſe like whifflers, and commonly call 
Shoeing-horns. "Theſe are never de- 
ſigned to know the length of the foot, 
but only, when a good offer comes, to 
whet and ſpur him up to the point, 
Nay, it is the opinion of that grave lady, 
Madam Matchwell, that it is ablolutely 
convenient for every prudent family to 
have ſeveral of theſe implements about 


the houſe, to clap on as occaſion ſerves, 
and that every ſpark ought to produce 


_ a certificate of his being a ſhoeing-horn, 
before he. be admitted as a ſhoe, A 
certain lady, whom I could name, if it 
was neceſlary, has at preſent more ſhae- 
 Ing-horns ot all fizes, countries, and 
colours, in her ſervice, than ever ſhe 
had new ſhoes in her lite. I have known 
a woman make ule of a fhoeing-horn 
for ſeveral years, and finding him un- 
ſucceſsful in that function, convert him 


at length into a ſhoe. I am miſtaken 


if your friend Mr. William Honey- 
conib was not a caſt-off ſhocing-horn 


before his late martiage. As for my. 
ſelf, I muſt frankly declare to you, that 
J have been an errant ſhoeing-horn for 
above theſe twenty years. I ſerved my 


firſt miſtreſs in that capacity above five 


of the number, before ſhe- was ſhod. I 
confeſs, though ſhe had many who made 
their application to her, I always thought 


mylelt the beſt ſhoe in her ſhop, and it 


was not until a month before her mar- 
riage that I diſcovered what I was, 
This had like to have broke my heart, 
and raiſed ſuch ſuſpicions in me, that J 
told the next I made Jove to, upon re- 
ceiring ſome unkind uſage from her, 
that I began to look upon myſelf as no 
more than her ſhoeing-horn. Upon 
which, my dear, who was a coquette in 


her nature, told me, I was hypochon- 


driacal, and that I might as well look 
upon myſelf to be an egg or a pipkin, 
But in a very ſhort time after ſhe gave 
me to know that I was not miſtaken in 
myſelf, It would be tedious to recount 
to you the life of an unfortunate ſhoe- 
ing-horn, or I might entertain you with 
a very long and melancholy relation of 
my futferings. Upon the whole, I think, 
Sir, it would very well become a man 


in your poſt, to determine in what cates 


a woman may be allowed, with honour, 


to make uſe of a ſhoeing-horn, as alſo 


to declare whether a maid on this ſide 
five and twenty, or a widow who has 
not been three years in that ſtate, may 
be granted fuch a privilege, with other 
difficulties which will naturally occur to 
you upon that ſubjet. J am, Sir, with | 
the moſt profound veneration, 

; | | Yours, &c» 
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FOR WE ARE HIS OFFSPRINGs 


TO THE SPECTATOR © 
| STR ' SETS F 
T has been uſual to remind perſons 


of rank, on great occaſions in life, 


of their race and quality, and to what 
expectations they were born; that by 


conſidering what is worthy of them, 


they may be withdrawn from mean pur- 
ſuits, and encouraged to Jaudable un- 
dertakings. This is turning nobility 
into a principle of virtue, and making it 


ARAT» 
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productive of merit, as it is underſtood 
to have been originally a reward of it. 


It is for the like reafon, I imagine, 
that you have in ſome of your ſpecula- 
tions aſſerted to your readers the dignity 
of human nature. But you cannot be 
inſenſible that this is a controverted doc- 
trine; there are authors who conſider 
buman nature in a very different view, 
and books of maxims have been written 
to ſhew the falſity of all human virtucs- 
The reflections which are made on this 

(28 | | ſubject, 
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. ſabje& uſually take ſome tincture from 


the tempers and characters of thoſe that 
make them. Politicians can reſolve the 
molt ſhining actions among men into 
artifice and deſign; others, who are 
ſoured by diſcontent, repulſes, or ill 
uſage, are apt to miſtake their ſpleen for 
philoſophy; men of profligate lives, and 


ſuch as find themſelves incapable of 


riſing to any diſtindtion among their fel- 
low creatures, are for pulling down all 
appearances of merit, which ſeem to 
upbraid them: and ſatiriſts deſcribe no- 
thing but deformity. From all theſe 
hands we have ſuch draughts of man— 
kind as are repreſented in thoſe burleſque 


pictures, which the Italians call Cari- 


caturas; where the art conſiits in pre- 


ſerving, amidſt diſtorted proportions and 


agoravated features, ſome diſtinguiſhing 
likcneſs of the perſon, but in ſuch a 
manner as to transform the moſt agree- 
able beauty into the molt odious mon- 
N -+ | | | 

It is very diſingenuous to level the 
beſt of mankind with the worſt, and for 
the faults of particulars to degrade the 
whole ſpecies. Such methods tend 


not only to remove a man's good opi- 


nion of others, but to deſtroy that re- 
verence for himſelf, which is a great 


virtue. 5 


It is true indeed that there are ſur- 


priſing mixtures of beauty and deformi- 


ty, of wiſdom and folly, virtue and vice, 
in the human make; ſuch a diſparity is 
found among numbers of the ſame kind, 
and every individual, in ſome inſtances, 


or at ſome times, is ſo unequal to him- 
ſelf, that man ſeems to be the moiſt wa- 
vering and inconitant being in the whole 
creation, So that the- queſtion in mo- 


rality, concerning the dignity of our 
nature, may at firſt ſight appear like 
ſome difficult queſtions in natural phi- 
loſophy, in which the arguments on 


both tides ſeem to be of equal ſtrength. 


| here 
borrow an admirable reflection from 
Monſieur Paſchal, which I think ſets it 


in it's proper light. 


It is of dangerous conſequence, 
fays he, 5 to preſent to man how near 


* he is to the level of beaſts, without 
* ſhewing him at the ſame time his great- 
* neſs. It is likewiſe dangerous to let 
* him ſee his greatneſs, without his 
* Meanneis, It is more dangerous yet 


guard of innocence, and a ſpring of 


4A 


© to leave him ignorant of either; but 
very beneficial that he ſhould be made 
« ſenſible of both.“ Whatever imper- 


fections we may have in our nature, it 


is the buſineſs of religion and virtue to 
rectify them, as far as is conliſtent with 
our preſent ſtate. Jn the mean time, it 
1s no ſmall encouragement to generous 
minds to conſider that we ſhall put them 
all off with our mortality, That fub - 
lime manner of ſalutation with which 
the Jews approached their kings _ 


O king, live for ever l' 


may be addreſſed to the loweſt and moſt 
deſpiſed mortal among us, under all the 


infirmities and diſtreſtes with which we 
fee him ſurrounded. And whoever be- 
lieves the immortality of the foul, will 
not need a better argument for the dig- 
nity of his nature, nor a ſtronger in- 
citement to actions ſuitable to it. | 

I am naturally hd by this reflection 
to a ſubject I have already touched upon 
in a former letter, and cannot without 
pleaſure call to mind the thoughts of 
Cicero to this purpoſe, in the cloſe of 
his book concerning old age. Every 
one who is acquainted with his writings, 
will remember that the elder Cato is in- 
troduced in that diſcourſe as the ſpeaker, 
and Scipio and Lelius as his auditors. 


looking forward as it were trom the 
verge of extreme old age into a future 


ſtate, and riſing into a contemplation on 


the unperiſhable part of his nature, and 


it's exiſtence after death. I ſhall collect 


part of his diſcourſe. And as you 
have formerly offered ſome arguments 


for the ſoul's immortality, agreeable 


both to reaſon and the Chriſtian doc- 
trine, I believe your readers will not he 
diſpleaſed to fee how the ſame great truth 
ſhines in the pomp of the Roman elo- 
quence, e 
This, ' ſays Cato, * 1s my firm per- 
ſuaſion, that ſince the human foul 
exerts itſelf with ſo great activity, 


the paſt, ſuch a concern for the future, 
ſince it is enriched with ſo many arts, 
ſciences, and diſcoveries, it is impoſſi- 
ble but the being which contains all 
theſe muſt be immortal. . 
« The elder Cyrus, juſt before his 
© death, is repreſented by Xcnophon 

«© ſpeaking after this manner. | 
« Think not, my deareſt children, 
&« thai when 1 depart from you, I 2 
|  .- 00 hs 
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This venerable perſon is repreſented 


ſince it has ſuch a remembrance of 
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© foul, even while I lived among you, 
< was inviſible to you; yet by my ac- 
* tions you were ſenſible it exiſted in 
Believe it therefore exiſt- 
« ing ſtill, though it be ſtill unſeen. 


4% How quickly would the honours of 


„ j[|uftrious men periſh after death, if 
« their ſouls. performed nothing to pre- 
* ſerve their fame? For my own part, I 
e never could think that the foul while 
* in a mortal body, lives, but when de- 

* parted out of it, dies; or that it's 

4 eonſctouſneſs is loſt, when it is diſ- 


charged out of an unconſcious habita- 


46 tion. But when it is freed from all 
* corporeal alliance, then it truly exiſts, 
*6 Farther, ſince the human frame is 
broken by death, tell us what becomes 


„ of it's parts? It is viſible whither the 


* materials of other beings are tranſ- 


. latect, namely, to the ſource from 
The 


&” whence they had their birth. 
* ſoul alone, neither preſent nor depart- 
* ed, is the object of our eyes.“ 
© Thus Cyrus. But to proceed. No 
one ſhall perſuade me, Scipio, that 
your worthy father, or your grand- 
* fathers Paulus and Africanus, or 


Africanus his father or uncle, or many 


4 other excellent men whom I need not 


name, performed ſo many actions to 


be remembered by poſterity, without 
being ſenſible that futurity was their 
right. And if I may be allowed an 
old man's privilege, to ſpeak of my- 
ſelf, do you think I would have en- 
dured the fatigue of ſo many weari- 
ſome days and nights, both at home 
and abroad, if I imagined that the 
ſame boundary which is ſet to my life 
muſt terminate my glory? Were it 
not more defirable to have worn out 
my days in eaſe and tranquillity, free 


But J know not how, my foul has 
always raifed itſelf, and looked for- 
ward on futurity, in this view and 
expectation, that when it ſhall depart 
out of life, it ſhall then live for ever; 
and if this were not true, that the 
mind is immortal, the fouls of the 


* 
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e be no more, but remember, that my 
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gleman who has obliged the world with 


from labour and without emulation? 
immortality of the ſoul, the 37 5th on 


love, and two or three other very fine 


poem, intituled, An Ode tothe Creator 


moſt worthy would not, above all 


© others, have the ſtrongeſt impul ſe to 
© glory. | 
c What beſides this is the cauſe that 
the wiſeſt men die with the greateſt 
equanimity, the ignorant with the 
greateſt concern? Does it not ſeem 
that thoſe minds which have the moſt 
extenſive views, foreſee they are re- 
moving to a happier condition, which 
thoſe of a narrow ſight do not per- 
ceive? I, for my part, am tranſported 
with the hope of ſeeing your anceſtors 
whom I have honoured and loved, and 
am earneſtly deſirous of meeting not 
only thoſe excellent perſons whom J 
have known, but thoſe two of whom 
T have heard and read, and of whom 
I myſelf have written; nor would I 
be detained from ſo plealing a jour. 
ney. O happy day, when I ſhall 
elcape from this crowd, this heap of 
pollution, and be admitted to that di- 
vine aſſembly of exalted ſpirits! When 
J ſhall go not only to thoſe great per- 
ſons I have named, but to my Cato, 
my ſon, than whom a better man was 
never born, and whoſe funeral rites I 
myſelf performed, whereas he ought 
rather to have attended mine. Vet 
has not his ſoul deſerted me, but 
ſeeming to caſt back a look on me, is 
gone before to thoſe habitations to 
which it was ſenſible I ſhould follow 
him. And though I might appear to 
have borne my loſs with courage, I 
was not unaffected with it, but I com- 
forted myſelf in the aſſurance that it 
would not be Jong before we ſhould 
meet again, and be divorced no more.“ 
| | Lam, Sir, &c. 
I queſtion not but my reader will be 
very much pleaſed to hear that the gen- 


the foregoing letter, and who was the 


author of the 21oth ſpeculation on the 
virtue in diſtreſs, the 525th on conjugal 


ones among thoſe which are not lettered | 
at the end, will ſoon publiſh a noble 


of the World, occaſioned by the frag- 
* ments of Orpheus. 5 
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Ne DXXXVIIIL. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 


 FINEM TENDERE OPUS. 


Hor, SAT. 1. L. 2. VIRe 1. 


TO LAUNCH BEYOND ALL BOUN DS. 


URPRIZE is ſo much the life of 
ſtories, that every one aims at 1t, 
who endeavours to pleaſe by telling 


them. Smooth delivery, an elegant 


choice of words, and a ſweet arrange- 
ment, are all beautifying graces, but 
not the particulars in this point of con- 
verſation which either long command 
the attention, or ſtrike with the violence 


of a ſudden paſſion, or occaſion the burſt 


of laughter which accompanies humour. 
I have ſometimes fancied that the mind 


is in this caſe like a traveller who ſees a a 


fine ſeat in haſte; he acknowledges the 
delightfulneſs of a walk ſet with regu- 


larity, but would be uneaſy if he were 


obliged to paſs it over, when the firſt 

view had let him into all it's beauties 

from one end to the other. 
However, a knowledge of the ſucceſs 


which ſtories will have when they are 


attended with a turn of ſui prize, as it 


has happily made the characters of ſome, 


ſo his it alſo been the ruin of the cha- 
racters of others. There is a ſet of men, 
who outrage truth, inſtead of affecting 


us with a manner in telling it; who 
overleap the line of probability, that they 


may be feen to move out of the common 


road, and endeavour only to make their 
| hearers ſtare by impoſing upon them 


with a kind of nonſenſe againit the phi- 


loſophy of nature, or ſuch a heap of 
wonders told upon their own knowledge, 


as it is not likely one man ſhould ever 
have met with. . E 

I have been led to this obſervation 
by a company into which I fell acci- 
dentally, The ſubject of antipathies 


| was a proper field wherein tuch falſe 
ſurprizers might expatiate, and there 


were thoſe preſent who appeared very 
fond to ſhew it in it's full extent of tra- 
ditional hiſtory. Some of them, in a 


learned manner, offered to our conſi- 


deration the miraculous powers which 
the effluviums of cheeſe have over bo- 


dies whoſe pores are diſpoſed to receive 


them in a noxious manner; otliers gave 


an account of ſuch who could indeed 


bear the ſight of cherſe, but not the 
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taſte ; for which they brought a reaſon 


from the milk of their nurſes. Others 
again diſcourſed, without endeavouring 


at reaſons, concerning an unconquer= 
able averſion which ſome ſtomachs have 
againſt a joint of meat when it is whole, 
and the eager inclination they have for 


it, when by it's being cut up, the ſhape 


which had affected them is altered. 
From hence they pals to eels, then to 
parſnips, and ſo from one averſion to 
another, until we had worked up ours 


ſelves to ſuch a pitch of complaiſance, 


that when the dinner was to come ing 
we enquired the name of every diſh, and 
hoped it would be no offence to any in 
company, before it was admitted. When 
we had tat down, this civility among 


us turned the diſcourſe from eatables to 


other ſorts of averſions; and the eternal 
cat, which plagues every converſation 


of this nature, began then to engroſs the 


ſubject. One had ſweated at the ſight 


of it, another had ſmelled it out as it 
lay concealed in a very diſtant cupboard; 
and he who crowned the whole ſet of 


theſe ſtories, reckoned up the number 
of times in which it had occahoned him 


to ſwoon away. At laſt,” ſays he, 


that you may all be ſatisfied of my in- 
vincible averſion to a cat, I ſhall give 
an unanſwerable inſtance: as I Was 
going through a ſtreet of London, 


over me, which I could not tell how 


was paſſing under a ſigu-· poſt on which 
the picture of a cat was hung.“ 


The extravagance of this turn in the 


way of ſurprize, gave a ſtop to the talk 
we had been carrying on: ſome were 
ſilent becauſe they doubted, and others 


becauſe they were conquered in their 


own way; to that the gentleman had an 


opportunity to prels the belief of it upon 


us, and let us {ce that he was rather ex- 
poſing himſelf than ridiculing others. 


I mutt freely own that J did not all 
this while diſbslieve every thing that was 


laid; 


ost 


where I had never been until then, I 
felt a general damp and faintneſs all 


to account for, until I chanced to cat 
my eyes upwards, and found that J 
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faid ; but yet I thought ſome. in the com- 
pany had been endeavouring who ſhould 
pitch the bar fartheſt; that it had for 
ſome time been a meaſuring caſt. and at 
laſt my friend of the Cat and Sign-poſt 
had thrown beyond them all. 

I then conſidered the manner in which 
this ſtory had been received, and the 
poſſibility that it might have paſſed for 
a jeſt upon others, if he had not labour- 
ed againſt himſelf. From henee, thought 

I, there are two ways which the well- 
bred world generally takes to correct 

ſuch a practice, when they do not think 

110 fit to contradict it flatly, 

115 The firſt of theſe is a general ſilence, 
14/4 which I would not adviſe any one to in- 

WA terpret in his own behalf. It is often 

11" the eſfe&t of prudence in avoiding a 
| jj _— quarrel, when they fee another drive ſo 
taſt that there 1s no ſtopping him without 
being run againſt; and but very ſeldom 
the effect of weaknels in believing ſud- 

.denly. The generality of mankind are 

not to groſsly ignorant, as ſome over- 

| Hearing ſpirits would perſuade them- 
| lelves; and if the authority of a charac- 
ter or a caution againſt danger make us 
ſuppreſs -our opinions, yet neither of 
theſe are of force enough to ſuppreſs our 
thoughts of tkem. It a man who has 
endeavoured to amuſe his company with 
improbabilities could but look into their 
minds, he wculd find that they imagine 
be lightly eſteems of their ſenſe when he 
thinks to impoſe upon them, and that 
he is leſs eſteemed by them for his at- 
tempt in doing ſo. His endeavour to 
glory at their expence becomes a ground 
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rence with which they entertain it 
begins the immediate puniſhment ; and 
4 indeed, (if we ſhould even go no far— 
1474 ther) ſilence, or a negligent indifference, 
| | has a deeper way of, wounding than op- 
1 pPoſition, becauſe oppoſition proceeds 
| frem an anger that has a fort of gene- 
rous fentiment for the 2dAvyeriary ming- 
ling along with it, while it ſhews that 
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him; in ſhort, that you think him worth 
while to conteſt with: but ſilence, or a 

egligent indifference, procerds from 
anger, mixed with a corn that ſhews 
another he is thought by you too con— 
temptible to be regarded. | 


has taken for corciling this practice of 


ef quarrel, and the {corn and indiffe- 


} 1 | ; . 7 - 
118} there is ſome elcem in your mind for 
1 384: : 
| 


The. other method which the world 


THE SPECTATOR. 


falſe ſurprize, is to overſhoot ſuch taſk. 
ers in their own bow, or to raiſe the 
ſtory with further degrees of impoſſibi— 
lity, and ſet up for a voucher to then 
in ſuch a manner as muſt let them {ce 
they ſtand detected. Thus I have heard 
a diſcourſe was once managed upon the 
effect of fear. One of the company 
had given an account how it had turned 
his friend's hair grey in a night, while 
the terrors of a thipwreck encompaſſed 


him. Another taking the hint from 


hence, began, upon his own knowledge, 
to enlarge his inſtances of the like nature 
to ſuch a number, that it was not pro- 
bable he could ever have met with them: 


and as he ſtil] grounded theſe upon dif. 


ferent cauſes for the ſake of variety, it 
might ſeem at laſt, from his ſhare of the 
converſation, almoſt impoſſible that any 
one who can feel the paſſion of fear 


ſhould all his life eſcape fo common an 


effect of it. By this time ſome of the 
company grew negligent, or deſirous ts 
contradict him: but one rebuked the 
reſt with an appearance of ſeverity, and 
with 'the known old ſtory in his head, 
aſſured them they need not ſcrupie to 
believe that the tear of any thing can 
make a man's hair grey, ſince he knew 
one whole periwig had ſuffered ſo by it. 
Thus he ſtopped the talk, and made 
them ealy. Thus is the fame method 
taken to bring us to ſhame, which we 
fondly take to increaſe our character. 
It is indeed a kind of mimicry, by which 
another puts on our air of conver{ation 


to ſhew us to ourſelves: he ſeems to look 
ridiculous before you, that you may re- 


member how near a reſemblance you 
bear to him, or that you may know that 
he will not lie under the imputation of 
believing you. Then it is that you are 
ſtruck dumb immediately with a con- 
ſcientious ſhame for what you have been 
faying. Then it is that you are in- 
wardly grieved at the ſentiments which 

you cannot but perceive others entertain 
concerning you, In ſhort, you are 
acainit yourſelf; the laugh of the com- 
pany runs againſt you; the cenfuring 


world is obliged to you for that triumph 


which you have allowed them at your 
own expence; and truth, which you have 
injured, has a near way of being reveng- 
ed on you, when by the bare repetition 
of your ſtory you become a frequent di- 
verſion for the ꝓublic. | 


AR. 
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WA. SPECTATOR, 1 125 
THE. other day, walking in Pancras 
1 Church-yard, I thought of. your 
paper wherein you mention epitaphs, 
and am of opinion this has a thought in 


i: worth being communicated to your 


rtader 8. | - 


No DXXXIX. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 
"UETEROCLITA 8UNTO» Quz Gznus. 
my THEY EETEROCLITEL. | 


uu. srTerATox, 


Am a young widow of good fortune 
1 and family, and juſt come to town 
where I find I have cluſters of pretty 
fellows come already to viſit me, ſome 
dying with hopes, others with 4ears, 
though they never ſaw me. Now what 
1 would beg of you would be to know 
whether I may venture to uſe theſe pretty 
fellows with the ſame freedom as I did 


my country acquaintance. I de lire your 


leave to uſe them as to me ſhall ſeem 
meet, without imputation of a jilt; for 
ſince I make declaration that not one of 
them ſhall have me, I think J ought to 
be allowed the liberty of inſulting thoſe 
who have the vanity to believe it is in 
their power to make me break that re- 
ſolution, There are ſchools for learn- 
ing to uſe foils, frequented by thoſe 
who never deſign to fight, and this uſe- 


leſs way of aiming at the heart without 


deſign to wound it on either fide, is the 
play with which I am reſolved to divert 
myſelf: the man who pretends to win, 
T ſhall uſe like him who comes into a 
fencing-ſchool to pick a quarrel. I hope, 


upon this foundation, you will give me 
the free uſe of the natural and artificial 


force of my eyes, looks, and geſtures. 


As for verbaf premiſes, T will make 


None, but. ſhall have no mercy on the 
conccited interpreters of glances and 
motions, I am particularly ſkilled in 
the'downcalt, eye, and the recovery into 


a ſudden fall alpect, ang away agains 


2s you may have ſeen ſometimes prac- 


(124 by us edirriety beauties beyond. all 


that you have obſerved in courts and 
titles. Add te this, Sir, that T haye a 
rudy peedleßs Took, which covers arti- 


[2 
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ice! N ny Þ Though I 
8 


gan Unce very well J affect a tottering 


appear an eaſy prey; and never exert 


.. . : 4 ha 1 
riches, my circumſtances are ſuch, that 


FH ERE innocence and beauty lies, whoſe 
| —_ 5 
Was ſnatch'd by early, not untimely death. 
Hence did ſhe go, juſt as ſhe did begin 
Sorrow to know, before ſhe knew to fin. 
Death, that does fin and ſorrow thus prevent, 


Is the next bleſſing to a life well ſpent. 


oy 


I am, Sir, your ſervants. 


- —_— ———_— — 


untaught way of walking, by which I 


my inſtructed charms until J find I have 
engaged a purſuer. Be pleaſed, Sir, 
to print this letter; which will certainly 
begin the chace of a rich widow : the 
many foldings, -eſcapes, returns, and 
doublings, which J make, I ſhall from 
time to time communicate to you, for 
the better inſtruction of all females who 
ſet up, like. me, for reducing the pre- il 
ſent exorbitant power and inſolence f 9 
man. I am, Sir, your faithful corre- 
ſpondent, 


— 


— — 
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RRIAC TA LOVELY, 


DE AR MR. SPECTATORy 


1 Depend upon your profeſſed reſpect 


for virtuous love, for your immedi- 
ately anſwering the deſign of this letter 


which is no other than to lay before the 
world the {everity of certain parents who 


deſire to ſuſpend the marriage of a diſ- 
creet, young woman of eighteen, three 
years longer, for no other reaſon but 
that of her being too young to enter into 
that, ſtate. As to the conſideration of 


I cannot be ſuſpected to make my ad- 
dreſſes to her on ſuch low motives as 
avarice or ambition. If. ever inn ocęnce, 
wit, and beauty, united their utmoſt 
charms, they have in her. I with you 
would expatiate a little on this ſaþje&t, 
and admoniſh her parents that it may 
be from the very, jimperſeQion of human 
nature itſelf, and. not any perſqnal frail- 
ty of her or me, that our inclinations 
baffled at preſent may alter; and while 
we are arguing with ourt:lves to put off 
the. enjoyment of our preſent paſſions, 
our affeckrons may change their objects 
ia the operation. It is a very delicate 
r ſuhject 


object to talk upon; bat if it were but 
kinted, IL am in hopes it would give the 

ties concerned ſome reflection that 
might expedite our happineſs. There 
s à poſſibility, and I hope I may ſay it 
without imputation of immodeſty to her 


X love with the higheſt honour; I ay 


there is a poſſibility this delay may be 
as painful to her as it is to me, If it 
be as much, it muſt be more, by reaſon 
of the ſevere rules the ſex are under in 
beiag denied even the relief of complaint. 
If you oblige me in this, and I ſucceed, 
I promiſe you a place at my wedding, 
and a treatment ſuitable to your ſpecta- 
torial dignity. Your moſt humble ſer» 
vant, | 

| Evs rack. 


o | 

1 Yeſterday heard a young gentleman, 

L that looked as if he was juſt come to 
the town and a ſcarf, upon evil ſpeak- 
ing; which ſubject, you know, Arch- 
bithop Tillotſon has ſo nobly handled 
in a ſermon in his Folio. As ſoon as ever 
he had named his text, and had open- 
ed alittle the drift of his diſcourſe, 1 


was in great hopes he had been one of 
Sir Roger's chaplains. I have conceiv- 


ed ſo great an idea of the charming diſ- 
courſe above, that I ſhould have thought 
one part of my Sabbath very well ſpent 


in hearing a repetition of it. But alas! 


— 
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Mr, Spectator, this reverend divine gays 
us his Grace's ſermon, and yet I do not 
know how; even I, that am ſure have 
read it at leaſt twenty times, could no} 
tell what to make of it, and was at z 


. Joſs ſometimes to gueſs what the man 


aimed at. He was ſo juſt, indeed, ag 
to give us all the heads and the ſub-di. 
viſions of the ſermon; and farther 1 
think there was not one beautiful thought 
in it but what we had. But then, Sir, 
this gentleman made ſo many pretty ad- 
ditions; and he could never give us 3 
paragraph of the ſermon, but he intro. 
duced it with ſomething which, me. 
thought, looked more like a deſign te 
ſhew his own ingenuity, than to in{tru& 
the people. In ſhort, he added and 
curtailed in ſuch a manner, that he vex- 


ed me; inſomuch that IT could not for. 


bear thinking (what, I confeſs, I ought 
not to have thought of in ſo holy a place) 
that this young ſpark was as juſtly 
blameable as Bullock or Penkethman 
when they mend a noble play of Shake. 
ſpeare or Jonſon. + Pray, Sir, take thi 

into your conſideration; and if we mi 
be entertained with the works of any of 


thoſe great men, defire theſe gentlemen 


to give them us as they find them, that 


ſo when we read them to our families at 


home, they may the better remember 
they have heard them at church. Sir, 
| | Your humble ſeryaiite 


N®DXL. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 
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| A $ECOND 18 NOT WANTING, 


R. SPECTATOR, 


K RE is no part of your writ- 


ings which I have in more eſteem 


than-your Criticiſm upon Milton, It is 
an honourable and candid endeavour to 
ſet the works of our noble writers in the 
graceful light which they deſerve. You 
will loſe much of my kind inclination 


towards you, if you do not attempt the 
encomium of Spenſer alfo, or at leaſt 


indulge my paſſion for that charming 
author ſo far as to print the looſe hints 
T now give you on that ſubject, 

_ _ + Spenſer's general plan is the repreſen- 


tation of ix, virtues, Holineſs, Tempe- 


Trance, Chaſtity, Friendſhip, Juttice, 
and Couttefy, m fix legends by fx per. 
e SLWED 45 ELD 
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ſons. The ſix perſonages are ſuppoſed, 


under proper allegories ſuitable to theit 
reſpective characters, to do all that is 
neceſſary for the full manifeſtation of 
the reſpective virtues which they are te 


'CXETT« - 


'Theſe, one might undertake to ſhew 


under the ſeveral heads, are admirably 
drawn; no images improper, and molt 


ſurprifingly beautiful. The Red · croſe 
Knight runs through the whole ſteps of 
the Chriſtian life; Guyon does all that 
temperance can poſſibly require; Bri- 
tomartis {a woman) obſeryes the true 
rules of unaffected chaſtity; Arthegal is 
in eyery reſpect of life ſtrictly and wiſely 
juſt; aligore is rightly Sen. 


> Cauſeleſs jealouſy in 
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In Mort, in Fairy- and here knights - 


errant have a full ſcope to range, and to 


oeven what Arioſtos and Orlandos could 
not do in the world without breaking 
into credibility, Spenſer's Knights have, 


under theſe. ſix heads, given a full and 


truly poetical ſyſtem of chriſtian, public, 
and low life. Ls on ! 
His legend of friendſhip is more dif- 
fuſe, and yet even. there the allegory is 
finely drawn, only the heads various, 
one knight' could not there ſupport all 
the pres; ror Ig 
To do honour to his country, Prince 
Arthur is an univerſal hero; in holi- 
nels, temperance, chaſtity, and juſtice, 
ſuper-excellent.... For the ſame reaſon, 
and to compliment Queen Elizabeth, 


Gloriana, Queen of Fairies, whole court 


was the aſylum: of the oppreſſed, repre- 
ſents that glorious queen. At her com- 
mands all theſe knights ſet forth, and 
only at hers the Red-croſs Knight de- 


ſtroys the dragon, Guyon overturns the 
bower of bliſs, Arthegal (i. e. Juſtice) 


beats down Geryonoe (i, e. Philip II. 
King of Spain) to reſcue Belge (i. e. 
Holland) and. he beats the Grantorto 
(the ſame Philip in another light) to 
reſtore Irena (i. e. Peace to Europe.) 


Chaſtity, being the firſt female vir- 


tue, Britomartis is a Briton ; her part 
15 fine, though it requires explication. 


His ſtile is very poetical ; no puns, af- 


feCtations of wit, forced antitheſes, or 
any of that low tribe. 


- 


His old words are all true Engliſh, | 


and numhers exquiſite ; and ſince of 
words there is the ulta renaſcentur, 
ſince they are all proper, ſuch a poem 
ſhould not (any more than Milton's) 
ſubſiſt all of it of common ordinary 
words, See inſtances of deſcriptions. 


| Britomartis, V. 
6, 14. in it's reſtleſſneſs — 


Like as a wayward child, whoſe ſounder ſſeep 


Is broken with ſome fearful dreams affright, 


With froward will doth ſet himſelf to weep, 


Ne can be ſtill'd for all his nurſe's might, 
But Kicks and ſqualls, and ſhrieks for fell 
323 
Now N her, and her looſs locks miſ- 
| uſing, | 
Now ſeeking darkneſs, and now ſeeking light; 
Then rant ſuck, and then the ſuck re- 
nun; 33 
Such was this lady's fit in her love's fond xc- 
ceuſing. | DR 
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Curioſity occafioned by jealoufy, u 
occaſion of her lover's {+ aa 1580. 
Stan. 8 7 9. | | 


There as the looked long, at laſt fhe fpy's 


One coming towards her with haſty ſpeed, 


Well ween'd ſhe then, ere him fhe plan 


deſcry'd, \ 


That it was one ſent from her love indeed 


Whereat her heart whs filb'd with hope and 


_ dread, 
Ne would the Ray till he in place could come, 
But ran to meet him forth to know his tid» 
ings ſome; A 


Even in the door him meeting, ſhe hegen 


© And where is he, thy lord, and how fat 


© hence? 


0 Declare at once; and hath he loſt er won ?* 


* 


Care and bis houſe are deſcribed thus, 
VCR 


Not far away, not meet for any guet, 


They ſpy'd a little cottage, like fome poor 
man's neſt. 


oy 
There ent'ring in, they found the good maſf a 
ſelf 5 


| elf, | | 

Full buſily unto his work ybent, 

Who was ſo weet a wretched weariſh elf, 
With hollow eyes and raw-bone cheeks fore 


ſpent, 125 


As if he had in priſon long been pent; 
Full black and griefly did his face appear, 


Beſmear'd wich ſmoke that nigh his eye- 
ſight blent, 5 8 


With rugged beard and hoary ſhagged hair, 
The which he never wont to comb, or come 


» 


ly ſhear, | 


Rude was his garment; and to rags all rent, 
Ne better had he, ne for better car d); 


With bliſtred hands emongſt the cinders brent, 


And fingers filthy, with long nails unpar'd, 


Right fit to rend the food on which he far'd. 
His name was Care; a blackſmith by his 


trade, , 


That neither day nor night for working ſpud, | 
But to ſmall purpoſe iron wedges made: | 


Thoſe be unquiet thoughts that careful minds 
J 86 ; 


Homer's epithets were much admired 


by antiquity : ſee what great juſtneſs 
and variety there is in theſe epithets of 


the trees in the foreſt where the Red- 
croſs Knight loſt Truth, B. 1. Cant. 1. 


Stan. 8, 9. 


The ſailing pine, the cedar proud and tall, 
The vine- prop elm, the poplar never dry, 
The builder-oak, ſole king of foreſts all, 
The aſpine good for ſtaves, the cypreſs funeral. 
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The laurel, meed of mighty conquerors, 
And poets ſage; the fir that weepeth fill, 
The willow worn of forlorn paramours, 

The yew obedient to the bender's will, 

The bizch for ſhafts, the ſallow for the mill: 
The myrrhe ſweet bleeding in the bitter 

ie, Bb 

The wa:like beech, the aſh, for nothing ill, 


The fruitful olive, and the plantane round, 
The carver holm, the maple ſeldom inward 


found. 


| I ſhall trouble you no more, but de- 
fire you to let me conclude with theſe 


THE SPECTATOR: 


verſes, though T think they have already 
been quoted by you: they. are directions 
to young ladies opprefed with calumny, 


© The beſt,” ſaid'he, ©that I can you adviſe, 
< Ts to avoid the occaſion of the ill; 

For when the cauſe whence evil doth ariſe 
© Removed is, the effect ſurceaſeth ſtill. 
Abſtain from pleaſure and reſtrain your will, 
© Subdue deſixe, and bridle looſe. delight, 


"© Uſe ſcanted diet, and forbear your fill, g 


© Shun ſecrecy, and talk in open fight; 
6 So ſhall you ſoon repair your preſent evil 


Ne DXLI. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20. 


FORMAT ENIM NATURA PRIUS NOS INTUS AD OMNEM 
FOR TUNARUM HABITUM: JUVATy, AUT IMPELLIT AD TRAM}. 
- AUT AD HUMUM MOERORE GRAVI DEDUCIT ET ANGIT: 


=y * 


ros r BFFERT ANIMI MOTUS INTERPRETE IIN OVA. 


Hog, Ars Pox r. VER 108. 


YOR NATURE FORMS AND SOFTENS US WITHIN, 

| AND WRITES OUR FORTUNE'S CHANGES IN OUR FACE + 
PLEASURES ENCHANTS, 1IMPETUOUS RAGE TRANSPORTS, 
AND GRIFF DEJECTS, AND WRINGS THE TORTUR'D, sou: 


| AND THESE ARE ALL INTERPRETED BY SPEECH, 


- N X friend the Templar, whom I 
IVI have ſo often mentioned in theſe 
writings, having determined to lay afide 


his poetical ſtudies, in order to a cloſer 
purſuit of the law, has put together, as 


_ a-farewel eſſay, ſome thoughts concern- 
ing pronunciation, and action, which 
he has given me leave to communicate 
to the public. They are chiefly collect. 
ed from his favourite author, Cicero, 
who is known to be an intimate friend 


of Roſcius the actor, and a good judge 


of dramatic performances, as well as the 


moſt eloquent pleader of «he time in 
which he lived, % | | 
Cicero concludes his celebrated books 
de Oratore with tome precepts for pro- 
nunciation and a&tivon, without which 


part he affirms that the beſt orator in 


the world can never ſucceed ; and an 
indiffzrent one, who is maſter of this, 
ſhall gain much greater applauſe, 


What could make a ſtronger impreſ- 


© fion,* ſays he, © than thoſe exclama- 


tions of Gracchus—* Whither ſhall. 
4 J turn? Wretch that I am! to what 


« place betake myſelf? Shall I go to 
« the Capitol? — Alas! it is overflowed 
wich my brother's blood. Or thal] 


| Roscommone 
e 


F retire to my houſe? Vet there I be- 
«© hold my mother plunged in miſery, 
% weeping and deſpairing!”” Theſe 
breaks and turns of paſſion, it ſeems, 
were. ſo enforced by the eyes, voice, 
and geſture of the ſpeaker, that his very 
enemies could not refrain from tears. 
I inſiſt, ſays Tully, © upon this the 
rather, becauſe our-orators, who are 
as it were actors of the truth. itſelf, 
have quitted this manner of ſpeakivg\ 
and the Players, who are but the imi- 
tators of truth, have taken it up. 

I ſhall therefore purſue the hint he has 


A 


” 66 A aA 9a 


here e me, and for the ſervice of the 


Britiſh ſtage, I ſhall copy ſome of the 
rules which this great Roman maſter 
has laid down; yet, without confining 
myſelf wholly to his thoughts or words: 
and to adapt this eſſay the more to the 
purpoſe for which J intend it, inſtead of 
the examples he has inſerted in his diſ- 
courſe, out of the ancient tragedies, I 
ſhall make ufe of parallel paſſages out 
of the moſt celebrated of our own. 
The deſign of art is to aſſiſt action as 
much as — in the repreſentation of 
nature; for the appearance of reality is 


that which moves us in all repreſenta- 


tions, 


\ 


hes | 
y- 
heſe 
ms, 
vice, 
very 
41S» 
the 
0 are 
tſelf, 
ing) 
e has 
}f the 
f the 
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tions, and theſe have always the greater 
force, the nearer they, approach to na- 
ture, and the lefs they ſhew. of imita- 


_—- 
Nature herſelf has aſſigned to every 
motion af the foul it's peculiar caſt of 


the countenance, tone of voice, and 


manner of geſture ;z and the whole per- 


{on, all the features of the face and tones. 


of the voice, anſwer, like ſtrings upon 
muſical inſtruments, to the impreſſions. 


made on them by the mind. Thus the. 
ſounds of the voice, according to the 
various touches which: raiſe them, form 


themſelves into an acute or grave, quick 
or flow, loud or ſoft tone, Theſe toa 
may be ſubdivided into. various kinds of 


tones, as the gentle, the rough, the 


contracted, the diffuſe, the continued, 
the intermitted, the broken, abrupt, 
EB | 

winding, ſoftened, or elevated, Every 
one of theſe may be employed with art 


and judgment; and all ſupply the actor, 


as colours to the painter, with an ex- 
e e 
Anger exerts it's pecullar voice in an 


acute, raiſed, and hurrying ſound. The 


| paſſionate character of King Lear, as 
it is admirably drawn by Shakeſpeare, 


abounds with the ſtrongeſt inſtances of 


this kind. 


— death Confuſion ! | 3 
Fiery ! — What quality? =» Why, Gloſter ! 
e 


LI 


Ta ſpeale with the Duke of Cornwall and 


£ his wife, | 

Are they inform'd of this? My breath and 
- bloody: = | | 
Fiery? the fjery duke? & c. 


Sorrow and complaint demand a voice 
quite different, flexible, low, interrupt- 
ed, and modulated in a mournful tone; 
as in that pathetical ſoliloquy of Car- 


= 


dinal Wolſey on his fall, 


Farewel !—a long farewel to all my greatneſs! 


This is the ſtate of man !—to-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope; to-morrow bloſ- 


foms, 8 | 
And bears his bluſhing honours thick: upon 
: him; Pha | | 
The third day comes a froſt, a killing froſt, 
And when he thinks, good eaſy man, full 
ſurely 


His greatneſs is a ripening, nips his root, 
And then he falls as I do. 


We have likewiſe a fine example of 


- this in the whole part of Andromache in 


105 
the Diſtreſt Mother, particularly in theſe 


lines 


I'll go, and in the anguiſh of my heart, 
Weep ober my child If he muſt die, my life 
Is wrapt in his, I ſhall. not long ſurvive. 
Twas for his ſake, that I have ſuffer'd life, 
Groan'd in captivity, and out-liv d Hector. 
Yes, my Aſtyanax, we'll go together ! 
Together to the realms of night we'll go; 7 
There tothy raviſh'd eyes thy fire I'll ſhow, 
And point him out among the ſhades below, 


Fear expreſſes itſelf in a low, heſitat 
ing. and abject ſound. If the reader 
conſiders the following ſpeech of Lady 
Macbeth, while her huſband is about 
te murder of Duncan and his grooms, 
he will imagine her even affrighted with 
the ſound of. 
ſpeaking it. 


Alas! J am afraid they have awak'd, 

And *tis not done; th” attempt, and not the. 
nn, 

Confound us. Hark !—I laid the daggers, 


ready,” 


He could not miſs them. Had he not re. | 


© ſembld 
My father as he ſlept, I had done it. 


Courage aſſumes a louder tone, as in 


the ſpeech of Don Sebaſtian, 


. Here fatiate all your fur; 

Let Fortune empty her whole quiver on me, 
I have a foul that, like an ample ſhield, 
Can take in all, and yerge enough for more, 


Pleaſure diſſolves into a luxurious, 
mild, tender, and joyous modulation; 
as in the following lines, of Caius. Ma- 


rius- 


Lavinia! O there's muſic in the name, 


That ſoftening me to infant tenderneis, 


Makes my heart ſpring like che farit leaps of | 


life. 0 | 


And perplexity is different from all 
theſe ; grave, but not bemoaning, with 


anearnelt uniform ſound of voice; as in 


that celebrated ſpeech of Hamlet. 


To be, or not to be that is the queſtion: 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to ſuffer 
The ſtings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms againſt a ſea of troubles, 
And by opp»oſing end them. To die, to ſleep 
No more, and by a ſleep to ſay we end 


The heart- ach, and a thouſand natural thocks: 


That fle ſh is heir to; tis a conſummation 
Devoutly to be wiſh' d. To die, to 8 
0 


her own voice while the is 


— 


1 — - * 
_ r 4 _ 4 

— — — — 

— —  —— — — — 


—— — — > —— 


DnD... LT 
— ONT 


— 
— — 


—— — — ” — — 
r a es ee aa 
= —_ a . 


— 


— WERE... 


= — * — 
_— ED —— — 
— = — — 
* » — = — * — 
2 * 75 * — , 8 . _ 
* 4 . 
1 — —— —— — * tjʒ⅛bu—ü—ͤ——ä— ́— «˙*;« 
5 i 


1066 


the rub. 


For in that ſleep of death what dreams may 


When we have ſnuffled off this mortal coil, 


Muſt give us pauſe—— There's the reſpect 


That makes calamity of ſo long life; 


For who would bear the whips and ſcorns of 


1 5 time, ö i 

Th' oppreſſors wrongs, the proud man's cone 
tumely, Tk f 12 5 

The pangs of deſpis'd love, the law's delay, 


The inſslence of office, and the ſpurns _ 


That patient merit of th* unworthy takes, 
When he himſelf might his guietus make 
With a bare bodkin? Who would fardles bear, 
To groan and ſweat under a weary life? 

But that the dread of ſomething after death, 
The undiſcover'd country, from whoſe bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will, 
And makes us rather chooſe thoſe ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of. 


As all theſe varieties of voice are to 


be directed by the ſenſe, ſo the action is 
tg be directed by the voice, and with a 


beautiful propriety, as it were to en- 


force it. The arm, which by a ſtrong. 
figure Tully calls the Orator's Weapon, 


is to be ſometimes raiſed and extended; 


and the hand, by it's motion, ſometimes 
to lead, and ſometimes to follow, the 


words as they are uttered. - The ſtamp- 


ing of the foot, too, has it's proper ex- 


reſhon in contention, anger, or abſo- 


| byte command, But the face is the epi- 
tome of the whole man, and the eyes 
are as it were the epitome of the face; 
for which reaſon, he ſays, the beſt 
the Romans were not ex- 


judges amo 
tremely pleaſed, even with Roſcius him- 
felf in his maſk, No part of the body, 


beſides the face, is capable of as many 
_changes as there are different motions 


in the mind, and of expreſſing them all 


by thoſe changes. Nor is this to be done 
without the freedom of the eyes; there- 


fore Theophraſtus called one, who barel 


rchearſed his ſpeech with his eyes fixed, 
an abſent actor. . 


As the countenance admits of fo great © tones naturally, and without touch- 
variety, it requires alſo great judgment y. 
to govern it. Not that the form df the 
face is to be ſhifted on every occaſion, 


leſt it turn to farce and buffoonery ; but 


2 * 


THE SPECTATOR, 
To ſleep; perchance to dream! Ah, there's 


it is certain, that the eyes have a won 
derful power of marking the emotions 
of the mind, ſometimes by a ſtedfaſt 
look, ſometimes by careleſs one, now 
by a ſudden regard, then by a joyful 
ſparkling, as the ſenſe of the words is 
diverſified: for action is, as it were, the 
ſpeech of the features and limbs, and 
muſt therefore conform itſelf always to 
the ſentiments of the ſoul. And it may 
be obſeryed, that in all which relates to 


the geſture, there is a wonderful force 


implanted by nature; ſince the vulgar, 
the unſkilful, and even the moſt barba- 
rous, are chiefly affected by this. None 
are moved by the ſoynd of words, but 


| thoſe who underſtand the language; and 
the ſenſe of many things is loſt upon 


men of a dull apprehenfion ; but action 
is a kind of univerſal tongue; all men 


are ſubject to the ſame paſſions, and con- 


ſequently know the ſame marks of them 
in others, by which they themſelves ex- 
FP | : 
Perhaps ſome of my readers may be 
of opinion, that the hints I have hers 
made uſe of, out of Cicero, are ſome. 
what too refined for the players on our 
theatre : in anſwer to which, I venture 


to lay it down as a maxim, that without 


good ſenſe no one can be a good player, 
and that he is very unfit to perſonate the 


dignity of a Roman hero, who cannot 


enter into the rules for pronunciation and 


geſture delivered by a Roman orator. | 


There is another thing which my au- 


thor does not think too minute to inſiſt 


on, though it is purely mechanical ; and 
that is the right pitching of the voice. 
On this occaſion he tells the ſtory ot 
Gracchus, who employed a ſervant with 


a little ivory pipe to ſtand behind him, 


and give him the riFht pitch, as often 
as he wandered too far from the proper 


modulation. Every voice, ſays Tully, 
y has it's particular medium and compaſs, 
© and the ſweetneſs of ſpeech conſiſts in 


© leading it through all the variety of 


ing any extreme. Therefore,” ſays 
he, © leave the pipe at home, but carry 


© the ſenſe of this cuſtom with you. 


Ns 
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= HE BEARD, 
WELL PLEAS'D, HIS EI BEFORE HIMSELF PREFERR'D 


© VW HEN J have been preſent in 


aſſemblies where my paper has 
deen talked of, I have been very well 
pleaſed to hear thoſe who would detract 
from the author of it obſerve, that the 
letters which are ſent to the Spectator are 
as good, if not better than any of his 
works. Upon this occaſion, many let- 
ters of mirth fare uſually mentioned, 


which ſome think the Spectator writ to 
himſelf, and which others commend be- 


cauſe they fancy he received them from 
his correſpondents: ſuch are thoſe from 
the valetudinarianz the inſpector of the 
fign-poſts; the maſter of the fan-exer- 


riſe; with that of the hooped petticoat; 


that of Nicholas Hart the annual fleep- 


erz that from Sir John Envill; that up- 


on the London cries; with multitudes 
of the ſame nature. As I love nothing 
more than to mortify the ill-natured, 


that I may do it effectually, I muſt ac- 
quaint them, they have very often praiſed 


me when they did not deſign it, and that 
they have approved my writings when 
they thought they had derogated from 
them. I have heard ſeveral of theſe un- 
happy gentlemen proving, by undeni- 
E a letter which I had written the day 
efore. Nay, I have heard ſome of 
them throwing out ambiguous expreſ- 
flong, and giving the company reaſon 
to ſuſpect that they themſelves did me 
the honour to ſend me ſuch and ſuch a 
particular epiſtle, which happened to be 
talked of with the eſteem or approbation 
of thoſe who were preſent. The rigid 


| critics are ſo afraid of allowing me any 


thing which does not belong to me, that 
they will not be poſitive whether the lion, 
je wild-boar, and the flower-pots in 

e play-houſe, did not actually write 
thoſe letters which came to me in their 
names. 1 muſt therefore inform theſe 
gentlemen, that I often chooſe this way 
of caſting my thoughts into a letter, for 


| the following reaſons: firſt, out of the 
q Pr of thoſe who try their jeſt upon 
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able arguments, that I was not able to 
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another, before they own it themſelves, 
Secondly, becauſe I would extort a little 
praiſe from ſuch who will never applaud 
any thing whoſe author is known and 
certain, Thirdly, becauſe it gave me 
an opportunity of introducing a great 


variety of characters into my work, 


which could not have-been done had I 
always written in the perſon of the Spec- 
tator, Fourthly, becauſe the dignity 
TpeCtatorial would have ſuffered, had I 


ene as from myſelf thoſe ſeveral 


1dicrous compoſitions which I have 
aſcribed to fictitious names and charac- 
ters. And, laſtly, becaule they often 
ſerve to bring in more naturally ſuck 


additional reflections as have been placcd 


at the end of them. 
There are others who have likewiſe 


done me a very particular honour, 


though undeſignedly. Theſe are ſuch 
who will needs have it, that I have 
tranſlated or borrowed many of my 


thoughts out of books which are writ- 


ten in other languages. I have heard 
of a perſon who is more famous for his 
library than his learning, that has aſ- 
ſerted this more than once in his private 


converſation. Were it true, I am ſure 


he could not ſpeak it from his own 
knowledge; but had he read the books 
which he has collected, he would find 
this accuſat ion to be wholly groundleſs, 
Thoſe who are truly learned will acquit 
me in this point, in which I have been 
ſo far from offending, that J have been 
tcrupulous perhaps to a fault in quoting 
the authors of ſeveral paſlages which I 
might have made my own. But as this 
aſſertion is in reality an encomium on 
what I have publiſhed, I ought rather to 
glory in it, than . endeavour to con- 
tute it. | VCC 
Some are ſo very willing to alienate 


from me that ſmall reputation which 


might accrue to me from any of my 
ſpeculations, that they attribute ſome of 
the belt of them to thoſe imaginary ma- 


nuſcripts with which I have introduced 
then 
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feſs, whoſe objections have given me a 


greater concern, as they ſeem to rife &, 


under this head, rather on my morality 
than on my invention. Thele are they 


- who ſay an author is guilty of falſhood, 


when he talks to the public of manu- 


ſcripts which he never ſaw, or deſeribes 


ſcenes of action or diſcourſe in which he 
was never engaged. But theſe gentle- 
men would do well to conſider, there is 
not a fable or parable which ever was 


made uſe of, that is not liable to this 
exception; ſince nothing, according to 
this notion, can be related innocently, 
Which was not once matter of fact. Be- 


ſides, I think the molt ordinary reader 
may be able to diſcover by my way of 
writing, what I deliver in theſe occur- 
rences as truth, and what as fiction. 

Since I am unawares engaged in an- 


5 ſwering the ſeveral objections which have 


been made againſt theſe my works, I 


muſt take notice that there are ſome who 
_ affirm a paper of this nature ſhould al- 


ways turn upon diverting fubjects, and 
others who find fault with every one of 


them that hath not animmediate tendency ' 
to the advancement of religion or learn- - 
ing. I ſhall leave theſe gentlemen to 


_ diſpute it out among themſelves; ſince we are under apprehenſions of lofing the 


1 ſee one half of my conduct patronized 


by each fide. Werel ſerious on an im- 


proper ſubject, or trifling in a ſerious 
one, I ſhould deſervedly draw upon me 
the cenſure of my readers; or were I 
conſcious of any thing in my writings 
that is not innocent at leaſt, or that the 
greateſt part of them were not ſincerely 


_ defigned to diſcounrenance vice and ig- 


norance, and ſupport the intereſt of true 


wiſdom and virtue, I ſhould be more 
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them. There are ethers, I muſt con- 


ſevere upon myſelf than the public is 
diſpoſed: to be. In the mean while J 


deſire my reader to cohfider every parti. 


cular paper or diſcourſe as a diſtin tract 


by itſelf, and independent of every thing 


that goes before or after it. . 
I ſhall end this paper with the follow. 


ing letter, which was really ſent me, as 


ſome others have been which I have pub- 
liſhed, and for which I muſt own myſelf 
indebted to their reſpective writers. 


I, . e 
] Was this morning in a company of 
your well-wiſhers, when we read 
over with great ſatisfaction Tully's ob- 
ſervations on action adapted to the Bri- 
tiſh theatre; though, by the way, we 
were very ſorry to find that you have 
diſpoſed of another member of your 
club. Poor Sir Roger is dead, and the 
worthy clergyman dying. Captain Sen- 
try has taken poſſeſſion of a fair eſtate; 
Will Honeycomb has married a farmer's 
daughter; and the Templar withdraws 
himſelf into the buſineſs of his own pro- 
feſſion. What will all this end in? We 
are afraid it portends no good to the 
public. Unleſs you very ſpeedily fix a 
day for the election of new members, 


Britiſh Spectator. I hear of a party of 
ladies who intend to addreſs you on this 
ſubject; and queſtion not, if you do not 
give us the ſlip very ſuddenly, that you 
will receive . from all parts of 
the kingdom to continue ſo uſeful a 


work. Pray deliver us out of this per- 


plexity, and among the multitudes of 
your readers you will particularly oblige 


your moſt ſincere friend and ſervant, 


0 PH1LO-SPECT 
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enn——_ ACIEs NON OMNIRBUS UNA, 


| NEC DIVERSA TAME N=—— 


Ovp. MET. L. 11. VER. 1% 


"THO* NOT ALIKE, CONSENTING PARTS AGREE, 
FASHION'D WITH SIMILAR VARIETYs 


HOSE who were ſkilful in ana- 7 


tomy among the ancients, con- 


eluded from the outward and inward. 


make of an human body, that it was 


the work of a Being tranicendently wiſe 


and powerful. As the world grew more 
enlightened in this art, their diſcoveries 


gave them freſſn opportunities of admir- 


— 


tain ufe; but as they ſay" that moſt of 


ing the conduct af Providence in the 
formation of an human body. Galen 
was converted by his diſſeckions, and 
could not but own a Supreme Being 
upon a ſurvey of this his handy- work. 

here are, indeed, many parts of whick 
the old anatomifts' did not know the cel- 
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tions, they did not queſtion. but thoſe, 
whole uſes. they could not determine, 


| were contrived with the ſame wiſdom for 
| reſpeRtive ends and purpoſes. 
| the circulation of the blood has been 
found out, and many other great diſco- 
| yeries have been made by our modern 
 anatomilts,, we ſee new wonders in the 
human frame, and diſcern ſeveral impor- 


Since 


tant uſes for thoſe parts, which uſes the 
ancient knew. nothing of. In ſhort, the 
body of man is ſuch a ſubje& as ſtands 
the utmoſt teſt of examination. Though 
it appears formed with the niceſt wiſ- 
dom, upon the moſt ſuperficial ſurvey 
of it, it ſtill mends upon the ſearch, and 
produces our ſurprize and amazement 1n 
proportion as we pry into it, What I 
have here ſaid of an human body, may 
be applied to the body of every animal 
which has been the ſubject of anatomical 
oblervations.. | | 

The body of an animal is an object 
adequate to our ſenſes, It is a particu- 
lar ſyltem of Providence that lies in a 
narrow compals. The on is able to 


command it, and by ſucceſſive enquiries 


tan ſearch into all it's parts. Could 
the body of the whole earth, or indeed 
the whole ' univerſe, be thus ſubmitted 


our enquiries, too unwieldy for the ma- 
nagement of the eye and hand, there is 
no queſtion but it would appear to us as 


curious and well contrived a frame as 
that of an human body. 
ſiee the ſame concatenation and ſubſer- 
| viency, the fame neceſſity and uſeful- 


nels, the ſame beauty and harmony in 


| all and every of it's parts, as what we 
© diſcover in the body of every ſingle 
animal. WS | 


The more extended our reaſon is, and 


the more able to grapple with immenſe 
objects, the greater (till are thoſe diſco- 
veries which it makes of wiſdom and 
E providence in the works of the creation. 
A Sir Iſaac Newton, who ftands up as 
the miracle of the preſent age, can look 
through a whole planetary ſyſtem; con- 
der it in it's weight, number, and mea- 
ure; and draw from it as many demon- 


| firations of infinite power and wiſdom, 
as a more confined underſtanding is able 


| to deduce from the ſyſtem of an human 


I Dody. 


Fe. 
} 


But to return to eur ſpeculations on 
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thoſe which they examined were adapted 
| with admirable art to their ſeveral func- 


to the examination of our ſenſes, were 
it not too big and diſproportioned for 


We ſhould * 


parts of the creation. 
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anatomy, I ſhall here conſider the fa- 
bric and texture of the bodies of ani- 
mals in one particular view; which, in 
my opinion, ſhews the hand of a think 
ing and all-wiſe Being in their forma- 
tion, with the evidence of a thouſand 
demonſtrations. I think we may lay 
this down as an unconteſted principles 
that chance never acts in a perpetual 
uniformity. and conſiſtence with itſelf. 
It one ſhould always fling the fame 
number with ten thouſand dice, or ſee 
every throw juſt five times leſs, or five 
times more in number than the throw 
which immediately preceded it, who 
would not imagine there is ſome inviſi- 
ble power which directs the caſt * This 
is the proceeding which we find in the 
operations of nature. Every kind of 
animal is diverſified by different magni- 
tudes, each of which gives riſe to a dif- 
ferent ſpecies. Let a man trace the dog 
or lion kind, and he will obſerve how 
many of the works of nature are pub- 
liſhed, if I may ule the expreſſion, in a 
variety of editions. If we look inta the 
reptile world, or into thoſe different 
kinds of animals that fill the element of 
water, we meet with the ſame repetitions, 
among leveral ſpecies, that differ very 
little from one another, but in ſize and 


bulk. You find the ſame creature that 


is drawn at large, copied out in ſeveral 
proportions and ending in miniature. 
It would be tedious to produce inſtances 
of this regular conduct in Providence, 
as it would be ſuperfluous to thoſe who 
are verſed in the natural hiſtory of ani- 
mals. The magnificent harmony of 


the univerſe is ſuch that we may oblervs 


innumerable diviſions running upon the 


ſame ground. I might allo extend this 
| ſpeculation to the dead parts of nature, 


in which we may find matter diſpoſed 
into many ſimilar ſyſtems, as well in 


our ſurvey of ſtars and planets, as of 


ſtones, vegetables, and other ſublunary 
In a word, Pro- 
vidence has ſhewn the richnels of it's 
goodneſs and wiſdom, not only in the 
production of many original ſpecies, but 
in the multiplicity of deſcants, which it 
has made on every original ſpecies in 
particular. | 
But to purſue this thought fill far- 
ther: every living creature conſidered in 
itſelf, has many very complicated parts 
that are exact copies of ſome other parts 
which it poſſeſſes, and which are com- 


plicated in the fame manner. One eye 


6 would 
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would have been ſufficient for the ſub- 
ſiſtence and preſervation of an animal; 
but, in order to better his condition, 
we fee another placed with a mathema- 
tical exactneſs in the ſame moſt advan- 
tageous ſituation, and in eyery particu- 
lar of the fame ſize and texture, Is it 
poſſible for Chance to be thus delicate 
and uniform in her operations? Should 
a million of dice turn up twice together 
the ſame number, - the wonder would be 


nothing in compariſon with this. But 


- when we ſee this ſimilitude and reſem- 
blance in the arm, the hand, the fingers; 
when we ſec one half of the body entire- 
ly correſpond with the other in all thoſe 
minute ſtrokes, without which a man 
might have very well ſubſiſted; nay, 
when we often ſee a ſingle part repeated 
an hundred times in the ſame body, not- 
_ withſtanding it conſiſts of the moſt in- 
tricate weaving of numberleſs fibres, 
and theſe parts differing {till in magni- 


tude, as the conyenience of their parti- 


cular fituation requires ; ſure aman muſt 
haye a ſtrange caſt of underſtanding, 
who doeg not diſcoyer the finger of God 


in ſo wonderful a work. Theſe dupli- 
_ cates in thoſe parts of the body, with- 


out which a man might haye very well 
ſubſiſted, though not ſo well as with 
them, are a plain demonſtration of an 


all-wiſe Contriver ; as thoſe more nu- 


merous copyings which are found among 
the veſſels of the ſame body, are evident 
demonſtrations that they could not be 
the work of Chance. This argument 
receiyes additional ſtrength, if we apply 


- minute 


that an hun 
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it to every animal and inſe& within our 
knowledge, as well as to thoſe number. 
leſs tying creatures that are objects too 
minute for an human eye; and if we 
conſider how the ſeveral ſpecies in this 
whole world of life reſemble one ano. 
ther in very many particulars, ſo far as 
is convenient for their reſpective ſtates 
of exiſtence; it is much more probable 
dred million of dice ſhould 

e caſually thrown an hundred million 
of times in the ſame number, than that 
the body of any ſingle animal ſhould be 
produced by the fortuitous concourſe of 
matter. And that the like chance ſhould 
ariſe in innumerable inſtances, requires 


a a degree of credulity that is not under 


the direction of common ſenſe. We ma 


carry this conſideration yet farther, if 


we reflect on the two ſexes in every living 
ſpecies, with their reſemblances to cach 
other, and thoſe particular diſtinctions 
that were neceſſary for the keeping up of 
this great world of life. | | 

There are many more demonſtrations 
of a Supreme Being, and of his tran. 
ſcendent wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, 


in the formation of the body of a living 
creature, for which I refer my reader t 


other writings, particularly to the ſixth 


book of the poem entituled Creation, 


where the anatomy of the human body 
is deſcribed with great perſpicuity and 
elegance. I haye been particular on the 
thought which runs through this ſpecu- 
lation, becauſe I have not ſeen it enlarged 
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NUNQUAM ITA QUISQUAM BENE SUBDUCTA RATIONE AD VITAM FUlTy 


QUIN BES, X TAS, USUS, SEMPER ALIQUID APPORTET Nov1, 

ALIQUID MUNEAT; UT ILLA, QUE TE 5CIRE' CREDAS, NESCIAS 5 

TV QUE TIBI PYTARIS PRIMA, IN EXPERIUNDO UT REPUDIEsS, 
. YER. ALE ATI, "© a, 


TI. ADELPHe Ac r. v. sc. 4. 


KY WAN WAS EVER $0 COMPLETELY SKILLED IN THE CONDUCT or LIFE, 45 
" NOT TV RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION FROM AGE AND EXPERIENCE 1NS0- 
MUCH THAT WE FIND OURSELVES REALLY IGNORANT OF WHAT WE THOYGUT 
WE UNDERSTGOD,' AND SEE CAUSE TO REJECT WHAT WE FANCIED OUR 


TRUEST INTEREST» | 

FT HERE are, I think, ſentiments 
| in the following letter from m 
friend Captain Sentry, which diſcover 
a rational and equal frame of mind, as 
Well prepared for an advantageous as an 
unfortunate change of condition, 


COVERLEY - HALL, Nov. 15, won czs- 
| : TERRE. | 
* e 

Am come to the ſucceſſion of the 


L eſtate of my honoured kinſman bir 
Roger de Coverley; and I aſſure you : 


* 


r 

'. 

8 find it no eaſy talk to keep up the figure 

h of maſter of the fortune which was ſo 

n handſomely enjoyed by that honeſt plain 

* man. I cannot, with reſpect to the 

” | great obligations I have be it ſpoken, 

R | refle& upon his character, but I am con- 

5 frmed in the truth which I have; I 

ll Wl tink, heard ſpoken at the club; to wit, 

8 that a man of a warm and well-diſpoſed 

at bert with a very ſmall capacity, is high- 

ve ly ſuperior in human ſociety to him who 

of with the greateſt talents is cold and lan- 

Id guid in his affections. But, alas! Why 
do I make a difficulty in ſpeaking of 


my worthy aneeſtor's failings? His little 
| abſurdities and incapacity for the con- 
verſation of the politeſt men are dead 
with him, and his greater qualities are 
| even now uſeful to him. I know not 
| whether by naming thoſe diſabilities I 
do not enhance his merit, ſince he has 
left behind him a reputation in his coun- 
try, which would be worth the pains of 
| the wiſeſt man's whole life to arrive at. 
| By the way I muſt obſerve to you, that 
many of your readers have miſtook 
| that paſſage in your writings, wherein 
| Sir Roger is reported to have enquired 
| into the private character of the young 
| woman at the tavern. I know you men- 


| of the ſimplicity and innocence of his 
mind, which made him imagine it a very 
| ealy thing to reclaim one of thole crimi- 
nals, and not as an inclination in him 
| to be Suilty with her. The leſs diſcern- 
ing of your readers cannot enter into 
that delicacy of deſcription in the cha- 
| rafter: but indeed my chief buſineſs at 
| tlis time is to repreſent to you my pre- 
ſent Rate of mind, and the ſatisfaction I 
| promiſe to myſelf in the poſſeſſion of my 
dew fortune. I have continued all Sir 
I 7 ſervants _ ſuch as it was 


4˙ arelief to diſmiſs into little beings with- 
| m my manour; thoſe who are in a liſt 
505 of the good knight's own hand to be 
dn alen care of by me; I have quartered 
Fats upon ſuch as have taken new leaſes of 
$i me; and added ſo many advantages 
| during the lives of the perſons ſo quar- 
ers- bered, that it is the intereſt of thoſe. 
ot | whom they are joined with, to cheriſh 
ind befriend them upon all occaſions. 
the ag a conſiderable ſum of ready-mo- 
815 ey, which I am laying out among my, 
hs” | e at the common intereſt, but 
8nd ah a defign to lend it according to 


[ler merit, rather than according to 


{Kip ability. I ſhall lay a tax upon 
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| tioned that circumſtance as an inſtance 


adminiſter 
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ſuch as I have highly obliged, to be- 
come ſecurity to me for ſuch of their 
own poor youth, whether male or fe- 
male, as want help towards getting into 
ſome being in the world. I hope I 
ſhall be able to manage my affairs ſo, 
as to improve my fortune every year, 
by doing acts of kindneſs. I will lend 
my money tv the uſe of none but indi- 
gent men, ſecured by ſuch as have 
ceaſed to be indigent by the favour of 
my family or myſelf. What makes 
this the more practicable, is, that if they 
will do any one good witli my money, 
they are welcome to it upon their own 
ſecurity : and I make no exceptions a- 
gainſt it; becauſe the perſons who enter 
into the obligations, do it for their own. 
family. I have laid out four thouſand 
pounds this way, and. it is not to be 
imagined what a crowd of people are 
obliged by it. In caſes where Sir Ro- 
ger has recommended, I have lent mo= 
ney to put out children, with a clauſe 


which makes void the obligation, in 


caſe the infant dies before he is out of 


his apprenticeſhip ; by which means the 


kindred and maſters are extremely care- 
ful of breeding him to induſtry, that he 
may repay 4t himſelf by his labour, in 


three years journey-work after his time 


is out, for the uſe of his ſecurities. Op- 


portunities of this kind are all that have 
occurred ſince I came to my eſtate, but 
IT afſure you I will preſerve a conſtant 


diſpoſition to catch at all the occaſions I 
can to promote the good and happinels 


of my neighbourhood. 


But give me leave to lay before you a 
little eſtabliſhment which has grown out 
of my palt life, that, I doubt not, will 

ont ſatisfaction to me in 


that part of it; whatever that is, which 
is to come. 1 
There is a prejudice in favour of the 


way of life to which a man has been 


educated, which I know not whether it 
would not be faulty to oyercome : 1t is 


like a partiality to the intereſt of one's 


oon country before that of any other 


nation. It is from an habit of think- 
ing, grown upon me from my youth 
ſpent in arms, that I have ever held gen- 
tiemen; who have preſerved modeſty, 
ood- nature; juſtice, and humanity, in a 
;Idier's life, to he the moſt valuable 


and worthy perſons of the human race. 


To paſs through imminent er ſuf- 
fer painful watchings, frightful alarmsz 
and laborious marches, for the greater 
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a; 4 man's time, and paſs the reſt 
„ fobriety conformable to the rules of 
the moſt virtuous civil life, is a merit 
teo great to deſerve the treatment it 
aſually meets with among the other part 
of the world. But I aſſure you, Sir, 
were there not very many who have this 
worth, we could never have ſeen the 
glorious events which we have in our 
days. I need not ſay more to illuſtrate 
the character of a ſoldier, than to tell 
you he is the very contrary to him you 
obſerve loud, faucy, and over-bearing, 
in a red coat about town. But I was 
going to tell you, that in honour of the 
profeſſion of arms, I have ſet apart a 
certain ſum of money for a table for ſuch 
gentlemen as have ſerved their country 
in the army, and will pleaſe from time 
to time to ſojourn all, or any * of the 
year, at Coverley. Such of them as 
will do me that honour, ſhall find horſes, 
ſervants, and all things neceſſary for 
their accommodation, and enjoyment 
of all the conveniences or life in a plea- 
| fant various country. If Colonel Cam- 
perfelt be in town, and his abilities are 
not employed another way in the ſervice, 
| there is no man O would be more wel- 
come here. That gentleman's thorough 
| knowledge in his profeſſion, together 
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RUIN POTIUS PACEM XTIIXNAM PACTOSQUE HYMENAOS. 


EXERCE M USS 


LET US IN BONDS OF LASTING PEACE VNITE, 
AND CELEBRATE THE HYMENEAL AIT. 


4 Cannot but think the following letter 
I from the Emperor of China to the 
Pope of Rome, propoſing a coalition of 


the Chineſe and Roman churches, will 


be acceptable to the curious. I muſt 
_ eonfeſs I myſelf being of opinion, thut 
the Emperor has as much authority to 


be interpreter to him he pretends to ex- 


pound, as the Pope has to be a vicar of 
tie ſacred perſon he takes upon him to 


r-preſent, I was not a little pleaſed with 


their treaty of alliance, What progreſs 
tie negociation between his Majeity of 
Home and his Holineſs of China makes, 
a3 we daily writers ſay upon ſubjects 
here we are at a loſs, time will let us 
know. In the mean time, fince they 
agree in the fundamentals of power and 


like him to honour my abode; and 1 


tion I took in the paſlage I read yel. 


with the ſimplicity of his manners and 
goodneſs of his heart, would induce others 


ſhould be glad my acquaintance would 
take themſelves to be invited or not, az 
their characters have an affinity to his. 

I would have all my friends know, 
that they need not fear, though I am 
become a country gentleman, I wil! 
treſpaſs againſt their temperance and ſo- 
briety. No, Sir, I ſhall retain ſo much 
of the good ſentiments for the conduct 
of life, which we cultivated in each 
other at our club, as to contemn all in. 
ordinate pleaſures: but particularly re. 
member, with our beloved "Tully, that 
the delight in food conſiſts in deſire, not 
ſatiety. They who molt paſſionat:ly 
2 pleaſure, ſeldomeſt arrive at tt. 
Now I am writing to a philoſopher, | 
cannot forbear mentioning the {atisfic- 


terday in the fame Tully. A nobleman 
of Athens made a compliment to Plata 
the morning after he had ſupped at his 
houſe—* Your entertainments do not 
only pleaſe when you give them, but 
« allo the day after. I am, my worthy 
friend, your molt obedient humble (cr. 
vant, ; . 9 

5 WILLIAM SENTRY. 

* | 
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authority, and differ only in matters 0: 
faith, we may expect the matter will ge 
on without difficulty. 
COPIA DI LITTERA DEL. RE DELLA, 
CHINA AL PAPA, IN TERPRETAT: 
DAL PADRE SECRETARIO DELL 
INDIA DELLA COMPAGNA Ui 
GIESU., | | | 

4 | 3 
A VOI1 BENEDETTO SOPRA 1 BENT: 
DETTI PP, ED INTERPRETATO8? 
GRANDE DE PONTIFICI E PASTORY 
XMO, DISPENGATORE DELL?) oOCLI 
DE IRE D' EUROPA, CLEMENTE II. 
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alta quanto Ja ſpicca dritta 
verde, e la ſun groſſezza quanto un ma- 
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F altiffimi ſotto il ſole e la luna, che 
ſude nella ſede di ſmeraldo della China 
a ſopra cento ſcalini d' oro, ad interpre- 
tare la lingua di Dio a tutti i deſcendenti 
e; d'Abramo, che de la vita e la 

orte a cento quindici regni, ed a cento 
ſetkante iſole, ſcrive con la penna dello 
firuzzo vergine, e manda lure & ed ac- 
creſimento di vecchiezza. 

Eſſendo arrivato il tempo in cui il 
fiore della reale noſtro gioventu deve 
maturare i frutti della noſtra vectuezza, 
e confortare con quell' 1 deſiderii de 1 
populi noſtri divoti, e propagare il ſeme 
di quella pianta che deve proteg gerli, 
habbiamo ſtabilito d'accompagnarci con 
una virgine eccelſa ad amoroſa allattata 
alla mammella della leoneſſa forte e dell' 
agnella manſueta. Percio eſſendo ci ſtato 


figur ato ſempre il voſtro populo Europeo 


Romano per paeſe di donne invitte, i for- 
te, e caſte; allongiamo la noſtra mano po- 
tente, a ſtringere una di loro, e quettra 
fara una voſtro nipote, o nipote di qual- 
che altrograi Sacerdote Latino, che tia 
uardata dall* o:chio dritto di Dio, 


Lira ſeminata in lei Vautorita di Sara, la 
fedelta d*Either, e la lapienza di Abba; 
la vogliamo con Pocchio che guarda il 
eielo, e la terra, e con la bocca dello 
conchiglia che ſi paſce della ruggiada 
del matino. 


La ſua eta non paſſi du- 
cento corſi della Luna, la ſua ſtatura ſia 


del grano 


nipolo di grano ſecco. Noi la manda- 
remmo a veſtire per li noſtri Mandatici 
Ambaſciadori, e chi la conduranno a 
noi, e noi incontraremmo alla riva del 


fume grande tacendola talire fav noſtro 


cocchio. Ella potra adorare apreſſo di 


noi il ſuo Dio, con venti quatro altre a 
ſua ellezione, e potra cantar con loro 


come la tortora alla primavera. 
Sodisfando noi Padre a amico noſtro 


Jueſta noſtra brama, farete caggione di 
vnire in perpetua amicitia coteſti voitri 
regni d' Europa al noſtro dominante im- 


perio, e fi abbracciranno le nottri legꝝi 


come ['edere abbruccia la pianta, e noi 


medeſemi ſpargeremo del noſtro ſeme 
reale 1 in coteſte provincei, ritcaldando 
1 letti di voſtri Pri incipi con il fuoco am9- 


" rolo delle noltre Amazoni, d'alcune delle 
quali i noſtri Mandatici Ambalciadort 


ri porteranno le ſomiglianze depinte. 
V. Confirmiamo di tenere in pace le due 


buone religioſe famiglie delli Miſlionarii, 


: neri figlioli d Ignazio, e li bianchi 
vert achten di Deminieo, 11 cui con- 
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ſiglio degl' uni e degl' altri ci ſerve di 
ſcorta del noſtro regimento e di lume ad 
interpretare le divine legge come ap- 
puncto fa lume Poglio che ſi getta in 
mare. In tanto alxandoci dal noftrs 
trono per abbracciarvi, vi dichiariamo 
noſtro conguinto e confederatoy ed or- 
diniamo che queſto foglio ſia ſegnats' 
col noſtro ſegno imperiale della nottra 
citta, capo del. mondo, il quinto giorno 
della terza Lunatione, anno quarta del 


noſtro imperio. 


Sigillo e un ſole nelle c cui taccia e anche 
quella della Luna ed intorno tra 1 Raggt 
vi ſono trapoſte alcune Spada. 

Dico i! Traduttore che ſecondo il ce- 
remonial di queſto Lettere e recedentiſe 
ſumo ſpeclalmente feſſere ſeritto con la 
penna dello Struzzo virgine con la quelle 
non ſoglioſi ſcrivere quei Re che le pre- 
giere a "Dio, e Icrivendo a qualche altra 

a Principe det Mondo, la maggior Fi- 
nezza che uſino, e ſcriver gl con Ja penna 


del pavone. 


A LETTER FROM THE EMPEROR OF 
CHINA TO THE POPE, INTERPRE'T · 
ED BY A FATHER JESULT, SECRE*- 
TARY TO TUE INDIES. 


TO You RILESSED. ABOVE THE BLESSED, 
GREAT EMPEROR OF BISHOPS, AN 
PASTOR OF CHRISTIANS, DISPENSERS 
OF THE OIL OF THE KGS OF Ku- 
an CLEMENT XI. 


favourite friend of God Gio- 

oc tie Seventh, moſt powerfu! 
above the molt powerful of the earth, 
higheſt above the higheſt under the ſun 


and moon, who fits on a throne of emc- 


rald of China, above one hundred ſteps 
of gold, to interpret the language of 
(30d to the faithful, and who gives life 
and death to one knadied and fifteen 
kingdoms, and one hundred and ſeventy 


| iflands ; he writes with the quill of a 


virgin oftr ich, and {ends health and in- 
reals of old age. 


Being nd at the time of our ave 


in which the flower of our royal vouri: 


ought to ripen into fruit towards old 
age, to comfort therewith the deſire of 
our devoted people, and to propagate 
the ſeed of that plant which mutt pro— 
tect them; we have determined to ac- 
company ourlclves with an high ame 
rous virgin, luckled at the brealt of a 
wild lionels, and a meek lamb ; and 
imagining with ourle:ves that your Eu- 


ropean Roman prople is the tather of 


in: wy 
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many unconquerable and chaſte ladies; 
we Tete out our powerful arm to em- 
brace one of them, and ſhe ſhall be one 
of your nieces, or the niece of ſonie 
other great Latin prieſt, the darling of 
God's right-eye. Let the authority of 
Sarah be ſown in her, the fidelity of Eſt- 
her, and the wiſdom of Abba. We 
would have her eye like that of a dove, 
which may look upon heaven and earth, 
with the mouth of a ſhell-fiſh to feed 
upon the dew of the morning; her age 
muſt not exceed two hundred courſes of 
the moon ; let her ſtature be equal to 
that of an ear of green corn, and her 
girth a handful]. Ws 
We will ſend our Mandarines am- 
daſſadors to cloath her, and to conduct 


her to us, and we will meet her on the 


bank of the great river, making her to 
leap up into our chariot. She may with 
us worſhip her own God; together with 
twenty-four virgins of her own chuſing; 
and ſhe may ſing with them as the tur- 
tle in the ſpring. You, O father and 
friend, complying with this our deſire, 
may be an occafion of uniting in per- 


petual friendſhip our high empire with 


Your European kingdoms, and we may 
embrace your laws as the ivy embraces 
the tree; and we ourſelves may featter 
our royal blood into your provinces, 
warming the chief of your princes with 


the amorous fire of our Amazons, the 
reſembling pictures of ſome of Which 


our ſaid Mandarines ambaſſadors ſhall 
convey to you. 


We exhort you to keep in peace two 
good religious families of miſſionaries, 


the black ſons of Ignatius, and the white 
and black ſons of Dominicus; that the 
counſel, both of the one and the other, 
may ſerve as a guide to us in our go- 
vernment, and à light to interpret the 
divine law, as the oil caſt into the ſea 
produces light. | 
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To conclude, - we riſing up in our 
throne to embrace you, we declare you 
our ally and confederate; and have or- 
deted this leaf to be ſealed. with our 
imperial ſignet, in our royal city the 
head of the world; the eighth day of 
the third lunation, and the fourth yeat 


of our reign. . 


Letters from Rome fay, the whole 
converſation, both among Fe ker and 
ladies, has turned upon the ſubject of 


this epiſtle ever ſince it arrived. The 


Jeſuit who tranſlated it ſays; it loſes 
much of the majeſty of th. original in 
the Italian. It ſeems there was an offer 
of the ſame nature made by a prede- 
ceſſor of the preſent emperor to Lewis 
the Thirteenth of France, but no lady 
of that court would take the voyage, 
that ſex not being at that time ſo much 
uſed in politic negociations. The man- 
ner of treating the Pope is, according 
to the Chineſe ceremonial, very reſpect- 
ful! for the emperor writes to him with 


the quill of a virgin oftrich, which 


was never uſed before but in writing 
prayers. Inſtructions are preparing for 
the lady who ſhall have ſo much zeal as 
te undertake this pilgrimage, ' and be 


an empreſs for the ſake of her religion. 
The principal of the Indian miſſionaries 


has given in a lift of the reigning fing 
in China, in order to prepare indul- 
gences neceſſary to this lady and her re- 


tinue, in advancing the intereſts of the 


Roman Catholic religion in thoſe king- 


| TO THE SFECTATOR-GENERAL: 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURz 


I Have of late ſeen French hats of 2 | 


prodigious magnitude paſs by my 
obſervatorys TO In 
* Tp 
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IGNORE Te». 
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EVERY THING SHOULD BE FAIRLY TOLD, THAT THE BUYER MAY NOT BE 1G- 
F NORANT OF ANY THING WHICH THE SELLER KNOWS, 


TT gives me very great ſcandal to ob- 
A ſerve, wherever I go, how much (kill, 
In buying all manner of goods, there is 


neceſſary to defend yorirſelf from being 
cheated in whatever you ſee expoſed to 


ſale. My reading makes ſuch a ftrong 


| impreſſion 


r 


do not much reli 
players in this kind; but have the ſame 


dorrowed from others, and 


impreſſion upon me, that I ſhould think 
mylelf a cheat in my way, if I ſhould 
tranſlate any thing from another tongues 


and not acknowledge it to my readers. 


J underſtood from common report, that 


Mr. Cibber was introducing a French 


play upon our (tage, and thought my- 
ſelf concerned ta let the town know 
what was his, and what was foreign. 
When I came to the rehearſal, I found 
the houſe ſo partial to one of their own 
fraternity, that they gaye every thing 


| which was ſaid fuch grace, empha- 


fis, and force in their own action, that 


it was no eaſy matter to make any 


judgment of the performance. Mrs. 


Oldfield, who, it ſeems, is the heroic 


daughter, had ſo juſt a conception of 
her part, that her action made what ſhe 
poke appear decent, juſt, and noble, 
Nie paſſions of terror and compaſſion, 
they made me believe were very artfully 
raiſed, and the whole conduct of the 
play artful and fury img, We authors 

the endeayours of 


diſdain as phyſicians and lawyers have 


when attorneys and apothecaries give 
advice. Cibber himſelf took the liberty 
to tell me, that he expected I would do 
; him juſtice, and allow the play well 


prepared for his ſpectators, whatever it 
was for his readers. He added yery 
many particulars not uncurious con- 


cerning the manner of taking an au- 


dience, and laying wait not only for 
their ſuperficial applauſe, but alſo for 
inſinuating into their affections and paſ- 
ſions, by the artful management of the 
look, voice, and geſture of the ſpeaker. 
I could not but conſent that the heroic 


daughter ' appeared in the rehearſal a 


moving entertainment wrought out of a 

great and exemplary virtue. | 
The advantages of action, ſhow, and 

dreſs, on theſe occafions, are allowable, 


becauſe the merit confiſts in being ca- 


pable of impoſing upon us to our ad- 


| vantage and entertainment. All that I 


was going to ſay about the honeſty of 
an author in the ſale of his ware, was 
that he ought to own all that he had 
lay in a 
clear light all that he gives his ſpecta- 
tors for their money, with gn account 


of the firſt manufacturers. But I in- 


tended to give the lecture of this day 
upon the common and proſtituted be- 

aviour of traders in ordinary commerce. 
Thephiloſophers made it a rule of trade, 
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that your profit ought to be the common 


pro and it is unjuſt to make any ſtep 
owards gain, wherein the gain of even 
thoſe to whom you ſell is not alſo con- 
ſulted. A man may deceive himſelf if 
he thinks fit, but he is no better than a 
cheat who ſells any thing without telling 
the exceptions againſt it, as well as 
what is to be ſaid to it's advantage. 


The ſcandalous abuſe of language and 


hardening of conſcience, which may be 


obſerved every day in going from one 


place to another, is what makes a whole 
city to an unprejudiced eye a den of 


thieves. It was no ſmall pleaſure to 


me for this reaſon to remark, as I paſſed 


by Cornhill, that the ſhop of that wor- 


thy, honeſt, though lately unfortunate 
citizen, Mr. John Morton, ſo well 
known in the linen trade, is fitting u 

anew. Since a man has been in a diſ- 


treſſed condition, it ought to be a great 


ſatisfaction to have paſſed through it in 
ſuch a manner as not to have loſt the 


friendſhip of thoſe who ſuffered with 


him, but to receive an honourable ac- 
knowledgement of his honeſty from 


thoſe very perſons to whom the law had 


conſigned his eſtate. | 

The misfortune of this citizen is like 
to prove of a very general advantage to 
thoſe who ſhall deal with him hereafter: 


for the ſtock with which he now ſets up 


being the loan of his friends, he cannot 
expoſe that to the hazard of giving cre- 
dit, but enters into a ready-money trade, 
by which means he will both buy and 


ſell the beſt and cheapeſt. He im- 
poſes upon himſelf a rule of affixing the 
value of each piece he ſells to the piece 
itſelf; ſo that the moſt ignorant ſervant 


ox child will be as good a buyer at his 
ſhop as the moſt ſkilful in the trade. 


For all which, you have all his hones 


and fortune for your ſecurity. To 
encourage dealing after this way, there 


. 
” 


is not only the avoiding the molt infa- 
mous guz}t in ordinary bartering ; but 


this obſervation, that he who buys with 
ready-money, ſaves as much to his fa- 


mily as the tate exacts out of his land 
for the ſecurity and ſervice of his coun- 


try; that is to ſay, in plain Engliſh, 


ſixteen will do as much as twenty ſhil- 


Mx. SPECTATOR, 


| M* heart is ſo ſwelled with grateful 


ſentiments on account of ſome fa- 
yours which I have lately received, that 
e e I muſt 


4 2h Ps: ” > 
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I muſt beg leave to give them utterance 
amongſt the crowd ot other anonymous 
correſpondents; and writing, I hope, 
will be as great a relief to my forced 
Slence, as it is to your natural taci- 
rurnity. My generous benefactor will 


11 21 1 o 
not ſuffer me to ſpeak to bim in any 


terms of acknowledgement, but ever 


treats me as if he had the greateſt obli- 


cations, and uſes me with a diſtinction 
hat is not to be expected from one ſo 
much my ſaperior in fortune, years, and 
underſtanding. He inſinuates, as if I 


Had a certain right to his favours from 


tome merit, which his particular indul- 
gence to me has diſcovered ; but that is 
only a beautiful artiſice to leſſen the 


pain an honeſt mind feels in receiving 


abligations, when there is no probability 
of returning them. > 5M 
A pift is doubled when accompanicd 
with ſuch a delicacy of addreſs; but 
what to me gives it an inexpreſſible va- 
tue is it's coming from the man I moſt 
eſteem in the world. It pleaſes me in- 
deed, as it is an advantage and addition 
to my fortune; but when I conſider jt 


as an inſtance of that good man's friend- 
mip, it overjoys, it tranſports me; I 


ook on it with a lover's eye, and no 
Unger regard the gift, but the hand that, 


| gave it. For my friendſhip is ſo en- 
rely void of any gainful views, that it 


— 


often giyes me pain to think it ſhoul# 
have been chargeable. to him; and 1 
cannot at ſome melancholy hours help 
doing his generoſity the injury of fear- 
ing it ſhould cool on this account, and 
that the laſt favour might be a ſort of 
legacy of a departing friendſhip: 

Il contels theſe fears ſeem very ground- 


leſs and unjuſt, but you muſt forgive 


them to' the apprehenſion of one pol- 


ſeſſed of a great treafure, who is fright- 


ed at the moſt diſtant ſhadow of danger. 
Since T have thus far opened my heart 


to you, I will not conceal the ſecret ſa- 


tisfaftion I feel there of knowing the 
goodneſs of my friend will not he un- 
rewarded, J am pleaſed with thinking 
the providence_of the Almighty hath 


ſufficient bleſſings in (tore for him, and 
will certainly diſcharge the debt, though 


I am not made the happy inſtrument of 
doing-it. | 


However, nothing in my power ſhall 


be wanting to ſhew my gratitude; T will 
"make it the buſineſs of my life to thank 
him, and. ſhall' eſteem (next to him) 


1 5 TINS | | 
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#! VULNUS TIBI, MONSTRATA RADICE VEL MERBA, , 
NON FIERET LEVIUS, FUGERES RADICE VEL HERRA 


PROFICIENTE NIIIL CURARIER» 


Hog, Er. II. Ly He VER: 749 


$UPPOSE YOU HAD A WOUND, AND ONE HAD SHOW'D 

AN HERB WHICH YOU HAD APPLY'D, BUT FOUND NO GOOD}; 

ob YOU BE FORD OF THIS, INCREASE YOUR PAIN . 
AND USE THE FRUITLESS REMEDY AGAIN? © Carngh. 


TT is very difficult to praiſe a man 
without putting him out of cpunte- 


fance. My following corre{pondent 


has found out this uncommon art; and, 


together with his friends, has celebrated 


ſome of my ſpeculations after ſuch a con- 


cealed but diverting manner, that if any 
of my readers think I am to blame in 
publiſhing my own commendations, they 
il allow I ſhould have deſerved their 
«nie as much, had J ſuppreſſed the 
i mour Im, wich they are conveyed 
do me. - 


. „ | | 
Am often in a, private affembly of 
1 wits of both ſexes, where we gene- 
rally deſcant upon your ſpeculations, or 
upon the ſubjects on which you have 
treated, We were laſt Tueſday talking 
of thoſe two volumes which you have 
lately publiſhed. Some were comment- 
ing one of your papers, and ſome an- 
other; and there was ſcarce a ſingle 
perſon in the company that had not à 
favourite ſpeculation. Upon this a man 


of wit and learning told us, he thought 
X * it 
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&t would not be amiſs, if we paid the 
Spectator the ſame compliment that is 


often made in our public prints to Sir 


William Read, Doctor Grant, Mr. 
Moor the apothecary, and other emi- 
nent phyſicians, where it is uſual for 
the patients to publiſh the cures which 
have been made upon them, and the ſe- 


veral diſtempers under which they la- 


boured. The propotal took, and the 
lady where we viſited having the two 
laſt volumes in large paper interleayed 
for her own private uſe, ordered them 


to be brought down, and laid in the 


window, whither every one in the com- 
pany retired, and writ down a particular 
mvertiſement in the ſtile and phraſe of 


the like ingenious compoſitions which 


we frequently meet with at the end of 
our news- papers. When we had finiſh- 
ed our work, we read them with a great 


deal of mirth at the fire-fide, and agreed, 


vemine chntradicente, to get them tran- 
{cribed, and ſent to the Spectator. The 


gentleman who made the propolal enter- 


el the following advertiſement before 
the title- page, after which the reſt ſuc- 

1 0 . 
cceded in order. 


Remedium eſficax et nniwerſum; or, 
an effectual remedy adapted to all ca- 
pacities; ſhewing how any perſon may 
cure himſelf of ill- nature, pride, party- 
ſpleen, or any other diſtemper incident 
to the human ſyſtem, with an ealy way 
to know when the infection is upon him. 
This panacea is as innocent as bread, 
agreeable to the taſte, and requires no 
confinement, It has not it's equal in 
the univerſe, as abundance of the nobi- 
lity and gentry throughout the kingdom 
have experienced, 


N. B. 


No family ought to be witli- 


| Over the two SpeRatcrs on Jealouſy, 


being the two firlt in the third volume. 


I, WILLIAM CRAZ x, aged three- 


ſeore and ſeven, having been for ſeveral 
ears afflicted with uneaſy doubts, fears, 
aud yapours, occaſioned by the youth 
and beauty of Mary my wife, agen 
> twenty-five, do hereby, for the benefit 
of the public, give notice, that 1 have 
& found great reliet from the two follow- 
lng dotes, having taken them two morn» 
& 125 together with a dich of chocolate. 


Witnels my hand, &c. 
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For the benefit of che poor, 
Ix charity to ſuch as are troubled 


with the diſeaſe of levee-hunting, and 


are forced to ſeek their bread every 
morning at the chamber-doors of great 
men, I, A. B. do teſtiſy, that for many 
years paſt I laboured under this fahion- 
able diſtemper, but was cured of it by 
a remedy which I bought of Mrs. Bald. 
win, contained in a half. ſheet of paper, 
marked Ne CXCIil. where any one 
may be provided with the fame remedy 
at the price of a ſingle penny. 


Ax infallible cure for hypochondriae 
melancholy, Nꝰ CLXXIII. CLXXXIV. 
CXCI,.CCIHHCCLX;ECXXE CEXXXULT: 
CCXXKXV. CCXXXIX, CœXLV. cexLVII. 
CELL. | | | 

Probatum eft. CHARLES EAST. 

I., CuRTsTOPHER QUERY, having 
been troubled with a certain diſtemper 
in my tongue, which ſhewed itfelf i! 
irnpertinent and ſuperfluous interroga- 
tories, have not aſked one unneceſſary 
queſtion ſince my peruſal of the preſcrip. 
tion marked N? CCXXVL11, | 


Tu Britannic Beautiger, eing an 
Eſſay on Modelty, N? cc xxxI. which 


gives luch a delightful bluſhing colour 


to the checks of thoſe that are white or 
pale, that it is not to be diſtinguiſhed 


from a natural fine complexion, nor 


perceived to be artificial by the neare: 
friend: is nothing of paint, or in the 
It renders the face de- 
lightfully handfome; is not ſubject to 
be rubbed olf, and cannot be paralleled 
by either waſh, powder, coſmetic, Cc. 
It is certainly the beſt beautifier in the 
world. N 

 MaRTiaA GLOW-VWORMs 


I, SAMUEL SELF, of the pariſh of 


St. James's, having a conſtitution which 


naturally abounds with acids, made uſe 
of a paper of directions marked NY 
Cl. xXxxvII. recommending a healthful 
exerciſe called good-nature, and have 
found it a moſt excellent ſweetener of tlie 


blood. | 
 Warrtas I, Elizabeth Rainbow, 


was troubled with tant diſtemper in my 


head, which about 2 year ago was pretty 


epidemical among the ladies, aud dt 


covered itielf in the colour of cheir 
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hoods, having made uſe of the Doctor's 
Cephalic Tincture, which, he exhibited 
to the public in one of his laſt year's 
papers, I recovered in a very few days. 


I, GEORGE GLOOM, having for a 
long time been troubled with the ſpleen, 
and being adviſed by my friends to put 
myſelf into a courſe of Steele, did for 
that end make uſe of remedies conveyed 
to me ſeveral] mornings, in ſhort letters, 
from the hands of the inviſible doctor. 
They were marked at the bottom Na- 
© thanie] Henrooſt, Alice Threadneedle, 
© Rebecca Nettletop, Tom Loveleſs, 


* 


THE SPECTATOR. 


* Mary Meanwell, Thomas Smokey, 
© Anthony Freeman, Tom Meggot, 
© Ruſtic Sprightly,” &c. which have 
had ſo good an effect upon me, that ! 
now find myſelf chearful, lightſome, and 
eaſy; and therefore do recommend them 
to all ſuch as labour under the ſame dil. 


tem Per , 


Not having room to inſert all the ad. 
vertiſements which were {ent me, I hare 


only picked out ſome few from the third 
volume, reſerving the fourth for another 


opportunity. 


0 


No DXLVIIL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 


| — 7 NM SINNASCITUR, 0 T\MUs ILIE 


QUI MINIMIS URGE TURe 


Honk. Sar. . VER, 63, 


THERE'S NONE BUT HAS SOME FAULT; AND HE'S THE BEST, 


MOST VIRTVOUS HE, THAT'S SPOTTED WITH THE LEAST, 


NOV. 27, 1712. 


MR. SPECTATOR, _ 
Have read this day's paper with a 


great deal of pleaſure, and could 


ſend you an account of ſeveral elixirs 
and antidotes in your third volume, 
which your correſpondents have not 
taken notice of in their advertiſements 
and at the ſame time muſt own to you, 
that J have ſeldom ſeen a ſhop furnithed 


_ with ſuch a variety of medicaments, and 


in which there are fewer ſoporifics. The 
ſeveral vehicles you have invented for 
conveying your unacceptable iruths to 
us, are what I molt particularly admire, 
as I am afraid they are ſecrets which 
will die with you, I do not find that 

ny of your critical eſſays are taken no- 
tice of in this paper, notwithſtanding I 
look upon them to be excellent clcanters 
of the brain, and could venture to ſu- 


pericribe them with an advertiſement. 


which I have lately ſeen in one of our 


news- papers, wherein there is an account 
given of a ſovereign remedy for reſtoring. 


the taſte of all fuch perſons whoſe pa- 
lates have been vitiated by diſtempers, 


unwholeſforne food, or any the like occa- 


lions. But to let fail the alluGon, not- 
withltanding your criticiſms, and par- 
ticularly the candour which 'ycu have 
diicovered in them, are not the leaſt tak- 


ing part of your works, I find your 


— II SEL ar — 74 


8 
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opinion concerning poetical juſtice, az 
it is expreſſed in the firſt part of your 
fortieth Spectator, is controverted by 
ſome eminent critics; and as you now 
ſeem, to our great grief of heart, to be 
winding up your bottems, I hoped you 
would have enlarged a little upon that 
ſubject. It is indeed but a ſingle para- 
graph in your works, and I believe 


| thoſe who have read it with the ſame 


attention I have done, will think there 
is nothing to be objected againſt it, I 
have, however, drawn up ſome addi- 
tional arguments to ſtrengthen tlie opi- 
nion which you have there dclivered, 
having endeavoured to go to the bottom 
of that matter, which you may either 
publiſh or ſuppreſs as you think fit. 
Horace, in my motto, ſays, that all 
men are vicious, and that they diſter 
from one another, only as they are mot 
or leſs ſo. Boileau has given the fame 
account of our .wildom as Horace has 
of our virtue | | 


© Tons les bommes ſout fous, & ralgre tilt 
6 leurs ſoins, | 


We different entre eux, que du plus & cu 


© moins. 


* All men, ſays he, are fools, and in ſpite 
of their endeavours to the contrary, di- 
fer from one another only as they de 

© more or leſs ſo. 
Two 
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Too or three of the old Greek poets 
have given the ſame turn to a ſentence 
the happineſs of man in 


15 Civ aNUT ws; dg £540 EUTUYOUG 


That man is moſt happy who is the leaſt 


It will not perhaps be unentertaining 
bo the polite reader to obſerve how theſe 
three beautiful ſentences are formed 
upon different ſubjects by the fame way 
of thinking; but I ſhall return to the 
firſt of them. | 

Our goodneſs being of a comparative, 
and not an abſolute nature, there 1s none 
who in ſtrictneſs can be called a virtuous 
man. Every one has in him a natural 
alloy, though one may be fuller of droſs 
than another : for this reaſon I cannot 
think it right to introduce a perfect or 
a faultleſs man upon the ſtage; not only 
becauſe ſuch a character is improper to 
move compaſſion, but becauſe there is 
no ſuch thing in nature. 
probably be one reaſon why the Specta- 
tor in one of his papers took notice of 
that late invented term called Poetical 
Jultice, and the wrong notions into. 
which it has led ſome tragic- writers. 
The moſt perfe c man has vices enough 
to draw down puniſhments upon his 
head, and to juſtify Providence in re- 
gard to any mileries that may befal him. 
For this reaſon I cannot think, but that 
the inſtruction and moral are much finer, 
where a man who is virtuous in the 
main of his character falls into diſtreſs, 
and ſinks under the blows of fortune at 
the end of a tragedy, tian when he is 
rezrelented as happy and triumphant. 
duch an example corrects the inſolence 
or human nature, ſoftens the mind of 
the beholder with fentiments of pity and 
compaſſion, comforts him under his own 
private affliction, and teaches him not 
to judge of men's virtues by their ſuc. 
I cannot think of one real hero 
in all antiquity fo far raiſed above hu- 
man infirinitics, that he might not be 
very naturally repreſented in a tragedy 
as plunged in misfortunes and calami- 
ties. The poet may ſtill find out ſome 
prevailing paſſion or indiſeretion in his 
character, and hw it in ſuch a manner 
as will ſufficiently acquit the gods of 
any injuſtice in his ſu 

race obſerves in my text, the beſt 
man is faulty, though not in ſo great a 


rings. 


This might 


! 


degree as thoſe whom we generally call 
Vicious men. | 


If ſuch a ſtrict Poetical Juſtice, as 


ſome gentlemen inſiſt upon, was to be 


obſerved in this art, there is no manner 


of reaſon why it ſhould not extend to 
heroic poetry as well as tragedy. But 
we find it ſo little obſerved in Homer, 
that his Achilles 1s placed in the greateſt 
point of glory and ſucceſs, though his 
character is morally vicious, and only 
poctically good, if I may uſe the phraſe 


of our modern critics. The £neid is 


filled with innocent, unhappy perſons, 
Nifus and Euryalus, Lauſus and Pallas, 


come all to unfortunate ends. The 


poet takes notice, in particular, that in 
the ſacking of Troy, Ripheus fell, wha 
was the moſt juſt man among tlie Tro- 
jans. 
——Cadit et Ripheus juſtiſſimus unus, 
Qui. fuit in Teueris, et ſervantiſſimus & gui: 
Diis aliter viſum t 
ee EN. 11. VER. 427. 
And that Pantheus could neither be pre- 
ſerved by his tranſcendent piety, nor by 
the holy fillets of Apollo, whole prieſt 
he was. | | 
ec te tua plurima, Panther, 
Labentem f ietas, nec Apollinis infula texit. 

FOE AN. II. v. 429. 


1 might here mention the practice of 


ancient tragic poets, both Greek and 


Latin; but as this particular is touched 


upon in the paper above-mentioned, I 
ſhall paſs it over in filence. I could 
produce paſſages out of Ariſtotle in fa- 
vour of my opinion; and if in one place 
he ſays that an abſolutely virtuous man 
ſhould not be repreſented as unhappy, 


this does not juſtify any one wie ſhall 


think fit to bring in an abſolutely vir- 
tuous man upon the ſtage. Thoſe W 
are acquainted with that author's wiy of 
writing, know very well, that to take 
the whole extent of his ſubject into his 
diviſions of it, he often makes uſe of 
ſuch caſes as are imaginary, and not 
reducible to practice: he himſelf declares 
that ſuch tragedies as ended unhappliy 
bore away the prize in theatrical con- 
tentions, from thote which ended hap- 
pily; and for the fortieth ſpcouintions 
which I am now conſidering, as it has 
given reaſons Why thele are more api to 
pi-aſe an audience, ſo it only pioves 
that theſe are generally preferable to the 
other, though at the fame time it athrins 
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that many excellent tragedies have and 


may be written in both kinds. 

I ſhall conclude with obſerving, that 
though the SpeGator above-mentianed 
is ſo far againſt the rule of poetical 
juſtice, as to afſirm that good men may 
meet with an unhappy cataſtrophe in 


tragedy, it does not ſay that ill men 


may go off unpuniſhed. The reaſon 


No DXLXI, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 


AMIS DIGRESSU VETERIS 
LAUDO T AM E N NX 


Tho? GRIEV'D AT THE DEPARTURE OF MY FRIEND, 


. 1 * 


HIS PURPOSE OF RETIRING I 


Believe moſt people begin the world 
with a reſolution to withdraw from 

it into a ſerious kind of ſolitude or re- 
tirement, when they have made them- 
ſelves eaſy in it. Our unhappineſs is, 
that we Ad out ſome excuſe or other 
for deferring ſuch our good reſolutions 
until our intended retreat is cut off by 
death. But among all kinds of people 
there are none who are ſo hard to part 
with the world, as thoſe who are grown 


old in the heaping up of riches. Their 


ninds are ſo warped with their conſtant 
attention to gain, that it is very difficult 
for them to give their ſouls another bent, 
and convert them towards thoſe objects, 
which, though they are proper for every 
ſtage of lite, are ſo more eſpecially for 
the laſt. Horace deſcribes an old uſurer 
as ſo charmed with the pleaſures of a 
country lite, that in order to make a 
purchaſe he called in all his money; but 


_ What was the event of it? Why, in a 


very few days after he put it out again. 
I am engaged in this ſeries of thought 
by a dilcourſe which I had laſt week 
with my worthy friend Sir Andrew 
F:ceport, a man of ſo much natural elo- 
quence, good ſenſe, and probity of 
mind, that I always hear him with a 
particular pleaſure. As we were fitting 
ogether, being the ſole remaining mem- 
Lo of our club, Sir Andrew gave me 
an account of the many buly ſcenes of 
life in which he had been engaged, and 
at the ſame time reckoned up to me 
abundance of thoſe jucky hits, which 
at another time he would have called 
pieces of good fortune; but in the tem- 
per of mind he was then, he tei med 
them mercies, fayours of Providence, 


THE SPECTATOR. 


for this diſtinction is very plain, name. 
ly, becauſe the beſt of men are vicious 
enough to juſtify Providence for any 
misfortunes and afflictions which may 
befal them, but there are many men ſo 
criminal that they can have no claim or 
pretence to happineſs. The beſt of 

men may deſerve puniſhment, but the 
worſt of men cannot deſerve happineſs. 


nr oo 
Jo v. Sar. 111. VER. 1. 


couuENp. 


and bleſſings upon an honeſt induſtry, 
© Now? ſays he, © you mult know, my 
good friend, I am ſo uſed to conſider 
* myſelf as creditor and debtor, that I 
© often ſtate my accounts after the ſame 
© manner with regard to Heaven and my 
© own ſoul. In this caſe, when I look 
upon the debtor-ſide, I find ſuch in- 
£ numerable articles, that J want arith- 
© metick to caſt them up; but when I 
© look upon the creditor-hde, I find 
little more than blank paper. Now 
© though I am very well ſatisfied that 
« 1t is not in- my power to balance ac- 
c 


% 


counts with my Maker, I am reſoly.d 
however to turn all my future endea- 
vours that way. Vou muſt not there- 
fore be ſurpriſed, my friend, if you 
hear that I am betaking myſelf to 2 
© more thoughtful kind of life, and if 
I meet you no more in this place.? 
J could not but approve to good a 
reſolution, notwithſtanding the Joſs I 
ſhould ſuffer by it. Sir Andrew has 
ſince explained himſelf to me more at 
large in the following letter, which is 
juſt come to my hands. | 


c 


' GOOD MRe SPECTATOR, 

A] Otwithſtanding my friends at the 
club have always rallied me, when 
I have talked of retiring from buſinels, 
and repeated to me one of my own ſay- 
ings—* That a merchant has never 
© enough until he has got a little more; 
I can now inform you, that there is one 
in the world who thinks he has enough, 
and is determined to paſs the remainder 
of his life in the enjoyment of what he 
has. You know me ſo well, that I nec! 
not tell you, I mean, by the enjoyment 
| o it 
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of my poſſeſſions, the making of them 
uſeful to the public. As the greateſt 
part of my eſtate has been hitherto of 
an unſteady and volatile nature, either 
toſt upon {eas or fluctuating in funds; 
it is now fixed and ſettled in ſubſtantial 
acres and tenements. J have removed 
it from the uncertainty of ſtocks, winds, 
and waves, and diſpoſed of it in a con- 
ſiderable purchaſe, This will give me 
great opportunity of being charitable in 
my way, that is, in ſetting my poor 
neighbours to wark, and giying them a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence out of their own 
induſtry. My gardens, my fiſh-ponds, 
my 0 5 and paſture grounds, ſhall be 
my ſeveral hoſpitals, or rather work - 
houſes, in which I propoſe to maintain 
a great many indigent perſons, who are 
now ſtarving in my neighbourhood. I 
have got a fine ſpread of improveable 
lands, and in my own thoughts am al- 
ready plowing up ſome of them, fencing 
others, planting woods, and draining 
marſhes. In fine, as I haye my ſhare 
in the ſurface of this iſland, I am re- 
ſolved to make it as beautiful a ſpot as 
any in her majeſty's dominions; at leaſt 
there is not an inch of it which ſhall not 
be cultivated to the beſt advantage, and 
do it's utmoſt for it's owner. As in 
my mercantile employment I to diſpoſed 
of my affairs, that from whatever cor- 
ner of the compaſs the wind blew, it 
was bringing home one or other of my 


ſaips; I hope, as a huſbandman, to 


contrive it ſo, that not a ſhower of rain, 


or a glimpſe of ſunſhine, ſhail fall upon 
| my eſtate without bettering ſome part 


of it, and contributing to the products 


hitherto my opinion of life, that it is 
thrown away when it is not ſome way 


uſeful to others. But when I am riding 


You know it has been 
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out by myſelf, in the freſh air on the 
open heath that lies by my houſe, I find 
ſeveral other thoughts growing up in 
me. I am now of opinion, that a man 
of my age may find buſineſs enough on 


himſelf, by ſetting his mind in order, 


preparing it for another world, and re- 
conciling it to the thoughts of death. 
I muſt therefore acquaint you, that be- 


ſides thoſe uſual methods of charity, of 


which I have before ſpoken, I am at 
this very inſtant finding out a conve- 
nient place where I may build an alms- 
houſe, which I intend to endow very 
handſomely for a dozen ſuperannuated 
huſbandmen. It will be a great plea- 
ſure to me to ſay my prayers twice a 
day with men of my own years, who 
all of them, as well as myſelf, may 

ave their thoughts taken up how they 


ſhall die, rather than how they ſhall live. 


J remember an excellent ſaying that 1 
learned at ſchool" Finis coronat opus.“ 


You know beſt whether it be in Virgil 


or in Horace, it is my bulineis to appiy 


it. If your affairs will permit you to 


take the country air with me ſometimes, 
you ſhall find an apartment fitted up for 
you, and ſhall be every day entertained 
with beet or mutton of my own feeding; 
fiſh out of my own ponds and fruit out 
of my own gardens. You ſhall have frbe 


egreſs and regreſs about my houſe, with- 


out having any queſtions aſked you; 
and in a word, ſuch a hearty welcome 
as you may expect from your moſt ſin- 
cere friend and humble ſervant, _ 

| ANDREW FREEPORTs 


The club, of which I am a member, 
being entirely diſperſed, I ſhall conſult 
my reader next week upon a proſpect 


relating to the inſtitution of a new one. 


0 


Ne DL. MONDAY, DECEMBER x, 


QUID DIGNUM TANT9 FERET HIC PROMI5SOR HIATVU ? 


Hon. Ars PoE r. VER. 138. 


IN WHAT WILL ALL THIS OSTENTATION END? 


VINCE the late diſſolution of the 
club, whereof I have often declared 
myſelf a member, there are very many 
perſons who by letters, petitions, and 
recommendations, put up for the next 
klection. At the {ame time I muſt com- 


Ros cou Mo. 


plain, that ſeveral indirect and under- 


hand practices have been made uſe of 


upon this occaſion. A certain country 
gentleman began to tap upon the firſt 
intimation he received of Sir Roger's 
deaths when he ſent me up word, that 


if 
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if I would get him choſen in the place 


of the deceaſed, he would preſent me 


with a barrel of the beſt October I had 
ever drank in my life. The ladies are 
in great pain to know whom I intend to 
ele& in the room of Will Honeycomb. 
Some of them indeed are of opinion that 
Mr. Honeycomb did not take ſufficient 
care of their intereſt in the club, and 
are therefore defirous of having in it 


_ hereafter a repreſentative of their own 


ſex. A citizen, who ſubſcribes himſelf 


F. Z. tells me that he has one and 


can never mention but with a particular 


twenty ſhares in the African company, 
and offers to bribe me with the odd one 
in caſe he may ſucceed Sir Andrew Free- 
port, which he thinks would raiſe the 
credit of that fund. I have ſeveral let- 
ters dated from Jenny Man's, by gen- 
tlemen who are candidates for Cap- 
tain Sentry's place; and as many from 
a coffee-houſe in St. Paul's Church- 
yard of ſuch who would fill up the va- 


cancy occaſioned by the death of my. 


worthy friend the clergyman, whom I 


reſpect. 1 

Having maturely weighed theſe ſeve- 
ral particulars, with the many remon- 
ſtrances that have been made to me on 


this ſubject, and conſidering how invi- 


dious an office I ſhall take upon me if I 
make the whole election depend upon 


my lingle voice, and being unwilling to 


expoſe myſelf to thoſe clamours, which 
on ſuch an occafion will not fail to be 
raiſed againſt me for partiality, injuſtice, 
corruption, and other qualities which 
my nature abhors, I have formed to my- 
{elf the project of a club as follows. 


I have thought of iſſuing out writs to 
all and every of the clubs that are eſta- 


bliſhed in the cities of London and 


_ Weſtminſter, requiring them to chooſe 


out of their reſpective bodies a perſon of 


the greateit merit, and to return his 
name to me before Lady-day, at which 
time I intend to fit upon buſineſs. 

By this means I have reaſon to hope, 
that the club over which I ſhall prefide 
will be the very flower and quinteſſence 
of all other clubs. I have communi- 
cated this my project to none but a par- 
ticular friend of mine, whom I have ce- 
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the mouth of a cardinal. 


lebrated twice or thrice for his happinef; 
in that kind of wit which is commonly 
known by the name of a pun. The on] 

objection he makes to it is, that I ſhall 
raiſe up enemies to myſelf if I act with 
ſo regal an air; and that my detractors, 
inſtead of giving me the uſual title of 


Spectator, will be apt to call me the 
King of Clubs. 


But to proceed on my intended pro- 
Jet : it is very well known that I at firſt 
ſet forth in this work with the tharaGter 
of a ſilent man; and I think I have ſo 
well preſerved my taciturnity, that I do 
not remember to have violated it with 
three ſentences in the ſpace of almoit 
two years. As a monolyllable is my 
delight, I have made very few excur- 
ſions in the converſations which I have 
related, beyond a Yes or a No. By this 
means my readers have loft many good 
things which I have had in my heart, 


though I did not care for uttering them. 


Now, in order to diverſify my cha- 
racter, and to mew the world how well 
J can talk if I have a mind, I have 
thoughts of being very loquacious in 


the club which I now have under con- 


ſideration. But that I may proceed the 


more regularly in this affair, I delivn, 


upon the firſt meeting of the ſaid club, 
to have my mouth opened in form; in- 
tending to regulate myſelf in this paiti- 
cular by a certain ritual which I have 
by me, that contains all the ceremonies 
which are practiſed at the opening of 
J have likes» 
wiſe examined the forms which were 
uſcd of old by Pythagoras, when any 
of his ſcholars, after an apprenticeſhip 
of ſilence, was made free of his ſpœcch. 
In the mean time, as I have of late 


found my name in foreign gazettes upon 


leſs occaſions, I queſtion not but in their 
next articles from Great Britain, they 
will inform the world, that the Specta- 
tor's mouth is to be opened on the 
twenty-fifth of March next. I may 
perhaps publiſh a very uſeful paper at 
that time of the proceedings in that ſo- 
lemnity, and cf the perſons who fue! 
aſſiſt at lt. But of this more ane 
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Ne DLI. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2. 


SIC HONOR ET NOMEM DIVINIS VATIBUS ATQUE 


Hor, Ars POET, VER. 400, 


£0 ANCIENT IS THE PEDIGREE OF VERSE, 


AND $0 DIVINE A POET'S FUNCTIONe 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 

HEN men of worthy and ex- 
celling geniuſes have obliged 
the world with beautiful and inſtructive 
writings, it is in the nature of gratitude 
that praiſe ſhould be returned them, as 
one proper conſequent reward of their 
performances, Nor has mankind ever 
been ſo degenerately ſunk, but they 
have made this return, and even when 
they have not been wrought up by the 
generous endeavour fo as to receive the 
advantages deſigned by it. This praile, 
which ariſes firſt in the month of parti- 
cular perſons, ſpreads and laſts accords 
ing to the merit of authors; and when 
it thus meets with a full ſucceſs, changes 
it's denomination, and is called Fame. 
They who have happily arrived at this, 


are, even while they live, inflamed by 


the acknowledgments of others, and 
ſpurred on to new undertakings for the 


benefit of mankind, notwithſtanding the 


detraction which ſome abject temper 
would caſt upon them: but when they 
deceaſe, their characters being freed 
from the ſhadow which envy laid then 
under,. begin to ſhine out with greater 
ſplendor z their ſpirits ſurvive in their 
works; they are admitted into the high- 
eſt company, and they continue plealing 
and inttructing | poſterity from age to 
ave. Some of the beſt gain a character, 
by being able to ſhew that they are no 
rangers to them; and others obtain a 
new warinth to labour for the happineſs 
and eaſe of mankind, from a reflection 
upon thole honours which are paid to 
their memories. | 1 
The thought of this took me up as I 
turned over thoſe epigrams which are 
the remains of Gyeral of the wits of 
Greece, and perceived many dedicated 


to the fame of thoſe who had ec lled in 


beautiful poetic performances. Where- 
fore in purſuance to my thought, I con- 
cluded to do ſomething along with them 
to bring their praiſes into a new tht 
and language, for the encouragement of 
thoſe whole modeſt tempers may be de- 


Roscommon, 


terred hy the fear of envy or detraction 


from fair attempts, to which their parts 


might render them equal, You will 
perceive them as they follow to be con- 
ceived in the form of epitaphs, a ſort 


of writing which is wholly ſet apart foe 


a ſhort · pointed methog of praiſe, 


ON ORPHEUS, WRITTEN BY ANTI. 


PATER. 


No longer, Orpheus, ſhall thy ſacred ſtrains 

Lead ſtones, and trees, and beaſts, along tha 
plains; | | 5 

No longer ſoothe the boiſterous winds to ſleep, 

Or ſtill the billows of the raging deep: 

For thou art gone, the muſes mourn'd thy fall 

In ſole mn ſtrains, thy mother moſt of all. 

Ve mortals, -1d!7 for your ſons ye moan, 

If thus a goddets could not fave her own, 


Obſerve here, that if we take the fa- 
ble for granted, as it was believed to be 


point with reſpect to our preſent know- 
3 it will be leſs eſteemed; though 
the author himſelf, becauſe he beliey;d 
it, may ſtill be more valued than any one 


who ſhould now write with a point of 


the fame nature. | 


ON HOMER, BY ALPUEUS OF ux Ti- 
LEN E-. 

Still in our ears Andromache complains, 

And ſtill in tight the fata of Troy remains; 


Still Ajax fights, ſtill He or's dragg'd alon; 
J — 7 py — — 35 
Such ſtrange inchantment dwells in Homer's 


„ 0 | 
Whoſe birth could more than one poor realm 
adorns = | 
For all the world is proud that hie was born. 


The thought in the firſt part of this is 
natural, and depending upon the force 
of poeſy: in the latter part it looks as if 
it would aun at the hiſtory of {even 
towns contending for the honour of Ho- 
mer's pirch-place; but when you expect 
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to meet with that common ſtory, the 
poet ſlides by, and raiſes the whole 
world for a kind of arbiter which is to 
end the contention among it's ſeveral 
parts. 


ON ANACREON, BY ANTIPATER. 


This tomb be thine, Anacreon ! all around 
Let ivy wreath, let flowrets deck the ground, 
And from it's earth, enrich'd with ſuch a prize, 
Let wells of milk and ſtreams of wine ariſe; 
So will thine aſhes yet a pleaſure know, 

If any pleaſure reach the ſhades below. 


The poet here written upon, 1s an 
ealy gay author, and he who writes up- 
on him has filled bs own head with the 
character of his ſubject. He ſeems to 
Jove his theme ſo much, that he thinks 
of nothing but pleaſing him as if he 
were {till alive, by entering into his li- 
bertine ſpirit; ſo that the humour is eaſy 
and gay, reſembling Anacreon in it's 
air, raiſed by ſuch images, and pointed 
with ſuch a turn as he might have uſed. 
1 gave it a place here, becauſe the author 
may have deſigned it for his honour; 
and I take an opportunity from it to ad- 


vile others; that when they would praiſe, 


they cautiouſly avoid every looſer qua- 


lificatien, and fix only where there is a 


rcal foundation in merit. 


ON EURIPIDES, BY ION. 


Divine Euripides, this tomb we ſee 


So fair, is not a monument for thee, 
So much as thou for it, ſince all will own 
Thy name and laſting praiſe adorns the ſtone, 


The thought here is fine, but it's 


fault is, that it is general, that it may 
belong to any great man, becauſe it 
points out no particular character. It 
would be better, if when we light upon 
ſuch a turn, we join it with ſomething 
that circumſcribes and bounds it to the 
qualities of our ſubject. Te who gives 
his praiſe in gruls, will often appear 
either to have been a ſtranger to thoſe he 
writes upon, or not to have found any 
thing in them which 1s praiſe-worthy. 


ON SOPHOCLES, BY SIMONIDES. 


Winde, gentle ever-green, to form a qhade 

Around the tomb where Sophocles is laid 

Sweet lv, winde thy bouglis, and intertwine 

With bluſiing roſes and the cluſt'ring ving: 

Thus will thy laſting leaves, with beauties 
hung, ey . 

Prove grateful emblems of the lays he ſung 


of the words of the original as 


THE SPECTATOR; 


Whoſe ſoul, exalted like a god of wit, 
Among the Muſes and the Graces writs 


This epigramT have opened more than 
any one of the former: the thought to- 
wards the latter end ſeemed cloſer couch. 
ed, ſo as to require an explication. I 
fancied the poet aimed at the picture 
which 1s generally made of Apollo and 
the Muſes, he fitting with his harp in 
the middle, and they around him. This 
looked beautiful to my thought; and 
becauſe the image aroſe before me out 
I. was 
reading it, I ventured to explain them ſo. 


A 


ON MENANDER, THE AUTHOR UM. 


The very bees, O ſweet Menander, hung 


To taſte the Muſes ſpring upon thy tongue: 
The very Graces made the ſcenes you writ 
Their happy point of ſine expreſſion hit. 
Thus ſtill you live, you make your Athens 
| ſhine, > 
And raiſe it's glory to the ſkies in thine, 


This epigram has a reſpect to the cha- 
racter of it's ſubject ; for Menander writ 
remarkably with a juſtneſs and purity 
of language. It has alſo told the coun- 
try he was born in, without either a ſet 


or a hidden manner, while it twiſts to- 
gether the glory of the poet and his na- 

tion, fo as to make the nation depend 

upon his for an increaſe, of it's own. 


I will offer no more inltances at pre- | 


ſent to ſhew that they who deſerve praiſe 
have it returned them from different 


ages. Let theſe which have been laid 
down, thew men that envy will not al- 
ways prevail. And to the end that 
writers may more ſucceſsfully enliven 


the endeavours of one another, let them 


conſider, in ſome ſuch manner as I have 
atterffpted, what may be the juſteſt ſpirit 
and art of praiſe, It is indeed very hard 
to come up to it. Our praile is trifling 
when it depends upon fable; it is falie 
when it depends upon wrong qualifica- 
tions; it means nothing when it is ge— 
neral; it is extremely difficult to hit 
when we propoſe to raiſe characters high, 
while we keep to them juſtly. I ſhall 


end this with tranſcribing that excellent 


_epitaph cf Mr, Cowley, wherein, wit 


a kind of grave and philoſophic humour, 


he very beautifully ſpeaks of himſelf 
(withlrawn from the world, and dead 


to all the intereſts of it) as of a man 
really deceaſed. At the ſame tune it 13 
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an inſtruction how to leave the publick For fince *cis certain thine thoſe poems are, 


with a good grace. 


EPITAPHIUM VIVI AUCTORIS, 
HI, 0 diator, ſub lare parwutls 


Couleius Hic eſt conditus, hic jacet 
Defun&us human} laboris 
Sorte  ſupervacudque vita : 
Non indecord pauperie nitens, 
on non inerti nobilis otio, 
Vanoque dilectis popello 
Diwvitis aninicſus beſtise. 
Pofjis ut lum dicere mortuumy 
En terra fam nunc quantula illicit! 
Exempta fit cu. is, Viator, 
Terra fit illa le. vie, Precare. 
Hic Jpar ge floresz |; garge brewes raſas, 
Nam vita gaudct wortua WrIous, 
Heroiſque odoratis corona 
Vatis adhuc cinerem calentem, 
TEE LIVING AUTHOR'S FPITAPH, 
RO life's ſuperfluous cares enlarg'd, 
His debt of human toll diſcharg'd, 
Tere Cowley lies, beneath this ſhed, 
To every worldly intereſt dead: 
With decent poverty content: 
His hours of caſe not idly ſpent: 
To fortunes goods a ioe profers'd, 
And hating Wealth by all care ſo'd. 
'Tis ſure he's dead; for, lo! how ſmall 
A 12 of earth is now his all! 
Ou! with that earth raay J. 'gutly lay, 
And ev'ry care be far away! 
Bring flow*:s, the ſhort-!1v'd roles bring, 
To lite deceas'd As oirering | 
And iweets : round the poet ſtrow, 
Witt yer Wich lite nis alk! 8 gh: 0 


The publica tion of theſe criticiſms 
h nving procured mne the following letter 


not torbear inerting it in the volume, 
bare 7e a Place in N of my Ungle papers, 


Mg. SPECTATOR, 


ins read over in your paper, 
"DLI, {ome of the epig rams made 


by the ; Gracia wits, in COnmEent ation 


I ot their celebrated poets, I could not for- 


1 bear fendif he g you another, out of the ſame 
Lecllection; Which J take to be as great 


XN 


* et been paid him. 


Who firſt tranſcrib'd 10 2 famous Trojan war, 
And wife Ulyſfes 
known: 7 


from a very ingenious gentleman, I can- 


though it did not cnn toon enough to 


a complimen t to Homer, as any that has 


aA, O juve, make 


No more let Homer boaſt they are his own. 


If you think it worthy of a pk ee in 
your ſpeculations, for aught I knows 
by that means, it may in time be printed 
as often in Engliſh, as it has alread ay 
been in Greek. I am, like the reſt of 
the world, Sir, your great admirer, 
4th Dec. Crs: Ie 


The reader may obſerve th at the beau- 
ty of this epi gram is different from that 
of any of the toregoing. An ony iS 
looked upon as the fineſt palliative of 
praiſe; and very often conveys the no- 
leit papegyric under the apps Lrance of 
latire. Homer 1s here 2 eemingl acculed 
and treated aS 4 pla 8 iary ; b. Thy Wat 18 


jp Y, 
drawn up in the form of an accuit:tion is 
certainly as my correlpon- ent o eber 
the greatelt compin nent that could have 


been aid to that divine poet. 


DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, | 

I Am a gentleman of a pretty good 
| 9 and of a tem per im patient 
of any thing which I thirk an ini; iy 


however, I aiways guarreiled accor: ling 
to law, and inſtead of: ftac<ing my 5 


verſary by the dans $erous nec ot 


ſword and pilto, I was e my atlluults by 
that morg lecure one 15 writ or warrant. 
I cannot help telling you, that either by 
the juſtice oi my cauſes, or the ſuperl- 


i 
ority of my counſel, I have been Soy 


| ou *- - * 
— 


rally ticcetstul; and to my great 42tis 


faction can fay ii it, that by taree actions 
of tlander, and half a dozen treſyn ſos, 
1 h: Ve for le vera! years enjc * | x PCI 


ect tranquility in my reputation and 

eltate, By thele meaus allo L hare been 
5 0 K non to the judges; the {erjcants 
of our Circuit are my intimate friends, 
and the ona! nental counſel pay a very 
proioun reſpect to on: who has made 
ſo great a Goure | in the law.  Afﬀius of 
CIMNIEGUENCE "havi ns brought me to frown, 
I had the curiot ity the other day to vitit 
Woſtminſter Hall; and baving placed 
myſelf in one of the courts, expetted to 


be mot agreeably enterta:ned, After 


the court. and countel were, with due 
ceremony, ſcated, up ſtands a learned 
gentleman, and began— When this 
6 matter Was lat ſtirred before Vour 
© loriſhip z', the next humbly moved to 
quaſh an mdictmen! ; another coinplain- 
ed that his adverſury1 had tn; apped a judg- 
ment; the next informed the court that 

6 Y lis 
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his client was ſtripped of his poſſeſſion; 
another begged leave to acquaint his 
lordſhip they bac: been ſaddled with coſts. 
At laſt up got a grave ſerjeant, and told 
us his client had been hung up a whole 
term by a writ or error. At this I could 
bear it no longer, but came hither, and 
reſolved to apply myſelt to your honour 
to interpoſe with thele gentlemen, that 
they would leuve off tuch low and un- 
natural expreſſions: for ſurely though 
the lawyers ſubicribe to hideous French 
and falſe Latin, yet they ſhould let their 


Ne DLII. 
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clients have a little decent and proper 

Englith for their money. What man 
that has a value for a good name would 
like to have it faid in a publick court, 
that Mr. Such-a-one was * ſtripped, 
« ſaddied,/ or hung up?“ This being 
what hay. eſcaped your ſpectatorial oh. 
ſer vation, be pleaſed to correct ſuch an 
illiberal cant among profeſſed ſpeakers, 
and you will infinitely oblige your hum 


ble ſervant, PHILONICUs, 


JOE'S COFFEF- - HOUSE 
Nov. 23, 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2. 


QUI PREGRAVAT ARTES 


CATER SE POSITAS, EXTINCTUS AMABITUR ID EM. 


HoR. PP. 1. Ls» 2. VER, Jo. 


FOR 'THOSE ARE HATED THAT:EXCEL THE n 
AL TEKOU GH, WHEN DEAD, THEY ARE BE Lov' D AND BLEST. 


8 I was tumbiing about the town 

I. the of ther day in a hackney-coach, 
and dehghiir 5 ny elf with baty ſcenes 
in the ſhops of cach tide of me, it came 
into wy trad, with no {mall remoſfc, 
that i had not been lrequent Eno 
the mention and recommendation of the 
induſtrious part of mankind. It 2 
naturally; upon 
my conicience in particnlar, that I had 
not acquitted myſelf to my friend Mr, 
Peter N That induſtrious man 
Of trade, and former! y brother of the 
quill, 4p d-dicated to me a poem upon 
Kea, 
buſineis, if J did not let the world know 
that the avihor of o good vertes writ 
them before be was concerned in traffic. 
In order to expiate my negligence to- 
wards him, I immediately reſolved to 
make him a vifit. I found his [Pacious 
Warchoules filled and adorned with tra, 
China and Indian ware. 
ſerve a beantiiul ordonnance of the 
Whole; and ſuch different and confider- 
able branches or trade carried on, in the 
{ame hei le, x exulted in ſceing diſpoſed 
by a poctical head. 
expoled to View fills of various mades 
and colours, rich brocades, and the 
vealthielt pro- ducts of foreign looms, 
Jere you might {te the finett laces held 
up by the tairelt hands; and there ex- 
. by the beauteous eyes of the 
buvers, - the moſt delicate cambrics, 
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It wewd injure him, as a man of 


could cb- 


In one place were 
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muſlins, and linens. I could not but 
congratulate my friend on the humble, 
but, IH UDC beneficial ute he had made 
of his talents, and withed 1 could be a 
patron to his trade, as he had been 
pleaſed to make me of his poetry. Phe 
honeit man has, I know, that moueit 
deſtre of gain which is peculiar to (tro © 
who underitand better things than riches; 
ea I dare ſay he wou! 4 be con! nta 

ith much leſs than what is called weatth 
at that quarter of the town which he in- 
habits 8, and will oblige all his cuftomers 
with demands agrecable to the modera- 
tion of his de ſires. 

Among other omiſſions of hich 1 
have alſo been guilty, with relation to 


men of indutiry of a ſuperior order, 1 


mutt acknowleage my ſilence towards 4 
propotal frequently incloſed to me by 
Mr. Renatus TURIN organ— builder. 


The ambition of this artificer is to trect 


an organ in St. Paul's cathedr al, over 
the wet. door, at the entrance into the 
body of the church, which in art and 
magnificence ſhall tranſcend any WOK 
Kind ever beiore ee 
The propotal, in peripicuous jangunge, 
ſets forth tne honour and nter duch 
a performance would be to the Bri! iſt 
name, as well as that it would app!y 
the power of ſounds, in a manner moe 
amazinoly forcible than, perhaps, 313 
vet been known, and J am ſire to 3 


end much more worthy. Had the yall 
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ſums which Fe been laid out upon 
operas without ſkill or conduct, and to 
no other purpoſe but to ſuſpend or vi- 
tiate our underſtandings, been dilpoſed 
this way, we ſhunid now per haps have had 
an engine {0 formed as to ſtrike the minds 
of half the people at once in a place of 
worſhip with a torgettulneſs of preſent 
care and calamity, and a hope of endlets 
rapture, joy, and h. allelujah hereafter. 
When I am doing this juſtice, I am 
not to forget the belt mechanic of ny 
acquaintance, that 9 lervant to ſci- 
ence and knowledge, Mr. John Rowley; 
bort 5 hag I iay a 3 obligation on 
the ablic by ac: juzinting them with his 


2 A for a pair of new globes. 


After his preamble, he promites in the 
{aid propotals tha ats 


In the Celeſtial Globe, 
Care ſhall be taken that the fixed ſtars 
be placed according to the true longitude 
aid latitude, from the many and correct 
5 real 8s of Hevelius, Caſſini, Mr. 
Fiainſead, reg. aſtronomer, Dr. Halley, 


Savilian profeſſor of geometry in Oxon; 
1 


and from wiate ver ele can be procured 


to render the globe more exact, initruc- 

L hat all the conſtellations be drawn 
in a curious, new, and particular man- 
ner; each ſtar in o juſt, di ſtinct, and 
c nſpicuous a proportion, that it's mag- 
nitude may be readily known by bare 
i{pettion, according to the different 
light and ſizes of the ſtars. That the 
track or way of ſuch comets as have 
been well oblerved, but not hitherto ex- 
pretted in any globe, be en deli- 


neated 1 in this. 


In the Terreſtria! Globe, 


That by reaſon the deſcriptions for- 


merly made, both in the Engliſh and 
Dutch great globe, are erroneous, Aſia, 
Atrica, and. America, be drawn iu a 
manner wholly new ; by which means 


it is to be noted that the undertakers 


wiil be obliged to alter the latitude of 
ſome places in 10 degrees, the longitude 
of others in 20 degrees; beſides which 
great and nc ceſſary alterations, there 
are many remarkable count! ies, C cities, 
towns, rivers, an lakes, omitted in 
other globes, inſerted here according to 
the bel diſcoveries made by our late na- 


vigators. 
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Laſtly, that the courſe of the 
trade-winds, the monſoons, and other 
winds per lodlically ſnifting between the 
tropics, be viſibly expreſſed, 

Now im regard that this under taking 
is of ſo univerſ :| uſe, as the advance 
ment of the molt neceſſary parts of the 
matnematics, as weil as tending to the 
Honour of the Britiſh nations and that 
the charge of carrying it on is Very ex- 
penſive; it is defred that all gentlemen, 
who are willing to promote to great a 
work, will be planted to ſubſcribe on the 
following conditions. | 

1. Th: undertakers engage to furniſh 
each ſubſcriber with a celeſtial and ter- 
retrial globe, each of thirty inches dia- 
meter, in all reſpects curioufly adorned, 
the ſtars gilded, the capital cities plainly 


| diſtinguiſhed, the frames, meridians, ho- 


rizons, hour- circles and indexes, fo ex- 
actly finiſhed up, and accurately divided, 
that a pair of theſe globes will really ap- 


pear, in the judgment of any difintereſted 


and intelligent perlon, worth fifteen 
pounds d than will be demanded for 
them by the undertakers. 1 

11. Vhotoever will be pleaſed to ſub- 
cries and pay twenty- five pounds F 


the manner following tor a pair ct thee 


globes, either for their own uſe, or to 
pret- nt them to any college in the uni- 
verſities, or any | ublic library or ſchools, 
mall have his coat of arms, e title, 
teat, or place of reſidence, &c. interted 
in ſome convenient-place of the globe. 
III. That every {nblcriber doat firſt pay 
down the lam of ten pounds, and fifteen 
pounds more upon the delivery of each 
pair of globes perfectly fitted up. And 
that the ſaid globes be delivered within 


twelve months,” after the nuinber of 


thirty ſubſcribers be compleated; and 
that the ſubſcribers be Caged with & globes 
in the order in which they! fabſeribed. 


IV. That a pair of thcſe globes ſhall 


not hereafter be fold to any perſon but. 
the ſubſcribers under thirty pounds. 


v. That if there be not thirty ſub- 
ſcribers within four months, after the 
firſt of December, 1712, the money paid 
ſhall be returned on demand by Mr, 


John Warner, goldimith, near Temple 


Bar, who ſhall receive and pay the {fame 
according to the aboye- mentioned ar- 


ticles - 


. 
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NEC LUSISSE PUDET, SED NON INCIDERE LU Du. 


— 


Honk. EP. xiv. Lo 1. VER. 36. 


ONCE TO BE WILD, 18 NO SUCH FOUL pisc RAA; 


RYU * 


6 3 HE projet which I publiſhed on 
Monday laſt has brought me in 
ſeveral packets of &tters. A \mong the 
reſt I have rece ived on je from a certain 
projector, wherein after having repreſent- 
ed, that im al] erden the folemmity of 
opening my mouth will draw together a 
great confiuence of be Holders, he pro- 
poles to me the hiring of Stationers Hall 
for the more co wenient exhibiting of 
that public ceremony. He undertakes 
to be at the charge of it himſelf, pro- 
vided he may have the erecting 8 gal- 
leries on every ſide, and the letting of 
them out upon that occaſion. I have a 
letter allo from a boosteller, petitioning 
me ina very humble manner, that he may 
have the printing of the fpeech which I 
ſhall make to the aſſembly upon the firſt 
opening of my mouth. I am informed 
from all parts, that there are great can- 
voſlings in the {everal clubs about town, 


upon the chuſing of a proper p*rion to 


fit with me on thoſe arduous afſuirs to 
which I have ſammonéd them. Three 
clubs have already proceeded to election, 
whereof one has made a double return. 
If I tind that my enemies ſhall take ad- 
vantage of my hlence to begin hoſtilities 
upon me, or It any other exigency of 
affairs may ſo require, fince I ſee elec- 
tions in to great a for, as nets, we may 
poſſibly mect before the day appointed 3 
or if matters go on to my ſatisfaction, I 


may perhaps put off the meeting to a 


further day: 

ſtha!! be given. 
In the mean time, I muſt cn that 
Jam not a little £1 ratified and obliged 
by that concern which appears in this 
gre! city upon my preſent de lien ofJay- 
ing down. this Paper. It 1 is ikewiſe with 
. ſat is Aion, that I find ſome of 
tue 11101 it outly! Ng Par LS | of (43; 2 Kl POM 
alarined upon this occali = HAVING Te- 
Ceived letters to expoltulate with me 
about it from 1 


but of this public notice 


7 
11 
1 
1 


ſpeculations have met with a very 


veral of my readers of 
the remoteſt boroughs of Great Britain. 


IS SO STILL TO RUN THE FRANTIC RACE; 


Cx EEC. 


Among theſe I am very well pleaſed with 

a letter dated from Berwick upan'T'w«c 1, 
wherein my correſpondent compares the 
office, which I have for {ome time exe- 
cuted in theſe reaims, to the weeding of 
a great garden; which, ſays he, it is 
not tufficient to weed once for ail, and 
atterwards to give over, but that the 
work muſt be continued d laily, or the 
ſame ſpots of ground which are clegred 
for a while, will in a little time be over- 
run as much as ever. Another gentle. 
man iays before me ſeveral enormitics 
that are already {prouting „ and which 
he believes will diſcover Weniſelves 3 im 
their growth immediately after my dil. 
appearance. There is no doubt,” lays 
he, but the ladies heads will ſhoot up 
as ſoon as they know they are no 
longer under the Spectator's eye; and 
I have alres dy ſeen ſuch monſtrous 
© broad-brimmed hats under the arms 
of foreigners, that I queſtion not but. 
c 
c 
[4 


1. 


they will overſhadow the iſland within 

a month or LOO after the dropping "of 

your paper.“ But among all the ict- 
ters which are come to my hands, there 
is none ſo handſomely written as the 
following one, which 1 am the mare 
pleaſed with as it is tent me from gen- 
tlemen who belong to a body which 1 
ſhall always honour, and where, I cau— 
not ſpeak it without a ſecret pride, my - 
kind 
rece; It is uſual for poets, upon 
the puhliſhing of their works, to print, 
before them ſuch copies of verſes as have 
been made in their praiſe. Not that 
you mult imagme they are pleaſed with 


tion. 


their own commendations, but be cauic 


the elegant compoſitions of their {riend3 
ſhould not be loſt, I muſt make the 
{awe apology for the publication of the 
enſuing letter, in which I have ſuppreſt 
ed no part of thote praiſcs that arc 15 n 
2 ſpeculations with too lavich 1 
od-natured a hand; though my co: 
Alpen can witnets for nie, t a at 
other 
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Arms 


ing ot 
1e let- 
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henkons with Mr. 


e 


ether times I have generally blotted out 
thole parts in the letters which I have 
received from them. O 


OXFORD, NOV, 25. 


MRe SPECTATOR, 


TN ſpite of your mvincible ſilence you 
L have found ont a method of being the 
molt agreeable companion in the Wok ; 
that kind of converſation which you 
hold with 1 Wen yas 1 good 75 


men of kalte Ty ehrI ng 1 5 never 
olfenſive to thoſe of } nurry and bufinets. 


Vu are never heard, but at what Ho- 


race calls dextro tempore, and have the 
h. pine! $ to obterve the politic rule, 
which the ſame ditcerning author gave 
his friend, when he enjoined him to de- 


ver Eis 1 to Aug uſtus 


| & valiguss | leetus erit, i denique Pd ſcet. 


; EP. xXxIII. L. I. VER. 3. 


— When vexing cares are fled, 


When well, when merry, when he aſks to read. 


CREECRH. 


Vou never begin to talk, but when peo- 
ple are defirous to hear von; and I dery 
any one to be out of humour until you 
leave off. 
reflections foreign to tlie original de- 


ſign of this pale! Which was to let 


you know, that ſome unteigned ad- 
mirers of Br inimitable papers, who 
could, without any ſtattery, greet you 


with the ſalutation uſed to the caſtern 


monarchs, viz. O 5 8 live for ever!“ 
have lately been under the ſame appre 


Philo-Spec 5 that the 
haſte you have made to diipatch your 
beſt friends Pence no long duration 
to your own {hort viſage. We could 
not, indeed, find any jall grounds for 
complaint in the method you took to 
difolve that venerable body: no, the 
world was not worthy of your Divine. 


1228 


Will Honeycomp could not, with any 
hngle any longer. It 


reputation, live 
was high time for the Teluplar to tuen 
himſelf to Coke: and Sir Roger's dying 
was the wiſelt thing he ever did in his 
ite. It was, however, matter of great 
grief to pr to think that we were in 


danger of loſing fo elegant and valuable 


never come togecher without 


7 18 1 
But I am led unawares into n other club whatever, nat excepung 


» . 4 WY / > 4 * 
locisty, with reipect to Mr. 
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an entertainment. And we could not, 
without ſorrow, reflect that we were 
likely to have nothing to interrupt our 
ſips in the mor ning, and to tuipend our 
coffee in mid- air, between our 1; ps and 
right- ear, but the ordinary traſh of news- 
papers. We relolved, therefore, not 
to part with you ſo. But ſince, to make 

ule of your own alluſion, the cherries 
began now to croud the market, and 
their ſeaton was ahmoſt over, we conſulted 
our future enjoyments, and endeavoured 
to make the exquilite } ay that de- 
licious fruit gave our tale as! laſting as 
we could, and by ERR them protract 
their tay beyond it's natural date. We 
own that thus the y have not a flavour 
equal to that of their juicy blo om; but 
yet, under this difadvantage, they pique 
the palate, and become the ſaver better 
than any other fruit at 


s fir t ApP Car * 
ance. 


'To peak plain, there are 2 num- 
ber of us who have begun your works 


| afreſh, and racet two nie oh tin the week 
in order to gwe vou a re Ne Fg Ve 


Grin 
your health, an. | as ſeldom part without 


general 5 rell nons of tE 4} Th S$ 10 YOU 702 
PUT nig! "vt 8 imp: QOVCI: en! „This 2: 
Ce ve 10 6 a NO! Euictui mitttutiont! AN 


2 


even that of Us, Faces. We have. ons 
manifeſt adyan tage over that renowned 


-” 


5 tam 
company. For though they y brags. 
that you ſometimes make yo x per 00 4 
appearance among them, 0 is impoi- 
ſole they ſhould ever cet a word from 
You, whereas You are wit us tlie re- 
verie of what Phredria would Lac his 

mifcrels be in- bis rival's company 
Preſent in your abſence.“ We make 
you talk as much and as long as Me 
e! and let me tell yo u, yOu le uns 
hold your tongue for the 


— 


Whole CVEntt 2 


1 promiſe mylelf you will look with an 
eye of favour upon a meeting whi 


ich | 


owes it's 01 iginal 10 a mutual emulation 


among it's members, Who thall ſhove 
the molt profound reſpect for your pa- 


per; not but we bave a very great value 


tor your perſon: and I date lay you 
can no Where find tour more finegte ad. 
mirers, and humble ſervants, than 


. „ . 


NY 
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m— TENTANDA VIA EST, QUA ME QUOQUE POSSIM 
TOLLERE HUMO, VICTORQUE VIRUM VOLITARE PER ORA. 


NEW WAYS I MUST ATTEMPT, MY GROVELING NAME 
TO RAISE me, AND WING MY FLIGHT TO. FAMEs 


Am obliged for the following eſlay, 
as well as for that which lays down 
the rules of Pully for pronunciation 


and action, to the ingenious author cf a 


poem juſt publithed, intituled, © An Ode 
to the Creator of the World, occa- 
© ſtoned by the Fragments of Orpheus,” 


] T is a remark made, as I remember, 
by a celebrated French author, that 


© No man ever puſhed his capacity fo 


© far as it was able to extend.“ Fſhall 
not inquire whether this affertion be 


ſtrictly true. It may fuince to ſay, that 


men of the greateſt application and ac- 
quirements can look back upon many 


vacant ſpaces, and neglected parts of 


time, which have flipp:d away from 
them unemploycd; and there is hardly 


any one conſidering perſon in the world, 


but is apt to fancy with himſelf, at ſome 
time or other, that if his life were to 
begin again, he could fill it up better. 


The mind is moſt provoked to caſt 


on itſelf this ingenuous reproach, when 


the examples of ſuch men are preſented 


to it, as have far outſhot the generality 


of their ſpecies i in learning, arts, or any 


valuable improvements. 

One of the moſt extenſive and im- 
proved geniuſes we have had any in- 
itance of in our own nation, or in any 
other, was that of Sir Francis Bacon, 
Lord Verulam. his great man, by 
an extraordinary force of nature; com- 
Ppils of thought, and indefatigahle ttudy, 
had amaſſed to himſelf ſuch ſtores of 
knowledge as we cannot look upon 
without amazement, His capacity ſeems 
to have graſped all that was revered in 
books before his time; and not latisfied 
with that, he began to ſteike out new 
tracks of ſcience, too many to be tra- 
velled over by any one man, in the 
compais of the longeſt life. Theſe, 
therefore, he could only mark down, 
like imperfect coaſtings in maps, or 


ſupnoſed points of land, to be further 


dit eee and e by the in- 
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duſtry of after-ages, who ſhould pro. 


they purſuzd ; 


V1RG, GEORG» 111. . 9. 


Da VY DEN. 


ceed upon his notices or conjectures. 
The excellent Mr. Boyle was the per- 
ſon who ſezms to have been defined by 
nature to ſucceed to the labours Abd | in- 
quirizs of that extraordinary genius [ 
have jult mentioned. By innum erable 
experiments he, in a great meaſure, 


filled up thoſe plans and outlines of 


ſcience, which his predeceſſor bad ſketch- 
ed out. His life was ſpent in the pur- 
{uit ot nature, through a great varicty 
of forms and changes, and in the mot: 


rational, as well as devout adoration ot 


it's Divine Author. 

It would be impoſſible to name many 
perſons who have extended their capa- 
cities as far as theſe two, in the ſtudies 
but my learned readers, 
on this occalion, will naturally turn 
their thonghts to a third, who is yet 


living, and is likewiſe the glory of on 


own nation. The improvements which 
others had made in natural and mathe- 
matical knowledge have fo vaſtly in- 

creaied in his hands, as to afford at 
once a wonderful inſtance how great 
the capacity is of a human foul, and 
how inexhauitible the ſubject of it's in- 
quiries; ſo true is that remark in Holy 
Writ, that Though a wiſe man ſeek 
© to find out the works of God from the 
beginning to the end, yet ſhall he not 


be able ts do it.? 


I cannot help mentioning here one 
character more, of a different kind indeed 
from theſe, yet ſuch a one as may ſerve to 
ſhew the wonderful force of nature and 


of application, and is the molt fingular 


inſtance of an univerſal genius I have 
ever met with. The perſon I mean is 
Leonardo da Vinci, an Italian painter, 
deſcended from a noble family in Tul- 
cany, about the beginning of the {x- 
teenth century. In his prof: mon of 
hiſtory-painting he was {+ great a ma— 
ſter, that ſome have affirmed he excelled 
all who went before him. It is certain 


that he railcd the cnvy « of Michae! An- 
gelo, 
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gelo, who was his contemporary, and 
that from the ſtudy of his works Ra- 
phael himſelf learned his beſt manner 
of deſigning. He was a maſter too in 
ſculpture and architecture, and ſkilful 
in anatomy, mathematics, and mecha- 
nics. The aquedu&t from the river 
Adda to Milan, is mentioned as a work 
of his contrivance. He had learned 
ſeveral: languages, and was acquainted 
with the ſtudies of hiſtory, philoſophy, 
poetry, and muſic. Though it is not 
neceſſary to my preſent purpoſe, I can- 
not but take notice, that all who have 


writ of him mention likewiſe his per- 


fection of body. The inſtances ot his 
ſtrength are. almoſt incredible. He is 
deſcribed to have been of a well- formed 
perlon, and maſter of all genteel exer- 


ciſes. And laſtly, we are told that his 


moral qualities were agreeable to his 


natural and intellectual endowments, 


and that he was of an honeſt and gene- 


rous mind, adorned with great {weetneſs 


of manners. I might break off the 


account of him here, but I imagine it 


will be an entertainment to the curioſity 


of my readers, to find fo remarkable a 


character diſtinguiſhed by as remark- 
able a circumſtance at his death. The 
fame of his works having gained him 


an univerſal eftewm, he was invited te 


the court of France, where, alter ſome 
time, he fell ſick ; and Francis the Firit 


coming to ſee him, he raiſed himſelf in 


his bed to acknowledge the honour 
which was done him by that vitt. The 
king embraced him, and Leonardo 
fainting at the ſame inſtant, expire in 
the arms of that great monarch. 

It is impoſſible to attend to ſuch in- 
ſtances as theſe, without being raiſed 
into a contemplation on the wonderful 
nature of an human mind, which 1s 
capable of ſuch progreſſions in know- 
ledge, and can contain ſuch a variety 
of ideas without perplexity or confuſion. 


How reaſonable is it from hence to infer 
it's divine original? And whilſt we find 
unthink ing matter endued with a na- 


tural power to laſt for ever, unleis an- 
nihilated by Omnipotence, how abſurd 
would it be to imagine, that a being io 


much ſuperior to it thould not have the 


lame privile ge? 


Ar the ſame time it is very ſurpriſing, 


when we remove our thoughts from 


ſuch inflances as I have mentioned, to 


conſider thoſe we ſo frequently meet 
with in the accounts of barbarous na- 


fortunes, or. courſe of life. 
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tions among the Indians; where we find 
numbers of people who ſcarce ſhew the 
firſt glimmerings of reaſon, and ſeem to 
have few ideas above thoſe of ſenſe and 
appetite. Theſe, methinks, appear like 
large wilds, or. vaſt uncultivated tracts 
of human nature; and when we com- 
pare them with men of the moſt exalted 
characters in arts and learning, we find 
it difficult to believe that they are crea- 
tures of the ſame ſpecies. | | 
Some are of opinion that the ſouls of 
men are all naturally equal, and that the 
great diſparity we 1o often obſerve 
ariſes from the different organization or 


ſtructure of the bodies to which they 
are united, 
this firſt diſparity, the next great dif- 
terence which we find between men in 


But whatever conſtitutes 


their ſeveral acquirements is owing to 
accidental differences in their education, 
The joul 
is a kind of rough diamond, which 
requires art, labour, and time to po- 
liſh it. For want of which, many a 
good natural genyus 1s loſt, or lies un- 
taſhioned, like a jewel in the mine. 

One of the ſtrongeſt incitements to 
excel in ſuch arts and accompiiſhments . 
as are in the higheſt efteem among men, 
is the natural paſſion which the mind cf 
man has for glory; which, though it 
may be faulty in the exceſs of it, ought 
by no means to be diſcouraged, Per- 
haps ſome moraliſts are too ſevere in 
beating down this principle, which ſeems 
to be a ſpring implanted by nature to 
give motion to all the latent powers of 
the ſoul, and is always obferved to exert 
itſelf with the greatcit force in the moſt 
generous diſpoſitions. The men whole- 
characters have ſnone the brighteſt among 


the ancient Romans, appear to hare 


been ttroogly animated by this paſſion. 
Cicero, whoſe learning and ſervices to 


his country are ſo weil known, was in- 


flamed by it to an extravagant degive, 
and warmly prefles Lucceius, who was 
compoſing a hiſtory of thoſe times, to 
be very particular and zealous in relat- 
ing the {tory of his ccnfullhip; and to 
execute it ſpeedily, that he might have 


the pleaſure of enjoying in his life-time 


fome part of the honour which he fore- 


ſaw would be paid to his memory. This 


was the ambition of a great mind; but 
he is faulty in the degree of it, and can- 
not relrain from ſolietiting the hiſtorian, 
upon this occaſion to negleét the rick 
laws of hiitory, and in praifing him, 
5 even 
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© even to exceed the hounds of truth.“ 
The younger Pliny appears to have had 
the ſame paſſion for fame, but accom- 
panied with greater chaſteneſs and mo- 
deſty. His ingenucus manner of own- 
ing it to a friend, who had prompted 
him to undertake ſome great work, is 
exquilitely beantiful, and raiſes him to 
a certain grandeur above the! imputation 
of vanity. 
that nothing employs 


my thoughts 


tuating my name; which in my opi- 
nion is a deſign worthy of a man, at 


© ® & «A 


Ne DLV. 


RESPUE QUID NON ES 


« I muſt confeſs,' ſays he, 


more than the defire I have of perpe- ly idle. 


leaſt of duch a one, who being con- 
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«© ſcious of no guile, is not afraid to be 
© remembered by poſterity .? 

I think I ought not to conclude, with. 
out intereſting all my readers in the ſil. 
ject of this diſcourſe : I ſhall therefore 


lay it down as a maxim, that though 
all are not capable of ſhining in learning 


or the politer arts; yet * every.one is 
capable of excelling in ſomething.' 


The ſoul has in this "retpeRt a certain 


vegetative power which cannot lie whol- 
If it is not laid out and cyl. 
tivated jnto a regular and beautitul 
garden, it will of itlelf ſhoot up in weeds 
or flowers of a wilder growth. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 


Przas. sar. IV. vr R. 51. 


LAY THE FICTITIOUS CHARACTER ASIDEe 


LL the members of the i imaginary 


ſociety which were deſcribed in 


my firſt papers, having diſappeared one 
after another, it is high tine for the 
Spectator himſelf to go off the ſtage, 
But, now I am to take my leave, I am 
under much greater anxiety than I have 
known for the work of any day ſince I 

undertook this province, It is much 
more difficult to converſe with the world 
in a real than a perſonated character. 
That might pais for humour in the 
Spectator, which would look like arro- 
gance in a writer who ſets his name to 
his work. The fictitious perſon might 
contemn thoſe who ditapproved bim, 
and extol his own performances, with- 
out giving offence. | He. might aſſume 
a mock-authority, without being looked 
upon as vain and conceited, The 
praiſes or cenſures of himſelf fall only 
upon the creature of his imagination; 


and if any one finds fault with him, the 


author may reply with the philofopher 
of old—* Thou doſt but beat the caſe 
© of Anaxarchus.* 


but addreſs myſelf to my readers in a 
more ſubmitive manner, and with a juſt 
gratitude, for the kind reception which 


they have given to theſe daily papers 


that have been publiſhed for almoſt the 
ſpace of two years 8 laſt pu ſt. | 


[ hope the apology I have mode as to 


the licence allownble to a feign: d cha- 
Matter, may excuſe any thing which Nas 
deen laid in thele ditcourtes of the Spec 


1 finiſhed the Tender Huſband, 


When I ſpeak in 
my own private ic 3 cannot 


tator and his works; but the Inputs: 
tion of the groſſeſt vanity would ſtill 

dwell upon me, if I did not give {ons 
account by what means J was enabled 


to keep up the ſpirit or to long and ap- 
All the papers 


proved a performance. 
marked with a C, an L, an I, or 155 O, 
that is to ſay, all the papers which [ 
have diſtinguihed by any letter in tlie 
name of the muſe CLIO, were given 
me by the gentleman of whoſe aflitance 
I formerly boaſted in the preface and 
conclud, ng leaf of my Tatlers. I am 
indeed much more proud of his long 
continued iriend{iip, than I ſhould bs 


of the fame of being thought the author. 
of any writings w hich he himſelf is ca. 


T remember. When 
1 told 


him there was nothing 1 fo ardently 


pable of pr oduci ng. 


withed, as that we might ſome time or 


other publiſh a work written by: as bi h, 


which ſhould bear the name of the lo- 


nument, in memory of our friendilip. 


[ heartily with what I have done here, 


was as honorary to that ſacred name, as 


15 arning, wit, and humanity, render 


thoſe pieces which I have taught the 
reader how to diftinguiſh for his. When 


the play above-mentioned was luſt ated, 


there were ſo many applauc ed ſtrokes in 


it which I had from ts lame hand, that 


T thought very me any of myſelf that [ 
have never public! iy accnowledged them. 
After I have put other friends! upon im- 


portuning hun to pobiich dr amai icy 18 


well as other wings ie e has by nu 1 


Ball 


Y 
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ſhall end what I think I am obliged to 
ſay on this head, by giving my reader 
this hint for the better judging of my 
productions, that the belt comment 
upon them would be an account when 
the patron to the Tender Huſband was 


in England, or abroad. 


The reader will alfo find ſome papers 
which are marked with the letter X, tor 
which he is obliged to the ingenious 
gentieman who diverted the town with 
the epilogue to the Diitrelled Mother. 
J might have owned thete teveral papers 
with the free conſent of theſe gentlemen, 
who did not write them with a delign 
of being known for the authors. But 
as a candid and fGincere behaviour ought 
to be preferred to all other conſidera- 
tions, 1 would not let my heart reproach 
me with the conſciouſneſs of having ac- 


quired a praiſe which is not my right, 


The other aſſiſtances which I have 
had, have been conveyed by letter, ſome- 
times by whole papers, and other time 
by ſhort hints from unknown hands. 
J have not been able to trace favours 
of this kind with any certainty, but to 
the following names, which J place in 
the order wherein I received the obliga- 
tion; though the firſt I am going to 
name can hardly be mentioned in a lift 
wherein he would not deſerve the pre- 
c:dence. The perſons to wiom I am 
to make theſe acknowledgments are, 
Mr. Henry Martin, Mr. Pope, Mr. 
Hughes, Mr. Carey of New, College in 
Oxford, Mr. Tickeil of Queen's in 
the fame univerſity, Mr. Partelle, and 


Mr. Euſden of Trinity in Cambridge. 


Thus, to ſpeak in the language of my 


late friend Sir Andrew Freeport, 1 have 


balanced my accounts wich all my cre- 
ditors for wit and learning. But as 


thete excellent pertormances would not. 


have ſeen the light without the means 
of this paper, I may ſtill arrogate to my- 
ſelf the merit of their being communi— 
cated to the public. . | 

I have nothing more to add, but hav- 
ing ſwelled this work to five hundred 


and fifty-five papers, they will be dif- 


poſed into ſeven volumes, four of which 
are already publiſhed, and. the three 
others in the prets. It will not be de- 


manded of me why I now le: ve off, 
though I mult own mytelf obliged to 
give an account to the town of my time 
hereafter ; ſince T retire when their par- 
tlality to me is ſo great, that an edition 
of the former volumes of Spectators of 
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above nine thouſand each book is al- 
ready ſold off, and the tax on each half- 
ſheet has brought into the Stamp- office, 
one week with another, above twent 
pounds a week ariſing from this fingle 
paper, notwithſtanding it at firſt reduced 
it to leſs than half the number that was 
uſually-printed before this tax was laid, 
I bhugibly beſcech the continuance of 
this inclination to favour what 1 may 


hereafter produce, and hope I have in 


my occurrences of life taſted fo deeply 
o pain and forrow, that I am proof 
agartt much more proſperous circum— 


ſtances than any advantages to which 


my own indultry can pothbly exalt me. 
I am, my good-natured reader, your 
moſt obedient, moſt obliged humble 
lervant, 5 | | 

RICHARD STEELE, 


Vos valete et Plaudite. TER. 


The following letter regards an in- 
genious {et of gentlemen, who have done 
me the honour to make me one of their 
ſociety. e 5 | 

| | pc. 4, 1712. 

MR. SPECTATOR, 1 
of painting, lately 
eltabliſhec in London, haying done 


you and themiclves the honour to chute 


you. one of their directors; that noble 
and lively art, which before was in- 
titled to your regard as a Spectator, has 
an additional ciaim to you, and you 
ſeem to be under a double obligation to 


take ſome care of her intereſts. 


The honour of our country is alſo 
concerned in the matter I am going to 
lay before you: we, and perhaps other 
nations as well as we, have a national 
falſe humility as well as a national vain 
glory; and though we boalt ourſclves 
to excel all the world in things wherein 
we are outdone abroad, in otner things 
we attribute to others aſuperiority which 
we ourtelves poſſeſs. "This is what is 
done, particularly in the art of portrait 
or tace-paintmg. _ __ 


Painting is an art of a vaſt extent, 
too great by much jor any mortal man 


to be in full poſſefihon of, in all it's paris; 
it is enough if any one tucceed in paint- 
ing faces, hittorv, battles, landſkips, ica- 
pieces, fruit, lowers, or drolls, N. 
Nay, no man ever was excellent in aul 
the branches, though many in number, 
of theſe ſeveral arts, for a diſtinct art I 
take upon me to call every one of thoſe 

ſeveral Kinds of painting. 1 
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And as one may be a good landſkip 
painter, but unable to paint a face or a 
hiſtory tolerably well, and ſo of the reſt; 
one nation may excel in fome kinds of 

ainting, and other kinds may thrive 
better in other climates, . 
Italy may have the preference of all 


other nations for hiſtory- painting; Hol- 
land for drolls, and a neat finiſhed man- 
ner of working; France for gay, janty, 


fluttering pictures; and England for 
rtraits: but to give the honour of 


every one of theſe kinds of painting to 
any one of thoſe nations on account of 
their excellence in any of theſe parts of 
it, is like adjudging the prize of heroic, 
dramatic, lyric, or burleſque poctry, to 


him who has done well in any one of 
meme; | £ 
Where there are the greateſt geniuſes, 


and moſt helps and encouragements, it 


is reaſonable to A an art will ar- 
rive to the greateſt perfection: by this 


rule let us conſider our own country 


with reſpe& to face-painting, No na- 
tion in the world delights ſo. much in 


haying their own, or friends, or rela- 


tions pictures; whether from their na- 


tional good- nature, or having a love to 


painting, and not being encouraged in 


the great article of religious pictures, 


which the purity of our worſhip refules 


the free uſe of, or from whatever other 


cauſe, Our helps are not inferior to 
thoſe of any other people, but rather 


they are greater; for what the antique 


ſtatues and bas-reliefs which Italy en- 
joys are tothehiſtory-painters, the beau - 
tiful and noble faces with which Eng- 
land is confeſſed to abound, are to face- 
painters ; and beſides we have the great- 


eſt number of the works. of the beſt 


maſters in that kind of any people, not 
without a competent number of thoſe 


of the moſt excellent in every other part 
of painting. And for encouragement, 


the wealth an! generoſity of the Engliſh 
nation affords that in ſuch a degree, as 
artiſts have no reaſon to complain, 
And accordingly in fact, face-paint- 
ing is no where ſo well performed as in 


England: I know not whether it has 
lain in your way to obſerve it, but I have, 


Gray's Inn. 
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and pretend to be a tolerable judge. I 
have ſeen what 1s done abroad, and can 
aſſure you, that the honour of that 
branch of painting is juſtly due to us. 


1 appeal to the judicious obſervers for 


the truth of what I aſſert. If foreigners 
have oftentimes, or even for the mot 
part, excelled our natives, it ought to 
be imputed to the advantages they have 
met with here, joined to their own in- 
genuity and induſtry ; nor has any one 
nation diſtinguiſhed themſelyes ſo as to 
raiſe an argument in favour of their 
country; but it is to be obſerved that 
neither French nor Italians, nor any 
one of either nation, notwithitanding all 
our prejudices in their tavour, have, or 


ever had, for any conſiderable time, any 
character among us as face- painters. 


This honour is due to our own coun- 
try; and has been ſo for near an age: 
ſo that inſtead of going to Italy, or elſe- 


where, one that deſigns for portrait- 


painting ought to ſtudy in England. 
Hither ſuch thould come from Holland, 
France, Italy, Germany, &c. as he 
that intends to practiſe any other kinds 


of painting, ſhould go to thoſe parts 


where it is in greateſt perfection. It is 
ſaid the Bleſſed Virgin deſcended from 
heaven, to fit to St. Luke; J dare ven- 
ture to affirm, that if the” ſhould deſire 
another Madona to be painted by the 
life, ſhe would come to England ; and 
am of opinion that your preſent preſi- 


dent, SirgGodfrey Eneller, from his 


improvement ſince he arrived in this 
kingdom, would perform that oflice 


better than any foreigner living. I am, 


with all poſſible reſpect, Sir, your mott 


humble, and moſt obedient fervant, &c. 


The ingenious letters ſigned © The 


© Weather Glaſs,' with ſeveral others; 


were received, but came too late, 


POSTSCRIPT, 
IT had not come to my knowledge, 


when ] left off the Spectator, that I ow? 


ſeveral excellent ſentiments and agree 
able pieces in this work to Mr. Ince of 


R. STEELE: 


1 


END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME. 


